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make the fishery safer for fishermen are all le-
gitimate and beneficial governmental pro-
grams.

Harmful subsidies that increase the size and
harvesting capabilities of fishing fleets beyond
the capacity needed to sustainably harvest the
quotas in a fishery can be harmful environ-
mentally and economically.

While | support the main concept of this res-
olution—to place the House of Representa-
tives on the record opposing harmful fishing
subsidies by foreign governments—one sta-
tistic used in this resolution is misleading even
though it is often quoted. The resolution uses
the statistic that “75 percent of the world’s fish
populations are currently fully exploited, over
exploited, significantly depleted or recovering
from overexploitation.” Full exploitation of fish-
eries is not necessarily a bad thing. In fact,
the full utilization of our Nation’s fisheries is a
key purpose of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act.
Admitedly, fully exploited fisheries need to be
carefully managed, monitored, and enforced to
keep them from becoming over exploited.

If you remove “fully exploited” from this sta-
tistic, the figure drops to approximately 25 per-
cent. This figure, while much less dramatic, is
still a concern that we need to address. For-
eign subsidies that contribute to this figure
need to be addressed.

The United States has already taken a lead-
ing role in addressing IUU fisheries and in ad-
dressing harmful foreign subsidies. | support
these efforts and urge support of efforts to
continue to reduce harmful foreign fishing sub-
sidies.

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I have no
additional speakers, and therefore, I
yvield back the balance of my time.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I
also yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from the Virgin Is-
lands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution, H. Con. Res.
94, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF AMERICAN EAGLE DAY

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 341) supporting
the goals and ideals of ‘‘American
Eagle Day’’, and celebrating the recov-
ery and restoration of the American
bald eagle, the national symbol of the
United States.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 341

Whereas the bald eagle was designated as
the national emblem of the United States on
June 20, 1782, by our country’s Founding Fa-
thers at the Second Continental Congress;

Whereas the bald eagle is the central
image used in the Great Seal of the United
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States and the seals of the President and
Vice President;

Whereas the image of the bald eagle is dis-
played in the official seal of many branches
and departments of the Federal Government,
including—

(1) Congress;

(2) the Supreme Court;

(3) the Department of Defense;

(4) the Department of the Treasury;

(5) the Department of Justice;

(6) the Department of State;

(7) the Department of Commerce;

(8) the Department of Homeland Security;

(9) the Department of Veterans Affairs;

(10) the Department of Labor;

(11) the Department of Health and Human
Services;

(12) the Department of Energy;

(13) the Department of Housing and Urban
Development;

(14) the Central Intelligence Agency; and

(15) the United States Postal Service;

Whereas the bald eagle is an inspiring sym-
bol of the American spirit of freedom and de-
mocracy;

Whereas the image, meaning, and sym-
bolism of the bald eagle have played a sig-
nificant role in American art, music, his-
tory, literature, architecture, and culture
since the founding of our Nation;

Whereas the bald eagle is featured promi-
nently on United States stamps, currency,
and coinage;

Whereas the habitat of bald eagles exists
only in North America;

Whereas by 1963, the number of nesting
pairs of bald eagles in the lower 48 States
had dropped to about 417;

Whereas the bald eagle was first listed as
an endangered species in 1967 under the En-
dangered Species Preservation Act, the Fed-
eral law that preceded the Endangered Spe-
cies Act of 1973;

Whereas caring and concerned citizens of
the United States in the private and public
sectors banded together to save, and help en-
sure the protection of, bald eagles;

Whereas in 1995, as a result of the efforts of
those caring and concerned citizens, bald ea-
gles were removed from the endangered spe-
cies list and upgraded to the less imperiled
threatened species status under the Endan-
gered Species Act of 1973;

Whereas by 2006, the number of bald eagles
in the lower 48 States had increased to ap-
proximately 7,000 to 8,000 nesting pairs;

Whereas the Secretary of the Interior is
likely to officially delist the bald eagle from
both the endangered species and threatened
species lists under the Endangered Species
Act of 1973, with a final decision expected no
later than June 29, 2007;

Whereas if delisted under the Endangered
Species Act of 1973, bald eagles should be
provided strong protection under the Bald
and Golden Eagle Protection Act and the Mi-
gratory Bird Treaty Act;

Whereas bald eagles would have been per-
manently extinct if not for vigilant con-
servation efforts of concerned citizens and
strict protection laws;

Whereas the dramatic recovery of the bald
eagle population is an endangered species
success story and an inspirational example
for other wildlife and natural resource con-
servation efforts around the world;

Whereas the initial recovery of the bald
eagle population was accomplished by the
concerted efforts of numerous government
agencies, corporations, organizations, and
individuals; and

Whereas the sustained recovery of the bald
eagle populations will require the continu-
ation of recovery, management, education,
and public awareness programs, to ensure
that the populations and habitat of bald ea-
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gles will remain healthy and secure for fu-
ture generations: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of ‘‘Amer-
ican Eagle Day’’; and

(2) encourages—

(A) educational entities, organizations,
businesses, conservation groups, and govern-
ment agencies with a shared interest in con-
serving endangered species to collaborate on
education information for use in schools; and

(B) the people of the United States to ob-
serve American Eagle Day with appropriate
ceremonies and other activities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
the Virgin Islands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN)
and the gentleman from Utah (Mr.
CANNON) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands?

There was no objection.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 341
celebrates the recovery of the Amer-
ican bald eagle, the symbol of our
country displayed on American cur-
rency and government agency seals, in-
cluding that of the United States Con-
gress. The bald eagle’s recovery is a
huge success story for the Endangered
Species Act and the conservation laws
which preceded it. In 1963, there were
417 pairs of bald eagles in the lower 48
States. Today, there are an estimated
9,789 breeding pairs.

Later this month, the Secretary of
the Interior is expected to remove the
bald eagle from the list of threatened
species. Several Indian tribes, who con-
sider the eagle extremely important to
their culture and even sacred, have
raised concerns that the eagle will lose
all protections upon delisting. How-
ever, the Migratory Bird Treaty Act
and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protec-
tion Act will continue to protect the
bald eagle.

I commend Representative DAVID
DAvVIS for introducing this resolution
which encourages organizations and
government agencies working on the
conservation of endangered species to
collaborate on education information
for use in our schools. The resolution
also asks the American people to ob-
serve American Eagle Day with appro-
priate ceremonies.

This resolution merits our support.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of House Resolution
341 which endorses the goals and ideals
of American Eagle Day.
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Two hundred and twenty-five years
ago, the Second Continental Congress
decided to use the image of the Amer-
ican bald eagle on the Great Seal of the
United States. Since that time, the
image of this majestic bird has graced
American art, our culture, currency
and stamps. It has been the subject of
more than 2,500 books, making the bald
eagle the most extensively studied bird
in North America.

While there were nearly 500,000 on
this continent prior to European set-
tlement, this species was particularly
devastated by various chemical com-
pounds that caused widespread repro-
ductive failure. In response, the Con-
gress enacted the Bald and Golden
Eagle Protection Act and the bird was
listed on our Endangered Species Act.

From its all-time low of 417 nesting
pairs in the continental United States
in 1963, extraordinary conservation ef-
forts have saved the bald eagle, and we
have witnessed a significant population
increase. Today, there are 9,789 breed-
ing pairs, not including the more than
30,000 bald eagles living in Alaska.

By any objective standard, recovery
of the bald eagle has been remarkable,
but sadly, it is one of only a handful of
species that have been recovered under
the Endangered Species Act. While it is
likely that the Secretary of the Inte-
rior will soon make a decision to re-
move the bald eagle from the Federal
list of threatened and endangered spe-
cies, there is no question that the bald
eagle will continue to inspire millions
of Americans because it symbolizes the
fundamental values of this country of
courage, freedom and patriotic spirit.

Under the terms of House Resolution
341, the people of the United States are
encouraged to observe American Eagle
Day on June 20 and to provide edu-
cational information on the value of
conserving our Nation’s wildlife re-
sources.

I urge an ‘‘aye’” vote and want to
compliment the author of this resolu-
tion, freshman Congressman DAVID
DAvVIS OF TENNESSEE, for his effective
leadership in proposing this celebra-
tion of American Eagle Day.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I yield so
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. DAVID
DAvVIS), who is the author of the bill.

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, I would like to thank my col-
leagues on the House Resources Com-
mittee for bringing this legislation
that I've introduced, along with my fel-
low Tennessee Members, JIMMY DUN-
CAN and JOHN TANNER, to the floor of
the House today supporting the goals
and ideals of American Eagle Day.

Almost 225 years ago, on June 20,
1782, the Second Continental Congress
designated the bald eagle as the na-
tional symbol of the United States.
Since that time, the bald eagle has be-
come a fixture on the seals and marks
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of the Federal Government and on our
stamps, currency and coinage.

And while the bald eagle has always
been such a popular fixture in the
hearts and minds of so many Ameri-
cans, it is difficult to believe that we
were very close to forever losing the
symbol of our great country.

In 1963, the number of nesting pairs
of eagles in the 48 contiguous States
had dwindled to a figure of just over
400. As the habitat for the bald eagle
solely exists in North America, these
figures were extremely alarming and
led to the bald eagle being listed as an
endangered species for the first time in
19617.

Today, I'm pleased to note that, as a
result of the Federal protection laws
and through the diligent efforts of so
many private conservationists, the
bald eagle has made an incredible re-
covery.

[0 1430

In 1995, the bald eagle was removed
from the endangered list to the threat-
ened list, and it could very soon be
moved permanently off of these lists as
soon as Federal guidelines can be final-
ized that will forever protect the birds
and their habitats.

I have been extremely interested in
this issue, not only because of the im-
portance of this as a matter of national
concern but also because of my first-
hand experience in dealing with a
group located in the heart of the First
Congressional District of Tennessee
that has been working for the last 22
years to save the bald eagle.

The American Eagle Foundation is
located in Pigeon Ford, Tennessee, at
the base of the Great Smoky Moun-
tains National Park. This nonprofit
group has worked to establish recovery
programs to protect the eagle and ac-
tively cares for many nonreleasable
birds to ensure they live healthy lives.

In addition, they operate the largest
bald eagle breeding facility in the
world, and they have released hundreds
of eaglets into the wild with the sup-
port of local, State and Federal offi-
cials.

Through the efforts of the American
Eagle Foundation and the grassroots
efforts of children nationwide, I am
pleased to offer this legislation for this
consideration. Spaced conveniently be-
tween Flag Day on June 14 and Inde-
pendence Day on July 4, July 20 will
give Americans another day in which
they can celebrate their patriotism by
honoring the unique symbol of our her-
itage and folklore.

I again thank my colleagues for
bringing this legislation to the floor of
the House and encourage all of my col-
leagues on the House to join me in sup-
porting this bill.

Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
join my colleagues in recognizing American
Eagle Day to honor the birds that have sym-
bolized our country’s freedom and democracy
for centuries. H. Res. 341 encourages all
Americans to acknowledge American Eagle
Day on June 20, 2007, which marks the 225th
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anniversary of the bald eagle’s designation as
our national symbol.

The bald eagle habitats in Tennessee have
been important in the recovery and restoration
of this majestic species. | want to particularly
thank the American Eagle Foundation and its
president Al Cecere for their hard work to pro-
tect our American bald eagles. | have had the
honor of visiting in my office with Al and Chal-
lenger, the world-famous American bald eagle
that appears at high-profile events like the
Super Bowl to represent the freedoms we
enjoy in this great country.

Mr. Speaker, | hope you and our colleagues
will join me in supporting H. Res. 341 to cele-
brate June 20 as American Eagle Day.

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from the Virgin Is-
lands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 341.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

EXPRESSING THE SUPPORT OF
CONGRESS FOR THE CREATION
OF A NATIONAL HURRICANE MU-
SEUM AND SCIENCE CENTER IN
SOUTHWEST LOUISIANA

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
54) expressing the support of Congress
for the creation of a National Hurri-
cane Museum and Science Center in
Southwest Louisiana.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoON. RES. 54

Whereas the Creole Nature Trail All-Amer-
ican Road District Board of Commissioners
has begun to create and develop a National
Hurricane Museum and Science Center in the
southwest Louisiana area;

Whereas protecting, preserving, and show-
casing the intrinsic qualities that make Lou-
isiana a one-of-a-kind experience is the mis-
sion of the Creole Nature Trail All-American
Road;

Whereas the horrific experience and the
devastation long-term effects of Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita will play a major role in
the history of the United States;

Whereas a science center of this caliber
will educate and motivate young and old in
the fields of meteorology, environmental
science, sociology, conservation, economics,
history, communications, and engineering;

Whereas it is only appropriate that the ef-
fects of hurricanes and the rebuilding efforts
be captured in a comprehensive center such
as a National Hurricane Museum and Science
Center to interpret the effects of hurricanes
in and outside of Louisiana; and

Whereas it is critical that the history of
past hurricanes be preserved so that all peo-
ple in the United States can learn from this
history: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress supports
and encourages the creation of a National
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