May 23, 2007

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, on Sunday, a homicide bomb-
er in Gardez, Afghanistan, mass-mur-
dered 14 civilians and injured 36 others,
including five members of the 218th bri-
gade of the South Carolina National
Guard. This affects me personally, as I
was a member of the 218th for over 20
years. In July 2000, we trained together
in the Mojave Desert at Fort Irwin to
face this very evil, and now our coura-
geous troops are stopping terrorists
overseas.

Chuck Crumbo of The State news-
paper reported the suicide bomber fol-
lowed the Guard convoy and detonated
himself in the midst of innocent
women and children on a crowded
street. This act of cowardice confirms
why we must stop the terrorists over-
seas or they will return to America. In
the past 96 hours, there was an attack
in Baghdad, terrorists acted in Leb-
anon, and a shopping mall was blown
up in Turkey.

I know my comrades, ably led by
General Bob Livingston, are ready to
face al Qaeda’s boast of Afghanistan
and Iraq as the central front in the
global war on terrorism. This is how we
can best protect American families. I
have never been prouder of the Guard’s
service.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September 11.

———

HONORING AND REWARDING OUR
TROOPS FOR THEIR VALOR AND
SACRIFICE

(Mr. BISHOP of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, last week the White House rec-
ommended a veto of the defense au-
thorization bill and said Congress
wants to pay our troops too much for
defending America. It is unconscion-
able to suggest our troops aren’t worth
a half percent more in pay, while many
of their families scrape by on food
stamps or pay for their own body
armor.

Paying our troops what they deserve
should go hand in hand with relieving
them of taxes they don’t deserve. That
is why the gentleman from Virginia
(Mr. DAvVIS) and I introduced a bill last
week to eliminate Federal taxation of
student loan reimbursements to mili-
tary personnel and Federal civilian em-
ployees.

Our bill, H.R. 2363, eliminates this
tax and creates an incentive to help
our Armed Forces compete with pri-
vate sector recruitment and retention
by lowering the soaring debt faced by
college graduates.

Mr. Speaker, as we salute our troops
and honor our fallen this Memorial
Day, let’s give them the pay raise they
deserve.

—————

EMPHASIZING PREVENTIVE CARE
IN MEDICARE PROGRAM
(Mrs. CAPITO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to highlight the importance of
preventive care in the Medicare pro-
gram.

As we all know, the Medicare Mod-
ernization Act of 2003 made many im-
portant and much-needed changes to
the Medicare program. The creation of
the Medicare prescription drug benefit
was a critically important moderniza-
tion of the program and has been espe-
cially successful in my home State of
West Virginia, with 287,000 bene-
ficiaries.

But the prescription drug benefit is
just one component of the overall
changes in Medicare. If we can encour-
age more seniors to actually use the
preventive benefits, we can help them
prevent more costly procedures and
longer stays in the hospital.

That is why the ‘“Welcome to Medi-
care’ screening is so vitally important.
Many of the elements that seniors face
today can be effectively managed with
prescription medicine and regular vis-
its to their physicians. However, dis-
ease management is only effective if
we catch the disease early.

I would like to encourage my col-
leagues to educate their constituents
about these important modernizations
to the Medicare program so we can all
better serve our senior citizens.

———

DEMOCRATS WORKING TO ESTAB-
LISH A NEW, SMART AND FAIR
ENERGY POLICY

(Mr. SARBANES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, as
Americans across the country begin
planning their summer vacations, one
major constraint they will have to face
is the severely high price of gas. We are
once again seeing record gas prices this
Memorial Day, making the prospect of
travel daunting for many families. Why
is this trend continuing? For 6 years,
President Bush and the Republican
Congress failed to enact a comprehen-
sive energy strategy to provide relief
from these skyrocketing costs.

This Democratic Congress is ready to
act and move our Nation in a new di-
rection on energy. Already we have
voted to roll back billions of dollars in
subsidies to Big 0Oil and instead rein-
vest those funds in renewable energy.
And now this week we will take up the
issue of price gouging by the oil indus-
try. We have seen the first quarter re-
ports. The o0il companies are making
record profits, and it is time they were
held accountable.

Mr. Speaker, this Democratic Con-
gress will work hard to pass legislation
that can establish a new, smart, and
fair energy policy for the American
people.

———————

HONORING VERA WERNER ON HER
106TH BIRTHDAY
(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a great American and a
woman from my district, Mrs. Vera
Werner, on the occasion of her 105th
birthday. It is a goal to which we all
aspire but very few of us ever achieve.

Vera was born in 1902 in Melrose,
Minnesota, on May 31, a great day. She
is an unassuming Minnesotan, Mr.
Speaker. She married, and 2 years later
she moved to the big city of St. Cloud,
Minnesota. During her time there, she
touched many people’s lives. Like so
many Americans, she had numerous
friends. She was on a bowling league
for 40 years and she worked in the local
department store.

But, Mr. Speaker, Vera Werner ac-
complished the most important work
of any American: She was a mother to
four children, she was a grandmother
to 21, a great-grandmother to more
than 40, and she has so many great-
great-grandchildren that people can’t
keep count. There is no more impor-
tant function as an American, Mr.
Speaker, than to be a good mother or a
good father.

Today, Vera, our Nation salutes you,
and we wish you happy 105th birthday.

——————

HOW EXACTLY IS PRESIDENT SUP-
PORTING OUR TROOPS WHEN HE
THREATENS A VETO OF DOD
PAY INCREASE?

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, this House
on a bipartisan basis overwhelmingly
supported our troops last week by giv-
ing them a 3.5 percent pay raise over
the next year. What is our President’s
response? A threatened veto. In a
statement opposing the higher pay
raise, the administration noted that
the President’s proposal, in their opin-
ion, provided a good quality of life for
servicemembers and families.

Mr. President, apparently you have
not read the 2004 Kaiser Family Foun-
dation report that indicates that over
one in five military families rely on
food stamps or WIC for Federal aid.
This is simply unacceptable.

The best way we can send a message
to our troops that we support the
grueling work that they do on a daily
basis is by showing it, by putting more
money in their pockets so they can
better provide for their families.

The bottom line is that men and
women fighting in Iraq or Afghanistan
should not have to supplement their in-
come through living on food stamps or
WIC. We encourage the President to re-
consider the veto threat and to support
the entire pay raise.

FINDING MIDDLE GROUND ON
IMMIGRATION REFORM

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, last year,
the President of the United States
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called on Congress to find a rational
middle ground between amnesty and
mass deportation in the debate over
immigration reform. Then, as now, the
Senate is moving legislation that
would respond to the President’s call
by simply granting amnesty to mil-
lions of illegal immigrants.

But amnesty is not the middle
ground. The true middle ground of this
national debate would put border secu-
rity first; reject amnesty and require
that all illegal immigrants leave the
country and apply outside the United
States for the legal right to live and
work here; create a new center built on
the private sector that could make
that an orderly process; temporary
workers returning to America would
learn English; and employers hiring
illegals would face serious penalties.

That is the true rational middle
ground, and after the Senate is done
with its work, I hope it is the middle
ground that we find in this Chamber on
behalf of the American people.

———

MAKING AMERICA LESS
DEPENDENT ON FOREIGN OIL

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, for too
long our Nation has been dependent on
foreign oil. Today all of our constitu-
ents and all Americans are feeling that
lack of independence at the pump. It is
time for this Congress to enact real-
istic and effective energy legislation
that will help America become energy
independent.

We must begin to invest in the re-
sources we have right here at home. We
must work together to create solutions
to rely on our own ingenuity rather
than the unreliable sources of foreign
energy. Some of these solutions begin
right on the farm, like in my own dis-
trict in northeast Wisconsin. Biodiesel,
methane digesters, cellulosic ethanol,
all of these measures will help us be-
come independent once again. It begins
with a $5 million investment in our
own family farms, the energy inde-
pendent family farm program. This
provision will be included in the farm
bill, and I urge all my colleagues to
support it, along with the other posi-
tive measures within it.

By investing and creating energy
independence on the farm, we will take
the first step in becoming less depend-
ent on foreign sources of energy.

———

PRESIDENT PROPOSING TOO
LITTLE TOO LATE

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, for 6
years President Bush and Republican
Congresses ignored the record gas
prices that seemed to pop up every
year just before Memorial Day. Once
again this year, American consumers
are paying for their inaction.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Finally, last week President Bush an-
nounced an executive order addressing
this growing problem. Unfortunately,
his plan doesn’t call for any action
until the weeks before he leaves office
in 2009, and this is far too little and
years too late.

Since taking control of Congress this
year, Democrats have already passed
measures to reduce the price of gas in
this country and invest in renewable
energy. We are dedicated to curbing
our Nation’s addiction to foreign oil
and investing in our resources in the
Midwest, instead of buying more from
the Middle East.

Mr. Speaker, Democrats refuse to
stand idly by while gas prices rise
across the country. This week we will
fight price gouging, something that the
past Republican Congresses were un-
willing to do.

American consumers need help now,
not in 2009, and this new Democratic
Congress is going to deliver.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. AN-
DREWS). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the Chair will postpone further
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or on
which the vote is objected to under
clause 6 of rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later today.

———

FEDERAL PRICE GOUGING
PREVENTION ACT

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1252) to protect consumers from
price-gouging of gasoline and other
fuels, and for other purposes, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1252

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the
Price Gouging Prevention Act”.
SEC. 2. UNCONSCIONABLE PRICING OF GASOLINE

AND OTHER PETROLEUM DIS-
TILLATES DURING EMERGENCIES.

(a) UNCONSCIONABLE PRICING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—It shall be unlawful for
any person to sell, at wholesale or at retail
in an area and during a period of an energy
emergency, gasoline or any other petroleum
distillate covered by a proclamation issued
under paragraph (2) at a price that—

(A) is unconscionably excessive; and

(B) indicates the seller is taking unfair ad-
vantage of the circumstances related to an
energy emergency to increase prices unrea-
sonably.

(2) ENERGY EMERGENCY PROCLAMATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The President may issue
an energy emergency proclamation for any
area within the jurisdiction of the United
States, during which the prohibition in para-
graph (1) shall apply. The proclamation shall
state the geographic area covered, the gaso-
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line or other petroleum distillate covered,
and the time period that such proclamation
shall be in effect.

(B) DURATION.—The proclamation—

(i) may not apply for a period of more than
30 consecutive days, but may be renewed for
such consecutive periods, each not to exceed
30 days, as the President determines appro-
priate; and

(ii) may include a period of time not to ex-
ceed 1 week preceding a reasonably foresee-
able emergency.

(3) FACTORS CONSIDERED.—In determining
whether a person has violated paragraph (1),
there shall be taken into account, among
other factors—

(A) whether the amount charged by such
person for the applicable gasoline or other
petroleum distillate at a particular location
in an area covered by a proclamation issued
under paragraph (2) during the period such
proclamation is in effect—

(i) grossly exceeds the average price at
which the applicable gasoline or other petro-
leum distillate was offered for sale by that
person during the 30 days prior to such proc-
lamation;

(ii) grossly exceeds the price at which the
same or similar gasoline or other petroleum
distillate was readily obtainable in the same
area from other competing sellers during the
same period;

(iii) reasonably reflected additional costs,
not within the control of that person, that
were paid, incurred, or reasonably antici-
pated by that person, or reflected additional
risks taken by that person to produce, dis-
tribute, obtain, or sell such product under
the circumstances; and

(iv) was substantially attributable to local,
regional, national, or international market
conditions; and

(B) whether the quantity of gasoline or
other petroleum distillate the person pro-
duced, distributed, or sold in an area covered
by a proclamation issued under paragraph (2)
during a 30-day period following the issuance
of such proclamation increased over the
quantity that that person produced, distrib-
uted, or sold during the 30 days prior to such
proclamation, taking into account usual sea-
sonal demand variations.

(b) FALSE PRICING INFORMATION.—It shall
be unlawful for any person to report to a
Federal agency information related to the
wholesale price of gasoline or other petro-
leum distillates with actual knowledge or
knowledge fairly implied on the basis of ob-
jective circumstances that such information
is false or misleading.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—ASs used in this section—

(1) the term ‘‘wholesale’, with respect to
sales of gasoline or other petroleum dis-
tillates, means either truckload or smaller
sales of gasoline or petroleum distillates
where title transfers at a product terminal
or a refinery, and dealer tank wagon sales of
gasoline or petroleum distillates priced on a
delivered basis to retail outlets; and

(2) the term ‘‘retail’”’, with respect to sales
of gasoline or other petroleum distillates, in-
cludes all sales to end users such as motor-
ists as well as all direct sales to other end
users such as agriculture, industry, residen-
tial, and commercial consumers.

(d) CONSTRUCTION.—As described in this
section, a sale of gasoline or other petroleum
distillate does not include a transaction on a
futures market.

SEC. 3. ENFORCEMENT BY THE FEDERAL TRADE
COMMISSION.

(a) ENFORCEMENT BY FTC.—A violation of
section 2 shall be treated as a violation of a
rule defining an unfair or deceptive act or
practice prescribed under section 18(a)(1)(B)
of the Federal Trade Commission Act (156
U.S.C. 57a(a)(1)(B)). The Federal Trade Com-
mission shall enforce this Act in the same
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