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share the satisfaction of international
observers that the election infrastruc-
ture, both legal and technical, has been
greatly improved.”

Mr. Speaker, I join in sharing the
pride of our embassy and the contribu-
tions we have helped make in advanc-
ing the course of democracy and the
rule of law in Armenia. These results
are the best evidence to date that our
assistance to this fledgling Republic is
indeed serving its intended purpose.
Our shared values and the strong bonds
between the United States and Arme-
nia will no doubt continue to expand.
In doing so, we will continue to foster
democracy in Armenia and work to-
wards stability in the South Caucus re-
gion.

Earlier this year, dozens of my col-
leagues joined me in sending a letter to
the chairman of the House State, For-
eign Operations Appropriations Sub-
committee calling for $75 million in as-
sistance for Armenia in fiscal year 2008.
As the appropriation process continues,
I'd like to remind my colleagues of this
request and renew it again today. This
assistance demonstrates our commit-
ment to Armenia, which is a friend and
a supporter of U.S. policies for peace
and security in that part of the world.

Armenia’s achievement also address-
es concerns expressed by the Millen-
nium Challenge Corporation with re-
spect to these elections. Armenia has
met the necessary threshold, and I'm
confident that the people and the Gov-
ernment of Armenia will only continue
to improve upon their accomplish-
ments in achieving the standards and
norms of a democratic society. And ac-
cordingly, I urge the MCC to fully fund
its compact with Armenia in an expedi-
tious manner.

These elections are an historic step
towards a fully democratic Armenia, a
goal to which the nation has dem-
onstrated its commitment and leader-
ship in the region through democratic
reform. I congratulate the people of Ar-
menia for this remarkable accomplish-
ment.

I would also like to enter into the
RECORD a letter I sent with Congress-
man KNOLLENBERG marking this
achievement.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
Washington, DC, May 18, 2007.
Hon. SERZH SARGSYAN,
Prime Minister, The Armenian Embassy, Wash-
ington, DC.
Hon. ROBERT KOCHARIAN,
President, The Armenian Embassy, Washington,
DC.

DEAR PRIME MINISTER SARGSYAN AND
PRESIDENT KOCHARIAN: We write to congratu-
late you both on the success of the May 12th
Parliamentary elections in Armenia. The
success of this free and fair election cycle re-
flects the great progress made by Armenia in
recent years to move further away from its
Soviet past and towards a flourishing democ-
racy.

The importance of this round of elections
was well-understood and carried out honor-
ably by your government. We appreciate Ar-
menia’s willingness to work with the U.S.
government to ensure the elections were in-
deed free and fair. Your hard work and dedi-
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cation has led to the citizens of your country
following the lead of their government offi-
cials in operating in a free and democratic
way to elect a new Parliament.

We look forward to our continued work
with you to advance the Armenian and Ar-
menian-American agenda in the U.S. Con-
gress.

Sincerely,
JOE KNOLLENBERG,
FRANK PALLONE, Jr.,
Members of Congress.

———
NEW VERSION OF NAFTA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, Congress
is now faced with a so-called new trade
policy with regard to Peru, Panama,
Colombia and South Korea. But this
deal is not a new direction for trade;
it’s a variation of the same old theme.

We have seen how NAFTA has sucked
a million good jobs out of our country
and ruined millions of lives in Mexico
and driven so many desperate illegal
immigrants across our border. We have
seen how so-called free trade with a
closed and manipulative China has led
to soaring deficits, increasing
outsourcing of our jobs, and lax labor
and environmental standards not just
in Asia, but around the world in a race
to the bottom. Tainted Chinese food is
not just being sent here for our pets,
but for our people.

The trade policy released last week
does not make any major changes to
this trade regimen. It does not aim at
yielding a more balanced set of trade
accounts for our country, or even open-
ing the closed markets of the world. It
doesn’t fix agreements that aren’t
working to our advantage or even to be
fair to both sides. There is nothing in
this deal about the privatization of
public works, for example, in water or
in sanitation or health care that are
inherent in what has been negotiated.
If Democrats oppose privatizing Social
Security here in the United States,
why would we require privatizing the
Peruvian social security system? Now,
why would we do that?

This NAFTA replica presents a non-
binding list of requests that has the il-
lusion of enforceability, but sacrifices
more of our middle class to global in-
vestors.

In fact, the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce has said it supports this re-
hashed agenda because of, and I quote,
assurances that the labor provisions
cannot be read to comply with ILO
conventions.

These repackaged NAFTA agree-
ments do not reflect a desire for a new
trade model that many Members of
Congress and vast majorities of the
American people expect. And I am
truly saddened that those who have
cobbled these deals together make
light of the people of our country and
other countries who have been so deep-
ly hurt by these agreements, by deny-
ing them a seat at the tables of testi-
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mony in this very Congress. In fact,
their methods are most undemocratic.

Last March NBC and the Wall Street
Journal conducted a poll asking the
American people, do you think free
trade agreements between the United
States and foreign countries have
helped the United States, have hurt the
United States or have not made much
of a difference? Forty-six percent of re-
spondents answered U.S. trade agree-
ments have hurt this country. Only 28
responded, half as many, said they
have helped.

The American people want free trade
among free people, and they want a
trade policy that encourages U.S. eco-
nomic growth and job creation here at
home.

It is irresponsible to continue to re-
word the same agreements and expect
that our constituents are naive enough
to accept it as real change.

A new trade policy must respect the
dignity of work, the rule of law, the
equality of sexes, the nobility of the
environment and the value of the per-
son.

We cannot continue to stand for
trade policies, binding or not, that de-
grade the value of the working class
and cost money, jobs and lives as we
see in the wake of NAFTA and in all of
the trade agreements that mirrored it.

Our constituents realize that our cur-
rent trade policy is more harmful than
helpful. And before we encourage the
remaking of NAFTA for Peru, Colom-
bia, Panama, South Korea, we need to
revisit U.S. trade policy and make
comprehensive changes. We cannot ex-
tend fast track until we fix what is
wrong with existing agreements that
yield these job hemorrhages.

I applaud those of our distinguished
colleagues who are here this evening
who are working very hard to change
this trade model to make it thorough,
to make it fair, to make it a balanced
situation for the people of our country,
and to treat the people of the Third
World with respect.

I look forward to participating in
genuinely reshaping the future of
international trade to reshape jobs
being created here at home and the
economic policies that are so vital to
the future for our people in order that
they can move into the middle class
again, rather than falling out. We have
a long way to go.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BISHOP of Utah addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BLUMENAUER addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)
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JEWISH AMERICAN HERITAGE
MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in recognition of the
second annual Jewish American Herit-
age Month, which takes place in com-
munities across the country each May.

Jewish American Heritage Month
promotes awareness of the contribu-
tions American Jews have made to the
fabric of American life, from tech-
nology and literature to entertain-
ment, politics and medicine.

As we are all well aware, the founda-
tion of our country is built upon the
strengths of our unique cultures and
backgrounds. While our diversity is our
strength, ignorance about many cul-
tures is still prevalent.

Because Jews make up only 2 percent
of our Nation’s population, most Amer-
icans have had few interactions with
Jews and Jewish culture. The limited
understanding of Jewish traditions and
the Jewish experience and the histor-
ical role Jews have played in our Na-
tion’s development contributes to
stereotypes and prejudices about Jews
and the Jewish community.

For example, according to the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation, most re-
cent hate crime statistics report that
69 percent of criminal incidents moti-
vated by religious bias stemmed from
anti-Jewish prejudice.

Like Black History Month and Wom-
en’s History Month, Jewish American
Heritage Month recognizes the abun-
dance of contributions American Jews
have made to the United States over
the last 353 years.

It is my hope that by providing the
framework for the discussion of Jewish
contributions to our Nation, we will be
able to reduce the ignorance that ulti-
mately leads to anti-Semitism. One
way Jewish American Heritage Month
counters these prejudices is by pro-
viding educators the opportunity to in-
clude American Jews in discussions of
history, as well as highlighting the
leadership of members of the Jewish
community in significant historical
events.

For example, it might surprise many
to learn that it was an American Jew,
Irving Berlin, who wrote the lyrics to
the song God Bless America. Even the
very foundations of our country were
impacted by Jews. Haym Salomon, a
Jewish man, was one of the largest fin-
anciers of the American Revolutionary
War.

And Rabbi Joachim Prinz was a pas-
sionate civil rights activist, appearing
on the podium just moments before Dr.
Martin Luther King delivered his ‘I
Have a Dream’ speech. And the list
goes on, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, this is why commu-
nities across the country have come to-
gether to celebrate Jewish American
Heritage Month. Two years ago the
Jewish Community in south Florida
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approached me with the idea to honor
the contributions of American Jews
with a designated month each year. As
the concept gained momentum, 250 of
my colleagues joined me as original co-
sponsors of a resolution urging the
President to issue a proclamation for
this month. Senator Arlen Specter led
the effort in the Senate, and together
the House and Senate unanimously
passed the resolution supporting the
creation of Jewish American Heritage
Month. President Bush proclaimed the
month of May as Jewish American Her-
itage Month for the first time in 2006,
and again issued a proclamation this
year.

Mr. Speaker, I'm pleased to announce
that a coalition of organizations has
come together to develop curriculum
and coordinate events. This coalition,
called the Jewish American Heritage
Month Coalition, is led by United Jew-
ish Communities, the American Jewish
Historical Society, the American Jew-
ish Archives and the Jewish Women'’s
Archives.

The events can all be found on the
national calendar of the Jewish Amer-
ican Heritage Month Coalition’s Web
site at www.JewishHeritage.us.

Mr. Speaker, I want to pause for a
moment and thank this coalition for
their tireless efforts to promote the
outstanding events across the country.
Each day in May has been packed with
programs celebrating the contributions
of American Jewry to our country,
with movies, plays, art exhibitions,
speakers, musical performances, and
innovative educational curricula.

The Jewish American Heritage
Month Coalition and the Jewish His-
torical Society of Greater Washington
kicked off the month with a reception
attended by several Members of Con-
gress and about 200 guests.

Right here in Washington, the Li-
brary of Congress and the National Ar-
chives and Records Administration
have hosted films, lectures, and discus-
sions about Jewish contributions to
America.

In my home State of Florida, there
was a celebration of Jewish music and
a discussion of Jewish contributions to
the civil rights movement.

A New Jersey middle school hosted
an essay contest entitled “I'm Proud to
be an American Jew Because . . . ”’

Philadelphia hosted ‘‘American Jew-
ish History Through the Arts,” a series
of free programs that highlight the
American Jewish experience.

And this past weekend, the New York
Liberty, the women’s pro basketball
team, hosted the WNBA'’s first Jewish
American Heritage Month basketball
game.

Mr. Speaker, we have come a long
way in recent years to promote appre-
ciation for the multicultural fabric of
the United States. It is our responsi-
bility to continue this education. If we
as a Nation are to prepare our children
for the challenges that lie ahead, then
teaching diversity is a fundamental
part of that promise. Together, we can
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help achieve this goal of understanding
with the celebration of Jewish Amer-
ican Heritage Month.

I thank my colleagues for their sup-
port and call on all Americans to ob-
serve this special month by celebrating
the many contributions of Jewish cul-
ture throughout our Nation’s history.

————
O 1945
TRADE AND LABOR

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HipLL). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 18, 2007, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. HARE) is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes as the designee
of the majority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, we are going
to be doing several 1-hour Special Or-
ders, and we have done them since Jan-
uary. I can’t think of an issue that is
more important and more pressing to
us in this Chamber than trade and the
saving of our jobs back in our districts.

We are going to be hearing tonight
from a number of my colleagues on the
Congressional Labor and Working
Families Caucus, the House Trade
Working Group, and Members of our
side of the aisle that believe it is time
that working people have somebody
stand up and be their voices when their
voices aren’t heard.

So, Mr. Speaker, at this time I would
like to recognize a fellow Illinoisan
from the Illinois delegation, a good
friend of mine, someone who has took
taken it upon himself to stand up for
working people. So at this time I would
like to yield to my colleague, Rep-
resentative Dan Lipinski.

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Illinois for yield-
ing to me and also for all the hard
work that he has done in his short ca-
reer in Congress but in many years be-
fore that for America’s workers.

I rise today with serious concerns
about the trade policy of our country.
This is a concern shared by tens of mil-
lions of Americans who have concerns
every day about keeping their jobs or
they have lost their jobs and being un-
able to find another job where they
could possibly earn as much money as
we see the trade policy of this country
destroying so many good American
jobs.

This trade policy has contributed to
a record high, soaring trade deficit.
There is wage depression and loss of
quality, high-paying jobs. With the
Panama, Peru, Colombia, and South
Korea trade agreements pending con-
gressional approval, we must take ac-
tion now to correct the mistakes of
previous trade agreements and ensure
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