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for the American people is to involve 
the government in every aspect of our 
lives instead of letting citizens decide 
for themselves what is right for them. 

An example of this is their current 
proposal to let the government, quote 
unquote, negotiate drug prices for pre-
scription drugs covered by Medicare. 
No one will argue with lower drug 
prices, but that is not what this bill 
will accomplish. What the Democrats 
don’t tell you is that this bill will lead 
to fewer choices of prescription drugs 
for our Nation’s seniors and will hurt 
community pharmacies, as it will in-
crease mail order prescriptions. 

In short, Madam Speaker, this bill is 
bad medicine, as is the notion of Big 
Government that the Democrats are 
pushing on the American people. 

f 

JUDGES HALL OF SHAME 
(Mr. POE asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, judges 
have the public duty to protect chil-
dren from sexual deviants, including 
those from Vermont. 

Mark Hulett molested a 6-year-old 
girl for 4 years. Reports indicate he 
even had a history of abusing women. 
But when he went to court for the child 
molesting charge, Judge Edward 
‘‘Cushy’’ Cashman of Vermont put the 
molester in jail for only 60 days and or-
dered some ‘‘Kum-Ba-Yah’’ type of 
treatment. 

The crime against this little girl is a 
human rights violation. The judge con-
doned the violation by not punishing 
the criminal. Has the judge made 
Vermont a safe sanctuary State for 
child molesters? 

Almost everyone in America knows, 
except Judge Cushy, that you cannot 
cure child rapists. You keep them away 
from kids. You lock them up in jail. 
Why do you think we build those pris-
ons? Judge Cushy should be held ac-
countable and removed from the bench, 
then given sensitivity training on the 
effects of being raped as a child. 

Justice will only be served when 
judges are as concerned about the mo-
lested as they are about the molesters, 
but for now the Judges Hall of Shame 
has a brand new member. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today. 

f 

OBSERVING THE BIRTHDAY OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 

the resolution (H. Res. 61) observing 
the Birthday of Martin Luther King, 
Jr., and encouraging the people of the 
United States to observe the Birthday 
of Martin Luther King, Jr., and the life 
and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 61 

Whereas Reverend Doctor Martin Luther 
King, Junior, was born January 15, 1929; 

Whereas Dr. King attended segregated pub-
lic schools in Georgia, and began attending 
Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia, at 
the age of 15; 

Whereas in February of 1948, Dr. King was 
ordained in the Christian ministry at the age 
of 19 at Ebenezer Baptist Church, in Atlanta, 
Georgia, and became Assistant Pastor of 
Ebenezer Baptist Church; 

Whereas Dr. King was awarded a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in 1948 from Morehouse Col-
lege, a Bachelor of Divinity degree in 1951 
from Crozer Theological Seminary in Penn-
sylvania, and a Doctor of Philosophy degree 
in theology in 1955 from Boston University; 

Whereas in Boston, Massachusetts, Dr. 
King met Coretta Scott, his life partner and 
fellow civil rights activist; 

Whereas on June 18, 1953, Dr. King and 
Coretta Scott were married and later had 
two sons and two daughters; 

Whereas in 1954, Dr. King accepted the call 
of Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Mont-
gomery, Alabama, and was pastor from Sep-
tember 1954 to November 1959, when he re-
signed to move back to Atlanta to lead the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference; 

Whereas Dr. King led the Montgomery, 
Alabama, bus boycott for 381 days to protest 
the arrest of Rosa Parks and the segregation 
of the bus system of Montgomery, during 
which time Dr. King was arrested and the 
home of Dr. King was bombed; 

Whereas Dr. King responded to arrests and 
violence with non-violence and courage in 
the face of hatred; 

Whereas the Montgomery bus boycott was 
the first great nonviolent civil rights dem-
onstration of contemporary times in the 
United States; 

Whereas on December 21, 1956, the Supreme 
Court declared laws requiring segregation on 
buses unconstitutional; 

Whereas between 1957 and 1968, Dr. King 
traveled more than 6,000,000 miles, spoke 
more than 2,500 times, and wrote five books 
and numerous articles supporting efforts 
around the country to end injustice and 
bring about social change and desegregation; 

Whereas from 1960 until his death in 1968, 
Dr. King was co-pastor with his father at 
Ebenezer Baptist Church; 

Whereas on August 28, 1963, Dr. King led 
the March on Washington, D.C., the largest 
rally of the civil rights movement, during 
which, from the steps of the Lincoln Memo-
rial and before a crowd of more than 200,000 
people, Dr. King delivered his famous ‘‘I 
Have A Dream’’ speech, one of the classic 
orations in American history; 

Whereas Dr. King was a champion of non-
violence, fervently advocated nonviolent re-
sistance as the strategy to end segregation 
and racial discrimination in America, and in 
1964, at age 35, became the youngest man to 
be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in recogni-
tion for his efforts; 

Whereas through his work and reliance on 
nonviolent protest, Dr. King was instru-
mental in the passage of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965; 

Whereas the work of Dr. King created a 
basis of understanding and respect and 
helped communities, and the United States 
as a whole, to act cooperatively and coura-

geously to restore tolerance, justice, and 
equality between people; 

Whereas on the evening of April 4, 1968, Dr. 
King was assassinated while standing on the 
balcony of his motel room in Memphis, Ten-
nessee, where he was to lead sanitation 
workers in protest against low wages and in-
tolerable working conditions; 

Whereas Dr. King dedicated his life to se-
curing the fundamental principles of the 
United States of liberty and justice for all 
United States citizens; 

Whereas Dr. King was the leading civil 
rights advocate of his time, spearheading the 
civil rights movement in the United States 
during the 1950’s and 1960’s and earning 
world-wide recognition as an eloquent and 
articulate spokesperson for equality; 

Whereas in the face of hatred and violence, 
Dr. King preached a doctrine of nonviolence 
and civil disobedience to combat segrega-
tion, discrimination, and racial injustice, 
and believed that people have the moral ca-
pacity to care for other people; 

Whereas Dr. King awakened the conscience 
and consciousness of the United States and 
used his message of hope to bring people to-
gether to build the ‘‘Beloved Community’’, a 
community of justice, at peace with itself; 

Whereas in 1968, Representative John Con-
yers introduced legislation to establish the 
Birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr. as a 
Federal holiday; 

Whereas Coretta Scott King led the mas-
sive campaign to establish Dr. King’s birth-
day as a Federal holiday; 

Whereas in 1983, Congress passed and Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan signed legislation cre-
ating the Birthday of Martin Luther King, 
Jr. holiday, which is now observed in more 
than 100 countries; 

Whereas Dr. King’s wife and indispensable 
partner, Coretta Scott King, was a woman of 
quiet courage and great dignity who 
marched alongside her husband and became 
an international advocate for peace and 
human rights; 

Whereas Coretta Scott King, who had been 
actively engaged in the civil rights move-
ment as a politically and socially conscious 
young woman, continued after her husband’s 
death to lead the United States toward 
greater justice and equality, traveling the 
world on behalf of racial and economic jus-
tice, peace and non-violence, women’s and 
children’s rights, gay rights, religious free-
dom, full employment, health care, and edu-
cation until her death on January 30, 2006; 

Whereas the values of faith, compassion, 
courage, truth, justice, and non-violence 
that guided Dr. and Mrs. King’s dream for 
America will be celebrated and preserved by 
the Martin Luther King, Jr., National Memo-
rial on the National Mall between the Lin-
coln Memorial and the Jefferson Memorial 
and in the new National Museum of African 
American History and Culture that will be 
located in the shadow of the Washington 
Monument; and 

Whereas Dr. King’s actions and leadership 
made the United States a better place and 
the American people a better people: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) observes the Birthday of Martin Luther 
King, Jr.; 

(2) pledges to advance the legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States to— 

(A) observe the Birthday of Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and the life of Dr. King; 

(B) commemorate the legacy of Dr. King, 
so that, as Dr. King hoped, ‘‘one day this Na-
tion will rise up and live out the true mean-
ing of its creed: ‘We hold these truths to be 
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self-evident; that all men are created 
equal;’ ’’; and 

(C) remember the message of Dr. King and 
rededicate themselves to Dr. King’s goal of a 
free and just United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) and the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker and 

ladies and gentlemen of the House, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days in which to 
insert additional material concerning 
House Resolution 61 into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CONYERS. I also want everyone 

to know that the gentleman from Geor-
gia’s resolution, JOHN LEWIS, Members 
will be able to join on it up until the 
time that we have a recorded vote in 
case there are Members coming back 
that may not be aware of this. 

Today we have joined so many others 
in the Nation in honoring, in my judg-
ment, our greatest American, Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

b 1415 

As the original author of the bill 4 
days after his assassination, and one 
who worked on it for 15 years until it 
was passed in 1983, I am delighted to 
support and endorse the resolution of 
another supporter and one who worked 
closely with Dr. King, the gentleman 
from Georgia, JOHN LEWIS. 

It was an interesting time for me 
yesterday. Not only did City Year, a 
national service movement that has 
young people pledging to work in 
schools, parks, and neighborhoods full- 
time for 10 months, headed by their 
president, Penny Bailey, in which I de-
livered my remarks about Dr. King, 
but I was also at Central Methodist 
Church in downtown Detroit, where Dr. 
King frequently came for his Easter or 
the Friday before Easter addresses, and 
where I was honored on his last visit to 
be supported by his actual endorse-
ment. 

And so I come here doubly proud of 
the fact that I was able to work with 
Dr. King as a young lawyer, but also to 
enjoy his support. Much of it came, of 
course, from Rosa Parks, who left Ala-
bama and came to Detroit when she 
couldn’t get work anymore. And she 
was a seamstress. And I was very happy 
to welcome her to my congressional of-
fice, where she worked for more than 
two decades. And her and Dr. King’s 
fame and recognition kept growing and 
growing as she was called around the 
world to receive tributes. 

And I remember Dr. King’s very im-
portant receiving of the Nobel Prize. 
And it was about the question of peace. 
And it was not just racial discrimina-

tion. Dr. King was not a one-note per-
son. He was a visionary. Jobs, justice, 
economic justice, political justice, and 
peace. 

And we find ourselves wrapped up in 
these same considerations even today 
as we begin the third week of the 110th 
Congress. We need voter integrity. We 
need protection for those who seek the 
ballot. But more than anything else, I 
am reminded of the fact that we need 
to find a way out of the war in Iraq, an 
unnecessary, sad occasion in our his-
tory. 

And you keep thinking, what would 
King have said? And I remember that 
one thing he said is that those who fail 
to talk about what is important really 
miss their chance in history to do 
something that is significant. 

Madam Speaker, because we have so 
many speakers, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of House Resolution 61, which ob-
serves and celebrates the birthday of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and in-
vites all Americans to join in this com-
memoration. 

Dr. King’s pursuit of social change 
and making this country worthy of its 
heritage was evident in all of his work. 
He was a member of the Executive 
Committee of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple, the NAACP. He became the leader 
of the Montgomery Improvement Asso-
ciation which, of course, was the orga-
nization responsible for one of the most 
important nonviolent demonstrations 
of modern times in the United States, 
the 382-day bus boycott. 

In 1957, Dr. King was elected Presi-
dent of the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference. Between 1957 and 1968, 
Dr. King appeared wherever he saw in-
justice. The injustice he saw took him 
many miles, and the speeches that he 
made are still taught in schools. They 
were taught yesterday. They are 
taught all over the country. They are 
things which we really do need to lis-
ten to and learn from and still have 
many things to learn from the things 
that Dr. King said. 

Dr. King led a massive protest in Bir-
mingham, Alabama, that drew the at-
tention of the world, sparking what he 
called a ‘‘coalition of conscience.’’ 

Dr. King later directed a peaceful 
march here in Washington, DC, a 
march that a quarter of a million peo-
ple attended, where he delivered his 
now famous ‘‘I Have a Dream’’ speech. 

At the age of 35, Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., was the youngest man to re-
ceive the Nobel Peace Prize. When no-
tified of his selection, he announced 
that he would turn over all of the prize 
money to further the civil rights move-
ment. 

On the evening of April 4, 1968, while 
standing on the balcony of his motel 
room in Memphis, Tennessee, where he 
was to lead a protest march in sym-

pathy with striking sanitation workers 
in that city, he was gunned down. 

Dr. King’s name is synonymous with 
the civil rights movement. His life was 
devoted to changing the conscience of 
this Nation. His experiences shaped his 
character, and through them, one of 
the greatest nonviolent leaders of our 
country has ever known was created. 

Today, we honor the Reverend Dr. 
Martin Luther King for his service and 
strength and devotion to the principle 
that all Americans are entitled to 
equal treatment under the law in this 
great Nation. We are a greater Nation 
because Dr. King lived. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield now to the one person in the 
House and the United States Senate 
who now presently knows and knew Dr. 
King and his family, and the civil 
rights movement more than any other 
person among us, and that is, of course, 
the Honorable JOHN LEWIS from Geor-
gia, and I recognize him for 3 minutes. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I want to thank my friend, 
my colleague, the chairman, for yield-
ing. 

Madam Speaker, it is only fitting and 
appropriate that we salute and com-
memorate Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
as we celebrate his 78th birthday. 

Martin Luther King, Jr., was a man 
of peace, a man of love, a man of non-
violence. He must be considered one of 
the founding fathers of the new Amer-
ica. 

Because of his dedication to the 
cause of injustice and his fight for 
human dignity, he wrestled with the 
very soul of this Nation and pushed it 
to reach for its greater destiny. 

Dr. King had the ability to produce 
light in dark places; the ability to 
bring the dirt and the filth out from 
under the American rug, out of the 
cracks and the corner into the open 
light in order for us to deal with it. 

He injected a new meaning into the 
very veins of our society and gave his 
life to make our democracy real. What 
he did and what he said and what he 
sacrificed inspired an entire generation 
and his power still rings today 
throughout the Nation and around the 
world. 

We are a different country. We are a 
better people today. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., believed in the power of love 
over hate, the power of nonviolence 
over violence, the power of peace over 
war. He liberated all of us, black and 
white, Hispanic, Asian American and 
Native American. 

If Dr. King could speak to us today, 
right now, he would say we must stop 
the madness of the war and bring our 
young people home. He would say that 
war is an ineffective tool of our foreign 
policy. 

We must struggle against injustice 
and stand up for our goals. If peace is 
our goal, then peaceful ends must take 
peaceful means. 

Dr. King would say, means and ends 
are inseparable. He would say we must 
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find a way to live together as brothers 
and sisters or we will perish as fools. 

39 years later, we must rededicate 
ourselves to the struggle that was his 
struggle, and continue to see the goals 
that were his goals. 

We know that his dream has not been 
fulfilled. It must be our task, our obli-
gation, our mission, our mandate to 
renew our commitment to his dream. 

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, I 
yield such time as he might consume 
to the gentleman from California (Mr. 
DANIEL E. LUNGREN). 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of this resolution and in support 
of the honoring of the birthday of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

I can recall, two decades ago, being 
on this floor with the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. CONYERS), and fighting 
to make sure that we established this 
holiday. Some may have forgotten that 
it took more than one time for this to 
occur. The resolution was defeated on 
two previous occasions. And I recall 
that some of us on our side of the aisle 
voted against it for fiscal reasons at 
that time. 

And I also recall, after having that 
vote, going home and talking with my 
wife and saying, you know, I think I 
did the wrong thing; and her giving me 
the great advice that she gave me, she 
said, well, if you did, you’d better do 
something about it. 

And at that time I had the oppor-
tunity to approach Congressman Jack 
Kemp, who had voted against it as well 
for ‘‘fiscal reasons,’’ and working with 
Ed Bethune and Newt Gingrich and 
others, attempting to garner enough 
support from some on our side of the 
aisle to ensure that the vote would go 
forward and that we would honor Dr. 
Martin Luther King. 

And the argument that was made at 
that time that I think was successful 
was that we have many different points 
of view, as we do today on the war, as 
we did at that time in how we appro-
priately deal with the then existing 
threat of the Soviet Union, many dif-
ferent issues that divided us in terms 
of our approach. But it seemed impor-
tant for us to come together from all 
these different points of view to recog-
nize Dr. Martin Luther King’s con-
tribution to this country where he 
brought people who had differences of 
opinion together in a united effort that 
reminded us very vividly that we are 
one people dedicated to the proposition 
that all men and women are created 
equal. And it was cutting through the 
differences that we had at that time on 
a number of different issues that al-
lowed us to come together. 

And I can recall going to visit Mr. 
CONYERS in his office and asking him 
whether it would be of any benefit for 
those of us who had initially opposed 
the resolution to come forward in sup-
port of it. And I can recall the gen-
tleman from Michigan’s statement at 
that time, suggesting that we all ought 
to come together. 

So today, as we are again in a period 
of time in which there are sincere, pas-
sionate differences of opinion on issues 
such as the war and how we approach 
it, when we have some differences on 
how we deal with certain economic 
matters, when we have differences of 
opinion with respect to the extent and 
the definition of certain applications of 
affirmative action, isn’t it good for us 
to at least step back and recognize that 
there is a commonality of purpose, a 
commonality of dedication, a com-
monality of the essence of America; 
that we recognize that we will never be 
perfect, but as we are moving to make 
real the promise of the Constitution, 
the Declaration of Independence, that 
we actually have more that joins us to-
gether than breaks us apart. Because 
had we not had that belief, and had we 
not had that as our base decision some 
two decades ago, we would not now 
have, as a recognition of the life of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, the national holi-
day. 

It is not an African American holi-
day. It is not a Hispanic holiday, it is 
not an Irish American holiday. It is an 
American holiday that recognizes that 
Dr. King spoke to the essence of Amer-
ica. 

b 1430 

There could be nothing greater in the 
annals of American history, in my 
judgment, than his magnificent state-
ment contained in the letter from the 
Birmingham jail, where he said that 
we, as the people, understand the dif-
ference between a just and an unjust 
law. He didn’t say let us look at this 
legal book and tell us where it is. He 
said an unjust law is a law which vio-
lates God’s law; an unjust law is that 
which we know is wrong. I can also re-
member his great words in there when 
people said, Well, aren’t you a radical? 
He said, What was Jesus but a radical 
for love. 

He asked that we come together and 
look in our hearts, as much as our 
heads, and remember that as imperfect 
as we are, we do all share in this tre-
mendous legacy of America, and we 
honor America by trying to be more 
true to that promise. 

I thank the gentleman for this reso-
lution. I thank the manager of this bill 
for his work today and other days, and 
I thank the gentleman from Ohio for 
giving me this time. 

Mr. CONYERS. I thank the previous 
speaker, who is one of the few here on 
the floor that was around back then 
when these debates and this long 15- 
year period took place. I thank him for 
his contribution. 

Madam Speaker, I now turn to the 
able gentlelady from the District of Co-
lumbia (Ms. NORTON), and I recognize 
her for 21⁄2 minutes. 

Ms. NORTON. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding to me. I particularly thank 
him for his remarks, because what I am 
going to talk about, the link I am 
going to try to make, he knows very 
well. I appreciate his linking Dr. King 

to the broad swath of issues for which 
he stood. How can you honor King 
without, in fact, talking about his 
issues. 

Madam Speaker, recall the poor peo-
ple’s campaign on the Mall, and the 
gap between the rich and the poor that 
is greater today than when King lived, 
and recall the Vietnam war when his 
opposition was at high risk. Here we 
have a President attempting to esca-
late yet another war. But King’s signa-
ture issue, my friends, was civil rights. 

The House of Representatives must 
confront a civil rights issue that is 200 
years old, the failure of the Congress of 
the United States for 200 years to grant 
equal rights to the citizens of the Dis-
trict of Columbia. Most recently, this 
has been a Republican failure. But 
Democrats are just as responsible. I 
would say more responsible in some 
ways, historically, than Republicans, 
because race was at the center of the 
denial. It was Democrats who stood in 
the way of home rule and a delegate for 
the District of Columbia. It was Demo-
crats, however, who faced their racial 
failings 40 years ago, and, to their cred-
it, became leaders in the fight for civil 
rights. 

Yet, the majority African American 
District of Columbia remains without a 
vote despite Democratic Party plat-
forms and countless statements, espe-
cially on this floor. Now is the time for 
Democrats to act to deliver. It is the 
last hope for years to come, a D.C.- 
Utah bill that delivers party parity, 
with great credit to my Republican co-
sponsor, who tried to deliver, great 
credit to my cosponsor, no partisan ad-
vantage. 

Nonpartisan research reveals that a 
possible advantage occasionally raised 
is so de minimis that no credible argu-
ment can be made for further delay in 
failing to correct one of the most odi-
ous injustices in American history, 
200,000 men and women in the District 
of Columbia sent to America’s war 
since the creation of the Republic, sec-
ond per capita of taxation without rep-
resentation. 

Dr. King held public officials on both 
sides of the aisle accountable. The only 
risk to Democratics on this issue is 
paying only lip service to his prin-
ciples. 

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

We have no further speakers at this 
time. However, I would note in the 
spirit of bipartisan cooperation, the 
gentleman from Michigan indicated he 
may have more speakers than he has 
time for. I would be happy to yield 
time to accommodate him if it comes 
to that. 

Mr. CONYERS. I thank the gen-
tleman. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the distin-
guished gentleman from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BUTTERFIELD) 21⁄4 minutes. 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. I want to thank 
the gentleman from Georgia, my 
friend, JOHN LEWIS, for introducing 
this resolution. I thank the gentleman 
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from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) for al-
lowing time for me to speak today. 

Madam Speaker, Dr. King was a vi-
sionary leader. He understood that 
America could never be a moral leader 
in the world when citizens within its 
own borders were treated legally as 
second-class citizens. I recall so vividly 
attending a standing-room only speech 
that Dr. King gave at the Booker T. 
Washington High School gymnasium in 
Rocky Mountain, North Carolina, on 
November 27, 1962. 

Dr. King’s speech included the ‘‘I 
Have a Dream’’ passage that he used in 
the historic march-on-Washington 
speech the following year. After the 
passage of the Voting Rights Act of 
1965, we were having difficulty in the 
south persuading black voters that it 
was really uncomplicated to register 
the vote. The act had removed the lit-
eracy test, and the process was easier. 
But black citizens were reluctant to 
step forward to register to vote for fear 
of intimidation and reprisal. At the 
urging of local leaders in my commu-
nity, Dr. King accepted our invitation 
to lead a voter registration march on 
April 4, 1968. 

But as fate would have it, he can-
celed his promised trip to our commu-
nity so that he could go to Memphis to 
assist the garbage workers of that city, 
and we know the rest. Despite the ab-
sence of Dr. King from the registration 
march, we launched a massive voter 
registration drive and later filed and 
won a voting rights lawsuit in my dis-
trict resulting in electoral opportuni-
ties. 

Now, Madam Speaker, we have 301 
elected black officials in my congres-
sional district. In addition to having an 
African American Member of this body 
in the first district, African Americans 
hold the following office: 48 county 
commissioners, 7 sheriffs, 20 mayors, 
129 municipal officials, 5 at our General 
Assembly, 6 superior court judges, 9 
district court judges, 69 on boards of 
education, 4 registrars of deeds and 3 
clerks of court. 

Madam Speaker, much of this elec-
toral progress that we have made in 
the South can be directly attributable 
to the life and work of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I 
would like now to call upon DAVID 
SCOTT of Georgia and to yield to him 2 
minutes. 

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Thank you to 
the gentleman from Michigan. It is a 
pleasure to be on the floor with you. 

Madam Speaker, more than anything 
else, Dr. King was a man of God. You 
know, when I think of Dr. King, I think 
of three people. The first one was the 
great prophet Isaiah. As you recall, 
Isaiah cried out in the year that King 
Uzziah died, was the year that I also 
saw the Lord. He went on to say that 
there was a voice that came to him 
that said, who will go for us, and whom 
shall we send? 

Like the prophet Isaiah, in 1956, as a 
young 26-year-old person down in Ala-

bama, it was Martin Luther King, Jr., 
who said, Here am I, Lord, send me. 
Just like the prophet Isaiah. The sec-
ond person is David the shepherd boy, 
who climbed up to go see about his 
brethren, and there was Goliath, 
issuing all kinds of threats. 

They told him to go back, much as 
they did with Martin Luther King, Jr., 
but he didn’t go back. Instead, he stood 
there and Martin Luther King, Jr., like 
David said, Is there not a cause. There 
is a cause for me, and there is a cause 
for you, and that is to beat down the 
Goliaths of racism, of prejudice and 
discrimination. 

The third one is Jesus Christ, for 
when the Pharisees asked Jesus Christ 
what was the greatest commandment 
of all, Jesus said to love thy neighbor 
as thyself. At the bottom of it all, Dr. 
King’s essence was love. As Jesus said, 
There is no greater love than that you 
would give your life for another. Dr. 
King paid that price and gave his life, 
love. 

As the song writer said: Them’s that 
got shall get and them’s that not shall 
not lose cause the Bible says, and it 
still is news. Your mama may have and 
your poppa may have, but God bless 
this child. Martin Luther King, more 
than anything else, was a child of God, 
and we thank God for sending Martin 
Luther King, Jr., our way. 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I am 
now pleased to yield to my good friend, 
DENNIS KUCINICH of Ohio, 2 minutes. 

Mr. KUCINICH. Thank you, Mr. CON-
YERS, Mr. LEWIS and all Members of 
Congress. 

Madam Speaker, as we honor Dr. 
King’s legacy, let’s remember it is a 
living legacy. We are not talking about 
cold prose and someone who is so dis-
tant from this moment. His ideas are 
so alive today and so needed today; 
that is why a month from now, I will be 
introducing legislation to create a Cab-
inet level Department of Peace, which 
takes Dr. King’s vision of an America 
which organizes around principles of 
nonviolence and brings it to life in ad-
dressing the issues of domestic vio-
lence, spousal abuse, child abuse, vio-
lence in the schools, racial violence, vi-
olence against gays, police, community 
relations conflicts, and provides the re-
sources so that we can deal with these 
as a living testimony to the love that 
we are showing today for Dr. King. 

But he also was a visionary on the 
matter of war. He spoke many times 
warning this country about the danger 
of what happened in Vietnam. He spoke 
about the price that was being paid for 
the people of two nations in a speech at 
Riverside Church nearly 40 years ago. 
At Ebenezer Baptist Church he spoke 
about the interrelationship of all peo-
ple, but how all people are one. It was 
that understanding of oneness that 
drove him to take a stand for peace. 

Let us celebrate not only his life, but 
let the principles of his life continue to 
guide us as Americans. This is the mo-
ment to take a stand as we grapple 
with the question of Iraq. 

I met with representatives of over 
1,000 soldiers today who say it is time 
to get out of Iraq. Let us protect Dr. 
King’s memory by standing for peace. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to put 
into the RECORD Dr. King’s speech from 
Ebenezer Baptist Church and part of 
his speech from Riverside Church, 
which need to be read today. I would 
also like to put in the RECORD a speech 
that I gave recently called ‘‘Out of Iraq 
and Back to the American City,’’ which 
shows that only when we take a stand 
for peace are we able to get the re-
sources that we need to provide jobs 
and health care and education and re-
tirement security and housing for the 
American people. 

Make Dr. King’s legacy a living leg-
acy. 

A CHRISTMAS SERMON ON PEACE 
Dr. King first delivered this sermon at Ebe-

nezer Baptist Church, where he served as co- 
pastor. On Christmas Eve, 1967, the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation aired this sermon 
as part of the seventh annual Massey Lec-
tures. 

Peace on Earth. . . . 
This Christmas season finds us a rather be-

wildered human race. We have neither peace 
within nor peace without. Everywhere para-
lyzing fears harrow people by day and haunt 
them by night. Our world is sick with war; 
everywhere we turn we see its ominous possi-
bilities. And yet, my friends, the Christmas 
hope for peace and good will toward all men 
can no longer be dismissed as a kind of pious 
dream of some utopian. If we don’t have good 
will toward men in this world, we will de-
stroy ourselves by the misuse of our own in-
struments and our own power. Wisdom born 
of experience should tell us that war is obso-
lete. There may have been a time when war 
served as a negative good by preventing the 
spread and growth of an evil force, but the 
very destructive power of modern weapons of 
warfare eliminates even the possibility that 
war may any longer serve as a negative good. 
And so, if we assume that life is worth liv-
ing, if we assume that mankind has a right 
to survive, then we must find an alternative 
to war—and so let us this morning explore 
the conditions for peace. Let us this morning 
think anew on the meaning of that Christ-
mas hope: ‘‘Peace on Earth, Good Will to-
ward Men.’’ And as we explore these condi-
tions, I would like to suggest that modern 
man really go all out to study the meaning 
of nonviolence, its philosophy and its strat-
egy. 

We have experimented with the meaning of 
nonviolence in our struggle for racial justice 
in the United States, but now the time has 
come for man to experiment with non-
violence in all areas of human conflict, and 
that means nonviolence on an international 
scale. 

Now let me suggest first that if we are to 
have peace on earth, our loyalties must be-
come ecumenical rather than sectional. Our 
loyalties must transcend our race, our tribe, 
our class, and our nation; and this means we 
must develop a world perspective. No indi-
vidual can live alone; no nation can live 
alone, and as long as we try, the more we are 
going to have war in this world. Now the 
judgment of God is upon us, and we must ei-
ther learn to live together as brothers or we 
are all going to perish together as fools. 

Yes, as nations and individuals, we are 
interdependent. I have spoken to you before 
of our visit to India some years ago. It was 
a marvelous experience; but I say to you this 
morning that there were those depressing 
moments. How can one avoid being depressed 
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when one sees with one’s own eyes evidences 
of millions of people going to bed hungry at 
night? How can one avoid being depressed 
when one sees with one’s own eyes thousands 
of people sleeping on the sidewalks at night? 
More than a million people sleep on the side-
walks of Bombay every night; more than half 
a million sleep on the sidewalks of Calcutta 
every night. They have no houses to go into. 
They have no beds to sleep in. As I beheld 
these conditions, something within me cried 
out: ‘‘Can we in America stand idly by and 
not be concerned?’’ And an answer came: 
‘‘Oh, no!’’ And I started thinking about the 
fact that right here in our country we spend 
millions of dollars every day to store surplus 
food; and I said to myself: ‘‘I know where we 
can store that food free of charge—in the 
wrinkled stomachs of the millions of God’s 
children in Asia, Africa, Latin America, and 
even in our own nation, who go to bed hun-
gry at night.’’ 

It really boils down to this: that all life is 
interrelated. We are all caught in an inescap-
able network of mutuality, tied into a single 
garment of destiny. Whatever affects one di-
rectly, affects all indirectly. We are made to 
live together because of the interrelated 
structure of reality. Did you ever stop to 
think that you can’t leave for your job in the 
morning without being dependent on most of 
the world? You get up in the morning and go 
to the bathroom and reach over for the 
sponge, and that’s handed to you by a Pacific 
islander. You reach for a bar of soap, and 
that’s given to you at the hands of a French-
man. And then you go into the kitchen to 
drink your coffee for the morning, and that’s 
poured into your cup by a South American. 
And maybe you want tea: That’s poured into 
your cup by a Chinese. Or maybe you’re de-
sirous of having cocoa for breakfast, and 
that’s poured into your cup by a West Afri-
can. And then you reach over for your toast, 
and that’s given to you at the hands of an 
English-speaking farmer, not to mention the 
baker. And before you finish eating break-
fast in the morning, you’ve depended on 
more than half of the world. This is the way 
our universe is structured, this is its inter-
related quality. We aren’t going to have 
peace on earth until we recognize this basic 
fact of the interrelated structure of all re-
ality. 

Now let me say, secondly, that if we are to 
have peace in the world, men and nations 
must embrace the nonviolent affirmation 
that ends and means must cohere. One of the 
great philosophical debates of history has 
been over the whole question of means and 
ends. And there have always been those who 
argued that the end justifies the means, that 
the means really aren’t important. The im-
portant thing is to get to the end, you see. 

So, if you’re seeking to develop a just soci-
ety, they say, the important thing is to get 
there, and the means are really unimportant; 
any means will do so long as they get you 
there—they may be violent, they may be un-
truthful means; they may even be unjust 
means to a just end. There have been those 
who have argued this throughout history. 
But we will never have peace in the world 
until men everywhere recognize that ends 
are not cut off from means, because the 
means represent the ideal in the making, and 
the end in process, and ultimately you can’t 
reach good ends through evil means, because 
the means represent the seed and the end 
represents the tree. 

It’s one of the strangest things that all the 
great military geniuses of the world have 
talked about peace. The conquerors of old 
who came killing in pursuit of peace, Alex-
ander, Julius Caesar, Charlemagne, and Na-
poleon, were akin in seeking a peaceful 
world order. If you will read Mein Kampf 
closely enough, you will discover that Hitler 

contended that everything he did in Ger-
many was for peace. And the leaders of the 
world today talk eloquently about peace. 
Every time we drop our bombs in North Viet-
nam, President Johnson talks eloquently 
about peace. What is the problem? They are 
talking about peace as a distant goal, as an 
end we seek, but one day we must come to 
see that peace is not merely a distant goal 
we seek, but that it is a means by which we 
arrive at that goal. We must pursue peaceful 
ends through peaceful means. All of this is 
saying that, in the final analysis, means and 
ends must cohere because the end is 
preexistent in the means, and ultimately de-
structive means cannot bring about con-
structive ends. 

Now let me say that the next thing we 
must be concerned about if we are to have 
peace on earth and good will toward men is 
the nonviolent affirmation of the sacredness 
of all human life. Every man is somebody be-
cause he is a child of God. And so when we 
say ‘‘Thou shalt not kill,’’ we’re really say-
ing that human life is too sacred to be taken 
on the battlefields of the world. Man is more 
than a tiny vagary of whirling electrons or a 
wisp of smoke from a limitless smoldering. 
Man is a child of God, made in His image, 
and therefore must be respected as such. 
Until men see this everywhere, until nations 
see this everywhere, we will be fighting wars. 
One day somebody should remind us that, 
even though there may be political and ideo-
logical differences between us, the Viet-
namese are our brothers, the Russians are 
our brothers, the Chinese are our brothers; 
and one day we’ve got to sit down together 
at the table of brotherhood. But in Christ 
there is neither Jew nor Gentile. In Christ 
there is neither male nor female. In Christ 
there is neither Communist nor capitalist. In 
Christ, somehow, there is neither bound nor 
free. We are all one in Christ Jesus. And 
when we truly believe in the sacredness of 
human personality, we won’t exploit people, 
we won’t trample over people with the iron 
feet of oppression, we won’t kill anybody. 

There are three words for ‘‘love’’ in the 
Greek New Testament; one is the word 
‘‘eros.’’ Eros is a sort of esthetic, romantic 
love. Plato used to talk about it a great deal 
in his dialogues, the yearning of the soul for 
the realm of the divine. And there is and can 
always be something beautiful about eros, 
even in its expressions of romance. Some of 
the most beautiful love in all of the world 
has been expressed this way. 

Then the Greek language talks about 
‘‘philia,’’ which is another word for love, and 
philia is a kind of intimate love between per-
sonal friends. This is the kind of love you 
have for those people that you get along 
with well, and those whom you like on this 
level you love because you are loved. 

Then the Greek language has another word 
for love, and that is the word ‘‘agape.’’ Agape 
is more than romantic love, it is more than 
friendship. Agape is understanding, creative, 
redemptive good will toward all men. Agape 
is an overflowing love which seeks nothing 
in return. Theologians would say that it is 
the love of God operating in the human 
heart. When you rise to love on this level, 
you love all men not because you like them, 
not because their ways appeal to you, but 
you love them because God loves them. This 
is what Jesus meant when he said, ‘‘Love 
your enemies.’’ And I’m happy that he didn’t 
say, ‘‘Like your enemies,’’ because there are 
some people that I find it pretty difficult to 
like. Liking is an affectionate emotion, and. 
I can’t like anybody who would bomb my 
home. I can’t like anybody who would ex-
ploit me. I can’t like anybody who would 
trample over me with injustices. I can’t like 
them. I can’t like anybody who threatens to 
kill me day in and day out. But Jesus re-

minds us that love is greater than liking. 
Love is understanding, creative, redemptive 
good will toward all men. And I think this is 
where we are, as a people, in our struggle for 
racial justice. We can’t ever give up. We 
must work passionately and unrelentingly 
for first-class citizenship. We must never let 
up in our determination to remove every ves-
tige of segregation and discrimination from 
our nation, but we shall not in the process 
relinquish our privilege to love. 

I’ve seen too much hate to want to hate, 
myself, and I’ve seen hate on the faces of too 
many sheriffs, too many white citizens’ 
councilors, and too many Klansmen of the 
South to want to hate, myself; and every 
time I see it, I say to myself, hate is too 
great a burden to bear. Somehow we must be 
able to stand up before our most bitter oppo-
nents and say: ‘‘We shall match your capac-
ity to inflict suffering by our capacity to en-
dure suffering. We will meet your physical 
force with soul force. Do to us what you will 
and we will still love you. We cannot in all 
good conscience obey your unjust laws and 
abide by the unjust system, because non-
cooperation with evil is as much a moral ob-
ligation as is cooperation with good, and so 
throw us in jail and we will still love you. 
Bomb our homes and threaten our children, 
and, as difficult as it is, we will still love 
you. Send your hooded perpetrators of vio-
lence into our communities at the midnight 
hour and drag us out on some wayside road 
and leave us half-dead as you beat us, and we 
will still love you. Send your propaganda 
agents around the country, and make it ap-
pear that we are not fit, culturally and oth-
erwise, for integration, and we’ll still love 
you. But be assured that we’ll wear you down 
by our capacity to suffer, and one day we 
will win our freedom. We will not only win 
freedom for ourselves; we will so appeal to 
your heart and conscience that we will win 
you in the process, and our victory will be a 
double victory.’’ 

If there is to be peace on earth and good 
will toward men, we must finally believe in 
the ultimate morality of the universe, and 
believe that all reality hinges on moral foun-
dations. Something must remind us of this 
as we once again stand in the Christmas sea-
son and think of the Easter season simulta-
neously, for the two somehow go together. 
Christ came to show us the way. Men love 
darkness rather than the light, and they cru-
cified him, and there on Good Friday on the 
cross it was still dark, but then Easter came, 
and Easter is an eternal reminder of the fact 
that the truth-crushed earth will rise again. 
Easter justifies Carlyle in saying, ‘‘No lie 
can live forever.’’ And so this is our faith, as 
we continue to hope for peace on earth and 
good will toward men: let us know that in 
the process we have cosmic companionship. 

In 1963, on a sweltering August afternoon, 
we stood in Washington, D.C., and talked to 
the nation about many things. Toward the 
end of that afternoon, I tried to talk to the 
nation about a dream that I had had, and I 
must confess to you today that not long 
after talking about that dream I started see-
ing it turn into a nightmare. I remember the 
first time I saw that dream turn into a 
nightmare, just a few weeks after I had 
talked about it. It was when four beautiful, 
unoffending, innocent Negro girls were mur-
dered in a church in Birmingham, Alabama. 
I watched that dream turn into a nightmare 
as I moved through the ghettos of the nation 
and saw my black brothers and sisters per-
ishing on a lonely island of poverty in the 
midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity, 
and saw the nation doing nothing to grapple 
with the Negroes’ problem of poverty. I saw 
that dream turn into a nightmare as I 
watched my black brothers and sisters in the 
midst of anger and understandable outrage, 
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in the midst of their hurt, in the midst of 
their disappointment, turn to misguided 
riots to try to solve that problem. I saw that 
dream turn into a nightmare as I watched 
the war in Vietnam escalating, and as I saw 
so-called military advisors, sixteen thousand 
strong, turn into fighting soldiers until 
today over five hundred thousand American 
boys are fighting on Asian soil. Yes, I am 
personally the victim of deferred dreams, of 
blasted hopes, but in spite of that I close 
today by saying I still have a dream, be-
cause, you know, you can’t give up in life. If 
you lose hope, somehow you lose that vital-
ity that keeps life moving, you lose that 
courage to be, that quality that helps you go 
on in spite of all. And so today I still have a 
dream. 

I have a dream that one day men will rise 
up and come to see that they are made to 
live together as brothers. I still have a 
dream this morning that one day every 
Negro in this country, every colored person 
in the world, will be judged on the basis of 
the content of his character rather than the 
color of his skin, and every man will respect 
the dignity and worth of human personality. 
I still have a dream that one day the idle in-
dustries of Appalachia will be revitalized, 
and the empty stomachs of Mississippi will 
be filled, and brotherhood will be more than 
a few words at the end of a prayer, but rather 
the first order of business on every legisla-
tive agenda. I still have a dream today that 
one day justice will roll down like water, and 
righteousness like a mighty stream. I still 
have a dream today that in all of our state 
houses and city halls men will be elected to 
go there who will do justly and love mercy 
and walk humbly with their God. I still have 
a dream today that one day war will come to 
an end, that men will beat their swords into 
plowshares and their spears into pruning 
hooks, that nations will no longer rise up 
against nations, neither will they study war 
any more. I still have a dream today that 
one day the lamb and the lion will lie down 
together and every man will sit under his 
own vine and fig tree and none shall be 
afraid. I still have a dream today that one 
day every valley shall be exalted and every 
mountain and hill will be made low, the 
rough places will be made smooth and the 
crooked places straight, and the glory of the 
Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see 
it together. I still have a dream that with 
this faith we will be able to adjourn the 
councils of despair and bring new light into 
the dark chambers of pessimism. With this 
faith we will be able to speed up the day 
when there will be peace on earth and good 
will toward men. It will be a glorious day, 
the morning stars will sing together, and the 
sons of God will shout for joy. 

MARTIN LUTHER KING: BEYOND VIETNAM—A 
TIME TO BREAK SILENCE 

I come to this magnificent house of wor-
ship tonight because my conscience leaves 
me no other choice. I join you in this meet-
ing because I am in deepest agreement with 
the aims and work of the organization which 
has brought us together: Clergy and Laymen 
Concerned about Vietnam. The recent state-
ments of your executive committee are the 
sentiments of my own heart, and I found my-
self in full accord when I read its opening 
lines: ‘‘A time comes when silence is be-
trayal.’’ And that time has come for us in re-
lation to Vietnam. 

The truth of these words is beyond doubt, 
but the mission to which they call us is a 
most difficult one. Even when pressed by the 
demands of inner truth, men do not easily 
assume the task of opposing their govern-
ment’s policy, especially in time of war. Nor 
does the human spirit move without great 

difficulty against all the apathy of con-
formist thought within one’s own bosom and 
in the surrounding world. Moreover, when 
the issues at hand seem as perplexed as they 
often do in the case of this dreadful conflict, 
we are always on the verge of being mesmer-
ized by uncertainty; but we must move on. 

And some of us who have already begun to 
break the silence of the night have found 
that the calling to speak is often a vocation 
of agony, but we must speak. We must speak 
with all the humility that is appropriate to 
our limited vision, but we must speak. And 
we must rejoice as well, for surely this is the 
first time in our nation’s history that a sig-
nificant number of its religious leaders have 
chosen to move beyond the prophesying of 
smooth patriotism to the high grounds of a 
firm dissent based upon the mandates of con-
science and the reading of history. Perhaps a 
new spirit is rising among us. If it is, let us 
trace its movements and pray that our own 
inner being may be sensitive to its guidance, 
for we are deeply in need of a new way be-
yond the darkness that seems so close 
around us. 

Now let us begin. Now let us rededicate 
ourselves to the long and bitter, but beau-
tiful, struggle for a new world. This is the 
calling of the sons of God, and our brothers 
wait eagerly for our response. Shall we say 
the odds are too great? Shall we tell them 
the struggle is too hard? Will our message be 
that the forces of American life militate 
against their arrival as full men, and we send 
our deepest regrets? Or will there be another 
message—of longing, of hope, of solidarity 
with their yearnings, of commitment to 
their cause, whatever the cost? The choice is 
ours, and though we might prefer it other-
wise, we must choose in this crucial moment 
of human history. 

As that noble bard of yesterday, James 
Russell Lowell, eloquently stated: 

Once to every man and nation comes a mo-
ment to decide, 

In the strife of Truth and Falsehood, for the 
good or evil side; 

Some great cause, God’s new Messiah offer-
ing each the bloom or blight, 

And the choice goes by forever ‘twixt that 
darkness and that light. 

Though the cause of evil prosper, yet ’tis 
truth alone is strong 

Though her portions be the scaffold, and 
upon the throne be wrong 

Yet that scaffold sways the future, and be-
hind the dim unknown 

Standeth God within the shadow, keeping 
watch above his own. 

And if we will only make the right choice, 
we will be able to transform this pending 
cosmic elegy into a creative psalm of peace. 

If we will make the right choice, we will be 
able to transform the jangling discords of 
our world into a beautiful symphony of 
brotherhood. 

If we will but make the right choice, we 
will be able to speed up the day, all over 
America and all over the world, when justice 
will roll down like waters, and righteousness 
like a mighty stream. 

OUT OF IRAQ AND BACK TO THE AMERICAN CITY 
(By Dennis Kucinich) 

We are losing our nation to a philosophy of 
war and destruction. It is time for policies of 
peace and construction. It is time for the 
philosophy of peace, nonviolence and eco-
nomic justice. This was the philosophy of Dr. 
King, Gandhi, Jesus, Fredrick Douglas, A. 
Philip Randolph, Bayard Rustin, Fannie Lou 
Hamer, Sojourner Truth, Cesar Chavez, and 
Jesse Jackson. 

We are all united with the philosophy 
which birthed the New Deal, the New Fron-
tier, the Great Society, the dreams of social 

and economic justice which could be called 
forth by those who were ready to stand up, 
to speak out, to march, to demand, to testify 
about the good news: 

The world is interconnected. The world is 
interdependent. We are not just our brother 
and sisters keeper, on a deeper spiritual level 
we are our brothers and sisters. This is the 
meaning of the Golden Rule, Do unto others 
as you would have them do unto you. This is 
the meaning of Love Thy neighbor as thy 
self. This is why policies of unilateralism, 
first strike, and preemption are dead ends. 
This is why nuclear proliferation is a threat 
to every person on the planet. This is why 
the very idea that war should be an instru-
ment of policy needs to be challenged. War is 
not inevitable. Peace is inevitable if we are 
prepared to work for it. 

Dr. King understood this. In his speech 
‘‘Beyond Vietnam: A time to break silence’’ 
in New York City nearly forty years ago, he 
created a synthesis of peace and civil rights. 
‘‘Somehow this madness must cease,’’ Dr. 
King told those assembled at Riverside 
Church about the annihilation of the Viet-
namese people and their nation. ‘‘I speak as 
a child of God and brother to the suffering 
poor of Vietnam. I speak for those whose 
land is being laid waste, whose homes are de-
stroyed, whose culture is being subverted. 
. . . I speak as a citizen of the world, for the 
world, as it stands aghast at the path we 
have taken. I speak as one who loves Amer-
ica, to the leaders of our nation: The great 
initiative in this war is ours. The initiative 
to stop it must be ours too.’’ 

That is why tomorrow I will present Con-
gress with a plan to get out of Iraq. We must 
end the occupation, close the bases, and use 
the money that is there now to bring the 
troops home while we prepare Iraq for an 
international security force. I led the effort 
in the House of Representatives challenging 
the Bush Administration’s march toward 
war in Iraq. I organized 125 Democrats to 
vote against the war. 

There were no weapons of mass destruction 
in Iraq. But there are plenty of weapons of 
mass destruction here in the United States 
which need to be removed. Poverty is a 
weapon of mass destruction, homelessness is 
a weapon of mass destruction, joblessness is 
a weapon of mass destruction, poor health 
care is a weapon of mass destruction, theft of 
pensions, a weapon of mass destruction, 
hopelessness is a weapon of mass destruc-
tion. 

Let’s deal with the WMD’s in our cities. It 
is time to get out of Iraq, which did not have 
weapons of mass destruction and into our 
American cities, which are loaded with weap-
ons of mass destruction. 

This then is a call for a politics of unity 
where human unity becomes an imperative. 
This is a call for a politics of economic jus-
tice, where wealth creation is available to 
everyone, where the government becomes an 
engine to create wealth for all, where it 
functions to equitably redistribute the 
wealth. 

We know the challenges. The war in Iraq is 
the product of the same type of thinking 
which underlies racism. Us vs. them. The 
minute there is a they or a them it creates 
separation. Separation is the basis for dis-
crimination. Separation is the basis for sub-
jugation. Separation is the basis for 
insularity. Separation is the basis for con-
flict. Separation is the basis for war. Separa-
tion is the basis for the destruction of our 
environment. Separation is the basis for the 
destruction of the planet. 

We are at a moment where our survival in-
stinct causes us to declare the imperative of 
human unity. A unity of states is a super-
ficial unity if it does not embrace policies 
which promote human unity, human equal-
ity, human striving, the practical aspira-
tions of people. 
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There has been a massive redistribution of 

wealth in our society. Government has been 
turned into an engine to redistribute the 
wealth upwards. Our whole monetary system 
is based on debt creation for the masses and 
wealth creation for the few. War has become 
an engine of wealth for military contractors. 
Health care has become an engine of wealth 
for the pharmaceutical companies and the 
insurance companies. The tax system is used 
to accelerate wealth to the top. Our banking 
and credit systems accelerate wealth to the 
top. Our electric utilities, our gas compa-
nies, our oil companies accelerate wealth to 
the top. Our energy systems accelerate 
wealth to the top. Our transportation sys-
tems accelerate wealth to the top. Our infor-
mation systems accelerate wealth to the top. 

The concentration of wealth in our society 
has jeopardized our democracy. It has cre-
ated a two class society. And in doing so 
jeopardizes the very institutions of wealth 
creation. Franklin Roosevelt recognized this 
in the creation of the New Deal which saved 
not only economic opportunities for the 
masses, but also saved capitalism itself. 

There is an unlimited amount of wealth 
that can be created in our society. We need 
to teach our children wealth creation. But 
we need to challenge the fundamental as-
sumptions that guide our society, assump-
tions such as ‘‘a certain amount of unem-
ployment is necessary to the functioning of 
the economy.’’ or ‘‘let the market decide ac-
cess to health care.’’ We need to perfect our 
union. This then is the perfect opportunity 
for us to perfect our union, to perfect the 
purpose of government, to perfect our mu-
tual pledge to each other. It is time for a 
declaration of human economic rights of 
citizens of an urban society, and tie that dec-
laration to legislation and use that legisla-
tion to create wealth and harmony and 
peace. 

Langston Hughes wrote: ‘‘Life for me ain’t 
been no crystal stair.’’ We know that experi-
ence, we also know that we can teach people 
to create wealth if we can help them find a 
way to get access to wealth. 

I am a product of the city. My parents 
never owned a home. I grew up in 21 different 
places by the time I was 17, including a few 
cars. I’ve learned about opportunities. I’ve 
learned that if you believe it you can con-
ceive it. I’ve learned about pulling oneself up 
by bootstraps. I’ve also seen the cynicism 
which comes when you tell people to pull 
themselves up by their bootstraps and then 
you steal their shoes. I’ve seen people dream-
ing the dreams and stuck singing Sixteen 
Tons. 

We are not going back to the days of Six-
teen Tons. 

So let it be said here: 
We have a right to a job. 
We have a right to a living wage. 
We have a right to an education. 
We have a right to health care. 
We have a right to decent and affordable 

housing. 
We have a right to a secure pension. 
We have a right to air fit to breathe. 
We have a right to water fit to drink. 
We have a right to be free of the paralyzing 

fear of crime. 
We have a right to be free of a government 

tapping our phones, opening our mail, check-
ing out our library reading lists, snooping 
into our medical records, and our credit 
records. 

We have a right to fair, open, and 
verifiable elections where every vote counts 
and every vote is counted. 

We have a right to peace. 
We have a right to prosperity. 
This means ending the war in Iraq. 
This means bringing the money home to 

our cities. 

This means a full employment economy. 
This means good paying jobs. 
This means a living wage. 
This means a federal infrastructure bill to 

put millions to work rebuilding our schools, 
our bridges, our libraries, our universities 
our hospitals, our city halls, our recreation 
centers, our sidewalks, our street lights, our 
parks, our water systems, our sewer systems, 
our neighborhoods. 

This means a more perfect union. 
This means every child goes to a pre-

kindergarten and every young person goes to 
a junior or a four year college. 

This means universal health care. 
This means a new housing initiative where 

everyone has access to affordable housing. 
This means full protection of social secu-

rity and no privatization. 
This means protection of private pension 

funds. 
This means giving workers access to the 

power of their pension funds to invest in job 
creation. 

This means cleaner energy, greener energy. 
This means programs for safer neighbor-

hoods. 
This means initiatives which bring people 

out of prison and into the mainstream of so-
ciety. 

This means a Department of Peace and 
nonviolence. 

I don’t just talk the talk. I walk the walk. 
The universal health care bill is called 

Conyers-Kucinich. It calls for a universal 
single payer not-for-profit health care sys-
tem to lift everyone up. To give everyone ac-
cess to health care. 

I wrote the federal infrastructure bill. 
I wrote the universal pre-kindergarten bill. 
I wrote the bill for a Department of Peace 

and non-violence to make Dr. King’s dream 
of non-violence a reality. That bill will deal 
with the realities of violence in our society 
and take a path towards more peaceful rela-
tionships. It will help families who suffer 
from domestic violence, spousal abuse, child 
abuse; it will meet the challenge of violence 
in the schools, racial violence, violence 
against gays, police community conflicts, 
using the principles for which Dr. King lived. 
And it will create a context where a peaceful 
America can help to create a peaceful world. 
Imagine. Peace as an organizing principle. 
Prosperity as an organizing principle. 

And when I am elected President of the 
United States, in my first day in office I will 
be ready to push. I will send to the Congress 
a bill for universal single payer not-for-prof-
it health care. 

I will send to the Congress legislation for 
creating millions of jobs through rebuilding 
America’s infrastructure, I will send con-
gress legislation to create a summer jobs 
program. 

I will send Congress legislation to create 
affordable housing. 

I will send congress a bill to establish a 
cabinet level Department of Peace and Non 
Violence. 

I can do this because I have already writ-
ten many of these bills. They are ready and 
so am I. I will move to restore the Constitu-
tion, restore habeas corpus, and repeal the 
Patriot Act. If you are ready, I am ready for 
a new America. And I am ready to unite this 
country in the cause of peace, justice and 
prosperity. 

Our unity extends to all people every-
where. The Bible tells us to make peace with 
our brother because we are all one. We are 
told whatever we do for the least of our 
brothers and sisters, we do for the Lord, be-
cause we are all one in spirit. We are told 
that we have an obligation to feed the hun-
gry, shelter the homeless, clothe the naked 
not simply because we are our brother and 
sisters keeper, not just because there but for 

the grace of God go I, but because wherever 
there is a hungry person, there I am. Wher-
ever there is someone who is homeless, there 
I am. 

Wherever someone is walking the streets 
looking for a job. That person is my brother 
and that person is me. Wherever a child goes 
to bed hungry, I am there. We connect with 
each other in our profound, human experi-
ence. We connect with each other through 
the imperative to love one another. We bind 
to each other in all of our hopes, in all of our 
dreams, and in all of our sufferings. The 
awareness which bids us to pursue a more 
perfect union make us aware of the perfect-
ibility of our social systems, our economic 
systems and our own lives. We are meant for 
higher things. We are meant for better 
things. We are meant for peace, for pros-
perity, for enlightenment, for health, for 
love, for a more perfect union with ourselves, 
with each other, with our nation and with 
the world. Human unity is the great path 
that we all can walk upon. The world is 
interconnected. The world is interdependent. 

I know that we are on the threshold of 
greatness because the people are great and 
we just need to call forth that awareness, 
call forth that ability, give people the re-
sources, show people the money, show them 
their power, show them their beauty, show 
them that we can all be more than we are, 
better than we are. It’s about reaching up 
and reaching out. It’s about Push. It’s about 
the Rainbow Coalition. It’s about Human 
Unity. It’s about a new America. It’s about a 
new world. Let us begin. 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I am 
pleased now to yield to my old friend, 
the delegate from American Samoa 
(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) 2 minutes. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam 
Speaker, I am honored to be here this 
morning and certainly want to thank 
my good friends, the gentleman from 
Michigan and the gentleman from 
Georgia, for allowing me to participate 
in this proposed legislation to honor 
the memory and legacy of one of the 
great spiritual giants, not only as a na-
tive son of our Nation, but certainly of 
the world, that of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

Dr. King was not a political leader, 
nor was he a military leader, nor was 
he a noted writer or author. Nor was he 
a philosopher. He was a Christian min-
ister who understood thoroughly the 
real spiritual and the moral force of 
the principles taught by the Savior 
some 20 centuries ago, that of loving 
our neighbors as ourselves, showing 
tolerance and respect for our fellow 
human beings. 

Dr. King was well aware of the social, 
economic and political inequalities 
that existed in our Nation, that his 
own people, the African Americans for 
some 200 years, have been treated as 
second-class citizens despite the hun-
dreds of thousands of their sons and 
daughters who fought and bled and died 
defending our Nation against its en-
emies. 

b 1445 

Dr. King’s statement and speeches 
are well noted throughout the world. 
One of the statements that I like best 
is, ‘‘At the end, we will not remember 
the words of our enemies, but the si-
lence of our friends.’’ And, yes, we all 
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remember one of his most memorable 
speeches in that August during the 
summer of 1963 at the Lincoln Memo-
rial, where he spoke before some 250,000 
people and hundreds of millions more 
around the world, when he echoed the 
words, ‘‘I have a dream, that my four 
children will one day live in a nation 
where they will not be judged by the 
color of their skin, but by the content 
of their character.’’ 

Madam Speaker, this is what Amer-
ica is all about, and I thank Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., for reminding us 
what our Nation should stand for, the 
real meaning of freedom under the pro-
visions of our national Constitution. 

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, we have heard a 
number of very moving tributes to Dr. 
Martin Luther King and I think it is 
important that we continue to remem-
ber what he said. I think what Mr. 
FALEOMAVAEGA quoted sums it up bet-
ter than anything else, and that is that 
a person should be judged by the con-
tent of their character and not by the 
color of their skin. I think that is 
something we should always strive for 
in this Nation. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I thank the Mem-
bers that have participated in this ac-
tivity. We will have 5 days to continue 
to introduce our comments into the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, and I also re-
mind those that would like to join in 
the cosponsorship of Congressman 
LEWIS’ resolution, they still have an 
opportunity to do so. 

Madam Speaker, I will introduce into 
the RECORD five articles dealing with 
Dr. King. One is from the Washington 
Post entitled, ‘‘From Dr. King, a re-
minder on Iraq.’’ Another from the 
same source, ‘‘The quest to keep King’s 
legacy alive.’’ Another, ‘‘Walking just 
like King did.’’ Another, ‘‘Democrats 
hail civil rights leader King.’’ Finally, 
the last one, ‘‘Martin Luther King pa-
pers go on display.’’ 

Madam Speaker, what I would con-
clude with is the pleasure that I have 
in seeing this holiday increasingly ob-
served from year-to-year. Martin Lu-
ther King’s birthday is not a shopping 
day. It is not a day off. It is not a day 
that you worry about getting some 
things done around the house. There 
are untold thousands of celebrations, 
some large, some small, some in 
churches, some signified by marches. 
There are so many different ways that 
he is being observed. 

I was so pleased yesterday to be at 
the church that Dr. Martin Luther 
King had the privilege of addressing on 
numerous occasions. Then earlier I was 
with some very young people who were 
just learning about Dr. King, and they 
were taking a day on instead of a day 
off. They are working with schools and 

other youngsters in parks and recre-
ation, in the City Year agency led by 
Penny Bailey. 

So, Madam Speaker, I am pleased 
that the Congress under the leadership 
of the gentleman from Georgia would 
have this resolution brought to the 
floor today. 

[From the Washington Post, Jan. 13, 2007] 
THE QUEST TO KEEP KING’S LEGACY ALIVE 

(By Hamil R. Harris) 
On Monday, the country honors the Rev. 

Martin Luther King Jr., who would have 
been 78 years old. The civil rights leader, 
who was assassinated in 1968 at the age of 39, 
launched many of his efforts from the pulpit. 
To mark his birthday, religious leaders were 
asked: Is King’s legacy of social activism 
still alive in the faith community today? 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, founder of the 
Rainbow/Push Coalition: ‘‘The activist black 
churches are still the conscience of our na-
tion. . . . I was with Dr. King on his last 
birthday. We must remember that a lot of 
churches didn’t support King then. He was 
expelled from the National Baptist Conven-
tion. Our mission today is to green line a 
red-lined America. It is good to talk about 
raising the minimum wage in Congress, but 
for those who don’t have jobs, the issue 
doesn’t touch them. We need to continue to 
work on an urban agenda.’’ 

Rabbi Marla J. Feldman, director of the 
Commission on Social Action of Reform Ju-
daism: ‘‘Dr. King’s legacy is very much still 
alive and his legacy continues to inspire the 
faith community across the country. I know 
that . . . reformed congregations around the 
country will do something special for the 
King holiday to honor his legacy. . . . There 
will be congregations all over the country in-
volved in social activist enterprises, includ-
ing in the Washington, D.C., area. All of the 
rabbis that I know will be preaching about 
Dr. King and the issues that we are wrestling 
with today, such as economic justice and the 
war in Iraq.’’ 

The Rev. Artie L. Polk, assistant pastor of 
Mount Gilead Baptist Church in the District 
and founder of the Martin Luther King me-
morial breakfast celebration in Prince 
George’s County: ‘‘It is a real challenge to 
keep the King legacy alive, especially in 
light of this new prosperity gospel where 
preachers are talking about name it and 
claim it. Too many people are focused today 
on themselves instead of keeping alive 
King’s legacy of service and commitment to 
the least of these.’’ 

Mohammed Shameem, a broadcast engi-
neer from Bowie who volunteers at the 
Prince George’s Muslim Association in 
Lanham: ‘‘More so than ever before, people 
of the faith community should adhere to Dr. 
King’s principles in terms of equality and 
unity in the community because our civil 
rights are being eroded today, and the civil 
rights of Muslims are being trampled upon. 
Social activism calls for pointing out injus-
tice. Hardworking and innocent Muslims are 
being profiled just because of their faith. A 
group of imams were stopped in the airport 
because they were being profiled.’’ 

Bishop Adam Jefferson Richardson, prelate 
of the 2nd Episcopal District of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church: ‘‘The move-
ment is still regarded as effective for that 
time, but that style has changed. The fright-
ful part is that in the old days, there was a 
theological mandate to do social activism, 
now among Generation Next, there is an em-
phasis on acquisition and materialism, much 
to the exclusion as to what is good for the 
whole community. There is nothing wrong 
with a prosperity message, but you have to 
guide people to understand the whole gospel, 

which also includes helping others; it can’t 
be selfcentered, it has to be others-oriented.’’ 

Rabbi Douglas Heifetz of the Oseh Shalom 
Congregation in Laurel: ‘‘Yes! King’s legacy 
is alive today. It needs to be spread far and 
near. For example, the Jewish community 
has been extremely active in working with a 
coalition of other groups to call for an end to 
the genocide in Darfur because this is mas-
sive human rights abuse on a wide scale. We 
are called to follow King’s legacy because 
the Hebrew Bible calls for ongoing social 
transformation to affect the lives of people, 
paying special attention to the lives of those 
who are most in need.’’ 

Auxiliary Bishop Martin D. Holley of the 
Archdiocese of Washington: ‘‘King’s dream is 
very much alive today. It is very prophetic, 
especially his letter from the Birmingham 
jail. Here was a man who believed so much in 
the dignity of the human person that he was 
willing to go to jail for it He led by example. 
He went beyond making statements. He paid 
a heavy price. He gave his life for all peo-
ple.’’ 

Cain Hope Felder, professor at the Howard 
University School of Divinity and founder of 
the Biblical Institute for Social Change: ‘‘I 
am sick and tired of hearing Dr. King’s ’I 
Have a Dream’ speech when the daily reality 
is that for an increasing number of Ameri-
cans, and the African American poor in par-
ticular, living is a nightmare. Dr. King’s leg-
acy is barely alive today. There needs to be 
a vigorous effort for religious leaders to be 
far more proactive than they have been in 
the past two decades of co-optation.’’ 

[From the Washington Post, Jan. 13, 2007] 
FROM DR. KING, A REMINDER ON IRAQ 

(By Colbert I. King) 
Forty years ago, Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr., whom the nation will honor on Monday, 
took to the pulpit of Riverside Church in 
New York City at a meeting organized by 
Clergy and Laymen Concerned About Viet-
nam. The date was April 4, 1967, one year be-
fore his assassination in Memphis. 

King said he was in New York because his 
conscience had left him no choice. In his 
speech, ‘‘Beyond Vietnam: A Time to Break 
Silence,’’ King declared: ‘‘That time has 
come for us in relation to Vietnam.’’ 

King acknowledged the reluctance of some 
people to speak out on Vietnam—the same 
hesitation some Americans may have today 
over voicing their concerns about Iraq. Peo-
ple, he explained, ‘‘do not easily assume the 
task of opposing their government’s policy, 
especially in time of war.’’ 

But King concluded that too much was at 
stake. He and the other religious and lay 
leaders were moved by what the conflict in 
Vietnam was doing to the United States. 
Vietnam, King said, was consuming Amer-
ican troops and money like ‘‘some demonic, 
destructive suction tube’’ even as that war 
was laying waste to the Vietnamese people 
and to America’s standing in the world. 

And on this Martin Luther King Jr. Day, in 
2007. 

More than 3,000 Americans have been 
killed in Iraq, while 22,000 others have been 
wounded. Billions of dollars that could have 
been invested here at home have been spent 
there, a lot of it wasted, some of it stolen, 
plenty of it unaccounted for. And Iraqis in 
Baghdad, who cowered for decades under a 
brutal dictator, have been living in the midst 
of violence almost continuously since Sad-
dam Hussein was deposed. 

‘‘We are creating enemies faster than we 
can kill them’’ read a bumper sticker in 
Washington this week. 

Now enter George W. Bush—the president 
who got America into this debacle through a 
series of misjudgments that would make Al-
fred E. Neuman look brilliant. This week 
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Bush announced plans to plop down thou-
sands of additional troops in the middle of a 
sectarian war and to shell out billions of ad-
ditional dollars to pacify a war-weary Iraqi 
population that, truth be told, wants Amer-
ica gone. 

Why trust this administration? 
Contrary to what Bush and his allies said: 
There were no weapons of mass destruction 

poised to strike America and her allies. 
A quick defeat of Hussein did not lead to 

chocolates and flowers in the streets of 
Baghdad. 

An American invasion did not produce a 
unified, nonsectarian and Western-oriented 
Iraq or spark a desire for U.S.-style govern-
ance throughout the Arab world. 

De-Baathification and the imposition of a 
market economy at gunpoint did not usher 
in a period of tranquility or the flowering of 
capitalism. 

The Bush administration struck first be-
cause it had the power to strike and the ar-
rogance to think, foolishly, that it could win 
and dominate the conquered on the cheap. 

King spoke in ’67 about ‘‘the Western arro-
gance of feeling that it has everything to 
teach others and nothing to learn from 
them.’’ Witness the Bush team in Iraq. 

Today they have a bloodbath on their 
hands to show for their labors, and Iran is on 
the verge of getting an Iraqi neighbor beyond 
its wildest dreams. 

Yet even now, neoconservatives inside and 
outside of government are counseling Bush 
to remain in Iraq for years to prevent the 
Shiite-dominated regime from collapsing. 
They also are encouraging him to prepare for 
battle with Iran and Syria if those countries 
start meddling in Iraq—as if they aren’t now. 
With what exactly and for how long we are 
supposed to do battle with Tehran and Da-
mascus, the militaristic neocon noncombat-
ants in Washington don’t say. But then 
again, they have a tolerance for risk and 
cost that exceeds that of those who actually 
do the fighting and dying. 

Forty years ago at Riverside Church, peo-
ple of conscience declared that ‘‘a time 
comes when silence is betrayal.’’ They went 
beyond using their voices and votes when 
they agreed to break their silence. They re-
sponded, as King had urged, by matching 
their words with actions. ‘‘We are at the mo-
ment when our lives must be placed on the 
line if our nation is to survive its own folly. 
Every man of humane convictions must de-
cide on the protest that best suits his convic-
tions, but we must all protest,’’ King 
preached that day. 

Yes, this is a different time and a different 
world. Global terrorism is a sobering reality. 
And America is on the right side in that war. 
To not fight back is tantamount to indulging 
a death wish. 

But the first blow in Iraq, which was not a 
battleground for terrorism, was struck by 
Bush. He now, stubbornly and in the face of 
legitimate opposition, proposes to make 
matters worse. 

Remember King and the words: ‘‘A time 
comes when silence is betrayal.’’ 

[From the Washington Post, Jan. 15, 2007] 
MARTIN LUTHER KING PAPERS GO ON DISPLAY 

(By Errin Haines) 
ATLANTA.—The legacy of Coretta Scott 

King loomed large Monday over the first ob-
servance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
since her death, with tributes at the church 
where her husband preached and visits to the 
tomb where both civil rights activists are 
now buried. 

‘‘It is in her memory and her honor that we 
must carry this program on,’’ said her sister- 
in-law, Christine King Farris, at the historic 
Ebenezer Baptist Church. ‘‘This is as she 
would have it.’’ 

Mayor Shirley Franklin urged the con-
gregation not to pay tribute to King’s mes-
sage of peace and justice on his birthday and 
then contradict it the next. 

‘‘Millions can’t find jobs, have no health 
insurance and struggle to make ends meet, 
working minimum-wage jobs. What’s going 
on?’’ Franklin said, repeating a refrain from 
soul singer Marvin Gaye. 

As King condemned the war in Vietnam 40 
years ago, Ebenezer’s senior pastor, the Rev. 
Raphael G. Warnock, denounced the war in 
Iraq. 

‘‘The real danger is not that America may 
lose the war,’’ Warnock said. ‘‘The real dan-
ger is that America may well lose its soul.’’ 

Not far from the church, visitors also paid 
homage to the Kings at their tomb. 

‘‘They’re together at last,’’ said Daphne 
Johnson, who was baptized by King at Ebe-
nezer. 

Coretta Scott King died last year on Jan. 
31 at age 78. An activist in her own right, she 
also fought to shape and preserve her hus-
band’s legacy after his death, and founded 
what would become the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change. 

Crowds lined up early at the Atlanta His-
tory Center to see the first exhibition of 
King’s collected papers since they were re-
turned to his hometown. The papers brought 
back difficult memories for some. 

‘‘I remember a lot that I don’t care to 
say,’’ said Bertis Post, 70, of Atlanta, who 
marched with King in Alabama and Atlanta. 
‘‘I always wanted to see the papers in per-
son—just to be here and be around what you 
believe.’’ 

The exhibit includes King’s letter from the 
Birmingham jail, an early draft of his fa-
mous ‘‘I Have a Dream’’ speech, his accept-
ance speech for the Nobel Prize and more 
than 600 other personal documents. 

In California, Stanford University released 
some of King’s earliest sermons and other 
writings Monday, a decade after the docu-
ments were discovered in a moldy cardboard 
box in an Atlanta basement. 

The texts include sermons written when 
King was a 19–year-old seminary student in 
1948 until 1963. 

In a 1949 sermon, King asked God to ‘‘help 
us work with renewed vigor for a warless 
world, a better distribution of wealth and a 
brotherhood that transcends race or color.’’ 

Elsewhere, thousands observed the holiday 
by volunteering. Organizers expected about 
50,000 people to participate in about 600 
projects, said Todd Bernstein of the group 
MLK Day of Service. 

President Bush, in an unannounced stop at 
a high school near the White House, said peo-
ple should honor King by finding ways to 
give back to their communities. Classes were 
not in session but volunteers were sprucing 
up the school. 

‘‘I encourage people all around the country 
to seize any opportunity they can to help 
somebody in need,’’ Bush said. ‘‘And by help-
ing somebody in need you’re honoring the 
legacy of Martin Luther King.’’ 

A historical marker was unveiled com-
memorating the site in Rocky Mount, N.C., 
where Martin Luther King Jr. delivered one 
of the earliest versions of his ‘‘I Have A 
Dream’’ speech. Hundreds of people attended 
a ceremony and march held near the high 
school where King spoke in November 1962. 

Several hundred people gathered in West 
Columbia, S.C., for a breakfast prayer serv-
ice, where the Rev. Brenda Kneece said King 
set the standard for sacrifice and vision. 

King’s ‘‘vision became even more powerful 
because he understood the risks he was tak-
ing,’’ said Kneece, executive minister of the 
South Carolina Christian Action Council. 
‘‘It’s very important for our children to 
know that his sacrifice didn’t win the war. 
We still have to keep at it’’ 

At Michigan State University, officials 
presented a one-day civil rights exhibit that 
displayed slave shackles, a document from 
King’s voting rights march in Alabama and a 
fingerprint card for Rosa Parks made after 
her 1955 arrest for refusing to give up her bus 
seat to a white man. 

Marchers commemorating King Day in 
Troy, Ohio, were heckled by a group of seven 
neo-Nazi protesters shouting white power 
slogans and carrying signs, police said. There 
were no arrests. 

And in North Carolina, 400 workers walked 
off the job or refused to show up at a huge 
Smithfield Foods Inc. hog slaughtering plant 
in Tar Heel after managers refused to grant 
the King holiday as a paid day off. 

The company said a union request last 
week for the day off came too late for a 
change of work plans. 

King, who would have turned 78 this year, 
was assassinated April 4, 1968, while standing 
on the balcony of a hotel in Memphis, Tenn. 
His confessed killer, James Earl Ray, was ar-
rested two months later in London. 

[From the Washington Post, Jan. 16, 2007] 
WALKING JUST LIKE KING DID 

(By Michael E. Ruane and Hamil R. Harris) 
The opening song was No. 540 in the hym-

nal, but most people at the Covenant Baptist 
Church tribute to the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. yesterday already knew the words 
well. 

Lift ev’ry voice and sing, Til earth and heav-
en ring. . . . Stony the road we trod, 
Bitter the chast’ning rod. . . . 

Inside the venerable Washington church, 
which was the destination for hundreds par-
ticipating in the city’s Martin Luther King 
Peace Walk, the throng sang the verses to 
James Weldon Johnson’s civil rights anthem 
with gusto. 

Yet with a steady beat, Have not our weary 
feet come to the place for which our fa-
thers sighed? 

It seemed a fitting climax to the 18-block 
walk honoring King’s birthday, which was 
led by DC Mayor Adrian M. Fenty and wound 
along Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue SE to 
the church on South Capitol Street. 

It was one of numerous tributes across the 
region to the slain civil rights leader, who 
would have turned 78 yesterday. King was as-
sassinated in Memphis on April 4, 1968. 

The peace walk began about 10 a.m. at V 
Street SE in Anacostia after speeches by the 
mayor and other officials, clergy members 
and civic leaders. Crowding the sidewalk for 
blocks, the marchers enjoyed balmy January 
weather as they strode south on the avenue, 
chanting slogans and carrying banners. 

‘‘Today we’re blessed. The weather is not a 
problem,’’ said Denise Rolark Barnes, one of 
the walk’s organizers. Over the years, King 
birthday commemorations have been af-
fected by harsh winter weather, she noted. 

While an official King Day parade in the 
District is scheduled for April 7, Barnes said 
many people believed King’s birthday needed 
to be observed, too. ‘‘Many of us who work 
and live along the avenue just felt as though 
there was something that we should do. . . . 
We said, ‘Rain, snow, sleet or hail, we would 
be out here,’ and fortunately it doesn’t look 
like we’re going to get any of that.’’ 

Fenty (D) said the walk would be a simple 
statement ‘‘We’re going to just go out and 
put one foot in front of the other, and tell 
people that, although we made a lot of 
progress, we’ve got a long way to go.’’ 

He said it could be especially instructive 
for the children participating. 

‘‘It won’t be hard to explain to the kids 
how Martin Luther King was able to make so 
much progress just by walking when they’re 
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going to do it themselves,’’ Fenty said. ‘‘I 
think they’ll appreciate the hours and hours 
and months and months [spent walking] in 
the South to get civil rights advancements if 
we do a little bit of walking here ourselves.’’ 

Residents watched from front porches and 
windows as the march proceeded and a re-
cording of one of King’s speeches drifted 
from a passing car, along with the thump of 
pop music from another. 

Past the avenue’s multitude of churches 
the marchers went, past the nail salons and 
convenience stores. One house on the route 
was adorned with the images of King and fel-
low civil rights champion Malcolm X 
arrayed on its front steps. There were black 
marchers and white marchers, people in 
sneakers and others wearing cuff links. 

One marcher, Keith Day, 45, who works at 
a drug addiction prevention agency, said: ‘‘I 
came down here to keep the legacy of Dr. 
King alive. If it wasn’t for him, none of this 
would be happening. It took a man like him 
to stand up for peace.’’ 

Elsewhere yesterday, more than 300 people 
gathered at the La Fontaine Bleu banquet 
facility in Lanham for the 13th Annual Mar-
tin Luther King memorial breakfast spon-
sored by the Ebony Scholarship Society. 
There, Bishop Adam Jefferson Richardson 
Jr. of the Second Episcopal District of the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church chal-
lenged those gathered to go beyond just re-
membering King. 

‘‘From memorial to movement, let the 
movement begin anew,’’ Richardson said. ‘‘It 
is right for us to be told Dr. King’s words, to 
hear what the words mean in the context of 
2007. At a time when we are waging war like 
swatting flies, it would be refreshing to hear 
King’s words that violence is a poor teach-
er.’’ 

Maryland Del. Carolyn J.B. Howard (D– 
Prince George’s), who attended the event, 
said that although such programs have be-
come common since King’s death, ‘‘we still 
need to remember what he did.’’ 

‘‘It is easy to stay away, but we need to 
come out,’’ she said. ‘‘There needs to be a 
new sense of activism today.’’ 

[From the Associated Press, Jan. 16, 2007] 
DEMOCRATS HAIL CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER KING 

(By Jim Davenport) 
COLUMBIA, S.C.—Democratic presidential 

hopeful Joseph Biden said Monday he thinks 
the Confederate flag should be kept off South 
Carolina’s Statehouse grounds. 

The comments by the U.S. senator from 
Delaware on a day of events celebrating Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy came as a 
potential Democratic presidential candidate, 
Sen. Barack Obama, evoked the memory of 
the slain civil rights leader. 

‘‘As I recall, Dr. King wasn’t hanging out 
in Manhattan, Dr. King wasn’t hanging out 
in Beverly Hills,’’ Obama, D-Ill., told a King 
remembrance service in an economically de-
pressed south Chicago suburb. 

Introducing Obama, the Rev. Jesse Jack-
son told a crowd at the annual King scholar-
ship breakfast, ‘‘it’s a long, nonstop line be-
tween the march in Selma in 1965 and the in-
auguration in Washington in 2009.’’ 

Screaming admirers managed to get 
Obama’s autograph after he advocated re-
moving troops from Iraq, rebuilding strug-
gling areas such as the suburb of Harvey 
where he was speaking and increasing civic 
activism and calling on people, especially fa-
thers, to be better parents. 

In San Francisco, House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi reminded more than 1,000 people at-
tending a union-sponsored breakfast hon-
oring King that the slain civil rights leader 
spoke out against the Vietnam War because 
he saw domestic and national security issues 
as inexorably intertwined. 

Pelosi, D-Calif., said Democrats would 
counter President Bush’s proposal to send 
more troops to Iraq with a plan changing the 
U.S. mission there ‘‘from combat to training, 
to fighting terrorism, to protecting our 
forces. 

‘‘The nation is spending ‘‘two billion a 
week in Iraq—think of what we could do a 
week, a month, a day with that money,’’ 
Pelosi said, adding that the nation also has 
paid too great a cost in casualties, its inter-
national reputation and military readiness 
at home. 

In Columbia, S.C., more than six years 
after the Confederate flag was taken down 
from the Capitol dome, its location in front 
of the Statehouse remains an issue. 

‘‘If I were a state legislator, I’d vote for it 
to move off the grounds—out of the state,’’ 
Biden said at an NAACP march and rally at 
the Statehouse. 

Jim Hanks stood across from the South 
Carolina Statehouse with about 35 Confed-
erate flag supporters. ‘‘We love this flag. We 
love our heritage,’’ said Hanks, of Lexington. 

Some carried signs saying, ‘‘South Caro-
lina does not want Chris Dodd,’’ referring to 
the Connecticut senator who, along with 
Biden, attended the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People rally at 
the Statehouse. 

On Sunday, Dodd told The Associated 
Press at a King remembrance service in 
Greenville that the Confederate flag belongs 
in a museum. 

‘‘I don’t think it belongs on the Capitol 
grounds,’’ Dodd said. 

In 2000, as the NAACP began a South Caro-
lina tourism boycott, the flag was flying on 
the Capitol dome and in House and Senate 
chambers. Legislators agreed to take the 
flag down that year, but raised the banner 
outside the Statehouse beside a Confederate 
soldiers monument. 

Biden expects legislators here will eventu-
ally move the flag. Pointing to his heart, he 
said, ‘‘as people become more and more 
aware of what it means to African-Ameri-
cans here, this is only a matter of time.’’ 

[From the Washington Post, Jan. 15, 2007] 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY 

On April 4, 1968, the day of the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s assassination, the doctor 
who examined his body estimated that, after 
years of sit-ins, marches, long nights and in-
spiring speeches, Dr. King, 39, had the heart 
of a 60-year-old. On Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day, America honors not only Dr. King’s ac-
complishments, though they are profound; 
his oration, though it is lyrical; and his 
dream, though it lives on; but also the tire-
less devotion with which he pursued them. 

For too many Americans, however, the 
holiday has become little more than an ex-
cuse to skip work and sleep in. 

Enter the Corporation for National and 
Community Service, the government agency 
that administers the AmeriCorps program. It 
wants to make the King holiday a time of 
service rather than sloth, and it is orga-
nizing community projects and events across 
the country to do it The agency is particu-
larly eager to make the Washington area a 
model of civic participation and service on 
Dr. King’s birthday. Its spokesmen boast 
that it has assembled an event schedule in-
cluding a kickoff at Howard University and 
80 community service projects around the 
District. Organizers from the Corporation for 
National and Community Service expect 
10,000 volunteers to contribute time and ef-
fort across the region today. 

We hope even more show up. We can think 
of little more fitting than celebrating the 
values of service and self-sacrifice on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day. Though ground has 

been broken on a long-awaited memorial to 
Dr. King on the Mall, words etched in stone, 
however grand, cannot honor his legacy as 
emulating his example can. Visit http:// 
www.mlkday.gov. find a project in your area, 
and paint a school or clean up a sidewalk 
today. 

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, I ask for unani-
mous consent to revise and extend my re-
marks. 

All of us here, representing Congress have 
the distinct honor and privilege of working in 
the one place where America’s history meets 
the law of our land, the one place that dis-
plays the many historic monuments, memo-
rials, and permanent images of our Nation. 

One of the most powerful images in Wash-
ington for me is the image of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., conveying his dream during his 1963 
‘‘March on Washington’’ on the steps of the 
Lincoln Memorial. Dr. King dedicated his life to 
achieving equal rights for all Americans and 
had a clear vision on that day in 1963 for what 
America should look like today. 

Dr. King understood government has a fun-
damental responsibility to meet the needs of 
all Americans regardless of race or economic 
class. His vision was for true equal economic 
opportunity for all. In his ‘‘I Have a Dream’’ 
speech, Dr. King spoke of the ‘‘fierce urgency 
of now.’’ He said, ‘‘This is no time to engage 
in the luxury of cooling off or to take the tran-
quilizing drug of gradualism.’’ Those words 
were true in 1963 and continue to remain true 
today. 

My Democratic colleagues and I are working 
hard to ensure that Congress fulfills its re-
sponsibility to realizing Dr. King’s dream. With-
in these first 100 hours of this Congress, we 
have already passed legislation to make the 
American people safer, make our Congress 
more honest and open, make life better for our 
seniors, and to give a living wage to all Ameri-
cans. 

As our Nation celebrates Martin Luther King 
Day, we remember him as a beacon of 
change. Dr. King helped change America by 
leading the civil rights movement. He gave 
people the faith and courage to work peace-
fully for change to stop racial discrimination, 
and promote equality and opportunity across 
America. So on this day, and everyday, let us 
recommit to changing and working to bring 
about opportunity for all Americans. 

Madam Speaker, as we celebrate Dr. King’s 
birthday, let us carry out his vision for social 
justice, equality, and peace. Let us continue to 
work together for the common cause, in the 
effort of humanity and brotherhood, so all peo-
ple may enjoy a better way of life and a higher 
dignity. 

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor the extraordinary life of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Few individuals 
have left such an indelible mark on society 
through their selfless and tireless actions to 
improve the lives of those around them. Dr. 
King was a powerful voice for justice and 
equality, and we must remember his legacy, 
not simply by reading aloud his works, but by 
heeding his call for action. 

After receiving his doctorate from Boston 
University, Dr. King worked to confront the 
civil rights abuses that targeted the Black resi-
dents of Montgomery, Alabama. After the 
Montgomery bus boycott earned him national 
attention, Dr. King used his platform to high-
light other forms of racial segregation in the 
South. His actions, including nonviolent civil 
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disobedience, laid the foundation for passage 
of both the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965. Despite his myriad 
accomplishments, Dr. King continued to work 
day and night until his death, often delivering 
rousing speeches even when physically and 
mentally exhausted. 

These later speeches included powerful de-
nunciations of the Vietnam war, and calls for 
a more just and peaceful society. Dr. King rec-
ognized that resources that could have been 
used to fight racial and economic inequalities 
at home were being squandered on an unnec-
essary war half a world away. Dr. King de-
manded that people sacrifice their energy to 
fight for causes larger than themselves. I am 
glad to see that the Corporation for National 
and Community Service has asked Americans 
to honor that call by volunteering their time on 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Day. We must all ac-
tively work to achieve peace, both in our com-
munities and abroad, and I am proud to stand 
before this body today to celebrate the life of 
Dr. King. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, today we are here to recog-
nize Dr. King’s legacy and the millions of men 
and women who have fought for freedom and 
justice for all Americans. 

It is rare that one person can change the 
fate of our Nation; however Dr. King was able 
to do just that. Dr. King relied on his relation-
ship with God and his faith in justice to articu-
late his vision for America in a way that 
touched the hearts and minds of the American 
public. 

Dr. King called on all of us to no longer 
stand alone in silence, but to stand up to-
gether as a voice against injustice. He inspired 
us to fight for change through nonviolent 
means, and paved the road for us to continue 
that fight even after his death. 

Dr. King once said ‘‘All progress is precar-
ious, and the solution of one problem brings 
us face to face with another problem.’’ This 
statement was not meant to be a deterrent, 
but rather to remind us that we need to remain 
diligent, and prepare for the long road ahead. 
If we become apathetic we will regress. We 
have not, and must not forget the fight is not 
over. 

This is the first year that we’ll recognize 
Martin Luther King Day since the death of 
Mrs. Coretta Scott King. Mrs. King and I were 
friends and confidants for many years. She 
was an incredible woman—graceful and dig-
nified—who showed strength in the face of in-
dignation and tragedy. 

Following Dr. King’s assassination, she con-
tinued his legacy promoting social and eco-
nomic justice for all. Mrs. King was determined 
to make his dream a reality. And we would not 
be celebrating the legacy of Dr. King today 
without her contributions. 

There are many young people who may not 
have experienced Dr. King’s battle towards 
equality. That is why it is so important to famil-
iarize them with our history and struggles. It is 
imperative we recognize the history of our na-
tion, because we cannot look towards the fu-
ture without applying the lessons we have 
learned from the past. 

Today’s Martin Luther King Day is as much 
about the past as it is about the future. Dr. 
King’s dream is truly timeless, and I hope that 
all the young people will find inspiration in his 
faith and vision. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in strong support of H. Res. 

61, and thank my friend from Georgia, JOHN 
LEWIS, for authoring this important resolution. 

Madam Speaker, yesterday the Nation ob-
served for the 21st time the Martin Luther 
King, Jr., holiday. Each year this day is set 
aside for Americans to celebrate the life and 
legacy of a man who brought hope and heal-
ing to America. The Martin Luther King holiday 
reminds us that nothing is impossible when we 
are guided by the better angels of our nature. 

Dr. King’s inspiring words filled a great void 
in our Nation, and answered our collective 
longing to become a country that truly lived by 
its noblest principles. Yet, Dr. King knew that 
it wasn’t enough just to talk the talk; he knew 
he had to walk the walk for his words to be 
credible. And so we commemorate on this hol-
iday the man of action, who put his life on the 
line for freedom and justice every day. 

We honor the courage of a man who en-
dured harassment, threats and beatings, and 
even bombings. We commemorate the man 
who went to jail 29 times to achieve freedom 
for others, and who knew he would pay the ul-
timate price for his leadership, but kept on 
marching and protesting and organizing any-
way. 

Dr. King once said that we all have to de-
cide whether we ‘‘will walk in the light of cre-
ative altruism or the darkness of destructive 
selfishness. Life’s most persistent and nagging 
question, he said, is ‘what are you doing for 
others?’ ’’ 

And when Martin talked about the end of his 
mortal life in one of his last sermons, on Feb-
ruary 4, 1968, in the pulpit of Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, even then he lifted up the value of 
service as the hallmark of a full life. ‘‘I’d like 
somebody to mention on that day Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. tried to give his life serving oth-
ers,’’ he said. ‘‘I want you to say on that day, 
that I did try in my life . . . to love and serve 
humanity. 

Madam Speaker, during these difficult days 
when the United States is bogged down in a 
misguided and mismanaged war in Iraq, which 
has claimed the lives of too many of our brave 
young service men and women, we should 
also remember that the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., was, above all, a person who was 
always willing to speak truth to power. There 
is perhaps no better example of Dr. King’s 
moral integrity and consistency than his criti-
cism of the Vietnam war being waged by the 
Johnson administration, an administration that 
was otherwise a friend and champion of civil 
and human rights. 

Speaking at the historic Riverside Church in 
New York City on April 4, 1967, Dr. King stat-
ed: 

I am as deeply concerned about our own 
troops there as anything else. For it occurs 
to me that what we are submitting them to 
in Vietnam is not simply the brutalizing 
process that goes on in any war where armies 
face each other and seek to destroy. We are 
adding cynicism to the process of death, for 
they must know after a short period there 
that none of the things we claim to be fight-
ing for are really involved. Before long they 
must know that their government has sent 
them into a struggle among Vietnamese, and 
the more sophisticated surely realize that we 
are on the side of the wealthy, and the se-
cure, while we create a hell for the poor. 

Somehow this madness must cease. We 
must stop now. I speak as a child of God and 
brother to the suffering poor of Vietnam. . . 
. I speak as a citizen of the world, for the 
world as it stands aghast at the path we have 

taken. I speak as one who loves America, to 
the leaders of our own nation: The great ini-
tiative in this war is ours; the initiative to 
stop it must be ours. 

Madam Speaker, these words were spoken 
by Dr. King 1 year to the day before his death. 
Thus it is that nearly 40 years after his death, 
Dr. King continues to teach us all. 

Madam Speaker, the death of the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., will never overshadow 
his life. He was both a dreamer and a man of 
action. He leaves a legacy of hope, tempered 
with peace. It is a legacy not quite yet fulfilled. 

Madam Speaker, Dr. King’s dream of equal-
ity under the law will never die so long as 
there are those like us in the Congress, and 
millions of people in this country and around 
the world, who are willing to continue the fight 
to make it real for all persons. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker, Dr. 
King brought the civil rights movement to 
every living room in this country. He marched 
for freedom in the face of unspeakable racial 
prejudice, yet preached a message of non-
violence, civility, and tolerance. It took Dr. 
King’s forceful movement and powerful words 
to bring about real and lasting change to this 
country. 

This will be the first Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day since the passing of Dr. King’s wife, Mrs. 
Coretta Scott King, a legendary civil rights ad-
vocate whose memory we honored at a com-
munity-wide march last year in Miami. During 
a time of national grief and unrest following 
Dr. King’s assassination, she became a sym-
bol of her husband’s struggle for peace and 
unity. On this day, we also honor this wonder-
ful matriarchal figure, a role model who helped 
lead the struggle for equality. 

Minority communities face obstacles every 
day—poverty, unemployment, lack of 
healthcare, and access to housing. It is a trag-
ic waste that 1 in 5 children live in poverty, in-
cluding more than one-third of African Amer-
ican children. 

Dr. King paved the way for so many people, 
including me, to assume roles of influence in 
this country. And for all this work, he created 
a more just society and made this country an 
even better place to live. On this day of re-
membrance, let us work even harder toward 
fulfilling Dr. King’s legacy of public service. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, the fabric 
of our lives and the lives of all Americans has 
been shaped indelibly by the work of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Dr. King had just 39 years 
to teach our country the way to achieve racial 
and economic justice through peace and non-
violence. Although his life was short, his leg-
acy—the rich vision of social justice he in-
spired—is alive and well 40 years after his 
death. It is with great pride that I take part in 
this celebration today, to pay homage to his 
memory. 

Dr. King was a leader who focused his ef-
forts on improving the lives of the disadvan-
taged in our society. He knew that we must be 
forever attentive to the least privileged, for 
they are the measure—the only measure that 
matters—of the depth of our compassion and 
the strength of our laws. 

We still have much to learn from Dr. King, 
as the dreams he envisioned for our grand-
children still resonate in today’s America: 
equal opportunity, freedom from oppression, 
justice for all. The eloquent cadences of his ‘‘I 
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Have A Dream’’ speech left a lasting impres-
sion on America, and we cannot afford to for-
get his words. For Dr. King’s dream, his con-
crete vision for the future, has yet to be real-
ized. I look forward to working with my col-
leagues in this Congress to further the realiza-
tion of his goals and his strong vision. 

Mr. MARKEY. Madam Speaker I rise in 
strong support of House Resolution 61, a res-
olution which honors the great Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., for his outstanding contributions 
to our country in the past and the continuing 
impact of his life and legacy. 

Born on January 15, 1929, Martin Luther 
King, Jr., was destined to follow in his grand-
father’s and father’s footsteps as a Baptist 
minister, but no one could have known he 
would play such an important role in this his-
tory of our Nation. After graduating from high 
school at the age of 15, Martin Luther King, 
Jr., attended Morehouse College in Atlanta, 
GA., just as his grandfather and father had 
done before. He became a pastor in Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, and quickly rose to become 
the leader of the Civil Rights movement of the 
1950s and 1960s, inspiring first the Mont-
gomery bus boycott in 1955, and subsequently 
a nationwide battle to bring an end to racial 
discrimination in our Nation’s laws and public 
accommodations, and to ensure full voting 
rights for African Americans. Though bus boy-
cotts had been attempted before, none lasted 
as long, drew as much attention or were as 
successful. The Montgomery Bus boycott 
lasted for almost an entire year and had a pro-
found effect on the businesses in Mont-
gomery. 

In recognition of his great leadership, Rev-
erend King was the youngest person ever to 
win a Nobel Peace Prize at the age of 35. He 
donated all of the prize money to the Civil 
Rights Movement. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was a spiritual 
giant who possessed a keen intellect and re-
markable insights on the human condition. In 
Massachusetts, we feel a sense of privilege 
knowing that this extraordinary historic figure 
lived and learned among us during his lifetime. 
In 1955, he received a Doctorate of Philos-
ophy in Systematic Theology from Boston Uni-
versity. He also studied at Harvard University. 
But most important, it was in Boston that he 
met Coretta Scott, who became his wife, the 
mother of his four children, and his indispen-
sable partner in a destiny of struggle, trans-
formation and remarkable achievement. 

Many of the words of Dr. King speak greatly 
to the adversities that we still face today. As 
we work to change the direction of our coun-
try, those of us in government must repeatedly 
seek out those with whom we may sometimes 
disagree to accomplish those great things that 
are most worth doing. ‘‘Like an unchecked 
cancer,’’ said Dr. King, ‘‘hate corrodes the per-
sonality and eats away its vital unity. Hate de-
stroys a man’s sense of values and his objec-
tivity. It causes him to describe the beautiful 
as ugly and the ugly as beautiful, and to con-
fuse the true with the false and the false with 
the true.’’ 

As Dr. King so eloquently put it, ‘‘In the end, 
we will remember not the words of our en-
emies, but the silence of our friends.’’ 

I urge adoption of the resolution. 
Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I join my col-

leagues today in honoring the legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.—a man who answered 
humanity’s highest calling and profoundly 
transformed the world in which we live. 

Yesterday, like many of our colleagues 
here, I had the privilege of joining with my 
constituents in rejoicing, remembering and giv-
ing thanks to God for the wisdom that Dr. King 
imparted and the enduring spirit he shared 
with all mankind. 

And at an event at St. Mary’s College in 
southern Maryland, I encountered a man who 
told me that the third Monday of every Janu-
ary isn’t just a national holiday—it’s a national 
holy day—and he was exactly right. 

The commemoration of Dr. King’s birthday 
and the ideals for which he stood represent a 
sacred trust—an opportunity to take note of 
the heights we have reached as a Nation and 
celebrate the hard-earned triumphs of African 
Americans, while also demonstrating the cour-
age to accept that we are sill far from perfect 
and much good work remains undone. 

Coretta Scott King, who provided a shining 
example of strength and determination in her 
own right, once said, ‘‘Struggle is a never end-
ing process and freedom is never really won. 
You earn it and win it in every generation.’’ 

I would take that statement a step further 
and say that it is up to us to win it and earn 
it in every day, hour, minute and second of 
our lives. 

If we take nothing else from the life and 
work of Dr. King, it should be that each of us 
shares the responsibility of preserving the leg-
acies of peace, equality and understanding 
that were left in our hands. 

And if we take nothing else from yesterday’s 
commemoration, it should be that our work is 
never done, and our mission is never com-
pleted. 

In his letter from a Birmingham City Jail in 
April of 1963, Dr. King reminds us all that, 
‘‘Human progress never rolls on the wheels of 
inevitability—it comes through the tireless ef-
forts of men willing to be co-workers with 
God.’’ 

One of those co-workers is a distinguished 
Member of this body, an inspiration to all of 
those who continue to fight for social justice 
and equality, and the sponsor of this legisla-
tion. I, of course, am referring to our colleague 
and my very good friend, Congressman LEWIS 
of Georgia, who I regard as nothing less than 
a national hero for demonstrating the courage 
to confront centuries of prejudice and racism 
and helping to move us toward a day where 
men and women are judged by the content of 
their character not the color of their skin. 

As we continue to be co-workers with both 
the American people and the divine spirit that 
guides them, we should never forget Dr. 
King’s immortal words from that Birmingham 
jail or the lessons he taught. 

We are indebted to men and women like Dr. 
King and Coretta Scott King and JOHN LEWIS. 
Through their courage and their fortitude, we 
are a better Nation today. 

While this important day is indeed a day of 
remembrance, it also is a day of reaffirma-
tion—reaffirmation of the principles that guided 
Dr. King’s life. 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speaker, I 
strongly support H. Res. 61, which observes 
and celebrates the birthday of Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and encourages the people of the 
United States to celebrate his life and legacy. 

We should all thank Dr. King not only for his 
role in helping to end discrimination, but also 
for his role in helping to remove a stain on 
American history that had lingered far too 
long. 

Dr. King’s commitment to nonviolent change 
never wavered. Between the time he assumed 
leadership of the Montgomery, AL, bus boycott 
in 1955, until his tragic assassination years 
later, Dr. King faced hundreds of death threats 
and a firebombing of his home with his wife 
and children inside. Still, he remained an 
unblinking beacon to all those who sought 
peaceful change. He grew from a person 
taught in segregated schools to a world leader 
who was awarded the Nobel Prize. 

Dr. King delivered his now famous speech 
entitled ‘‘I Have a Dream’’ following a march of 
250,000 people in Washington, DC. Twenty 
years ago, the City of San Antonio’s Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Commission began honoring 
Dr. King with a march that furthers his legacy 
and serves to educate local citizens regarding 
his deep, rich legacy. That march has become 
one of the largest in the country and this 
march marked its own 20th anniversary yes-
terday, the day Dr. King would have turned 
78. 

Despite near freezing temperatures, the San 
Antonio march attracted thousands of people 
of diverse backgrounds, which in the past has 
featured Rosa Parks, the woman who sparked 
the modern civil rights movement by refusing 
to sit at the back of the bus. Those in the 
march knew that no matter what the weather, 
it paled in comparison to the slings and ar-
rows—the death threats and beatings, and the 
repeated arrests—Dr. King faced during his 
too-short but immensely inspiring life. 

Such peaceful marches are possible today 
in large part because of Dr. King’s abiding 
courage. The San Antonio march serves as a 
powerful reminder that if one person finds the 
strength to keep walking forward, determined 
to reach what Dr. King called the ‘‘Promised 
Land,’’ he or she can leave in their wake a 
lasting legacy of marches—stretching from 
generation to generation—that celebrate and 
encourage changes in both laws and attitudes 
that will continue to make America a better 
place. 

Mr. REYES. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H. Res. 61, a resolution observing 
and celebrating the birthday of Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and encouraging the people of the 
United States to celebrate the birthday of Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., and his life and legacy. 

When Martin Luther King, Jr., articulated his 
dream on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial 
before 200,000 people in the tumultuous Au-
gust of 1963, I was living and working on my 
father’s farm in Canutillo, Texas, not yet a 
high school graduate. Though instilled with the 
values of hard work and education by my par-
ents and grandparents, I first encountered Dr. 
King’s hopeful and empowering words with an 
unfortunate understanding, one borne from the 
prejudice of the times. As a Mexican-Amer-
ican, I knew, I would be limited in my pursuit 
of the celebrated American dream. Dr. King’s 
dream contradicted that understanding. 

Although Dr. King’s ‘‘I Have a Dream’’ 
speech addressed the plight of the African 
American, his commitment to civil rights, 
equality, and empowerment through education 
lifted all people. With Dr. King’s leadership, 
through the sheer force of his will and the 
strength of his arguments, men and women of 
my generation, Black, White, and Brown, were 
able to rise and prosper in society on the 
basis of our hard work and God-given talents. 

Dr. King’s work and influence on society 
opened doors for me that, as a teenager, I 
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thought would always be closed. I had a long 
and successful career in the U.S. Border Pa-
trol, rising from agent to be the agency’s first 
Hispanic sector chief. In 1996, I ran for Con-
gress and became the first Latino to represent 
El Paso, a city that is 80 percent Hispanic. 
And just this past year, I was selected as 
chairman of this body’s Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence, completing a jour-
ney from the farm in Canutillo that I would 
never have been able to imagine during that 
August of 1963. 

I thank my colleagues and urge adoption of 
the resolution. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, this Monday the Nation observed for 
the 21st time the Martin Luther King, Jr., holi-
day On Monday, we celebrated the life and 
legacy of a man who brought hope and heal-
ing to America. The Martin Luther King holiday 
reminds us that nothing is impossible when we 
are guided by the better angels of our nature. 

Dr. King’s inspiring words filled a great void 
in our Nation, and answered our collective 
longing to become a country that truly lived by 
its noblest principles. Yet, Dr. King knew that 
it wasn’t enough just to talk the talk, that he 
had to walk the walk for his words to be cred-
ible. And so we commemorate on this holiday 
the man of action, who put his life on the line 
for freedom and justice every day. 

We honor the courage of a man who en-
dured harassment, threats and beatings, and 
even bombings. We commemorate the man 
who went to jail 29 times to achieve freedom 
for others, and who knew he would pay the ul-
timate price for his leadership, but kept on 
marching and protesting and organizing any-
way. 

Dr. King once said that we all have to de-
cide whether we ‘‘will walk in the light of cre-
ative altruism or the darkness of destructive 
selfishness. Life’s most persistent and nagging 
question,’’ he said, is ‘‘what are you doing for 
others?’’ 

And when Martin talked about the end of his 
mortal life in one of his last sermons, on Feb-
ruary 4, 1968, in the pulpit of Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, even then he lifted up the value of 
service as the hallmark of a full life. ‘‘I’d like 
somebody to mention on that day Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. tried to give his life serving oth-
ers,’’ he said. ‘‘I want you to say on that day, 
that I did try in my life . . . to love and serve 
humanity.’’ 

Madam Speaker, during these difficult days 
when the United States is bogged down in a 
misguided and mismanaged war in Iraq, which 
has claimed the lives of too many of our brave 
young service men and women, we should 
also remember that the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., was, above all, a person who was 
always willing to speak truth to power. There 
is perhaps no better example of Dr. King’s 
moral integrity and consistency than his criti-
cism of the Vietnam War being waged by the 
Johnson Administration, an administration that 
was otherwise a friend and champion of civil 
and human rights. 

Speaking at the historic Riverside Church in 
New York City on April 4, 1967, Dr. King stat-
ed: 

I am as deeply concerned about our own 
troops there as anything else. For it occurs 
to me that what we are submitting them to 
in Vietnam is not simply the brutalizing 
process that goes on in any war where armies 
face each other and seek to destroy. We are 

adding cynicism to the process of death, for 
they must know after a short period there 
that none of the things we claim to be fight-
ing for are really involved. Before long they 
must know that their government has sent 
them into a struggle among Vietnamese, and 
the more sophisticated surely realize that we 
are on the side of the wealthy, and the se-
cure, while we create a hell for the poor. 

Somehow this madness must cease. We 
must stop now. I speak as a child of God and 
brother to the suffering poor of Vietnam. I 
speak for those whose land is being laid 
waste, whose homes are being destroyed, 
whose culture is being subverted. I speak for 
the poor of America who are paying the dou-
ble price of smashed hopes at home, and 
death and corruption in Vietnam. I speak as 
a citizen of the world, for the world as it 
stands aghast at the path we have taken. I 
speak as one who loves America, to the lead-
ers of our own nation: The great initiative in 
this war is ours; the initiative to stop it 
must be ours. 

Madam Speaker, these words were spoken 
by Dr. King 1 year to the day before his death. 
Thus it is that nearly 40 years after his death, 
Dr. King continues to teach us all. 

THE LIFE OF THE REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. was born in Atlanta, 

Georgia, on January 15, 1929. 
Martin’s youth was spent in our country’s 

Deep South, then run by Jim Crow and the 
Klu Klux Klan. For a young African-American, 
it was an environment even more dangerous 
than the one they face today. 

A young Martin managed to find a dream, 
one that he pieced together from his read-
ings—in the Bible, and literature, and just 
about any other book he could get his hands 
on. And not only did those books help him 
educate himself, but they also allowed him to 
work through the destructive and traumatic ex-
periences of blatant discrimination, and the 
discriminatory abuse inflicted on himself, his 
family, and his people. 

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., that we 
celebrate here today could have turned out to 
be just another African American who would 
have had to learn to be happy with what he 
had, and what he was allowed. But he learned 
to use his imagination and his dreams to see 
right through those ‘‘White Only’’ signs—to 
see the reality that all men, and women, re-
gardless of their place of origin, their gender, 
or their creed, are created equal. 

Through his studies, Dr. King learned that 
training his mind and broadening his intellect 
effectively shielded him from the demoralizing 
effects of segregation and discrimination. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was a dreamer. 
His dreams were a tool through which he was 
able to lift his mind beyond the reality of his 
segregated society, and into a realm where it 
was possible that white and black, red and 
brown, and all others live and work alongside 
each other and prosper. 

But Martin Luther King, Jr., was not just an 
idle daydreamer. He shared his visions 
through speeches that motivated others to join 
in his nonviolent effort to lift themselves from 
poverty and isolation by creating a new Amer-
ica where equal justice and institutions were 
facts of life. 

In the Declaration of Independence in 1776, 
Thomas Jefferson wrote, ‘‘We hold these 
truths to be self evident, that all Men are Cre-
ated Equal.’’ At that time and for centuries to 
come, African Americans were historically, cul-
turally, and legally excluded from inclusion in 
that declaration. 

Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King’s ‘‘I Have 
a Dream’’ Speech, delivered on August 28, 
1963, was a clarion call to each citizen of this 
great Nation that we still hear today. His re-
quest was simply and eloquently conveyed— 
he asked America to allow of its citizens to 
live out the words written in its Declaration of 
Independence and to have a place in this Na-
tion’s Bill of Rights. 

The sixties were a time of great crisis and 
conflict. The dreams of the people of this 
country were filled with troubling images that 
arose like lava from the nightmares of violence 
and the dissension that they had to face, both 
domestically and internationally. 

It was the decade of the Cuban missile cri-
sis, the Vietnam war, and the assassinations 
of President John Fitzgerald Kennedy, Mal-
colm X, Presidential Candidate Robert Ken-
nedy, and the man we honor here today. 

Dr. Martin Luther King’s dream helped us 
turn the corner on civil rights. It started with a 
peaceful march for suffrage that started in 
Selma, Alabama, on March 7, 1965—a march 
that ended with violence at the hands of law 
enforcement officers as the marchers crossed 
the Edmund Pettus Bridge. But the dream did 
not die there. 

Dr. King led the Montgomery bus boycott, 
often with Rosa Parks. The boycott lasted for 
381 days, as an end result, the United States 
Supreme Court outlawed racial segregation on 
all public transportation. Dr. King used several 
nonviolent tactics to protest against Jim Crow 
laws in the South. Furthermore, he organized 
and led demonstrations for desegregation, 
labor and voting rights. 

On April 4, 1967, at Riverside Church in 
New York City, he spoke out against the Viet-
nam War, when he saw the devastation that 
his nation was causing abroad and the effect 
that it had on the American men and women 
sent overseas. I quote: 

. . . it became clear to me that the war was 
doing far more than devastating the hopes of 
the poor at home. It was sending their sons 
and their brothers and their husbands to 
fight and to die in extraordinarily high pro-
portions relative to the rest of the popu-
lation. We were taking the black young men 
who had been crippled by our society and 
sending them eight thousand miles away to 
guarantee liberties in Southeast Asia which 
they had not found in southwest Georgia and 
East Harlem. 

When the life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
was stolen from us, he was a very young 39 
years old. People remember that Dr. King died 
in Memphis, but few can remember why he 
was there. 

On that fateful day in 1968 Dr. King came 
to Memphis to support a strike by the city’s 
sanitation workers. The garbage men there 
had recently formed a chapter of the American 
Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees to demand better wages and work-
ing conditions. But the city refused to recog-
nize their union, and when the 1,300 employ-
ees walked off their jobs the police broke up 
the rally with mace and billy clubs. It was then 
that union leaders invited Dr. King to Mem-
phis. Despite the danger he might face enter-
ing such a volatile situation, it was an invita-
tion he could not refuse. Not because he 
longed for danger, but because the labor 
movement was intertwined with the civil rights 
movement for which he had given up so many 
years of his life. 
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The death of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr., will never overshadow his life. That 
is his legacy as a dreamer and a man of ac-
tion. It is a legacy of hope, tempered with 
peace. It is a legacy not quite yet fulfilled. 

I hope that Dr. King’s vision of equality 
under the law is never lost to us, who in the 
present, toil in times of unevenness in our 
equality. For without that vision—without that 
dream—we can never continue to improve on 
the human condition. 

For those who have already forgotten, or 
whose vision is already clouded with the fog of 
complacency, I would like to recite the words 
of the good Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
himself: 

I have a dream that one day on the red 
hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and 
the sons of former shareholders will be able 
to sit down together at the table of brother-
hood. 

I have a dream that one day even the State 
of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the 
heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat of 
oppression, will be transformed into an oasis 
of freedom and justice. I have a dream that 
my four little children will one day live in a 
nation where they will not be judged by the 
color of their skin, but for the content of 
their character. I have a dream today. 

I have a dream that one day down in Ala-
bama with its vicious racists, with its Gov-
ernor having his lips dripping with words of 
interposition and nullification—one day 
right there in Alabama, little black boys and 
black girls will be able to join hands with lit-
tle white boys and white girls as sisters and 
brothers. 

I have a dream today. 
I have a dream that one day every valley 

shall be exalted, every hill and mountain 
shall be made low, the rough place will be 
made plain and the crooked places will be 
made straight, and the glory of the Lord 
shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it to-
gether. 

Dr. King’s dream did not stop at racial 
equality, his ultimate dream was one of human 
equality. There is no doubt that Dr. King sup-
ported freedom and justice for every individual 
in America. We continue that fight today and 
forever, in the great spirit that inspired the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Madam Speaker, I thank all my colleagues 
for being here and remembering Dr. King’s 
dream and for all that has been done to keep 
his dream alive. 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
SOLIS). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. CONYERS) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 61. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those voting have responded in the af-
firmative. 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

PROVIDING NEW EFFECTIVE DATE 
FOR APPLICABILITY OF CERTAIN 
PROVISIONS OF LAW 

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 188) to provide a 
new effective date for the applicability 
of certain provisions of law to Public 
Law 105–331. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 188 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, That notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, for the purposes 
of Public Law 105–331, the end of the 2-year 
period specified in subparagraph (B) of sec-
tion 5134(f)(1) of title 31, United States Code, 
shall be July 1, 2007. This section shall apply 
on and after December 31, 2006, as if the sec-
tion had been enacted on such date. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. SCOTT) and the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Mrs. BIGGERT) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days within which to revise and extend 
their remarks on this legislation and 
to insert extraneous material thereon. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I urge today that 
the House pass H.R. 188, which was in-
troduced by the distinguished gen-
tleman from New Jersey, Representa-
tive PALLONE. 

This bill has the simple purpose of 
addressing a glitch in the distribution 
of surcharges on the sale of commemo-
rative coins that honor America’s 
great inventor, Thomas Edison. 

In 1988, legislation authorizing the 
production of the coin was enacted and 
the U.S. Mint minted and issued the 
coin in 2004. But as a result of some un-
clear language in the documents pro-
vided both the Mint and to recipient 
organizations, it was unclear that the 
matching funds required by law in the 
order for recipient organizations to re-
ceive the coin’s proceeds must be 
raised entirely from private sources 
and that no other government funds 
could be used for this purpose. 

This bill extends for a period of 6 
months the amount of time in which 
the recipients of surcharges on the 
sales of the Thomas Edison commemo-
rative coin are allowed to raise match-
ing funds. 

While the House passed the bill to 
remedy this problem by voice vote 
under suspension of rules last Novem-
ber, the Senate failed to act on this in 
a timely manner, so I would urge the 
House to consider the bill and imme-
diately adopt the underlying text. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mrs. BIGGERT. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 188, introduced by the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
PALLONE). This bill will provide a new 
effective date for certain provisions in 
Public Law 105–331. It is a simple bill 
and it is simple to describe. 

Passage will allow the Edison Tower 
Museum in Edison, New Jersey, an ex-
tension until the end of June to raise 
private funds. These funds will match 
the roughly $380,000 in surcharges due 
from the sale of coins as part of the 
Thomas Alva Edison Commemorative 
Coin Act of 2004. 

As a result of some miscommuni-
cations and, frankly, a lack of clarity 
in materials, the United States Mint 
provided the Edison Memorial Tower 
Corporation regarding statutory re-
quirements, this brief extension is nec-
essary. It will allow the corporation 
time to raise private sector matching 
funds and thus claim the surcharges 
from the sale of the coins. 

The situation is now cleared up and 
the Mint has corrected the documenta-
tion and all concerned agree that a 
brief extension of the statutory 2-year 
timeline is both reasonable and a prac-
tical and fair way to deal with the situ-
ation. 

The matching fund requirements 
were part of sensible reforms to the 
commemorative coin program enacted 
in the 104th Congress at the behest of 
the gentleman from Delaware (Mr. 
CASTLE). They are an important safe-
guard against misuse of the commemo-
rative coin program. This modest ex-
tension creates no precedent for future 
surcharge recipients who fail to raise 
the required funds in a timely fashion, 
and is merely a brief pause to allow 
satisfaction of the statute. 

This is a good bill, one that passed 
the House in November of 2006 by voice 
vote but was not acted upon by the 
other body. I urge its immediate pas-
sage. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
PALLONE), someone who is truly a lead-
er in this Congress and the sponsor of 
this bill. 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 
want to thank my colleague from Geor-
gia for those very kind words. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
this bill, which already passed the 
House by voice vote last November and 
was well on its way to becoming law 
until it was held up in the other body. 

I have reintroduced the bill with Mr. 
FRANK of Massachusetts, who is, of 
course, the chairman of the Financial 
Services Committee, and my colleague 
from New Jersey (Mr. SIRES) who is 
also here to speak on the bill, and also 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. It is a very simple 
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