May 15, 2007

CERTIFICATION REGARDING EX-
PORT OF CERTAIN ITEMS TO
THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
CHINA—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 110-34)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs and ordered to be
printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with the provisions of
section 1512 of the Strom Thurmond
National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 1999 (Public Law 105-261), I
hereby certify that the export to the
People’s Republic of China of the fol-
lowing items is not detrimental to the
U.S. space launch industry, and that
the material and equipment, including
any indirect technical benefit that
could be derived from such exports,
will not measurably improve the mis-
sile or space launch capabilities of the
People’s Republic of China:

A four-axis filament winding ma-
chine for production of spare parts for
China’s water purification and treat-
ment industries;

A computer control system upgrade
to a three-axis filament winding ma-
chine for production of spare parts for
China’s water purification and treat-
ment industries;

An isostatic press for manufacturing
automotive spare parts; and

A four-axis filament winding ma-
chine to be used in production of
graphite or glass composite golf clubs.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 15, 2007.

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET
AND COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN
AFFAIRS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
the Budget and the Committee on For-
eign Affairs:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 15, 2007.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
House of Representatives, Office of the Speaker,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI: In light of my elec-
tion to the Committee on Financial Services
through passage of H. Res. 393 and pursuant
to House Republican Conference rules re-
garding service on certain standing commit-
tees, I am compelled to and do hereby resign
from service on the following committees:
Committee on the Budget and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

Sincerely,
THADDEUS G. MCCOTTER,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.
There was no objection.
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VOTE BY HOUSE ON WHETHER TO
GO TO WAR WITH IRAN IS NEED-
ED NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, we
need a vote on whether this country is
going to go to war with Iran. We have
talked to the Speaker about it. She has
promised it. But the time is getting
short. Every day that we wait, we
allow people down at the White House
to continue to talk about this.

The vote we gave in 2002 to allow the
President to deal with the problems of
9/11 was not a blank check to attack
any country in the world. This war on
terror began with some sense in Af-
ghanistan, and then moved to Iraq to
the absolute chaos we have today. It is
a quagmire from which we can’t get
ourselves. And, unfortunately, the
President and his Vice President are
leading us, it appears, toward a war
with Iran.

Ask why the urgency? Why do you
want to come out here and talk about
that tonight? Well, there was an article
that appeared today in the Al-Quds Al-
Arabi, which is an Arabic paper pub-
lished in London. It is a very respect-
able paper, and it is one that most peo-
ple in this body, in fact most people in
this country, never heard of, nor do
they understand and will never know
about it because our press won’t pick it
up.
But I read the Middle Eastern press
every day. I have some in my office
who read Arabic, and they translate it
for me, and I get a summary every day
in my office of what is going on. This
article I think deserves to be quoted a
little bit, because people may not get
the Congressional Quarterly or the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD and read it.

The article says this: ‘“Vice President
Dick Cheney yesterday ended his tour
of the Arab world that started with
Iraq and ended in the capitals of four
other Arab countries, Egypt, Jordan,
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates. High ranking Arab diplo-
matic sources close to the talks with
Cheney confirmed to the newspaper
that the probability of war became
more likely than peace in the region.”

This is Arabs listening to the Vice
President of the United States talk.

“The same sources indicated that
Cheney was talking to Gulf leaders he
met in a very confident and self-as-
sured way, stressing that the involve-
ment of this country in Iraq does not
mean it is in a weak situation and can-
not launch another war.”

Think about that. The Vice President
is telling the Arab leaders, because we
are in this mess in Iraq, just ignore
that. We still can go to Iran and have
a war.

Cheney went and talked to soldiers
and sailors on one of the aircraft car-
riers, ‘‘announcing to them,” and this
again is a quote, ‘‘in a decisive manner
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that the U.S. will not allow Iran to
possess nuclear weapons and that the
option of a military attack is not ex-
cluded.”

Now, he said, again quoting, ‘‘Cheney
expressed his conviction that striking
Iran may be the best solution for the
situation in Iraq.”

Think about it. We are going to solve
our problems in Iraq by attacking Iran.
He says, ‘“‘because Tehran,”’ the capital
of Iran, ‘‘has the biggest influence in
the country and is the source of the
arms of the militia.”

Now, this is from a man who sent to
Iraq a guy named Bremer who took
down all the guards and all the barriers
at the border between Iran and Iraq,
and Iran, of course, has been coming
into Iraq. This administration set it
up, or else they were ignorant. You can
take your choice on that.

He said, ‘“They do not expect that
there will be any retaliation by Iraq’s
Shiite militias. Quite the contrary, the
Sunni groups and militias will take the
opportunity to settle accounts with the
ruling government in Baghdad under
American support.”

So what he is saying is that the
United States is shifting its support
from the Maliki government, which is
Shiite, and they are now over there
telling people, well, we are going to
now be supporting the Sunni elements
so that they can get—Mr. Speaker, I
include the translation of the Al-Quds
Al-Arabi article for the RECORD.

Vice-President Dick Cheney yesterday
ended his tour of the Arab world that started
with Iraq and included the capitals of four
other Arab countries, Egypt, Jordan, Saudi
Arabia, and the TUnited Arab Emirates,
amidst a war of words with the Iranian
President Ahamdi Nijad, who launched a dip-
lomatic counter-attack in the form of two
sudden visits to the Emirates and to Oman.

High-ranking Arab diplomatic sources
close to the talks with Cheney confirmed to
Al-Quds Al-Arabi that the probability of war
became more likely than peace in the region
after the round of meetings of the vice-presi-
dent, and that the expected meetings be-
tween the Iranian and American sides in
Baghdad might be the last chance to avoid
military confrontation.

The same sources indicated that Cheney
was talking to Gulf leaders he met in a very
confident and self-assured tone, stressing
that the involvement of his country in Iraq
does not mean that it is in a weak situation
and cannot launch another war, against Iran.
Cheney, who visited the troops of his coun-
try in Iraq and the Gulf during his last
round, made sure that he met American sol-
diers on an airplane carrier announcing to
them in a decisive manner that the US will
not allow Iran to possess nuclear weapons,
and that the option of a military attack is
not excluded. The Iranian President replied
against that with severe threats in a press
conference in Abu Dhabi, assuring that if
they (Americans) make that mistake, the
reply of Iran will be very strong and they
will regret it. [Amedinejad said] ‘‘All the
world knows that they cannot beat us and
Iran is capable of defending herself, and that
the superpowers cannot stop us from pos-
sessing nuclear energy.”’

It was observed that Gulf states have
begun searching for alternatives to the Gulf
straits to export their oil abroad. There were
suggestions to build pipelines to the Red Sea
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or the Arab Sea across Yemen, due to fears
of closing the Strait of Hormuz through
which 18 million barrels pass daily. Western
analysts expect that Iranian retaliation will
include closing the Strait of Hormuz, bomb-
ing American bases, and burning down oil
wells in the Gulf, in addition to bombing
Israel with rockets from Iran directly,
through Hezbollah in Lebanon or both.

Cheney expressed his conviction that strik-
ing Iran may be the best solution for the sit-
uation in Iraq, because Tehran has the big-
gest influence in the country and is the
source of arms for militias. The source added
that American estimates do not expect Iraqi
Shiite retaliation against American troops
in case war breaks out. Quite the contrary,
the Sunni groups and militias will take the
opportunity to settle accounts with the rul-
ing government in Baghdad under America’s
support and protection. The same source in-
dicated that Cheney asked his allies (Saudi
Arabia, Egypt, Jordan and the United Arab
Emirates) to reassure Sunni groups in Iraq
and win them to the American side, passing
a message that the U.S. has lost confidence
completely in Al-Maliki government because
of its failure to control the security situa-
tion and to achieve national reconciliation,
including giving the Sunnis a bigger role in
the decision-making process.

Cheney assured Gulf leaders that the Ira-
nian nuclear reactor of Bushahr that lies on
the other side of the Gulf will not be a target
for strikes because it has no value and due to
the presence of Russian experts at the reac-
tor, and that even if it became a target of
strikes, it would not cause pollution to the
Gulf waters because it does not have de-
pleted plutonium. Gulf states that obtain
90% of their water from treatment stations
on the Gulf shores expressed to American of-
ficials their concerns and fears in the face of
a water crisis which would be caused if a nu-
clear leak pollutes the Gulf waters in case of
war with Iran.

The same source also confirmed that Che-
ney’s talks in the four capitals focused on
Iraq and Iran only and never dealt with the
Arab-Israeli conflict. This was explained by a
change of roles between Cheney and Rice,
with the latter’s role confined to the Israeli-
Palestinian issue.

In Abu Dhabi, there are currently rumors
about Mr. Nijad’s asking the Emirates for
mediation with Washington in the current
nuclear crisis, and that he brought forth new
ideas that an Emirate delegation will
present to Washington in the next 2 days.
The delegation is headed by crown-price and
commander-in-chief of the armed forces,
Sheikh Muhammad bin Zaid. The delegation
left for Washington, D.C. already and has
among its members the foreign minister of
the Emirates.

———
O 1930
IMPORTANT STEP TAKEN ON

ISSUE OF DOMESTIC NATIONAL
SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr. MURPHY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, we still hope to bring a 30-
something hour to the floor this
evening, but we may have to wait for
another evening, Mr. Speaker.

I wanted to briefly rise for a few min-
utes, potentially in replacement of our
normal 30-something hour this evening,
to talk about what I think is a very
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important step forward that this Con-
gress took today when it comes to the
issue of domestic national security.

We hear a lot and have heard a lot
from our President and from this Con-
gress over the past several months
about trying to change our course in
Iraq, trying to do the right thing to
make sure that our troops, that our
soldiers there are not put in harm’s
way in the middle of a religious civil
war.

For those of us who have been calling
for a new direction in Iraq, we do so in
part based on what our own intel-
ligence community has told wus,
through the National Intelligence Esti-
mate, that the war in Iraq, which has
become what they call a cause celeb for
the terrorist communities, is in fact
making this country less safe, not
more safe, by creating a breeding
ground, a training ground for terrorists
and in fact by growing the undeserved
derision for this country across the
world.

It points us to, I think, a misplaced
allocation of resources. While we have
been fighting a misguided and bungled
war in Iraq, we have been leaving our
own borders, leaving our own homeland
unsecured.

We know that the National Guard
and the Reserve troops are stretched to
their limit. I have a GAO report from
January of this year stating the high
use of National Guard for Federal over-
seas missions has reduced equipment
available for its State-led domestic
missions.

Governor after Governor is telling us
that their National Guards are not
ready to respond to the national emer-
gencies that may confront States. The
Governor of North Carolina says, ‘“We
rely on the National Guard to respond
to natural disasters, a pandemic or ter-
rorist attack. Currently, we do not
have the manpower or the equipment
to perform that dual role,” of respond-
ing to both State and Federal needs.

We know that our National Guard is
stretched thin. We also know that over
a period of time our local law enforce-
ment personnel have been stretched
thin as well.

For those of us that watched from
State legislatures or from our place in
the private citizenry, we were very
proud of this Congress in conjunction
with former President Clinton when
they instituted the COPS program.
Over 117,000 additional community po-
lice officers were put on the streets of
this country. Every State of the Union
was a beneficiary of this program.

That program was put by the wayside
by this Republican Congress and this
President. Today a lot of Republicans
got up and spoke in favor of the bill
today which basically reinvigorated
that community policing program. But
it was a Republican Congress that cut
that program to the bone.

During the Clinton administration
during the 1990s, the COPS program
was funded at $1 billion a year. By 2003,
the Republican-led Congress had scaled
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back COPS to $198 million. And by 2005,
to $10 million. By 2006, the Congress
had completely eliminated COPS fund-
ing.

Boots on the street, community po-
lice officers on the ground, you want to
talk about the first defense against the
next terrorist attack on this Nation, it
is the community police officers, our
law enforcement personnel on the
ground.

Today, we made an historic invest-
ment in community policing. For my
district alone, it means a 50 percent in-
crease in the number of COPS-sup-
ported personnel on the ground.

We are going to set a new course in
Iraq, and I believe that is going to
make this country safer. We are going
to put our National Guard and Reserve
troops protecting their States. That
will make us safer.

But today, this Democratic Congress
showed that things changed by invest-
ing once again in community policing
and the COPS program.

A lot of people wonder whether
things really are changing in Wash-
ington or whether it is just talk.
Today, by making an historic invest-
ment in community policing, we did
the right thing for our brave law en-
forcement personnel and national secu-
rity.

————
30-SOMETHING WORKING GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. RYAN) is recognized for 60 min-
utes.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, it is
an honor to be before the House of Rep-
resentatives once again with the gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr. MURPHY)
to share with the American people and
our colleagues some of the issues that
are facing the United States of Amer-
ica today, and that I think will have
ramifications for the future of this
country.

The past few weeks here have been
very exciting as we continue to try to
press the President of the United
States to find his way in Iraq and begin
the withdrawal of our troops.

I think it is important for the Amer-
ican people to recognize the position of
the majority party in the House of
Representatives and the position of the
majority in the United States Senate
represented by Speaker PELOSI and
Senate majority leader HARRY REID in
which we are trying to begin the proc-
ess of winding down the war in Iraq and
expanding the global war on terrorism.

The war in Iraq does not have any-
thing to do with the war on terrorism,
and we hear from the President con-
sistently that if we don’t fight them
over there, we are going to have to
fight them over here. I think it is im-
portant for us to recognize that only 2
to 3 percent of the people fighting in
Iraq are al Qaeda. We are in the middle
of a civil war in a country that 70 per-
cent of the citizens of that country in
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