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national security: Wax philosophical
about the so-called impact of global
warming first and, only after that, talk
about the real issue of the war on ter-
ror. This is the second time in as many
weeks that the left plans to force this
body to vote on a bill that would fund
special interest priorities at the ex-
pense of our national security. It is un-
conscionable. It is unfair. It is not
right. It is an abusive use of Federal
funds.

Welcome to national security, Demo-
crat style.

———

URGING SUPPORT FOR RESPONSI-
BILITY TO IRAQI REFUGEE ACT

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker,
Iraq is the scene of the world’s fastest
growing humanitarian crisis: 4 million
people displaced, half of whom have
fled the country altogether, with an-
other 50,000 or more added to the rolls
every month.

What are we doing to help, especially
the tens of thousands who are in dan-
ger because they helped the United
States, like serving as interpreters?
Last month the United States allowed
exactly one Iraqi refugee to enter the
United States.

No matter what your position is on
the war in Iraq or its future, I urge my
colleagues to cosponsor H.R. 2265, the
Responsibility to Iraqi Refugee Act,
comprehensive legislation that would
put somebody in charge, set modest
levels for refugees entitled to come to
our country, and authorize programs to
help them. It is the least we can do for
people whose lives are at risk because
they helped Americans.

——————

PAT PEDRAJA AND DRIVING FOR
DONORS

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to honor a very brave and
ambitious young man from my district,
Pat Pedraja.

Pat, who is 12 years old, was diag-
nosed with leukemia in March of 2006.
Like many inflicted with this disease,
Pat may need a bone marrow trans-
plant to save his life. Unfortunately,
there is currently a shortage of donors.

When Pat discovered this shortage,
he decided to do something about it. He
and his family organized ‘‘Driving for
Donors” to help add 5,000 new donors to
the National Marrow Registry Program
this year. They began traveling the
country last month in a
“Donormobile,” working to host suc-
cessful donor drives in over 30 major
cities. Tomorrow they will be in Wash-
ington.

I encourage my colleagues to take
the time out of your busy schedules to
help save a life. It only takes a small
donation of saliva, taken by a cheek
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swab, and completion of a donor con-
sent form. Please contact my office for
additional details.

———

THE PRESIDENT’S ENERGY
PROPOSAL

(Ms. SCHWARTZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Madam Speaker,
last year U.S. foreign oil imports
climbed to a record level of 66 percent.
American families are paying a record
$3.09 a gallon on average for regular
gasoline, more than double the cost of
gasoline when President Bush took of-
fice.

For 6 years now, the President has
failed to address these costs or our Na-
tion’s energy needs.

Yesterday, under pressure to finally
do something, President Bush an-
nounced an executive order to develop
regulations to lower vehicle emissions
before he leaves office in 2009.

This is too little, too late. The ad-
ministration has had 6 years to act,
and they have failed. They failed to ad-
dress the energy concerns of our Na-
tion while giving big tax breaks to the
oil and gas industry.

Fortunately, we have a new Demo-
cratic Congress that is going to lead
our Nation towards energy independ-
ence. We are determined to find ways
to be more energy efficient, to bring
new, safer, less expensive, homegrown
sources of energy to American families
and American businesses, and we will
start now by bringing a comprehensive
energy bill to the House floor in July
that will drive down costs and meet
our Nation’s future energy needs.

———

COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION
REFORM MUST BEGIN WITH AF-
FIRMATION OF THE RULE OF
LAW

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, on im-
migration reform the halls of Congress
are abuzz with rumors of a ‘‘grand com-
promise’ on the issue of illegal immi-
gration. There is talk of a proposal
that would allow millions of illegal im-
migrants to remain in this country by
merely paying a fine.

Let me say emphatically, Madam
Speaker, amnesty is no bargain for the
American people. Any effort at com-
prehensive immigration reform must
begin by rejecting amnesty, will put
border security first, and not imple-
ment any type of temporary worker
program until border security meas-
ures have been undertaken and com-
pleted. And once a temporary worker
program begins, we must require that
every person who has come into this
country illegally 1leave the United
States and apply outside of our coun-
try for the legal right to live and work
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here. And if they come under the color
of the law, we must require temporary
workers to learn the language of the
American people.

In addition, serious fines and an elec-
tronic verification system must ensure
a full partnership between American
business and the American government
in enforcing our immigration laws.

The real grand bargain for the Amer-
ican people is comprehensive immigra-
tion reform that begins with an affir-
mation of the rule of law.

————
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SUPPORTING COPS
REAUTHORIZATION ACT

(Mr. LARSEN of Washington asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Madam
Speaker, I am pleased today that the
House will vote to reauthorize the suc-
cessful COPS program, and I commend
our leadership for bringing H.R. 1700 to
the floor.

The Community Oriented Policing
Services program has allowed our law
enforcement agencies to hire over
100,000 police officers nationwide. This
has led to significantly reduced crime
rates between 1995 and 2005. Unfortu-
nately, the hiring component of this
grant program has not been funded in
recent years and the program overall
has taken severe cuts.

Post-9/11, we have asked our State
and local law enforcement agencies to
protect not only our communities from
crime, but to protect our homeland as
well. We cannot continue to put un-
funded mandates on our local police
forces and expect them to also provide
protection from terrorism if we are not
willing to provide the Federal aid for
them to do so. If Congress fails to fund
the hiring of additional peace officers,
we risk losing the progress we have
made in crime reduction. We must
keep pressure up on crime.

By helping to hire local police offi-
cers, the COPS program helps our
State and local law enforcement bust
drug-trafficking rings, take down do-
mestic meth labs, and keep our com-
munities safe.

I encourage my colleagues to vote for
H.R. 1700, the COPS Reauthorization
Act of 2007.

———

PARTIAL-BIRTH ABORTION BAN

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MCHENRY. Madam Speaker, I
rise to join with millions across this
Nation who applaud the Supreme
Court’s recent decision to uphold the
ban on partial-birth abortion.

Partial-birth abortion is unrivaled in
its gruesome brutality. There is no
question it has caused the vicious de-
struction of viable human life, babies,
whose only crime is inconvenience.

The Court’s decision is a victory in
the quest to restore basic human dig-
nity and human life. No longer will the
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most vulnerable and innocent among
us be subject to such cruelty.

It also is a victory for the Constitu-
tion, which liberal activist judges have
demeaned for far too long. It is encour-
aging to see the Court’s decision move
toward our Founders’ vision and intent
to not only respect opinions and the vi-
sion for our country, but also to pro-
tect human life.

Let us never forget our responsibility
to uphold the basic sanctity of human
life granted by our Maker.

——————

DEMOCRATS WORK TO MAKE
AMERICAN STREETS SAFER BY
PASSING COPS IMPROVEMENT
ACT

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, our
most important job as lawmakers is to
ensure the safety of the American peo-
ple.

Our local law enforcement officers
serve communities across this Nation
as the first line of defense against
crime. The number of police on our
streets matters for the security of
every city in this Nation, and we have
a responsibility to ensure that these of-
ficers are in place. That is why Con-
gress worked with President Clinton in
the 1990s to create the COPS program.

Through this program, more than
100,000 cops were hired, putting police
in every neighborhood in our Nation.
But when President Bush came to of-
fice, he eliminated the COPS program,
with no objections from the old Repub-
lican rubber-stamp Congress. As a re-
sult, crime substantially increased
over the last decade.

Madam Speaker, today this Congress
has an opportunity to reverse these
troubling trends by passing the COPS
Improvement Act. This legislation
would allow communities to hire 50,000
police officers over the next 6 years so
we can better protect our communities.

———

DEMOCRATS’ ACTIONS SPEAK
LOUDER THAN WORDS WHEN IT
COMES TO SUPPORTING OUR
TROOPS

(Mr. AKIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1

minute.)
Mr. AKIN. Recently, congressional
Democrats cut funding that was

planned for modernization of our mili-
tary. And while we’ve heard state-
ments that the Democrats are sup-
porting our troops, their actions speak
louder than words.

In a strict party-line vote, Democrats
slashed the Army modernization pro-
gram with a 25 percent cut, casting a
cloud over the first major moderniza-
tion program in four decades. Future
combat systems are designed to create
a real-time battlefield information sys-
tem. It promises increased safety and
efficiency for our troops. This is noth-
ing new. In the 1970s, the Democrats
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slashed military spending, and our
servicemen and -women were forced to
apply for food stamps just to survive.
Again, in the 1990s, the Democrat Con-
gress caused our Nation’s forces to lose
their technological edge. From future
combat systems to missile defense,
Democrats demonstrate a shortsighted-
ness that will cost our sons and daugh-
ters the tools they need for a safe mis-
sion. My children and our children will
pay the price.

———

SUPPORTING COPS
REAUTHORIZATION ACT

(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker,
today we will vote on H.R. 1700, which
calls for putting 50,000 additional police
officers on the street over the next 6
years, authorizing $600 million a year
for the COPS program, and it also au-
thorizes $350 million a year for the
COPS technology grants, and $200 mil-
lion a year for hiring community pros-
ecutors.

It is fitting today because today is
the 26th annual National Peace Officers
Memorial Service. Of all the cuts to
needed domestic programs the Bush ad-
ministration has devised over the
years, the decimation of funds to our
law enforcement personnel has to be
among the most ill-considered and
reckless. How he could ever stand next
to any cop and do what he has done in
the last 5 years is reprehensible.

The COPS program is a proven win-
ner, cutting crime and making neigh-
borhoods safer across the Nation. More
police on the streets means less violent
crimes and greater vigilance. It just
makes sense. According to the GAO
study, between 1998 and 2000, the COPS
grants are responsible for reducing
crimes by 225,000.

———
IS IT TOO COLD OR TOO HOT?

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, there is
alarming news from Newsweek maga-
zine. I read the article in part: ‘“There
are ominous signs the Earth’s weather
patterns have begun to change dra-
matically and that these changes may
cause a drastic decline in food produc-
tion. The evidence in support of these
predictions has now begun to accumu-
late so fast that meteorologists are
hard-pressed to keep up with it . ..
The central fact is that after three
quarters of a century of extraor-
dinarily mild conditions, the Earth’s
climate seems to be cooling down . . .
If the climate change is as profound as
some of the pessimists fear, the result-
ing famines could be catastrophic . . .
The present decline has taken our plan-
et about a sixth of the way toward the
Ice Age average.”

Madam Speaker, this article was
written in Newsweek in April 1975.
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Those doomsayers said we were all
going to freeze in the dark. Now these
are the same people who say we’re
going to roast because of global warm-
ing. Were they correct in 1975 or are
they correct today? Before we panic,
we need to separate science from junk
science and get the facts about global
warming.
And that’s just the way it is.

———

DEMOCRATS WORK TO RESTORE
COPS PROGRAM SO THAT WE
CAN CUT DOWN ON VIOLENCE

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Speaker, in
the war to fight crime in this country
we need more than just rhetoric. We
need results.

During the 1990s, thanks to the ini-
tiatives of the Clinton administration
and the Democratic Congress, we sig-
nificantly reduced crime nationwide
after enactment of the COPS program.
We put 100,000 new cops on our streets,
and crime rates fell. But over the past
decade, Republicans have cut the pro-
gram. As a result, crime rates have in-
creased nationwide.

The ©Police Executive Research
Forum recently released a report that
found violent crime rates have risen by
double-digit percentages over the last 2
years. Among the cities surveyed, 71
percent had an increase in homicides,
and 80 percent saw robberies rise.

Today, this House has an opportunity
to show it is serious about protecting
our neighborhoods by passing the
COPS Improvement Act. This legisla-
tion will restore the strong anti-crime
measures we enacted in the 1990s by
providing funding to hire 50,000 new po-
lice over the next 6 years.

Madam Speaker, the new Democratic
majority isn’t just talking about keep-
ing our Nation secure; we are Dpro-
ducing real results.

———

SUPPORTING COPS IMPROVEMENT
ACT

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I rise
also in strong suspects of the COPS Im-
provement Act.

Since the COPS program began in
1994, it has provided for the hiring of
404 police officers in my congressional
district. It has directed billions of dol-
lars in grants to law enforcement agen-
cies, including more than $20 million to
benefit my constituents on the central
coast of California.

COPS deserves much of the credit for
the major drop in crime across our
country during the 1990s, but the Bush
administration has repeatedly targeted
the COPS hiring program for elimi-
nation. So I'm glad the new Demo-
cratic majority in Congress realizes the
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