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passage of this resolution, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvVIS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2025.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

S/SGT LEWIS G. WATKINS POST
OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1335) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 508 East Main Street in Sen-
eca, South Carolina, as the ‘S/Sgt
Lewis G. Watkins Post Office Build-
ing”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1335

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. S/SGT LEWIS G. WATKINS POST OF-
FICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 508
East Main Street in Seneca, South Carolina,
shall be known and designated as the ‘“S/Sgt
Lewis G. Watkins Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the “S/Sgt Lewis G. Wat-
kins Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. WESTMORELAND)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume.

As a member of the House Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform,
I am pleased to join my colleague in
consideration of H.R. 1335, which
names a postal facility in Seneca,
South Carolina, after Lewis G. Wat-
kins.

H.R. 1335, which was introduced by
Representative J. GRESHAM BARRETT
on March 6, 2007, was reported from the
Oversight Committee on May 1, 2007,
by a voice vote. This measure has been
cosponsored by the five members of the
South Carolina congressional delega-
tion, which represents the delegation
indeed.
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Staff Sergeant Lewis G. Watkins
served in action during the Korean con-
flict. He heroically sacrificed his life in
combat on October 7, 1952, in Korea. He
was a recipient of the Congressional
Medal of Honor for his conspicuous gal-
lantry and intrepidity at the risk of his
life beyond the call of duty while serv-
ing as a guide of a rifle platoon of Com-
pany I, 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines, 1st
Marine Division.

Staff Sergeant Watkins’® extraor-
dinary heroism, inspiring leadership,
and resolute spirit of self-sacrifice re-
flected the highest credit upon himself
and enhances the finest traditions of
the U.S. naval service. He gave his life
for his country.

So, Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league Representative BARRETT for in-
troducing this legislation and urge
swift passage.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself as much time as I may
consume.

We often come to the floor to talk
about our brave soldiers fighting in
Iraq and Afghanistan; but today I am
proud to speak about a hero, a highly
decorated Korean War veteran, Lewis
G. Watkins.

Staff Sergeant Lewis G. Watkins was
born in Seneca, South Carolina, on
June 6, 1925. After graduating from
Greenville High School, he joined the
Greenville Police Department. Fur-
thering his public service, he enlisted
in the United States Marine Corps in
1950. After his training in Camp
Lejeune and Camp Pendleton, he was
sent to serve in Korea.

Staff Sergeant Watkins fought val-
iantly during his only tour of duty. On
October 7, 1952, his unit was attempting
to take an outpost from the enemy.
While leading his men up a hill and
fighting off heavy small-arms fire and
grenades, he was severely injured.
Pushing through the pain, he success-
fully led his team further up the hill.

It was then that he noticed a grenade
had landed nearby. Pushing his com-
rades aside to protect them, he instinc-
tively grabbed the grenade to throw it
out of harm’s way. Unfortunately, the
bomb exploded in his hand and he was
mortally wounded. His heroic actions
on that hill saved the lives of his fellow
soldiers; and it was for this act of brav-
ery and courage he deservedly, albeit
posthumously, was awarded the Na-
tion’s highest military decoration, the
Medal of Honor. His other awards in-
clude the Purple Heart, the United Na-
tions Service Medal, and the Korean
War Service Medal with two bronze
stars.

Staff Sergeant Lewis G. Watking’ life
and military achievements are to be
commended. He fought and died for his
country; and today we honor his her-
oism, his self-sacrifice, and his inspir-
ing leadership by naming this post of-
fice after him.

I commend my colleague Mr. BAR-
RETT for bringing this to our attention.
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I yield as much time as he may con-
sume to my very distinguished col-
league from the great State of South
Carolina (Mr. BARRETT).

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina.
Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from Georgia for yielding and also for
Representative DAVIS today.

I would also like to thank Chairman
Henry Waxman and Ranking Member
ToMm DAVIS of the House Oversight and
Government Reform Committee for fa-
cilitating such swift consideration of
this bill that recognizes such an honor-
able man.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 1335, a bill that honors the life
and sacrifices of Staff Sergeant Lewis
Watkins who gave his life for his coun-
try in the Korean War. Lewis Watkins
was born on June 6, 1925, in Seneca,
South Carolina. He graduated from
Greenville High School in South Caro-
lina in 1949.

He was a member of the Greenville
Police Department where he enlisted in
the United States Marine Corps on Sep-
tember 12, 1950. After training at Parris
Island, South Carolina, he served at
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, and
Camp Pendleton, California, before
being deployed to Korea.

On October 7, 1952, Sergeant Watkins’
platoon was assigned to retake an out-
post from the enemy. Even though Ser-
geant Watkins had been wounded dur-
ing the fight, he continued to lead his
men and return gunfire on the enemy
machine gun position holding up the
assault. At one point, an enemy gre-
nade landed among his men. Selflessly
and without thinking, he pushed his
men out of harm’s way and picked up
the grenade. While attempting to
throw the grenade back toward the
enemy, it exploded in his hand, fatally
wounding him.

Sergeant Watkins heroically sac-
rificed his life to save the lives of his
fellow marines under his command, and
in doing so, helped contribute to the
overall success of his unit’s mission
during the Korean War.

I thank Sergeant Watkins and his
family for his service. Every American
owes a debt of gratitude for his service
and his sacrifice.

In addition, every member of the
South Carolina delegation cosponsored
this legislation as a way to say thank
you and honor a man who gave his life
for his country.

Mr. Speaker, Staff Sergeant Lewis
Watkins is the only known native
Oconee County resident to receive a
Medal of Honor. To designate the post
office facility located at 508 East Main
Street in Seneca, South Carolina, as
the S/Sgt Lewis G. Watkins Post Office
Building is one way we can pay tribute
to his life. It will allow all who enter
the post office and view the dedication
plagque a unique opportunity to be
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mindful of the sacrifices our military
have made and continue to make
today.

In addition to the Medal of Honor,
Watking’ decorations include the Pur-
ple Heart Medal; Korean Service Medal
with two bronze stars; and the United
Nations Service Medal.
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Lewis Watkins made the ultimate
sacrifice for his country, and I am hon-
ored that this country is about to be-
stow upon his memory and his family
yet another recognition.

There is a verse that says, ‘“‘No great-
er love hath he,” and Lewis Watkins
proved that.

Mr. Speaker, I urge swift passage of
H.R. 1335.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Let me say
that it has, indeed, been a pleasure to
work with the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. WESTMORELAND) and I thank him,
and I urge swift passage of this resolu-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of our time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvis) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1335.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
NATIONAL AMERICORPS WEEK

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 385) recognizing Na-
tional AmeriCorps Week.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 385

Whereas the AmeriCorps national service
program, since its inception in 1994, has
proven to be an effective way to engage
Americans in service to the Nation that
meets a wide range of local and national
needs and promotes the ethic of service and
volunteerism;

Whereas the AmeriCorps program, working
closely with its Nationwide network of Gov-
ernor-appointed state service commissions,
has strengthened America’s nonprofit sector
community nonprofit groups, in every State
in our Nation;

Whereas the AmeriCorps programs across
our Nation have leveraged additional funds
and in-kind donations from other sources to
further service and volunteerism in America;

Whereas each year AmeriCorps provides
opportunities for 75,000 citizens to serve in
and work to improve communities in our Na-
tion;

Whereas since 1994 a total of 500,000 citi-
zens across the Nation have taken the
AmeriCorps pledge to ‘‘get things done for
America’” by becoming AmeriCorps mem-
bers;
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Whereas those same individuals have
served a total of more than 630,000,000 hours
in service to our Nation, helping to improve
the lives of our Nation’s most vulnerable
citizens, protect our environment, con-
tribute to our public safety, respond to disas-
ters, and strengthen our educational system;

Whereas AmeriCorps members last year re-
cruited and supervised more than 1,400,000
community volunteers, serving as a powerful
volunteer catalyst;

Whereas AmeriCorps members, in return
for their service, have earned nearly
$1,300,000,000 to further their own education
at our Nation’s colleges and universities;

Whereas AmeriCorps members, after their
terms of service end, remain engaged in our
communities as volunteers, teachers, and
nonprofit professionals in disproportionately
high levels; and

Whereas the inaugural National
AmeriCorps Week, May 13-20, 2007, is an op-
portune time for the people of the United
States to recognize current and former
AmeriCorps members for their service to our
Nation; thank AmeriCorps’ community part-
ners who make the program possible; and
bring more Americans into service: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) encourages all citizens to join in a na-
tional effort to salute AmeriCorps members
and alumni to raise awareness about the im-
portance of national and community service;

(2) acknowledges the significant accom-
plishments of the AmeriCorps members,
alumni and community partners;

(3) recognizes the important contribution
to the lives of our citizens by AmeriCorps
members; and

(4) encourages citizens of all ages to par-
ticipate in service opportunities in their
communities, including in AmeriCorps pro-
grams.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. YARMUTH) and the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. BOUSTANY)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kentucky.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, I re-
quest b legislative days during which
Members may insert material relevant
to H. Res. 385 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

There was no objection.

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of H. Res. 385,
which recognizes National AmeriCorps
Week.

Since Congress created AmeriCorps
in 1994, the program has generated
numbers that are impressive by any
measure. In 13 years, AmeriCorps has
mobilized 1.5 million volunteers in
every State in the Union, accumu-
lating nearly 700 million hours of serv-
ice, a value of $12 billion.

In addition, AmeriCorps volunteers
have earned more than $1 billion in
scholarships for that service. My home
State of Kentucky has benefited from 7
million of the service hours from near-
1y 5,000 volunteers.
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Few Federal programs can quantify
this type of success across the board,
but the numbers would be meaningless
were it not for the tremendous impact
these hours and all those volunteers
have made on countless lives through-
out our communities. In my district in
Louisville, that impact can be felt
throughout the community.

I see it on the optimistic face of a
young girl who recently found new rea-
sons to smile, thanks to her mentor
from Big Brothers/Big Sisters of
Kentuckiana. We feel it walking
through a Portland neighborhood,
freshly cleaned and painted by volun-
teers participating in the second an-
nual Martin Luther King Season of
Service. You hear it in the voice of a
boy proudly reading his first book to
his mother, who would not have been
able to provide adequate education if
not for the AmeriCorps Every 1 Reads
program.

There can be no doubt that in our
world, the ways these lives have been
touched is exceptional. But in
AmeriCorps, by providing resources to
Court Appointed Special Advocates,
Habitat For Humanity, Kentucky Do-
mestic Violence Association, and other
educational and non-profit services,
these successes are the norm.

They happen every day all across the
country over and over again, because
this unique and ambitious government
initiative provides the catalyst for self-
less Americans of all backgrounds to
push the limits for our capacity of
service, and turn awareness into ac-
tion, compassion and commitment.

AmeriCorps members live every day
with the understanding that when we
act as one for progress, we progress to-
gether. Yet all too often, these life-
changing individuals and community
building programs go unrecognized. So
I ask all my colleagues to join me for
the next 7 days in honoring all
AmeriCorps members and alumni, to
say thanks for all that they have done
and continue to do and to encourage
more people to get involved.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the remainder
of my time.

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of House Resolution
385, which recognizes National
AmeriCorps Week. This first ever Na-
tional AmeriCorps Week gives us an
opportunity to acknowledge the impact
of AmeriCorps members, alumni and
community partners around the coun-
try.

As we recognize National AmeriCorps
Week, we are reminded of the spirit of
service that is such an integral part of
our national character. Throughout
our country, countless individuals of
all backgrounds and ages engage in
community service every day to ad-
dress the common concerns of our
neighborhoods, communities, Nation
and the world.

Our community has seen the inspir-
ing example of citizens’ willingness to
serve others in the wake of tragedies
large and small that touch our lives
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