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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. McCNULTY) at 10 o’clock
and 23 minutes a.m.

———————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed a bill of the
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested:

S. 1082. An act to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act and the Public
Health Service Act to reauthorize drug and
device user fees and ensure the safety of
medical products, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate disagrees to the amendment of
the House to the bill (S. Con. Res. 21)
entitled ‘“‘Concurrent resolution setting
forth the congressional budget for the
United States Government for fiscal
year 2008 and including the appropriate
budgetary levels for fiscal years 2007
and 2009 through 2012’°, agrees to a con-
ference asked by the House on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses there-
on, and appoints Mr. CONRAD, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. GREGG, and
Mr. DOMENICI, to be the conferees on
the part of the Senate.

————

PRINTING OF PROCEEDINGS HAD
DURING RECESS

Mr. SESTAK. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the pro-
ceedings had during the recess be print-
ed in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD and
that all Members and former Members
who spoke during the recess have the
privilege of revising and extending
their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 10 one-
minute speeches on each side.

———

IT IS TIME TO ENACT A
COMPREHENSIVE ENERGY POLICY

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, it
seems that every year as we close in on
Memorial Day, gas prices sky-rocket to
new record highs. Unfortunately, this
year there is no exception.

For 6 years under Republican leader-
ship, Congress has failed to enact a
comprehensive energy strategy needed
to help stabilize the price of gas and
make America more energy inde-
pendent. Under the Republican leader-
ship, energy policy was little more
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than corporate welfare, handing over
billions of dollars in tax breaks to oil
companies and gas companies experi-
encing record profits. As a result of
those policies, American families are
paying a higher price every time they
go to the pump.

Under the new leadership, this House
has already supported a rollback of
those multi-billion dollar taxpayer
subsidies to big o0il companies so that
we can invest in efficiency and renew-
able forms of energy.

Mr. Speaker, it is time to help the
working families struggle to pay the
prices at the pump. We must bring
down prices and make America energy
independent. With a comprehensive en-
ergy policy we can and should and will
accomplish this goal.

———

MENTAL HEALTH SECURITY FOR
AMERICA’S FAMILIES IN EDU-
CATION

(Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, it has been a few short
weeks since the tragedies of Virginia
Tech, which we cannot forget. Nor
should we forget the fact that there are
three suicides each day on college cam-
puses and each year hundreds of thou-
sands of acts of violence, many com-
mitted by those who have serious men-
tal illness.

But under the Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act, passed into
law in 1974, school personnel, adminis-
trators, and teachers who have little or
no training in mental health are bur-
dened with the task of defining and de-
termining if a student is at risk. These
educational personnel are also reluc-
tant to release information for fear of
legal action.

That is why I have introduced H.R.
2220, the Mental Health Security for
America’s Families in Education Act,
to break down these barriers to allow
our schools to communicate with par-
ents after consultation with a licensed
mental health professional.

I ask my colleagues to join the Asso-
ciation of American Universities, the
American Council on Education, and
the National Association of State Uni-
versities and Land Grant Colleges to
help support this bill.

THE WAR IN IRAQ

(Mr. SESTAK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SESTAK. Mr. Speaker, we are at
the point where no one should call the
war in Iraq ‘“‘Bush’s war.” It is ours,
America’s war. We are in this together.
We Democrats need the Republicans if
we are to end it without a failed Iraqi
state.

It is not just about ‘‘getting out of
Iraq.” It should be about redeploying
out of Iraq so that we can better ensure
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U.S. security elsewhere, as we leave
Iraq with relative stability.

The resolution we will soon vote on
is today’s stalking horse, with merit,
but with less of a strategic plan for a
successful end than the last Iraqi reso-
lution, despite times that are now
more dire in Iraq and, therefore, also
for us. We need both the Republicans
and a new strategy so that we can suc-
cessfully end this conflict for our bet-
terment. I see the key as President
Bush’s statement that our commit-
ment is not open-ended. We, therefore,
now need to define how to end it, to-
gether.

I will vote for this resolution, but I
am expressing my reservations because
it lacks defining how to achieve the
end of an open-ended commitment by a
winning strategy.

That is why we need the Republicans,
and they us, to resolve the war success-
fully by a strategy that deliberately
defines the end of our open-ended com-
mitment so that we can then use it to
exact success, diplomatically, region-
ally, ensuring our, and Iraqis’, greater
security.

HELPING TERRORISTS

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
there is a fundamental disagreement in
this House of Representatives over how
to protect our Nation and our approach
to national security. And these dif-
ferences are no more blatant than in
the Department of Homeland Security
authorization bill that passed this
House just yesterday.

While law enforcement officials were
arresting six potential terrorists who
planned to attack a military base in
New Jersey, this Democrat majority
was already working hard to strip com-
monsense immigration reforms from
the authorization bill. Never mind that
three of the would-be terrorists were in
the country illegally, never mind that
stronger enforcement and better re-
sources for our Customs and Border
agents could have very well kept these
men from getting across the border.

It is outrageous that this majority
would proactively undermine an oppor-
tunity to strengthen our Nation’s de-
fenses, support our first responders,
and track who is coming into our coun-
try.

American common sense appears not
to have extended to the majority
party. There are fundamental dif-
ferences in how we plan to protect
America. Our enemies are watching
and so are the American people.

e —
7 1030
EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL

(Mr. HALL of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HALL of New York. Mr. Speaker,
today this House is again going to con-
sider legislation that would heed the
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will of the American people by chang-
ing course in Iraq and paving the way
for responsible redeployment of our
troops.

Although the President claims that
he is interested in cooperation with
Congress, his most recent veto threat
shows that to him cooperation still
means, ‘“‘I'm the decider, you will do
what I say.”” Well, the American people
feel differently. The President is going
to have to acknowledge that his course
in Iraq is the wrong course, and that it
is time to abandon this approach and
work with Congress.

The bill we are considering today
funds our troops, enhances our ability
to go after al Qaeda and ensures bench-
marks for the Iraqi Government that
will ensure we are not on a road to no-
where in Iraq.

This bill sets the stage for respon-
sible winding down of our military in-
volvement in Iraq, and I urge my col-
leagues to support it and the President
to sign it.

——

DEMOCRATS’ PLAN DOESN'T CUT
IT

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, the supplemental bill we are
set to consider today only partially
funds our troops. This leaves the possi-
bility that Democratic leaders will
again seek to undercut the efforts of
General Petraeus before August. The
plan is equivalent of an o0il change
when the car needs new tires.

President Bush pledged yesterday to
veto the new Democrat funding bill.
The President’s veto supports our
troops to complete the mission. Sec-
retary of Defense Robert Gates has
made clear the impact on the military
of partial funding. He has said, ‘“‘In es-
sence, the bill asks me to run the De-
partment of Defense like a skiff, and
I'm trying to drive the biggest super-
tanker in the world.”

Following their failed attempt to
micromanage our military leaders and
hamstring our troops in the battlefield,
I am saddened that many Democrats
are not facing up to the threats to our
security. Al Qaeda spokesman Zawahiri
has declared Iraq the central front in
the global war on terrorism.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September 11.

———

IN SUPPORT OF UNITED STATES
COMMITMENT TO GLOBAL CHILD
SURVIVAL ACT

(Ms. McCOLLUM Minnesota asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, today I will introduce a bipar-
tisan piece of legislation that will keep
newborn babies and young children
alive and healthy in the world’s poor-
est countries. I urge my colleagues to
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cosponsor the United States Commit-
ment to the Global Child Survival Act.

Every year, more than 10 million
newborns and children under 5 die.
That is 28,000 babies and toddlers dying
every day. Pneumonia, diarrhea and
malnutrition needlessly kill millions.
Sixty percent of newborns and young
children die needlessly from treatable
or preventable problems just because
they are poor.

This bill expands access to the basics,
antibiotics, vaccines, vitamins,
antimalaria drugs, which will save
lives.

I urge my colleagues to cosponsor the
United States Commitment to the
Global Child Survival Act and to invest
in keeping newborns and young chil-
dren and their mothers healthy.

———

DON'T WITHDRAW FROM IRAQ

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina.
Mr. Speaker, yesterday a petition
signed by nearly 3,000 men and women
currently serving in Iraq was accepted
by the House of Representatives by
Leader BOEHNER. The appeal simply
states, ‘“As an American currently
serving my nation in uniform, I re-
spectfully urge my political leaders in
Congress to fully support our mission
in Iraq and halt any calls for retreat.
The war in Iraq is a necessary and just
effort to bring freedom to the Middle
East and protect America from further
attacks.”

This petition was organized by two
U.S. servicemen serving in Iraq, Lieu-
tenant Jason Nichols and Staff Ser-
geant David Thul. In a statement re-
leased yesterday, they said, ‘“We are re-
spectfully asking for full support in
finishing the mission you assigned us
here in Iraq. Patience and resolve will
result in a stable democratic country
in the Middle East. BEarly withdrawal
will result in a stronger enemy, a
weaker America and a demoralized
united armed forces. We need your sup-
port to finish the job.”

Mr. Speaker, these are the thoughts
of men and women fighting this war.
We owe it to them to listen. They’ve
earned it.

——
2008 BUDGET

(Ms. SCHWARTZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SCHWARTZ. As a Member of the
Budget Committee, I am proud of the
2008 budget that we sent to conference
committee this week. Our budget is a
responsible one, and it is attentive to
America’s priorities.

First, our budget honors our commit-
ment to our service men and women. It
provides funding that will enable our
veterans’ health system to meet in-
creasing needs.

Second, our budget recognizes the
priorities of hard-working Americans.
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It provides tax relief to middle-income
families by fixing the AMT, extending
lower tax rates, and continuing the
earned income and child tax credits.
And it expands SCHIP to provide
health coverage to 7 million children of
middle-income families who are cur-
rently uninsured.

Third, our budget enhances our Na-
tion’s economic competitiveness. It
makes key investments to ensure our
future workforce has the education and
skills needed to compete in the global
economy. Our budget is fiscally dis-
ciplined. It ends the unsustainable
“borrow-and-spend’’ policies of the last
6 years. And it balances the budget in
5 years, setting us on a course to pay
down our debt while meeting our obli-
gations.

We should all be proud of this budget.
It is a new direction; it is the right di-
rection for America.

——————

COMMEMORATING THE 100TH BACH
CHOIR FESTIVAL

(Mr. DENT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to commemorate the distinguished
Bach choir of Bethlehem, Pennsyl-
vania, our Nation’s oldest choir dedi-
cated to the performance and celebra-
tion of musical masterpieces composed
by Johann Sebastian Bach. Founded in
1898 under the direction of J. Fred
Wolle, the organist of the Bethlehem
Moravian Church, the choir is cele-
brating the 100th anniversary of the
annual Bach Festival this month.

In 1900, the Bach choir presented
their first performance of ‘“The Mass in
B Minor” in the Moravian Church in
Bethlehem during the Bach Festival.
Although the next Bach Festival was
not held again until 1912, the Festival
has blossomed into a long-standing cul-
tural tradition in Bethlehem, attract-
ing visitors from all around the Nation
and the world each year. During the
festival, the choir will once again
breathe life into Bach’s Mass in B
Minor.

Since its inception, the choir has
been a shining star in the city of Beth-
lehem. Today, the choir is comprised of
95 volunteer members and performs
under the leadership and direction of
Greg Funfgeld. This unique ensemble
has gained international acclaim for
their artistry. The choir has been wel-
comed to perform on some of the most
renowned stages in the world, includ-
ing the Kennedy Center, Carnegie Hall,
Munich’s Royal Residence, as well as
London’s Royal Albert Hall as part of a
concert tour in the United Kingdom.

Furthermore, countless listeners
have tuned in across the globe to listen
to the choir on National Public Radio
and the BBC World Service. The dis-
cipline and talent that ushers this
choir around the world is also shared
with children and the young musicians
in Lehigh Valley through music edu-
cation programs.
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