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The CHAIRMAN. The question is on 

the amendment offered by the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 8 OFFERED BY MS. JACKSON- 

LEE OF TEXAS 
The CHAIRMAN. It is now in order to 

consider amendment No. 8 printed in 
House Report 110–137. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Chairman, I offer an amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will des-
ignate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 8 offered by Ms. JACKSON- 
LEE of Texas: 

Section 104, strike ‘‘Senate.’’ and insert 
‘‘Senate, and any other committee of the 
House and Senate that has jurisdiction over 
the agency concerned.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 383, the gen-
tlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON- 
LEE) and a Member opposed each will 
control 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. I thank 
the distinguished chairman for his 
yielding to me and appreciate his lead-
ership in the Speaker’s chair this 
evening. 

Let me again express my apprecia-
tion to the chairwoman of the full 
Committee on Small Business and, as 
well, the ranking member for their as-
sistance in this amendment and their 
staff and my staff as well. 

This amendment is one that reflects, 
again, that small businesses are small 
businesses, and they need our assist-
ance. They also work with a number of 
agencies, and those agencies have con-
tracting procurement offices. Those, of 
course, are challenges for many small 
businesses, one, to have a road map of 
how to get a procurement from a large, 
if you will, government agency. Many 
times, there may be disputes. 

This amendment simply says that 
any disagreement between the SBA and 
the contracting procurement agency, 
the appropriate House and Senate com-
mittees with jurisdiction over the mat-
ter should be informed. This includes 
the Committees on Small Business and 
Oversight and Government Reform. 
This, of course, is designed to ensure 
that both the SBA and the procuring 
agency are accountable and forth-
coming to the committees which have 
jurisdiction over the procuring agency 
as it relates to small businesses and 
meeting SBA and congressionally man-
dated goals. Of course, this emphasizes 
the fact to make sure that we do have 
the widespread of small businesses, 
women-owned businesses, minority- 
owned businesses. 

My amendment is simple; my amend-
ment is, I think, helpful; and my 
amendment is necessary and bipar-
tisan. Small businesses are the back-
bone of our society, and they represent 
an American dream for numerous fami-
lies and provide much-needed revenue 
to the local municipalities they live in. 

So I therefore ask that that amend-
ment be accepted. 

I thank the Chairman and Ranking Member 
for allowing me to explain my amendment to 
H.R. 1873, the ‘‘Small Business Fairness in 
Contracting Act.’’ 

My amendment has the full support of 
Chairwoman Velázquez and mandates that 
whenever there is a disagreement between 
the SBA and the contracting procurement 
agency, the appropriate House and Senate 
committees with jurisdiction over the matter 
are informed. This includes the Committees on 
Small Business and Oversight & Government 
Reform. This amendment is designed to en-
sure that both the SBA and the procuring 
agency are accountable and forthcoming to 
the committees which have jurisdiction over 
the procuring agency, (as it relates to small 
businesses and meeting SBA and congres-
sionally mandated goals.) 

My amendment is simple. My amendment is 
important. My amendment is necessary. And 
my amendment is bi-partisan. 

Small businesses are the backbone of our 
society. They represent the American dream 
for numerous families, and provide much 
needed revenue to the local municipalities 
they serve. The very nature of small busi-
nesses tend to create a bond between cus-
tomer and shop owner that can not be dupli-
cated within the confines of our super-malls, 
or on the never ending maze we call the inter-
net. Small business owners value the relation-
ship they share with their customers, and tend 
to go above and beyond the normal call of 
duty to meet their clients’ needs. 

Mr. Chairman, I would yield to the 
distinguished gentlelady from New 
York (Ms. VELÁZQUEZ). 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Chairman, I 
want to thank the gentlelady for yield-
ing. 

We are prepared to accept this 
amendment. The gentlelady’s amend-
ment provides a measure of enforce-
ment. It requires agencies to send cop-
ies of letters in which they have dis-
agreed with the SBA’s attempts to 
maximize the usage of small businesses 
on bundled contracts to the relevant 
authorizing committee. 

The committees will soon become fa-
miliar with the extent to which agen-
cies within their jurisdiction are bun-
dling contracts and will have a better 
handle on the extent of this problem. 

I urge adoption of this amendment, 
and I yield to the ranking member, Mr. 
CHABOT. 

Mr. CHABOT. I thank the gentlelady 
for yielding, and I want to again com-
mend the gentlewoman for offering a 
helpful amendment. And we accept this 
amendment as well. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. I thank 
both the chairwoman and the ranking 
member. I ask my colleagues to sup-
port this amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on 
the amendment offered by the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Chairman, I 

move that the Committee do now rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 

Accordingly, the Committee rose; 
and the Speaker pro tempore (Ms. SUT-
TON) having assumed the chair, Mr. 
LINCOLN DAVIS of Tennessee, Chairman 
of the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union, reported that 
that Committee, having had under con-
sideration the bill (H.R. 1873) to reau-
thorize the programs and activities of 
the Small Business Administration re-
lating to procurement, and for other 
purposes, had come to no resolution 
thereon. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO 
MAKE CORRECTIONS IN EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 1873, SMALL 
BUSINESS FAIRNESS IN CON-
TRACTING ACT 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Clerk 
be authorized to make technical cor-
rections in the engrossment of H.R. 
1873, including corrections in spelling, 
punctuation, section numbering and 
cross-referencing, and the insertion of 
appropriate headings. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York? 

There was no objection. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY BLOCKING PROP-
ERTY OF CERTAIN PERSONS AND 
PROHIBITING THE EXPORT OF 
CERTAIN GOODS TO SYRIA—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC. 
NO. 110–33) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations and ordered to be 
printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the 
anniversary date of its declaration, the 
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a 
notice stating that the emergency is to 
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication the enclosed no-
tice, stating that the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13338 
of May 11, 2004, and expanded in scope 
in Executive Order 13399 of April 25, 
2006, authorizing the blocking of prop-
erty of certain persons and prohibiting 
the exportation and reexportation of 
certain goods to Syria, is to continue 
in effect beyond May 11, 2007. 

The actions of the Government of 
Syria in supporting terrorism, inter-
fering in Lebanon, pursuing weapons of 
mass destruction and missile programs, 
and undermining United States and 
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international efforts with respect to 
the stabilization and reconstruction of 
Iraq pose a continuing unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national se-
curity, foreign policy, and economy of 
the United States. For these reasons, I 
have determined that it is necessary to 
continue in effect the national emer-
gency declared with respect to this 
threat and to maintain in force the 
sanctions I have ordered to address this 
national emergency. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 8, 2007. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO 
MAKE CORRECTIONS IN EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 1684, DE-
PARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECU-
RITY AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2008 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Clerk 
be authorized to make technical cor-
rections in the engrossment of H.R. 
1684, including corrections to the spell-
ing, punctuation, section numbering 
and cross-referencing, and the inser-
tion of appropriate headings. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 
f 

WE ARE AT A CROSSROADS AGAIN 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, we are at a crossroads again. 
The legislation that we worked so me-
ticulously on to ensure the funding of 
our troops just about a week ago saw 
the veto pen of the White House with-
out consideration of the failed mission 
that Iraq has become. 

I did not say military operations be-
cause I believe that our soldiers are 
valiant, and they have achieved the 
success that we’ve asked them to 
achieve. That is why I went to the 
Rules Committee today to ask for the 
consideration that the resolution in 
the fall of 2002 should expire. In fact, it 
has expired, because we have shown 
there is no nexus or was no nexus be-
tween Saddam Hussein and terrorism. 
There were no weapons of mass de-
struction; and, of course, we know that 
Saddam Hussein is no longer in power. 

Unfortunately, our President has ex-
panded the resolution, building on it, 
surging troops, and the great loss of 
life has harmed the United States. 

There’s been no diplomacy, there’s no 
reconstruction, and the government of 
Iraq is weak. I hope that when we de-
bate this question tomorrow that we 
will recognize that the best solution is 
a diplomatic, a political and social so-
lution that requires a reconstruction, 
if you will, of Iraq, the inclusion of the 
allies surrounding the region, the en-
gagement with Syria and Jordan and 
Saudi Arabia, working with NATO. 

But, more importantly, it requires that 
we redeploy out of Iraq; and I hope we 
will consider at some point the idea of 
the resolution expiring. 

It is time to save lives, those of our 
soldiers, and to bring them home in 
dignity. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous 
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes 
each. 

f 

UP OR DOWN VOTE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to call for an up or down vote on a 
timetable for getting U.S. soldiers out 
of Iraq. Simple, straightforward and to 
the point. 

Do we stay or do we redeploy? 
All this talk about benchmarks is a 

diversionary tactic by the administra-
tion to keep making war. Last Novem-
ber, the American people elected 
Democrats for one reason above all 
others, to get U.S. soldiers out of Iraq 
and get Americans out of the Iraq war. 

The American people have given up 
on the credibility of the President. 
Every week another poll confirms an-
other vote of no confidence by the 
American people against this Presi-
dent. In a new poll, the Americans dis-
approve of the President’s handling of 
the Iraq war by a two to one margin. 

Newsweek magazine has the Presi-
dent’s approval ratings even lower. 
Nearly 7 in 10 Americans believe the 
President’s actions in Iraq show he is 
stubborn and unwilling to admit his 
mistakes. 

In USA Today, nearly 80 percent 
don’t believe the President’s assertion 
that a U.S. presence in Iraq is pre-
venting terror attacks here at home. 

The American people get it. Nothing 
good comes from being in Iraq, and 
nothing worse will happen by leaving 
Iraq. 

The American people have issued or-
ders, but the President refuses to rede-
ploy his thinking. More U.S. soldiers 
and more Iraqi civilians are dying 
every day. Iraqi children are being 
traumatized every day by the sight of 
dead bodies in the street. Over a mil-
lion Iraqi civilians have fled to Jordan 
and Syria, where the refugee crisis 
grows by the hour. 

And the President’s plan to address 
this reality is spending more money 
building concrete walls in Baghdad. 
Walling in the Iraqi people isn’t going 
to solve anything and may, in fact, 
worsen the ethnic cleansing that is es-
sentially a part of a civil war raging 
throughout the country. 

How ironic that a Republican Presi-
dent authorizes building concrete walls 

to contain and separate Iraqi people. 
The Soviets tried it in Berlin, and it 
wasn’t many years later that Ronald 
Reagan, a Republican President, told 
Gorbachev, ‘‘Tear down this wall.’’ 

Iraqi leaders are demanding that the 
U.S. stop building walls that are in ef-
fect concrete jail cells, locking up in-
nocent Iraqi citizens and making them 
easy prey for more attacks. It may be 
their country, but that doesn’t matter 
to this White House. 

By yesterday, 144 Iraqi lawmakers 
out of 275 signed a petition calling for 
the U.S. to set a timetable to with-
draw. That is a majority. The story 
broke this morning on Alternet.com, 
and one of the reporters, Joshua Hol-
land, has broken other significant news 
stories concerning Iraq. This is the 
first time that over half of the duly 
elected members of the Iraqi Par-
liament have gone on the record de-
manding a date for U.S. withdrawal. 

Iraqi leaders want their country 
back, but this President isn’t going to 
honor that request. The President’s 
veto of the supplemental Iraq spending 
bill was his de facto military esca-
lation of the war, a declaration that he 
intends to keep making declarations of 
war, not peace, and the President’s 
veto was his rejection of working with 
the Congress to end the Iraq war. 

A war with benchmarks is still a war. 
A war with benchmarks in this admin-
istration is a war without end. The 
only benchmark this administration 
will understand is an up-or-down vote 
on the Iraq war. And we have been 
promised an up-or-down vote on Iran, 
and we need to take that as well. 

Members deserve the opportunity to 
say with their vote what they think 
and what we are hearing back home 
from our constituents. Unless we do 
the job the American people elected us 
to do, the President won’t be the only 
one getting a vote of no confidence. 

The people have spoken and spoken. 
In the People’s House, it is time we ac-
cept the will of the American people. 
Schedule an up-or-down vote on setting 
a timetable for getting U.S. soldiers 
out of Iraq. 

b 2015 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. SUT-

TON). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
POE) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

LIVABLE PITTSBURGH 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
ALTMIRE) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, it is 
a true pleasure for me to stand here to-
night to talk about my favorite city, 
the city of Pittsburgh, which was once 
again named by Rand McNally as 
America’s ‘‘most livable’’ city. 

Now, Rand McNally has been desig-
nating cities as livable for 26 years, and 
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