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Fort Worth police officers, those brave 
officers who risk their lives every day 
to keep us safe and free. We think 
about those officers, and we think 
about their families also. 

One of the officers was Dwayne 
Freeto. He was just 34 years old when 
he was killed by a drunk driver just 8 
days before this past Christmas. He had 
been a police officer with the Fort 
Worth Police Department since August 
2005. He also served in the United 
States Army. When he was killed, he 
left behind a wife, Karen, and two 
daughters, ages 3 and 9. 

Those stories can be repeated about 
our officers across this Nation so many 
times. I join in strong support of this 
resolution and also to remind everyone 
of the candlelight vigil this Sunday to 
honor those officers. They are people 
who sacrifice their lives every day and 
stand up for us. It is my great honor to 
speak today. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to commend the gentleman from 
Texas for introducing this very mean-
ingful and worthwhile legislation. I 
think all of us owe a tremendous debt 
of gratitude to our law enforcement of-
ficers and personnel throughout the 
country. I urge passage of this resolu-
tion. 

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of Peace Officers Memorial Day, hon-
oring Federal, State, and local peace officers 
killed or disabled in the line of duty. Our law 
enforcement officers dedicate and risk their 
lives daily to protect our Nation and ensure 
that our neighborhoods are safer. 

More than 56,000 law enforcement officers 
are assaulted every year, and in 2006, 143 
law enforcement officers were killed in the line 
of duty. No words can adequately express our 
gratitude for their sacrifice and service. My 
heart goes out to the families and friends who 
have lost loved ones in the line of duty, and 
to those officers who have been harmed while 
serving this great country. 

A few months ago, Western North Carolina 
lost one of our own brave officers. Police Offi-
cer Shawn Joshua Dean Williams died while 
responding to a fellow officer’s call for assist-
ance in Old Fort, North Carolina. He was only 
23 years old. He is survived by his wife, Shan-
non Kirby Williams; his young daughter, 
Ryleigh Alexis; and his parents, Max Suttles 
and Holly Williams. 

Mr. Speaker, Officer Williams’ life was an 
example of service for all of us to follow. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in expressing 
sadness over all the officers lost in the line of 
duty and to acknowledge the dedication of all 
law enforcement officers who protect and 
serve our communities every day. 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in strong support of House Reso-
lution 291, honoring those brave officers who 
have paid the ultimate price in the line of duty. 

May 15th marks the 44th annual Peace Offi-
cers’ Memorial Day and to mark the occasion, 
law enforcement officers from around the Na-
tion will gather here in Washington, D.C. This 
visit will include a gathering here on the Cap-
itol lawn to pay their respects to their fallen 
comrades. 

All of these officers—both those who have 
passed and those who carry on today—de-
serve our gratitude and our respect, But, dur-
ing this time of remembrance, I would like to 
especially recognize those 72 brave officers 
who were lost on September 11, 2001, the 
single deadliest day in law enforcement his-
tory. Thirty-seven of those lost were officers of 
the New York/New Jersey Port Authority and 
we are eternally indebted to them for their 
bravery and sacrifice on that tragic day. The 
memory of their service and the sacrifice their 
families have made on our behalf should be 
always in our thoughts. 

In our great Nation, there are 870,000 
sworn law enforcement officers who risk their 
lives daily to ensure the safety of their neigh-
bors. Every 53 hours one of these officers is 
killed in the line of duty. It is in their memory 
that we gather each May to pay our respects 
to the fallen and to honor this noble profes-
sion. 

Many thanks go to the law enforcement offi-
cers in New Jersey, here at the United States 
Capitol, and around the United States. We 
thank you for your service and join you in hon-
oring your fallen comrades. 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H. Res. 291, which sup-
ports the goals and ideals of National Peace 
Officers’ Memorial Day to honor Federal, 
State, and local peace officers killed or dis-
abled in the line of duty and calls upon the 
people of the United States to observe such a 
day with appropriate ceremonies and respect. 

I am proud to be a co-sponsor of this reso-
lution and support the recognition of May 15th 
as National Peace Officers’ Memorial Day, a 
day dedicated to the recognize and pay tribute 
to more than 870,000 law enforcement officers 
throughout the United States, and those offi-
cers who are killed or disabled in the line of 
duty. 

It is estimated that more than 56,000 law 
enforcement officers are assaulted every year, 
and 143 law enforcement officers were killed 
in the line of duty in 2006. Of those 143 killed 
in the line of duty last year, we also lost two 
outstanding law enforcement officers, Detec-
tive Vicky Armel and Master Police Officer Mi-
chael Garbarino of the Sully Police Station of 
Fairfax County in Virginia. 

Exactly 1 year ago today, on May 8, 2006, 
Detective Armel and MPO Garbarino were 
both shot and killed when a suspect using a 
hunting rifle opened fire on them in the park-
ing lot of the Sully District Station. Detective 
Armel died on the scene and MPO Garbarino 
died 9 days later while in the hospital. 

Both officers gave a combined 40 years of 
service, protecting our country. They died he-
roically trying to protect their fellow service-
men. Today, they, along with all other peace 
officers, are being honored in our hearts and 
minds. This week, a monument will be un-
veiled at the Sully Police Station in Fairfax 
honoring Detective Armel and MPO Garbarino 
and a full memorial service is also planned. 

Detective Armel and MPO Garbarino, along 
with the hundreds of thousands of other law 
enforcement officers that serve us or were in-
jured or killed in the line of duty, deserve our 
support. We owe the thousands of men and 
women who put their life on the line the rec-
ognition and gratitude for all their hard work, 
tireless efforts and daily life threatening situa-
tions that they encounter, to protect and serve 
us. I urge my colleagues to vote for H. Res. 
291. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 291. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF A NATIONAL SUF-
FRAGISTS DAY 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 
105) supporting the goals and ideals of 
a National Suffragists Day to promote 
awareness of the importance of the 
women suffragists who worked for the 
right of women to vote in the United 
States. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 105 

Whereas one of the first public appeals for 
women’s suffrage came in 1848 when Lucretia 
Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton called a 
women’s rights convention in Seneca Falls, 
New York, on July 19, 1848; 

Whereas Sojourner Truth gave her famous 
speech titled ‘‘Ain’t I a Woman?’’ at the 1851 
Women’s Rights Convention, in Akron, Ohio; 

Whereas, in 1869, women suffragists formed 
the National Woman Suffrage Association 
and the American Woman Suffrage Associa-
tion, which were national organizations de-
signed to work for the right of women to 
vote; 

Whereas these organizations united in 1890 
to form the National American Woman Suf-
frage Association; 

Whereas, in 1872, Susan B. Anthony and a 
group of women voted in the Presidential 
election, in Rochester, New York; 

Whereas Susan B. Anthony was arrested 
and fined for voting illegally; 

Whereas at her trial, which attracted na-
tionwide attention, Susan B. Anthony made 
a speech that ended with the following slo-
gan: ‘‘Resistance to tyranny is obedience to 
God’’; 

Whereas, on January 25, 1887, the United 
States Senate voted on women’s suffrage for 
the first time; 

Whereas, during the early 1900s, a new gen-
eration of leaders joined the women’s suf-
frage movement, including Carrie Chapman 
Catt, Maud Wood Park, Lucy Burns, Alice 
Paul, and Harriot E. Blatch; 

Whereas women’s suffrage leaders devoted 
most of their efforts to marches, picketing, 
and other active forms of protest; 

Whereas Alice Paul and others chained 
themselves to the White House fence; 

Whereas women suffragists were often ar-
rested and sent to jail, where many of them 
went on hunger strikes; 

Whereas almost 5,000 people paraded for 
women’s suffrage up Pennsylvania Avenue, 
in Washington, DC; 

Whereas, on August 18, 1920, ratification of 
the 19th amendment to the Constitution was 
completed, thus guaranteeing women in the 
United States the right to vote; 
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Whereas July 19th is the anniversary of the 

first women’s rights convention; and 
Whereas designating July 19th as National 

Suffragists Day would raise awareness of the 
importance of women suffragists who fought 
for and won the right of women to vote in 
the United States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress supports 
the goals and ideals of a National Suffragists 
Day to promote awareness of the importance 
of the women suffragists who worked for the 
right of women to vote in the United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield such time as she may consume to 
the gentlewoman from Nevada (Ms. 
BERKLEY), the author of the resolution. 

Ms. BERKLEY. I thank the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) for 
yielding, and a special thank you to 
Mr. WAXMAN. 

Mr. Speaker, I am delighted to be 
here today in support of a resolution 
that I have reintroduced that would 
promote the goals and ideals of cre-
ating a day in honor of the women of 
America’s suffragist movement. 

The goal of this resolution is to rec-
ognize the anniversary of the inaugural 
women’s rights convention in Seneca 
Falls, New York, in 1848. The suffra-
gists are role models who inspired an 
entire generation and continue to in-
spire generations of young American 
women, just as they have two young 
women from the State of Nevada, Han-
nah Low and Destiny Carroll, who 
started their own petition drive to pay 
tribute to the efforts of these great suf-
fragists. 

Hannah Low and Destiny Carroll pre-
sented a petition to me with hundreds 
of signatures from their fourth grade 
class in support of creating a day to 
recognize the achievements of our 
brave suffragists. 

I cannot tell you how proud I am of 
Hannah and Destiny, and I thank them 
for serving as an inspiration for this 
resolution. 

While it may seem unbelievable to us 
now, it was not that long ago that 
women did not have the right to vote 
in our great Nation. On July 19, 1848, 
the first public appeal for women’s suf-
frage was made, and a new movement 
was born for equality. 

We owe these suffragists a debt of 
gratitude for their efforts in their fight 
to give women the right to vote and to 
be full participating members in our 
Nation’s political process. I hope that 

recognizing the anniversary of the in-
augural women’s rights convention in 
1848 will keep alive the memory of the 
struggle to win the fundamental right, 
the right to vote, for women. I urge my 
colleagues to support this resolution. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, it is difficult to imagine 
a time when our Nation’s women did 
not have the privilege to vote. Thank-
fully, we have moved past those times 
to where we currently have the highest 
number of female Members in the his-
tory of the Congress. Although I think 
it is very difficult for people to realize, 
in the history of this Congress, we have 
had only 249 women, and 90 of them are 
serving now. 

As we all know, the struggle for 
women to achieve this came at great 
sacrifice. The fight lasted over many 
decades because of dedicated persever-
ance of many women. These pioneers 
were revolutionary in their fight for 
equality. They worked tirelessly know-
ing there would be a future when 
women were seen as equal to men with 
the ability to vote. 

The historical Seneca Falls Conven-
tion, held in 1848, was led by a group of 
innovative women, including Lucretia 
Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton. Fol-
lowing the convention, they formed the 
National Woman’s Suffrage Associa-
tion and the American Woman’s Suf-
frage Association which merged to-
gether in 1890. Through public speech-
es, marches, parades, pickets, arrests 
and even hunger strikes, the members 
of the associations fought their battle 
across the country. Their historic ef-
forts came to fruition on August 18, 
1920, when the Congress ratified the 
19th amendment of the Constitution 
thereby granting women the right to 
vote. The goal of the suffragist move-
ment endured over 50 years. 

Schools around the world teach their 
students the rich history of the move-
ment, and it is with pleasure that we 
promote continued awareness through 
a National Suffragists Day. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
commend the gentlewoman from Ne-
vada for introducing this legislation. It 
is amazing and we would never believe 
that women only have had the right to 
vote since 1920. It obviously means we 
have come a long way as a result of 
women’s suffrage. We now have a 
woman who is the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, which rep-
resents movement and progress. 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
voice my strong support for H. Con. Res. 105, 
a resolution supporting the goals and ideals of 
a National Suffragists Day. This resolution pro-
motes awareness of the women’s suffragist 
movement and the brave individuals who 
fought to make the right to vote a reality for all 
women. 

I want to thank my colleague, Representa-
tive BERKLEY, for sponsoring this important 
legislation. 

The women’s suffragist movement has a 
long history in America. Today it may seem 

hard to believe, but less than one hundred 
years ago, women did not have the right to 
vote in federal elections in this country. 

National Suffragists Day would honor 
women such as Susan B. Anthony and Eliza-
beth Cady Stanton, who together founded the 
National Woman Suffrage Association in 1869. 

These two leaders, along with other coura-
geous women such as Lucretia Mott, Alice 
Paul, Paulina Kellogg Wright Davis, and 
countless other brave Americans, fought tire-
lessly to achieve their God-given rights to free-
dom and opportunity. 

I have introduced legislation of my own to 
posthumously honor Alice Paul and raise 
awareness of her powerful contributions to the 
suffragist movement and American society. 

Finally, due to the sacrifice, hard work, and 
diligence of women like Alice Paul, the 19th 
Amendment to the Constitution was ratified in 
the summer of 1920, giving women the right to 
vote on a national level. 

While today’s resolution honors some great 
Americans of the past, it also provides us with 
an opportunity to look at the current state of 
women in our country. 

We have come a long way as a nation since 
the summer of 1920. My home state of Cali-
fornia is represented by two female Senators. 
We have a woman serving as Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, and a very strong 
female presidential candidate. 

Still, there is much more that needs to be 
done. Inequalities in pay, health care discrep-
ancies, and a lack of good and affordable 
childcare still haunt many women in the United 
States today. 

We must remain vigilant. We must ensure 
that all Americans have an equal opportunity 
for success and happiness. With that in mind, 
I urge my colleagues to cast a vote for hon-
oring and increasing awareness of suffragists 
in America, and support H. Con. Res. 105. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in support of H. Con. Res. 105, sup-
porting goals and ideals of a National Suffra-
gist Day to promote awareness of the impor-
tance of the women suffragists who worked for 
the right of women to vote in the United 
States. 

Mr. Speaker, as a woman who has not only 
enjoyed the privileges and responsibilities of 
voting, but also of serving my country in elect-
ed office, I am extremely proud to co-sponsor 
this resolution honoring those women who 
fought for my right, and the right of all women, 
to participate in the process of governing. 

This bill recognizes the tireless work and in-
novative ideas of women in particular. Susan 
B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, So-
journer Truth, Carrie Chapman Catt, Maud 
Wood Park, Lucy Burns, and Alice Paul were 
visionaries in their own times, and remain in-
spirations to us today. These seven women 
each challenged a system of male dominance, 
and asserted the role of women in politics and 
governance. Many of their methods of civil dis-
obedience and peaceful protesting were taken 
up by the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s 
and 60s, which expanded voting rights to even 
more of the population. 

July 19th will be the anniversary of the first 
women’s rights convention, held in Seneca 
Falls, New York, in 1848. To celebrate their 
accomplishments and raise awareness of the 
importance of the suffragists who fought for 
and won the right of women to vote in the 
United States, this bill designates July 19th as 
National Suffragists Day. 
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Mr. Speaker, any of these women would be 

amazed and proud to see an America where 
women are not only able to vote, but they are 
able to run for office. It is incredibly appro-
priate that this body, presided over by a 
woman for the first time in its history, should 
honor their work through a day set aside to 
raise awareness of their struggle. 

Mr. Speaker, I am especially pleased to 
support this resolution because it gives much 
deserved recognition to one of my heroes, So-
journer Truth, the great abolitionist and suffra-
gist. 

In 1843, deciding her mission was to preach 
the word of God, Sojourner Truth—the name 
she gave herself as a traveling preacher who 
speaks the truth—left New York and traveled 
throughout New England, calling her own 
prayers meetings and attending those of oth-
ers. She preached ‘‘God’s truth and plan for 
salvation.’’ 

After months of travel, she arrived in North-
ampton, Massachusetts, and joined the North-
ampton Association for Education and Indus-
try, where she met and worked with abolition-
ists such as William Lloyd Garrison, Frederick 
Douglass, and Olive Gilbert. 

As we know, during the 1850s, slavery be-
came an especially issue in the United States. 
In 1850, Congress passed the Fugitive Slave 
Law, which allowed runaway slaves to be ar-
rested and jailed without a jury trial, and in 
1857, the Supreme Court ruled in the Dred 
Scott case that those enslaved had no rights 
as citizens and that the government could not 
outlaw slavery in the new territories. 

While traveling and speaking in states 
across the country, Sojourner Truth met many 
women abolitionists and noticed that although 
women could be part of the leadership in the 
abolitionist movement, they could neither vote 
nor hold public office. It was this realization 
that led Sojourner to become an outspoken 
supporter of women’s rights. 

In 1851, she addressed the Women’s Rights 
Convention in Akron, Ohio, delivering her fa-
mous speech ‘‘Ain’t I a Woman?’’ The ap-
plause she received that day has been de-
scribed as ‘‘deafening.’’ From that time on, 
she became known as a leading advocate for 
the rights of women. Indeed, she was one of 
the nineteenth century’s most eloquent voices 
for the cause of anti-slavery and women’s 
rights. 

It was to give proper recognition to her con-
tributions to the struggle to abolish slavery and 
secure equal rights for women that I intro-
duced H.R. 4510 which would direct the Joint 
Committee on the Library to accept the dona-
tion of a bust depicting Sojourner Truth and to 
display the bust in a suitable location in the 
Capitol. In February of this year, that legisla-
tion became law. 

I strongly support H. Con. Res. 105, and I 
urge my colleagues to join me in doing so. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 105. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA HOME 
RULE AMENDMENT ACT 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2080) to amend the District of 
Columbia Home Rule Act to conform 
the District charter to revisions made 
by the Council of the District of Co-
lumbia relating to public education. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2080 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. CONFORMING DISTRICT CHARTER TO 

COUNCIL AMENDMENTS RELATING 
TO PUBLIC EDUCATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The District of Columbia 
Home Rule Act is amended— 

(1) by striking section 452 (sec. 1—204.52, 
D.C. Official Code); and 

(2) by striking section 495 (sec. 1—204.95, 
D.C. Official Code). 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents of such Act is amended by striking 
the item relating to section 452 and the item 
relating to section 495. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 

it is my pleasure to yield such time as 
she might consume to the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON). 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, may I 
offer my thanks to the chairman of the 
subcommittee, particularly for the 
very expeditious way in which he has 
moved my request for early consider-
ation of the matter before us now. 

I rise to request passage of H.R. 2080, 
a bill to amend the District of Colum-
bia Home Rule Act in keeping with 
District public school charter revisions 
proposed by Mayor Adrian Fenty and 
passed by the Council of the District of 
Columbia. 

I very much appreciate that Chair-
man HENRY WAXMAN and Chairman 
DANNY DAVIS considered this bill expe-
ditiously, and the leadership has kind-
ly granted our request for early consid-
eration of the bill on the House floor 
on the suspension calendar in light of 
the fact that the matter before the 
House is not controversial. 

The bill supports the District in mov-
ing on its own to correct problems in 
its local school system. 

In fact, H.R. 2080 is before the Con-
gress only because the current Home 
Rule Act now in the process of being 
revised requires that certain changes 

to the District’s charter be made by 
Federal legislation. I stress that the 
underlying school reorganization in-
volves no Federal funds and is entirely 
a local school issue. 

However, H.R. 2080 is of major impor-
tance to the District of Columbia. And 
if it were possible, the city would have 
made these revisions effective imme-
diately. Therefore, I am grateful to the 
Federal Workforce chair, Mr. DANNY 
DAVIS, and Oversight and Government 
Reform Committee Chairman HENRY 
WAXMAN for moving this bill as soon as 
possible in committee, and the subse-
quent movement to the House floor the 
very next week, the week in which we 
now find ourselves. 

The school structure change in par-
ticular puts a heavy and unprecedented 
burden on the administration of a new 
mayor, Mayor Adrian Fenty. Many in 
the Congress have over the years urged 
changes in the D.C. public schools; and 
therefore, I know that the last thing 
Congress wants to do is get in the way 
or slow a difficult local school reform 
process. 

The extra congressional level of pro-
cedure for a local school restructuring 
is not within the expertise of a na-
tional legislative body whose agenda is 
packed with urgent national concerns. 

b 1715 

The necessity for a Member of Con-
gress to introduce a bill for a self-gov-
erning city is an anachronism neither 
the Congress nor the District deserves 
or can afford today. I promise the Con-
gress I will try to make this the last 
time the House or the Senate is re-
quested to pass a charter bill of no con-
cern and of little interest to the Con-
gress of the United States. 

I strongly ask that all Members sup-
port the swift passage of this bill 
today. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume. 

I rise today in support of H.R. 2080 
which will implement the District of 
Columbia Public Education Reform 
Amendment Act of 2007. The legislation 
was passed by a 9–2 vote by the city 
council on April 19 and was signed by 
Mayor Fenty on April 23. Because the 
local bill includes amendments to the 
Home Rule Act, Congress must pass 
this bill for it to be effective. I make a 
special note that this legislation relies 
solely on local funds. 

Before approving the bill, the city 
council held over 70 hours of hearings. 
I commend Mayor Fenty for proposing 
this bold change in governance and the 
city council for its careful deliberation 
and amendments to the original pro-
posal. 

Key elements of the local bill include 
streamlined educational responsibility, 
spending controls and consolidation of 
functions. The legislation is also in-
tended to resolve issues that have fes-
tered between the D.C. public school 
system and charter schools. 

Every city and county is entitled to 
govern its own school system as it sees 
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