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terrorism. The first combat death in Afghani-
stan in the wake of September 11 was CIA of-
ficer Johnny Micheal Spann, one of my con-
stituents. And today, Federal employees can
be found throughout the globe fighting the war
against terrorism in many different ways.

The sacrifice and hard work of our federal
employees, whether abroad or at home,
should never be forgotten. Federal employees
deserve fair pay—which is why | have been
pleased to support pay parity for federal em-
ployees since | have been in Congress.

They deserve adequate health care—which
is why | have supported legislation to make
sure federal employees get quality health ben-
efits.

And retired Federal employees must not be
forgotten—which is why | have supported leg-
islation to aid Federal employees who have
retired from active service. Federal employees
deserve to be honored during Public Service
Recognition Week. But we must always re-
member the they are serving our country
every day of the year.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvVIS) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 307.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF PEACE OFFICERS ME-
MORIAL DAY

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 291) supporting
the goals and ideals of Peace Officers
Memorial Day.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 291

Whereas there are more than 870,000 sworn
law enforcement officers throughout the
United States;

Whereas law enforcement officers are dedi-
cated to serving this country, and protecting
this country and its citizens from harm;

Whereas law enforcement officers face dan-
gers and threats to their personal safety
each day;

Whereas more than 56,000 law enforcement
officers are assaulted every year;

Whereas every 53 hours, a law enforcement
officer in the United States is killed in the
line of duty;

Whereas 143 law enforcement officers were
killed in the line of duty in 2006, 12 fewer
than the 155 officers killed in 2005;

Whereas Public Law 87-726 requests that
the President issue proclamations desig-
nating May 15th of each year as National
Peace Officers Memorial Day; and

Whereas section 7(m) of title 4, United
States Code, requires that the flag of the
United States be flown at half-staff on Peace
Officers Memorial Day: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Peace
Officers Memorial Day to honor Federal,
State, and local peace officers killed or dis-
abled in the line of duty; and

(2) calls upon the people of the United
States to observe such a day with appro-
priate ceremonies and respect.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from II-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume.

As a member of the House Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform,
I am pleased to join my colleague in
consideration of House Resolution 291,
which honors our fallen law enforce-
ment officers.

H. Res. 291, which has 72 cosponsors,
was introduced by Representative TED
POE of Texas on March 29, 2007. H. Res.
291 was reported from the Oversight
Committee on May 1, 2007, by a voice
vote.

Historically, America has been
blessed with citizens of courage and
character who have dedicated their
lives to keeping peace in our commu-
nities. Five years after the creation of
the U.S. Marshals Service in 1789, U.S.
Marshal Robert Forsyth was shot and
killed in the line of duty. He was the
first of more than 14,000 law enforce-
ment personnel since that time to give
his or her life to uphold the law.

Last year, 143 officers gave their lives
in the line of duty. For these heroes,
the safety of their fellow citizens was
their purpose and passion. They made
the ultimate sacrifice to fulfill their
duty and service to humanity.

Each year, the President issues a
proclamation naming May 15 as Na-
tional Peace Officers Memorial Day.
Our Nation owes a lasting debt and
gratitude to the men and women of law
enforcement who risk their lives each
day to protect and serve the citizens of
this Nation.

Every American should honor peace
officers, not only in words and cere-
mony but in their commitment to pro-
mote justice, fairness and peace in
their homes, communities, schools and
businesses.

Mr. Speaker, I commend Representa-
tive POE for seeking to honor our fallen
heroes, and I urge swift passage of this
bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume.
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H. Res. 291 supports the goals and
ideals of Peace Officers Memorial Day
to honor Federal, State and local law
enforcement officers killed in the line
of duty, and encourages the citizens of
the United States to observe the day
with appropriate ceremonies and re-
spect.

Police officers have been protecting
American citizens since April 1631,
when the city of Boston first estab-
lished its ‘‘night watch’ law enforce-
ment program in the colonies. There is
a quote by President George H.W. Bush
engraved on the National Law Enforce-
ment Officers Memorial located at Ju-
diciary Square here in Washington
which summarizes the mission of the
870,000 current sworn law enforcement
officers in the United States. It states
that it is their daily ‘‘quest to preserve
both democracy and decency, and to
protect a national treasure that we call
the American Dream.”

Law enforcement officers face dan-
gers on the job every single day. On
May 17, 1792, New York City’s Deputy
Sheriff Isaac Smith became the first
recorded police officer to be killed in
the line of duty. Today, more than
56,000 are assaulted each year, and
every b3 hours an officer is killed while
serving the American people. Sep-
tember 11, 2001, was the deadliest day
for police officers in all of American
history when 72 officers were Kkilled
while responding to terrorist attacks.

Mr. Speaker, I want to recognize the
life of Sergeant Howard Plouff from my
district, who was killed recently in the
line of duty. He was known as an hon-
orable man who selflessly served his
family and community for more than
17 years in the Winston-Salem Police
Department. He was dedicated to com-
munity development and service. His is
a legacy of the spirit of service that
permeates this great country.
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He earned the respect of his fellow of-
ficers and did not hesitate to go above
and beyond the call of duty. In fact,
during his time with the Winston-
Salem Police Department, he was
awarded its highest honor, the Medal of
Valor. He left behind a loving wife and
two daughters. He was an extremely
positive role model and an example of
all the officers we are honoring with
this resolution.

May 15 is Peace Officers Memorial
Day, a holiday created in 1961 by Con-
gress to honor fallen law enforcement
officers who dedicated their lives to
protecting this country and its citi-
zens. The flag is flown at half staff and
thousands of people visit the memorial
which was authorized by President
Ronald Reagan in 1984. Built in 1989, it
currently has 17,912 names etched into
the wall. Each of these names reminds
us of the sacrifices these brave law en-
forcement officers have given in order
to keep American citizens safe. They
also stand for those living officers who
would, without hesitation, do the same
to protect all of us.
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With gratitude to our law enforce-
ment officers’ devotion and dedication
to our country, I ask all Members to
join me in supporting H. Res. 291.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
it is my pleasure to yield such time as
she may consume to the gentlewoman
from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE).

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. I thank
the distinguished gentleman for yield-
ing.

Mr. Speaker, this is an appropriate
resolution that comes before us. I know
that in a couple of days many of us will
be out on the West Lawn commemo-
rating and celebrating the Nation’s law
enforcement officers from across the
Nation. We welcome them to this Con-
gress every year, and we do so humbly
and with great appreciation.

Let me acknowledge the work that
many of us have done with our local
law enforcement in the State of Texas.
We have a multitude of law disciplines,
from the constables office. I have the
privilege of representing the first Afri-
can American constable, Mae Walker,
and representing Constable Victor
Trevino, a Hispanic constable. We have
deputy sheriffs. We have the sheriff’s
department. We have the Houston Po-
lice Department, the Department of
Public Safety. In many instances we
find great leaders who believe not only
in crime fighting, but crime preven-
tion.

I rise today to focus in particular on
the importance of law enforcement in
working in the community. I salute the
former mayor of the city of Houston,
Lee Brown, former chief of police of
the cities of Houston, New York, and
Atlanta. I consider him the father of
community-oriented policing that real-
ly speaks to the hearts and minds of
the people.

It lets the police officers, law en-
forcement officers, become knowledge-
able about the community, and in par-
ticular they work to know the ‘‘good
guys” and the ‘“‘bad guys.” Neighbors
become comfortable with law enforce-
ment officers when they are engaged as
people who are certainly concerned
about the neighborhood and the com-
munity. They are eager to help them
bust, if you will, the crime situation or
bust the criminal or make sure that
the situation is corrected.

At the same time as we raise up and
respect our law enforcement officers,
let me applaud those who I speak to all
the time as I travel to Washington. We
have a very effective aviation police
force. I get an opportunity as I go
through the airport to listen to them
and to thank them.

Let us be concerned about the bene-
fits for law enforcement officers. In
particular, I know that my city, a very
large city, has seen the decline of sen-
ior officers. For some reason or an-
other, because our belts are being
tightened, we don’t have enough re-
sources to provide them with the up-
ward mobility, the professional devel-
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opment and the protection of their pen-
sions and to recognize the sacrifice
that they and their families are mak-
ing. We as communities across the Na-
tion should be concerned about making
sure they have the right kind of bene-
fits.

On the Federal level, I am very glad
that the House Judiciary Committee
has just passed out a COPS bill reau-
thorization. I think that is a very, very
important aspect of the work of this
Congress. The COPS program worked.
It provided police officers for rural
communities and urban communities. I
spoke to my police personnel there and
they said, yes, it would help us greatly
if the COPS program were reauthor-
ized. So as we salute our peace officers
across America, let us make sure that
we are actually doing as we are saying,
and that is providing them with the re-
sources that they need.

At the same time, let me also add the
importance of training. There is the
sensitivity that our police officers are
able to get through experience, but
training also helps them detect those
with mental illness and have the best
resources to address those suffering
from mental illness so that those per-
sons can be taken away from society
before they do harm to themselves or
someone else.

This legislation is timely because we
thank those who are serving today. We
offer our deepest sympathy to the fam-
ilies of those who have lost their lives
on the front lines of law enforcement
in America over the last year, and we
certainly acknowledge the continued
sacrifice that law enforcement officers
will make.

The best point about what this says
as we stand on the floor today saluting
them is that we should promote and
congratulate good law enforcement of-
ficers. We should not allow the bad in-
cidents that occur, the mishaps that
occur, and many of them have oc-
curred, and I have stood up vigorously
against them and I will stand up yes-
terday, today and tomorrow, when
there is abuse. But we should not allow
those kinds of situations to take away
from the grandeur, the respect, the
honesty, the integrity and the down-
right commitment that the law en-
forcement agencies of America, par-
ticularly those in our local commu-
nities, show every single day with the
idea that as they leave in the morning
and kiss their families good-bye, that
they might sacrifice their lives so that
we might be safe.

We owe them a great debt of grati-
tude, and it is my pleasure to thank
the distinguished gentleman from Illi-
nois and thank the sponsor of this leg-
islation for allowing me to pay tribute
at this time.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in support of H.
Res. 291, supporting the goals and ideals of
Peace Officers Memorial Day.

Peace officers, the sworn, public-sector offi-
cers entrusted with law enforcement authority
and the power of arrest, risk their lives daily to
protect our Nation. These individuals, who are
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responsible for safeguarding the rights and
freedoms we enjoy as Americans, are true he-
roes.

Peace Officers Memorial Day honors those
who have made the ultimate sacrifice for the
safety and security of their communities and
our Nation. Created by Public Law 87-726,
signed by President Kennedy in 1962, this day
gives us the opportunity to acknowledge and
pay our respect to those who, through their
courageous deeds, have fallen in the line of
duty.

Mr. Speaker, on Sunday, May 13, 2007, 382
names will be added to the National Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial during the 19th
Annual Candlelight Vigil. These 382 names in-
clude 145 officers who died in the 2006, plus
237 from earlier years who had previously
been lost to history. Of these 382 names, 55
represent Texas law officers who lost their
lives in the line of duty, nine of them in 2006.

Mr. Speaker, one of the names of the fallen
heroes to be added to the list is Officer Rod-
ney J. Johnson of the Houston Police Depart-
ment. Officer Johnson, a 12-year veteran of
the Houston Police Department, was killed
September 21, 2006, while taking a suspect in
custody during a traffic stop. He leaves to
honor his memory his beloved wife, Houston
Police Department Officer Joslyn Johnson,
and five teenage children; three daughters and
two sons, ages 14 to 19.

Officer Rodney Johnson was born in Hous-
ton and served in the U.S. Army as a military
police officer until being honorably discharged
in 1990. He then went to work as a correc-
tions officer for the Texas Department of
Criminal Justice and then as a jail attendant.
He graduated from the Houston police acad-
emy in 1994.

As a member of the department’s Southeast
Gang Task Force, Officer Rodney Johnson
earned two Lifesaving Awards and one Medal
of Valor from the State of Texas. In January
1998, Officer Rodney Johnson rescued a
physically challenged driver trapped in rising
floodwaters in January 1998 and later that
year he rescued mentally challenged people
trapped inside of a burning house.

Officer Rodney Johnson, who stood 6 feet 5
inches tall and weighed nearly 300 pounds,
served on his union’s board of directors. As
Hans Marticiuc, the president of Officer John-
son’s union stated, “he was big and he was
intimidating-looking, but he was as gentle as a
baby bear.”

Mr. Speaker, the number of officers killed in
the line of duty last year declined nearly 8 per-
cent from 2005, when there were 157 officer
deaths. The 2006 figure was the lowest an-
nual total since 1999, when 143 officers were
lost.

Although the number of officers killed in the
line of duty has declined in recent years, the
fact that one officer is killed every 27~ days in
our country is a sober reminder that protecting
our communities and safeguarding our democ-
racy come at a heavy price. Including this
year's officers, there are now 17,917 names
engraved on the Memorial, representing of-
fices from all 50 states, the District of Colum-
bia, U.S. territories, and Federal law enforce-
ment and military police agencies.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in supporting this important resolution,
honoring the Federal, State, and local peace
officers killed or disabled in the line of duty.
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Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield such
time as he may consume to the distin-
guished gentleman from Texas (Mr.
PoOE), the author of this resolution.

Mr. POE. I want to thank the
gentlelady from North Carolina for
yielding the time.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to also
thank the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, Chairman WAX-
MAN and Ranking Member DAVIS, for
their support of this legislation, and, of
course, the gentleman from Illinois as
well.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 291
supports the goals and ideals of Peace
Officers Memorial Day, our Nation’s
first line of defenders. I would also like
to thank the 78 Members of Congress
who cosponsored this bipartisan resolu-
tion for their support.

Law enforcement officers are a spe-
cial type of people. They put on the
uniform and the badge of a law officer.
They swear an oath to uphold the law
of our land and vow to protect the citi-
zens of all communities.

In carrying out their duties, law en-
forcement officers are routinely sub-
jected to threats against their personal
safety. According to the National Law
Enforcement Memorial Fund, more
than 56,000 law enforcement officers are
assaulted every year in the line of
duty. They are subjected to being
slapped, punched, kicked, bit, stabbed,
and even shot by suspects. And this
does not include what could happen in
the course of high-speed chases that
occur throughout our country.

Most of these peace officers that are
assaulted walk away from that fight
with minor injuries and the suspect
generally is carted off to jail in hand-
cuffs. There are those community pro-
tectors, however, that aren’t as fortu-
nate, because they give their lives in
the line of duty.

Since the first recorded police de-
partment death in 1792, over 17,900
peace officers have been killed while
performing the duty of a law officer
somewhere in this great country. Sta-
tistics show that every 53 hours a law
enforcement officer is killed in the line
of duty. Last year, 2006, 143 officers
were Killed in the line of duty.

We all remember September 11 and
what occurred on that day, how many
of us watched on television when those
planes hit the World Trade Center,
when they hit the Pentagon; how thou-
sands of people, good people, as soon as
that terror hit those buildings, those
people were running as fast as they
could to get away from that danger.

But there was another group of peo-
ple, not very many, but they were
there running as fast as they could to
get to the danger, and those were the
people who wear the badge. That also
included our firefighters and our emer-
gency medical technicians. Seventy-
two of those peace officers that ran to
those buildings that were being as-
saulted from the air were killed in the
line of duty that one day.

Of course, it strikes all communities,
even our community down in Beau-
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mont, Texas, and the Beaumont Police
Department and its recent tragedy of a
peace officer killed in the line of duty.
Last week, this community suffered
the loss of one of their own, Officer
Lisa Beaulieu, the first female peace
officer in southeast Texas that has
been killed in the line of duty.

She was a 6-year veteran of the Beau-
mont Police Department. She was on
patrol by herself at 1 a.m. when she re-
sponded to the scene of a motorcycle
accident in Beaumont. As she got out
of her vehicle and started directing
traffic, a drunk driver slammed into
her, throwing her over the side of the
freeway and Kkilling her. It was a tragic
end for a peace officer that loved to
protect the people of our Nation.

Mr. Speaker, during the time that I
was a judge in Texas for over 22 years,
I encountered many, many peace offi-
cers who wore the badge, and proudly
did so; and I considered those peace of-
ficers who would do that, that cross
over the line to represent the rest of us
and protect us, a rare and noble bleed.

So on Tuesday, May 15, thousands of
local, State and Federal peace officers
will gather across the Nation to re-
member their fellow officers. Known as
National Peace Officers Memorial Day,
established by President Kennedy in
1962, the day serves as a tribute to the
men and women who daily put them-
selves in harm’s way to ensure the
safety and security of our country and
our Nation. The flags will be lowered at
half mast and ceremonies will be held
across the entire country.

The national memorial ceremony is
held right here on the lawn of the
United States Capitol, where the Presi-
dent of the United States, thousands of
law enforcement officers, and Members
of Congress will be there. Those offi-
cers that are in attendance, their
badges will be draped in black as a re-
membrance of their fellow officers who
were Killed in the line of duty.

Law enforcement officers are the
first line of defense between law-abid-
ing citizens and those who violate the
law. They are public servants who dedi-
cate their time and their lives to pro-
tect us. They wear the badge of cour-
age with pride, and we as a Nation need
to honor them for their service of the
American people.

I hope that our Congress, these folks
in this body, will pass this legislation
as fast as possible.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
reserve my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to my distinguished colleague,
the gentleman from Washington (Mr.
REICHERT).

Mr. REICHERT. I thank
gentlelady for yielding time.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to stand
here today as a cosponsor of this reso-
lution to honor our law enforcement
officers across this Nation. I was one of
the 870,000 sworn law enforcement offi-
cers that are on the job today just a
couple of years ago, until I came to
this House. I have to be honest and

the

H4615

confess that my heart still lies with
my fellow officers and deputies in the
King County Sheriff’s Office in Seattle,
Washington.

I was one of those officers who have
been spit on, kicked, called every name
that you can think of and maybe some
that you can’t think of, stabbed, shot
at, threatened. All of those things hap-
pened in my 33-year career.

But I am here today alive and well to
talk about those officers that sac-
rificed their lives. Some of those were
my good friends. Two were my part-
ners. One was an academy mate. One
was my best friend. Murdered. Shot
and killed.

Now, just last year the King County
Sheriff’s Office lost another dedicated
law enforcement officer by the name of
Steve Cox. Imagine you are Deputy
Steve Cox and you are responding to a
call on an early Saturday morning
back in December. You really don’t
know what kind of a call you are going
to. But then you hear that shots have
been fired. Part of your job is to inter-
view every person at the scene, so you
start to interview these people. All of a
sudden, in the middle of the interview,
somebody pulls a gun, and before Dep-
uty Cox could react, he was shot in the
head and killed. He left behind a wife
and a 1-year-old son.

These are things that happen every
day on the streets of our great Nation.
We owe such a debt of gratitude to the
men and women who wear the badge,
whether they wear a blue uniform or
green, gray or whatever color it might
be, who are there to protect us from
those people on our streets who choose
not to obey the laws of the land.

There are four people from the State
of Washington who will be added to the
memorial this year: Joselito Barber
from the Seattle Police Department;
Edwanton Thomas from the Brier Po-
lice Department; Dick Rhodes from the
Kittitas County Sheriff’s Office; and
Deputy Steve Cox from the King Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office.

Mr. Speaker, as you can tell, this is
very close to my heart. It should be
close to each and every one of us.
Every time we see one of the Capitol
Hill police officers or the Washington,
D.C. police when we are back here,
please stop and say thank you for a job
well done in putting their lives and
their family’s lives on the line for us
every day.

O 1700

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
continue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. GRANGER).

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of the resolution intro-
duced by the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. PoOE). Texas has lost 556 law en-
forcement officers. That is part of the
382 fallen officers across this Nation.

As mayor of the city of Fort Worth,
when asked what was the most impor-
tant thing I did when I was mayor, I al-
ways talked about working with the
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Fort Worth police officers, those brave
officers who risk their lives every day
to keep us safe and free. We think
about those officers, and we think
about their families also.

One of the officers was Dwayne
Freeto. He was just 34 years old when
he was killed by a drunk driver just 8
days before this past Christmas. He had
been a police officer with the Fort
Worth Police Department since August
2005. He also served in the United
States Army. When he was killed, he
left behind a wife, Karen, and two
daughters, ages 3 and 9.

Those stories can be repeated about
our officers across this Nation so many
times. I join in strong support of this
resolution and also to remind everyone
of the candlelight vigil this Sunday to
honor those officers. They are people
who sacrifice their lives every day and
stand up for us. It is my great honor to
speak today.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
want to commend the gentleman from
Texas for introducing this very mean-
ingful and worthwhile legislation. I
think all of us owe a tremendous debt
of gratitude to our law enforcement of-
ficers and personnel throughout the
country. I urge passage of this resolu-
tion.

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of Peace Officers Memorial Day, hon-
oring Federal, State, and local peace officers
killed or disabled in the line of duty. Our law
enforcement officers dedicate and risk their
lives daily to protect our Nation and ensure
that our neighborhoods are safer.

More than 56,000 law enforcement officers
are assaulted every year, and in 2006, 143
law enforcement officers were killed in the line
of duty. No words can adequately express our
gratitude for their sacrifice and service. My
heart goes out to the families and friends who
have lost loved ones in the line of duty, and
to those officers who have been harmed while
serving this great country.

A few months ago, Western North Carolina
lost one of our own brave officers. Police Offi-
cer Shawn Joshua Dean Williams died while
responding to a fellow officer’s call for assist-
ance in Old Fort, North Carolina. He was only
23 years old. He is survived by his wife, Shan-
non Kirby Williams; his young daughter,
Ryleigh Alexis; and his parents, Max Suttles
and Holly Williams.

Mr. Speaker, Officer Williams’ life was an
example of service for all of us to follow.

| ask my colleagues to join me in expressing
sadness over all the officers lost in the line of
duty and to acknowledge the dedication of all
law enforcement officers who protect and
serve our communities every day.

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in strong support of House Reso-
lution 291, honoring those brave officers who
have paid the ultimate price in the line of duty.

May 15th marks the 44th annual Peace Offi-
cers’ Memorial Day and to mark the occasion,
law enforcement officers from around the Na-
tion will gather here in Washington, D.C. This
visit will include a gathering here on the Cap-
itol lawn to pay their respects to their fallen
comrades.
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All of these officers—both those who have
passed and those who carry on today—de-
serve our gratitude and our respect, But, dur-
ing this time of remembrance, | would like to
especially recognize those 72 brave officers
who were lost on September 11, 2001, the
single deadliest day in law enforcement his-
tory. Thirty-seven of those lost were officers of
the New York/New Jersey Port Authority and
we are eternally indebted to them for their
bravery and sacrifice on that tragic day. The
memory of their service and the sacrifice their
families have made on our behalf should be
always in our thoughts.

In our great Nation, there are 870,000
sworn law enforcement officers who risk their
lives daily to ensure the safety of their neigh-
bors. Every 53 hours one of these officers is
killed in the line of duty. It is in their memory
that we gather each May to pay our respects
to the fallen and to honor this noble profes-
sion.

Many thanks go to the law enforcement offi-
cers in New Jersey, here at the United States
Capitol, and around the United States. We
thank you for your service and join you in hon-
oring your fallen comrades.

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of H. Res. 291, which sup-
ports the goals and ideals of National Peace
Officers’” Memorial Day to honor Federal,
State, and local peace officers killed or dis-
abled in the line of duty and calls upon the
people of the United States to observe such a
day with appropriate ceremonies and respect.

I am proud to be a co-sponsor of this reso-
lution and support the recognition of May 15th
as National Peace Officers’ Memorial Day, a
day dedicated to the recognize and pay tribute
to more than 870,000 law enforcement officers
throughout the United States, and those offi-
cers who are killed or disabled in the line of
duty.

Ity is estimated that more than 56,000 law
enforcement officers are assaulted every year,
and 143 law enforcement officers were killed
in the line of duty in 2006. Of those 143 killed
in the line of duty last year, we also lost two
outstanding law enforcement officers, Detec-
tive Vicky Armel and Master Police Officer Mi-
chael Garbarino of the Sully Police Station of
Fairfax County in Virginia.

Exactly 1 year ago today, on May 8, 2006,
Detective Armel and MPO Garbarino were
both shot and killed when a suspect using a
hunting rifle opened fire on them in the park-
ing lot of the Sully District Station. Detective
Armel died on the scene and MPO Garbarino
died 9 days later while in the hospital.

Both officers gave a combined 40 years of
service, protecting our country. They died he-
roically trying to protect their fellow service-
men. Today, they, along with all other peace
officers, are being honored in our hearts and
minds. This week, a monument will be un-
veiled at the Sully Police Station in Fairfax
honoring Detective Armel and MPO Garbarino
and a full memorial service is also planned.

Detective Armel and MPO Garbarino, along
with the hundreds of thousands of other law
enforcement officers that serve us or were in-
jured or killed in the line of duty, deserve our
support. We owe the thousands of men and
women who put their life on the line the rec-
ognition and gratitude for all their hard work,
tireless efforts and daily life threatening situa-
tions that they encounter, to protect and serve
us. | urge my colleagues to vote for H. Res.
291.

May 8, 2007

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
Davis) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 291.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF A NATIONAL SUF-
FRAGISTS DAY

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
105) supporting the goals and ideals of
a National Suffragists Day to promote
awareness of the importance of the
women suffragists who worked for the
right of women to vote in the United
States.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 105

Whereas one of the first public appeals for
women’s suffrage came in 1848 when Lucretia
Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton called a
women’s rights convention in Seneca Falls,
New York, on July 19, 1848;

Whereas Sojourner Truth gave her famous
speech titled ‘“‘Ain’t I a Woman?”’ at the 1851
Women’s Rights Convention, in Akron, Ohio;

Whereas, in 1869, women suffragists formed
the National Woman Suffrage Association
and the American Woman Suffrage Associa-
tion, which were national organizations de-
signed to work for the right of women to
vote;

Whereas these organizations united in 1890
to form the National American Woman Suf-
frage Association;

Whereas, in 1872, Susan B. Anthony and a
group of women voted in the Presidential
election, in Rochester, New York;

Whereas Susan B. Anthony was arrested
and fined for voting illegally;

Whereas at her trial, which attracted na-
tionwide attention, Susan B. Anthony made
a speech that ended with the following slo-
gan: ‘“‘Resistance to tyranny is obedience to
God’’;

Whereas, on January 25, 1887, the United
States Senate voted on women’s suffrage for
the first time;

Whereas, during the early 1900s, a new gen-
eration of leaders joined the women’s suf-
frage movement, including Carrie Chapman
Catt, Maud Wood Park, Lucy Burns, Alice
Paul, and Harriot E. Blatch;

Whereas women’s suffrage leaders devoted
most of their efforts to marches, picketing,
and other active forms of protest;

Whereas Alice Paul and others chained
themselves to the White House fence;

Whereas women suffragists were often ar-
rested and sent to jail, where many of them
went on hunger strikes;

Whereas almost 5,000 people paraded for
women’s suffrage up Pennsylvania Avenue,
in Washington, DC;

Whereas, on August 18, 1920, ratification of
the 19th amendment to the Constitution was
completed, thus guaranteeing women in the
United States the right to vote;
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