H4260

Res. 350) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 1868) to authorize appro-
priations for the National Institute of
Standards and Technology for fiscal
years 2008, 2009, and 2010, and for other
purposes, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

————————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.J. Res. 40

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that my name be
removed as a cosponsor of H.J. Res. 40.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

——————

FLORIDA GATORS 2007 MEN’S
BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

(Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. CORINNE BROWN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, I rise first of all to thank
the 415 ‘‘yes” votes for the Florida
Gators, and we will continue to work
on the four present, teaching them
good sportsmanship.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate my University of Florida bas-
ketball team for winning back-to-back
NCAA basketball championships. The
Gators basketball team is the first to
successfully defend their basketball
championship since 1992. Go Gators.

The Florida Gators teams that won
those championships exhibit teamwork
and sportsmanship rarely seen in col-
lege sports. This is the first time in the
history that the exact same starting
five was able to repeat the champion-
ship. No one left to be stars in the
NBA. They came back to prove to the
world that the University of Florida’s
win was no fluke, and the Florida
Gators are a championship team that
have made history.

Let’s talk history. The Gators’ win
was the first time in college sports his-
tory that identical match ups and the
results were the same. Florida’s Lee
Humphrey also set the all-time NCAA
tournament record for three-point field
goals made with 47, and Florida’s Corey
Brewer was the tournament’s Most
Outstanding Player. Coach Billy Dono-
van became the third-youngest coach
at the age of 41 to win two titles. The
Gators finished with a 10-game winning
streak and haven’t lost a post-season
game in 18 tries, including sweeping
the Southeastern Conference tour-
naments the last 2 years.

Coach Billy Donovan should deserves
credit for building the team from
scratch and teaching the players how
to win and how to act like champions.
This success at Florida opens other op-
portunities, but he has chosen to re-
main a Florida Gator. Coach Donovan
is truly a great coach and a great lead-
er. To close, I would just like to say,
it’s great to be a Florida gator.
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A SAD ANNIVERSARY FOR THIS
COUNTRY

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, Members of the House, in
a few minutes, the President of the
United States will veto the legislation
to hold the Iraqi government respon-
sible and accountable for the bench-
marks that they promised their citi-
zens and the citizens of this country.
Tonight, after 24,000 U.S. soldiers have
been wounded, 3,212 have been Kkilled,
and the country has descended into a
bloody civil war, what we now see is
the basis on which the President told
this country he wanted the surge in the
escalation was that he would hold the
Iraqi government responsible.

In January, he said he would hold the
Iraqi government to the benchmarks as
announced, and that if no progress is
made, they would lose the support of
the American people. The fact is that
no progress has been made, and the
Brookings Institute has shown us that
situation.

What we see now, as Secretary Rice
says, that the administration believes
that holding the Iraqis accountable to
these benchmarks that they establish
as the price of the surge ‘‘doesn’t allow
us the flexibility and creativity we
need to move forward.”

You can be creative all you want but
unless the Iraqis know that there are
consequences, and that is what this
legislation said, that if you can’t reach
these benchmarks, if you can’t estab-
lish a civil society, then we will with-
draw our troops.

Right now, under President Bush’s
proposal under Secretary Rice’s pro-
posal, what we see as the only peobple
paying the price are the American sol-
diers. Those are the only people paying
the price tonight.

Today marks a sad anniversary for this,
country.

Four years ago today, President Bush de-
clared that the mission in Irag was accom-
plished and that major combat operations in
Iraq were over.

Since that time, 24,270 U.S. soldiers have
been wounded, 3,212 have been killed, and
the country has descended into a bloody civil
war that we cannot stop nor should we ref-
eree.

It is time for America to redeploy it's troops
from Iraq.

That's why today, Congress sent a bill to
the President’s desk that would do just that: to
redeploy from Iragq.

It's what a majority of the American people
want, and it's what a majority of the United
States Congress wants.

But instead of ending the war, the President
is pursuing a war with no end in sight.

He refuses to hold the Iraqi government ac-
countable for the benchmarks it promised to
achieve: to establish a government supported
by its people that can provide for its own se-
curity.

In January, the President said that “If the
Iragi Government does not follow through on
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its promises, it will lose the support of the
American people.”

Well Mr. President, the Iragi’s have not fol-
lowed through, and your war has lost the sup-
port of the American people and a majority of
the United States Congress.

According to a study by the Brookings Insti-
tute, there has been “no progress thus far”
achieving the administration’s benchmarks.

Yet, despite the President’s promise in Jan-
uary to “hold the Iragqi Government to the
benchmarks it has announced,” the adminis-
tration has flip flopped.

On Sunday, Secretary Rice said the admin-
istration believes that holding the Iragis ac-
countable “doesn’t allow us the flexibility and
creativity that we need to move this forward.”

You can be creative as you want, but unless
the Iraqgis know that there are consequences
to not living up to their end of the bargain,
American Soldiers, taxpayers will continue to
make all of the sacrifices and bear all the
costs. And that is unacceptable.

Optimism is not a strategy. Ignoring the
facts and misleading the country is not a path
to victory.

It is time for the Iragi’s to be held account-
able, and to take charge of their own country.

And it is time that the President yield to the
will of the Nation, and end our occupation of
Irag now.

————————

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED
ANNIVERSARY

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, 4 years ago,
President Bush stood on the deck of
the USS Abraham Lincoln, in front of a
banner that said ‘‘Mission Accom-
plished,” and told us that a major com-
bat operation had ended. Since then,
3,200 United States troops have died in
Iraq, and almost 25,000 have been
wounded, and countless Iraqis.

The President has said that he will
veto a bill very shortly that sets a goal
for ending the occupation of Iraq sig-
naling his insistence on an open-ended
commitment to a failed policy. Rather
than change course, the administration
offers only increasingly desperate rhet-
oric about victory and surrender.

The fact is, you cannot win an occu-
pation just as there is no way that the
United States can win a civil war. The
American people recognize that this
failed policy is making our Nation and
the world less safe, even if the Bush ad-
ministration refuses to recognize this.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
are squarely behind our efforts to end
the occupation of Iraq and to bring our
troops home, and history will record
the President’s veto of those efforts
with the same ridicule as it does his re-
marks 4 years ago.

————

INCREASED TERRORIST ATTACKS
AND THE WAR ON TERROR
(Mr. BISHOP of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)
Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, the Country Reports on Terrorism
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released by the State Department yes-
terday indicate that terrorist attacks
increased by 25 percent last year, and
more than 40 percent more people were
killed. In these most dangerous times,
this tells us we can’t afford to take our
focus off the global war on terror. Still,
exactly 4 years after the President pro-
claimed mission accomplished aboard
the USS Abraham Lincoln, his failed
Iraq policy persists in overextending
our armed forces and in refusing to
compel Iraq to take responsibility for
their own security and future.

Today, when the President vetoes
withdrawal provisions supported by a
majority of Americans, he places an-
other’s obstacle in the way of what
should be our priority mission, winning
the global war on terror. We know the
administration’s stay-the-course policy
in Iraq is a failure. We know it has
taken our eye off the war on terror.

Now we have the numbers to back up
that statement and the proof we need
to stop the President from
compounding this Nation’s single
greatest foreign policy mistakes. I en-
courage my colleagues to consider the
hard and irrefutable evidence by the
State Department, thereby advancing
our withdrawal from Iraq.

———

OUR TROOPS NEED FULL FUNDING

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, my col-
leagues, the Senate gave overwhelming
unanimous consent for General
Petraeus to implement his strategy in
Iraq. We all agree, on both sides of the
aisle, he is the best we have. In fact, he
has written a manual dealing with ter-
rorists.

So why do the Democrats want to
withdraw funds to support him starting
the first of July? Even as we speak, the
troops have to reallocate funds and
prioritize their missions, because they
don’t have the full funding. In fact,
they will run out of money shortly. So
why do the Democrats not allow Gen-
eral Petraeus to do his job? General
Petraeus intends to report back in Sep-
tember with a complete report on how
we are doing. That is a very short
amount of time, in fact, 5 months
away.

He deserves a chance, and he deserves
full funding for this Congress through
the fiscal year 2007. So I urge Congress,
after the President vetoes this bill, to
come back and give a clean bill so that
the President can get full funding for
our troops, at least through fiscal year
2007.

————

THE PRESIDENT’S PLAN DOESN’'T
WORK, SIGN THE BILL

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.

Speaker, that’s the value of this great
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country, it is that the will of the peo-
ple can be heard by those of us who
represent them. The will of the people
always will be to bring our soldiers
home.

It’s interesting that our colleagues
are talking about funding that doesn’t
exist when they know full well that
there is funding until July of 2007 mini-
mally. But, really, the message of the
Democrats, the legislation of the
Democrats, is not to micromanage, it
is a bill that this President, who de-
clared victory 4 years ago on an air-
craft, should sign, because it leaves the
logistics of the war to the generals, but
it indicates that the people have spo-
ken, it’s time to bring our troops
home.

Does this body recognize that the
Maliki government has begun to purge
generals trained by this United States
military, who have shown themselves
to be balanced and fair, who have
shown them themselves to fight
against insurgents. The Maliki govern-
ment is a complete collapse, it is a fail-
ure.

It is time now to reorder the govern-
ment to allow allies that are in the
surrounding areas to work. It is impor-
tant for Secretary Rice to be in Iran,
to talk to those in Iran and to make
sure that we have a plan that works.
The President’s plan doesn’t work.
Sign the bill.

——
[ 1800
HONORING JACK VALENTI

(Mr. TOWNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise this
evening to say farewell to a great
friend and a great American, Jack Va-
lenti, who passed away last Thursday.

When Jack spoke, people listened.
His soaring eloquence and remarkable
intellect made this town a better place
and all of us better legislators. How
lucky we were to know him and to
have him as a resource and a friend.

Jack served in President Lyndon
Johnson’s administration, and made
his name and reputation early. Jack
quickly became known as a hard work-
er, making friends with both Demo-
crats and Republicans alike. When
Jack resigned his White House position
and became president of the Motion
Picture Association of America, his
star really began to shine.

We are going to miss Jack Valenti, a
person that had the ability to bring
people together, a person that had the
ability to let people understand that
we all need each other.

Jack, we are going to miss you, but I
am certain you will be screening pic-
tures in heaven.

———
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania).
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Under the Speaker’s announced policy
of January 18, 2007, and under a pre-
vious order of the House, the following
Members will be recognized for 5 min-
utes each.

——————

LISA BEAULIEU—TEXAS POLICE
OFFICER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, peace officers
are the last strand of wire in the fence
between the law and the lawless. They
do society’s dirty work for us. They are
a cut above the rest of us because of
who they are and what they do.

For Lisa Beaulieu, becoming a police
officer was her life’s ambition. She
wanted to protect and serve the citi-
zens of the community that she loved.
Lisa worked hard at becoming a peace
officer, and it didn’t come easy for her.
To gain experience, she worked as a
jailer in Dayton, Texas while putting
herself through the police academy at
Lamar Institute of Technology. And
when she graduated, Lisa got a job as a
dispatcher at the Beaumont Police De-
partment. To gain more experience as a
law enforcement officer, Lisa became
an unpaid part-time reserve officer
with the Kountze Police Department in
Texas. After years of determination,
Lisa was hired by the Beaumont Police
Department as a patrol officer in 2001.

For 6 years, Officer Lisa Beaulieu
was, as many officers are, the first line
of defense between the good and the
evil of our community. She was dedi-
cated to her job, and she took it seri-
ously. Friends of Lisa stated that,
when off duty, she was a girly girl. She
loved the color pink, she always had
manicured nails and pedicured toes,
and had a closet full of shoes. Lisa had
a smile that could light up a room and
a great sense of humor, often telling
men that would hit on her that she was
just a driver’s education instructor.
She was dedicated to the family she
had and her friends, and she cherished
the moments she spent with them. She
was also an avid animal lover, housing
two dogs that she adopted from the
animal shelter.

During the devastation of Hurricane
Rita, Lisa took care of the citizens of
Beaumont and her law enforcement
family. She worked long, tireless 12-
hour days, patrolling the hurricane’s
aftermath and caring for the residents
of Beaumont. For her fellow officers,
she turned her own garage into a
makeshift shelter, offering them a
place to come and get some rest before
heading back into the disaster zone.

Friends stated that when she put on
her uniform, however, she was all busi-
ness. She was fearless and Texas tough,
invincible when she wore the badge of a
peace officer. Known as the type of offi-
cer who would set an example for oth-
ers, Lisa’s police file was filled with
commendations from Chief Tom Sco-
field.
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