
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4220 May 1, 2007 
Fran Allen exemplifies the dedica-

tion and innovative spirit that has 
brought this country to the forefront 
of science, technology and commerce. 
As a researcher for IBM for nearly 45 
years, she played a key role in building 
the high-performance computing world 
we live in today. 

Her work on optimization of parallel 
processing has impacted all of our 
lives, for example, by setting the stage 
for today’s computer systems that 
forecast our weather and analyze DNA 
sequences. 

I would like to particularly commend 
Ms. Allen for her dedication to sup-
porting and mentoring young men and 
women in her field. I note that after 
her retirement from IBM, she kept an 
office and has continued her work men-
toring future leaders in computer 
sciences and, hopefully, future A.M. 
Turing Award winners as well. 

As this Congress looks to improve 
our Nation’s competitiveness and looks 
to provide for the next generation of 
scientists, engineers and business men 
and women, we should consider the 
great example that Fran Allen has 
given to us. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support H. Con. Res. 95 and 
join me in congratulating Fran Allen 
today. 

With that, Madam Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, as a 
member of the Committee on Science 
and Technology, I am proud to have 
brought H. Con. Res. 95 to the floor 
today. 

Dr. Allen has contributed much to 
the world of science and technology. 
She is most deserving of this honor, 
and we are extending to her today our 
congratulations. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WOOLSEY) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 95, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NOBEL PRIZE 
RECIPIENTS IN SCIENCE 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 316) recognizing 
the accomplishments of Roger D. 
Kornberg, Andrew Fire, Craig Mello, 
John C. Mather, and George F. Smoot 
for being awarded Nobel Prizes in the 
fields of chemistry, physiology or med-
icine, and physics. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 316 

Whereas, according to the National Acad-
emies landmark report ‘‘Rising Above the 
Gathering Storm’’, the United States is in 
peril of losing its global competitive edge 
unless we make substantial investments in 
science, math, research, and innovation; 

Whereas breakthroughs in scientific re-
search are the building blocks of a produc-
tive, competitive, and healthy society; 

Whereas the Nobel Prize is a prestigious 
international award administered annually 
by the Nobel Foundation in Stockholm, Swe-
den, and has since 1901 recognized the world’s 
most outstanding achievements in physics, 
chemistry, physiology or medicine, lit-
erature, and peace; 

Whereas on December 10, 2006, in Stock-
holm, Sweden, the following five American 
scientists were awarded the three Nobel 
Prizes for science. The Nobel Prize in Chem-
istry was awarded to Roger D. Kornberg from 
Stanford University in Palo Alto, California, 
for his studies of the molecular basis of 
eukaryotic transcription. The Nobel Prize in 
Physiology or Medicine was awarded to An-
drew Fire from the Stanford University 
School of Medicine in Palo Alto, California, 
and Craig Mello from the University of Mas-
sachusetts Medical School in Worcester, 
Massachusetts, for their discovery of RNA 
interference through gene silencing by dou-
ble-stranded RNA. The Nobel Prize in Phys-
ics was awarded to John C. Mather from the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion Goddard Space Flight Center in Green-
belt, Maryland, and the University of Mary-
land and George F. Smoot, a National 
Science Foundation grantee from the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley for their 
discovery of the blackbody form and anisot-
ropy of the cosmic microwave background 
radiation; 

Whereas American scientists have not 
swept the Nobel Prize science awards since 
1983; 

Whereas Roger D. Kornberg, Andrew Fire, 
Craig Mello, John C. Mather, and George F. 
Smoot have represented the United States 
and have served as unofficial ambassadors of 
science overseas; and 

Whereas the accomplishments of these sci-
entists are significant achievements in the 
field of scientific research and further pro-
mote the United States among the world 
leaders in science: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes Roger D. Kornberg, Andrew 
Fire, Craig Mello, John C. Mather, and 
George F. Smoot for advancing scientific dis-
covery and dedicating their careers to sci-
entific research; 

(2) recognizes the National Science Foun-
dation and the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration for their support of 
the physics Nobel Prize winners; and 

(3) congratulates the achievement of Roger 
D. Kornberg, Andrew Fire, Craig Mello, John 
C. Mather, and George F. Smoot for being 
awarded Nobel Prizes in science. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCNERNEY) and the 
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. SMITH) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MCNERNEY. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in-

clude extraneous material on H. Res. 
316, the resolution now under consider-
ation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCNERNEY. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself as much time as I may 
consume. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to 
thank Chairman GORDON and Ranking 
Member HALL for their support of this 
resolution and working so quickly to 
ensure that we recognize a very deserv-
ing group of scientists on their impor-
tant achievements. 

b 1300 
The scientists will be honored tomor-

row at a luncheon here in Washington, 
so the timing of this bill is perfect. I 
appreciate the opportunity to describe 
this legislation that highlights the 
contributions of American scientists. 

H. Res. 316 is significant not only be-
cause it applauds the breakthroughs of 
scientific work, but the bill also draws 
attention to many issues that we fre-
quently work on in the Science and 
Technology Committee, putting a spot-
light on scientific discovery as a way 
to get young people interested in fields 
they might otherwise ignore. 

For the first time in more than 20 
years, U.S. researchers have swept the 
scientific categories of the Nobel Prize 
by winning the awards for chemistry, 
physiology and medicine, and physics. 
It is fitting that we recognize the con-
tributions of these individuals, and I 
am pleased we are doing so here today. 

In December of last year, the Nobel 
Prize in chemistry was awarded to 
Roger Kornberg from Stanford Univer-
sity in my home State of California; 
the physiology prize went to Andrew 
Fire, who also works at Stanford in the 
School of Medicine; and the physics 
award went to John Mather from 
NASA’s Goddard Space Center and to 
George Smoot from the University of 
California at Berkeley. Mr. Smoot also 
has the distinction of adding his name 
to the list of more than 170 grantees 
from the National Science Foundation 
who have been granted the Nobel 
Prizes over the years. 

I am sure that with the improve-
ments we will be making in the NSF 
program tomorrow and the Congress’ 
dedication to expanding education op-
portunities, Mr. Smoot will certainly 
not be the last recipient of NSF fund-
ing to receive the Nobel Prize. 

H. Res. 316 officially recognizes the 
accomplishments of these scientists 
and their contributions to improving 
society. 

Madam Speaker, I can’t think of a 
better way to honor these individuals, 
and I commend them for helping the 
U.S. sweep the Nobel Prizes in science 
for the first time in 30 years. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to add my whole-heart-
ed thanks and admiration for the skill 
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and effort shown by the five individuals 
we are honoring here today. Since 1901, 
the Nobel Prize has recognized the 
world’s finest minds in the fields of 
physics, chemistry, physiology and 
medicine, literature and peace. In 2006, 
five American scientists were chosen 
for this prestigious award. These five 
men join 763 previous men and women 
and 19 organizations recognized at the 
pinnacle of their fields. 

Roger Kornberg received the Nobel 
Prize in chemistry for his studies on 
transcription, a fundamental cellular 
process that uses information encoded 
in genes to produce proteins. Dr. 
Kornberg’s award comes 47 years after 
his father, Arthur Kornberg, received 
the 1959 Nobel Prize in physiology and 
medicine. In 2006 that prize was award-
ed to Andrew Fire and Craig Mello for 
their influential work on RNA inter-
ference, a process that uses RNA to 
control the production of proteins. 

John Mather and George Smoot 
share the Nobel Prize in physics for 
their pioneering work in cosmology, 
discovering fluctuations in the cosmic 
microwave background that help ex-
plain the formation of galaxies, stars, 
and the Earth itself. 

Drs. Roger Kornberg, Andrew Fire, 
Craig Mello, John Mather, and George 
Smoot deserve our thanks and sincere 
appreciation for their efforts sup-
porting the greatest innovation econ-
omy in the world. Without men and 
women like them committed to the 
often arduous task of scientific dis-
covery, we would not enjoy the eco-
nomic prosperity that has graced our 
Nation. 

This resolution signals this body’s 
commitment to supporting and 
strengthening the scientific enterprise. 
While this resolution, unfortunately, 
does not match the $10 million prize 
awarded to these Nobel Laureates, we 
can do better by ensuring that we sup-
port funding for the science and tech-
nology efforts of the Federal Govern-
ment. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support House Resolution 
316. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCNERNEY) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 316. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

45TH ANNIVERSARY OF JOHN HER-
SCHEL GLENN, JR. BECOMING 
FIRST U.S. ASTRONAUT TO 
ORBIT EARTH 
Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Madam Speak-

er, I move to suspend the rules and 

agree to the resolution (H. Res. 252) 
recognizing the 45th anniversary of 
John Herschel Glenn, Jr.’s historic 
achievement in becoming the first 
United States astronaut to orbit the 
Earth. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 252 

Whereas John Herschel Glenn, Jr. was born 
on July 18, 1921, in Cambridge, Ohio, and 
grew up in New Concord, a small college 
town a few miles from the larger city of 
Zanesville, Ohio; 

Whereas John Glenn attended New Concord 
High School and earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in engineering from 
Muskingum College, which also awarded him 
an honorary Doctor of Science degree in en-
gineering; 

Whereas John Glenn enlisted in the Naval 
Aviation Cadet Program shortly after the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor and was commissioned 
in the United States Marine Corps in 1943; 

Whereas John Glenn served in combat in 
the South Pacific and also requested combat 
duty during the Korean conflict; 

Whereas John Glenn was a dedicated mili-
tary officer, flying 149 missions during 2 
wars; 

Whereas John Glenn received many honors 
for his military service, among them the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross on 6 occasions, the 
Air Medal with 18 Clusters, the Asiatic-Pa-
cific Campaign Medal, the American Cam-
paign Medal, the World War II Victory 
Medal, the China Service Medal, the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, and the Ko-
rean Service Medal; 

Whereas John Glenn served several years 
as a test pilot on Navy and Marine Corps jet 
fighters and attack aircraft; 

Whereas, as a test pilot, John Glenn set a 
transcontinental speed record in 1957 by 
completing the first flight to average super-
sonic speeds from Los Angeles to New York; 

Whereas John Glenn was a pioneer in the 
realm of space exploration and was selected 
in 1959 as one of the original 7 astronauts in 
the United States space program, entering 
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration’s (NASA) Project Mercury; 

Whereas John Glenn was assigned to the 
NASA Space Task Group at Langley Re-
search Center in Hampton, Virginia; 

Whereas, in 1962, the Space Task Group 
was moved to Houston, Texas, and became 
part of the NASA Manned Spacecraft Center; 

Whereas, on February 20, 1962, John Glenn 
piloted the Mercury-Atlas 6 ‘‘Friendship 7’’ 
spacecraft on the first manned orbital mis-
sion of the United States; 

Whereas, after launching from the Ken-
nedy Space Center in Florida, John Glenn 
completed a 3-orbit mission around the plan-
et, reaching an approximate maximum alti-
tude of 162 statute miles and an approximate 
orbital velocity of 17,500 miles per hour; 

Whereas John Glenn landed Friendship 7 
approximately 5 hours later, 800 miles south-
east of the Kennedy Space Center near Grand 
Turk Island; 

Whereas, with that pioneering flight, John 
Glenn joined his colleagues Alan Shepard 
and Virgil Grissom in realizing the dream of 
space exploration and engaging the minds 
and imaginations of his and future genera-
tions in the vast potential of space explo-
ration; 

Whereas, after retiring from the space pro-
gram, John Glenn continued his public serv-
ice as a distinguished member of the Senate, 
in which he served for 24 years; 

Whereas John Glenn has continued his 
public service through his work at the John 
Glenn Institute at Ohio State University, 
which was established to foster public in-
volvement in the policy-making process, 
raise public awareness about key policy 
issues, and encourage continuous improve-
ment in the management of public enter-
prise; 

Whereas, in March 1999, Secretary of Edu-
cation Richard W. Riley appointed John 
Glenn as Chair of the newly formed National 
Commission on Mathematics and Science 
Teaching for the 21st Century; 

Whereas the Commission played a pivotal 
role in improving the quality of teaching in 
mathematics and science in the United 
States; 

Whereas, in 1998, John Glenn returned to 
space after 36 years as a member of the crew 
of the space shuttle Discovery, serving as a 
payload specialist and as a subject for basic 
research on how weightlessness affects the 
body of an older person; and 

Whereas, combined with his previous mis-
sions, John Glenn logged over 218 hours in 
space: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) honors the 45th anniversary of John 
Herschel Glenn, Jr.’s landmark mission pi-
loting the first manned orbital mission of 
the United States; and 

(2) recognizes the profound importance of 
John Glenn’s achievement as a catalyst to 
space exploration and scientific advance-
ment in the United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. WILSON) and the gentleman 
from Nebraska (Mr. SMITH) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Madam Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
to revise and extend their remarks and 
to include extraneous material on 
House Resolution 252, the resolution 
now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Madam Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
House Resolution 252, recognizing the 
45th anniversary of John Herschel 
Glenn, Jr.’s historic achievement in be-
coming the first United States astro-
naut to orbit the Earth. 

This resolution recognizes John 
Glenn’s distinguished career as a mili-
tary officer in the United States Ma-
rine Corps, during which he served in 
combat in the South Pacific and the 
Korean conflict and received many 
honors for his military service, as a 
test pilot on Navy and Marine Corps jet 
fighters and attack aircraft, and espe-
cially as an astronaut on the first 
manned orbital mission of the United 
States. 

Madam Speaker, on February 20, 
1962, John Glenn piloted the Mercury- 
Atlas 6 Friendship 7 spacecraft on the 
first U.S. manned orbital space mis-
sion, completing three orbits of the 
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