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REPORT OF COMMITTEE TO 

NOTIFY THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, your com-
mittee appointed on the part of the 
House to join a like committee on the 
part of the Senate to notify the Presi-
dent of the United States that a 
quorum of each House has been assem-
bled and is ready to receive any com-
munication that he may be pleased to 
make has performed that duty. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, January 4, 2007. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-

ington, DC. 
DEAR MADAME SPEAKER: Under Clause 2(g) 

of Rule II of the Rules of the U.S. House of 
Representatives, I herewith designate Ms. 
Marjorie C. Kelaher, Deputy Clerk, and Mr. 
Jorge E. Sorensen, Deputy Clerk, to sign any 
and all papers and do all other acts for me 
under the name of the Clerk of the House 
which they would be authorized to do by vir-
tue of this designation, except such as are 
provided by statute, in case of my temporary 
absence or disability. 

This designation shall remain in effect for 
the 110th Congress or until modified by me. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS, 
Clerk of the House. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO 
HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING COM-
MISSION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 2 U.S.C. 2001, and the order of 
the House of today, the Chair an-
nounces the Speaker’s appointment of 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
HOYER) and the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. BOEHNER) as members of the 
House Office Building Commission to 
serve with herself. 

f 

LIEUTENANT (JG) GERALD FORD 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, during the 
great World War II, the U.S. aircraft 
carrier Monterey faced its fiercest 
naval battle, not with the Imperial 
Japanese Navy, but the storm of the 
sea, Typhoon Cobra. 

A naval lieutenant (jg) answering the 
call to action motivated the crew to 
combat against the Cobra’s bone-crush-
ing waves, torrential rains, and con-
suming fires it caused on board the 
ship. 

Refusing the order to abandon the 
ship, this warrior valiantly went below, 
marching into the mouth of the fire, 
rescuing those trapped within its 
grasp. He ignored the searing heat of 

the flames and the blackness of the 
smoke. Hour upon hour this man led 
others in the charge to extinguish the 
demon fire, saving fellow sailors and 
officers. 

He did not seek recognition in the 
darkness of 1944; it sought him. When 
it called, this naval officer answered in 
a manner of all American patriots, 
with courage, valor, and victory. 

Twenty-nine years later, this same 
individual helped rescue an entire Na-
tion from the fire of corruption and 
war. And he brought peace. His name 
was President Gerald Ford, and we 
thank him. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
clause 5(d) of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces to the House that the whole 
number of the House is 435. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the fol-
lowing Members will be recognized for 
5 minutes each. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

b 1945 

LANCE CORPORAL LUKE YEPSEN, 
TEXAS WARRIOR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, it has been 
said, ‘‘We are United States Marines, 
and for two and a quarter centuries we 
have defined the standards of courage, 
spirit, and military prowess.’’ 

These are words spoken by United 
States Marine Corps General James 
Jones. This describes the elitism of 
those chosen few who wear the title of 
United States Marines. 

Luke Yepsen was one man whose life 
was making a difference at a very 
young age. He personified the core val-
ues of the United States Marine Corps 
of honor, courage, commitment. 

He was from Kingwood, Texas, a 
close-knit community near Houston, 
Texas. He was a graduate of Kingwood 
High School, and he was known for his 
big heart and ability to live life to its 
fullest extent. He enjoyed travel and he 
was proud of the fact that he had al-
ready traveled to 20 different foreign 
countries in his short lifetime. 

Luke deeply cared about his family 
back home in Texas and his military 
family. His fellow Marines said he was 

more than just a friend; he was a 
brother, a brother to everyone who 
knew him. 

Like many Texans, especially those 
Texans who go to war, Luke chose to 
enroll in Texas A&M after high school. 
During his freshman year, he made a 
decision to leave Texas A&M Univer-
sity. Gary Yepsen, Luke’s father, asked 
him why he didn’t want to graduate 
college and then enter the United 
States Marine Corps as an officer. Luke 
said, ‘‘I don’t want to go into the Ma-
rines to tell people what to do. I want 
to go into the Marines so they can tell 
me what to do.’’ 

Here is what President Ronald 
Reagan said about the Marines: ‘‘Some 
people spend an entire lifetime won-
dering if they made a difference in the 
world. But the Marines, they don’t 
have that problem.’’ 

Luke Yepsen was one of those Ma-
rines. With faith in God and country, 
at 18 Luke enrolled in the United 
States Marine Corps. He was an 
assaultman, later a mechanic, which 
came easy to him because of his love of 
cars. ‘‘He had so much courage and 
pride, you can’t even imagine. You 
could hear it in his voice how proud he 
was,’’ said Luke’s brother, Kyle. In Oc-
tober of 2006, Luke was deployed to 
Iraq with the 1st Tank Battalion, 1st 
Marine Division, 1st Marine Expedi-
tionary Force. Amid the violence and 
anarchy in Iraq, Luke’s thoughts never 
waned from the security of home and 
American freedom. When told by his 
college roommate that he was praying 
for him, Luke quickly responded, 
‘‘Well, I’m praying for you.’’ 

On December 14, 2006, at the age of 20, 
Luke, while fighting the forces of evil, 
was killed by enemy action in Iraq. For 
his military service, he was awarded 
the Purple Heart, the Combat Action 
Ribbon, the National Defense Service 
Medal, and the Iraq Campaign Medal, 
the Global War on Terrorism Medal, 
and the Sea Service Deployment Rib-
bon. 

On the morning of December 22, 2006, 
hundreds of Kingwood, Texas, residents 
lined the streets of this community 
paying tribute to the family of this pa-
triot. Many of those on the streets car-
ried flags, yellow ribbons. Many held 
banners saying ‘‘Proud of You,’’ 
‘‘Proud to be an American.’’ Some said, 
‘‘Thank You.’’ As the funeral proces-
sion made its way to the church, the 
residents of Kingwood, with tearful 
eyes and grateful hearts, saluted the 
Yepsen family. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to tell you that 
patriotism is alive and well in the 
United States. And as the Kingwood, 
Texas, community mourns the loss of 
America’s son, Luke Yepsen, and all 
those who came before him and all 
those that will come after him, we 
know that freedom is not free, and we 
thank this fearless Marine for dedi-
cating his life to America. 

Luke’s sacrifice will be etched in the 
catalogue of history as another Marine 
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who was always faithful. A sacrifice 
made for his parents, Sheila and Gary; 
his brother, Kyle; and his fiancee, San-
dra Bruman; the Kingwood community; 
and this great Nation. 

As we honor the life of Luke Yepsen, 
reflect on those timeless words from 
the Marine Corps Hymn that say: 
‘‘In many a strife 
We’ve fought for life 
And never lost our nerve. 
If the army and the navy 
Ever look on heaven’s scenes, 
They will find the streets are guarded 
By United States Marines.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I suspect that Lance 
Corporal Luke Yepsen is patrolling the 
streets of heaven tonight and guarding 
the pearly gates. 

So Semper Fi, Lance Corporal 
Yepsen. Semper Fi. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BOUCHER). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) is recognized for 
5 minutes. 

(Mr. PALLONE addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

HONORING DEREK RYAN KEHOE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. DENT) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to speak of a courageous young man 
from my district, and of his friends and 
family and supporters, who are trying 
to use his untimely demise to help 
make the world a better place. 

Derek Ryan Kehoe graduated from 
Nazareth High School in 2005, which 
this high school is located in Nazareth, 
Pennsylvania. And he was a star player 
on the school’s basketball team, a 
team he led to the District 11 Tour-
nament in 2005. 

He was a freshman at Albright Col-
lege when, in April of 2006, he discov-
ered a lump on his back. The lump 
turned out to be leiomyosarcoma, or 
LMS as it is better known, a rare and 
deadly form of cancer. LMS currently 
has no cure. And though Derek was a 
strong, healthy 19-year-old, the disease 
overcame him, and he passed on on Oc-
tober 28, 2006. 

Throughout his illness, Derek was 
cheerful and encouraging, more con-
cerned with the feelings of those who 
came to see him than of his own condi-
tion. On January 5, 2007, Derek’s life 
will be commemorated at half time of 
the Nazareth High-Northampton High 
boys basketball game. A full house is 
expected, and 150 of Derek’s classmates 
are returning for the event. All pro-
ceeds from the game will be earmarked 
to fight this dreaded disease of LMS 
that took Derek away from us way too 
soon. 

I want to extend my condolences to 
Derek’s parents, Maureen Kehoe and 
Kevin Kehoe. I also want to express my 

support for all the people who have put 
together this event, including the 
Kehoes, the administration of Nazareth 
Area High School, and the Nazareth 
High School Booster Club. I also want 
to convey a special word of thanks to 
Nazareth basketball coach Joe Arndt, 
who loved Derek as he would a son and 
who played a key role in making this 
event a reality. 

Mr. Speaker, I will insert a copy of 
these words into the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD this 4th day of January, 2007, 
as part of the effort to commemorate 
for all time the life of Derek Ryan 
Kehoe. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to speak of a cou-
rageous young man from my District, and of 
his friends, family, and supporters who are try-
ing to use his untimely demise to help make 
the world a better place. 

Derek Ryan Kehoe graduated from Naza-
reth High School in 2005 (in Nazareth, PA) 
and was a star player on the school’s basket-
ball team, a team he led to the District 11 
Tournament in 2005. He was a freshman at 
Albright College when, in April of 2006, he dis-
covered a lump on his back. The lump turned 
out to be leiomyosarcoma (LMS), a rare and 
deadly form of cancer. LMS currently has no 
cure, and though Derek was a strong, healthy 
19-year old, the disease overcame him, and 
he passed on October 28, 2006. 

Throughout his illness, Derek was cheerful 
and encouraging, more concerned with the 
feelings of those who came to see him than 
with his own condition. On January 5, 2007, 
Derek’s life will be commemorated at the half-
time of the Nazareth High-Northampton High 
boys basketball game. A full house is ex-
pected, and 150 of Derek’s classmates are re-
turning for the event. All proceeds from the 
game will be earmarked to fight this dreaded 
disease of LMS that took Derek away from us 
way too soon. 

I want to extend my condolences to Derek’s 
parents, Maureen Kehoe and Kevin Kehoe. I 
also want to express my support for all the 
people who have put together this event, in-
cluding the Kehoes, the administration of 
Nazareth Area High School, and the Nazareth 
High Booster Club. I also want to convey a 
special word of thanks to Nazareth basketball 
coach Joe Arndt, who loved Derek as he 
would a son, and who played a key role in 
making this event a reality. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that a copy of these 
words be inserted into the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD this 4th day of January 2007, as part 
of the effort to commemorate, for all time, the 
life of Derek Ryan Kehoe. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. SCHIFF addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. STUPAK) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. STUPAK addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

CLEAN ENERGY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. INSLEE) 
is recognized for 60 minutes. 

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I come to 
the floor this evening on truly what is 
a historic day, the beginning of this 
Congress. Historic, I will mention two 
reasons: One, the first woman Speaker 
of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, NANCY PELOSI, something 
that certainly has caused a lot of joy 
here and across the country and it is 
something worthy of noting. But a sec-
ond historic event arises from Speaker 
PELOSI’s first address as Speaker of the 
House today that I think marks a piv-
otal moment in our future of the coun-
try when it comes to our energy policy. 

Speaker PELOSI today, in some of her 
very first comments, made a commit-
ment to the country that our Nation 
would start a titanic and historic shift 
from old technologies associated with 
fossil fuels that are now putting mas-
sive amounts of carbon dioxide into the 
atmosphere and towards the use of new 
technologies that can produce our 
mode of power for our cars and our 
planes and our buses and our homes 
and our computers, and even our hair 
dryers in a way that does not con-
tribute to global warming. And this is 
her commitment and her very first 
comment, I think it was telling, that 
this House will pass a measure in very 
short order, in the next several weeks, 
that will shift a huge amount of our 
national resources away from work in 
these fossil fuels that are now contrib-
uting to global warming and put that 
money into a fund that will be dedi-
cated to the use of new high-techno-
logical energy sources that can free us 
from Middle Eastern oil, create jobs in 
our country, and stop global warming. 

This is certainly a three-fer. And the 
way that she has made a commitment 
that this House will do is that we basi-
cally will repeal some of the less pru-
dent activities of the former Congress 
that gave $7 billion of taxpayer money 
to the oil and gas industry, a very im-
prudent move, an industry that is in 
tip-top form financially, making prof-
its hand over fist, the most profitable 
corporation in American history, in-
deed, world history. And yet the last 
Congress saw fit to give billions of dol-
lars of tax relief to these organizations. 

And these organizations are good or-
ganizations. They have good people in 
them. But there was no reason to give 
that money away when it has higher 
purpose. And that higher purpose that 
Speaker PELOSI talked about today is 
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