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must avail ourselves during this time
of testing in the war on terror, and
they are the words of Sir Winston
Churchill, Prime Minister of England,
and a man considered by many to be
the greatest leader of the free world in
the 20th century. He gives us words
that I believe speak to our time. And I
quote, ‘‘Never, never, never believe any
war will be smooth and easy, or that
anyone who embarks on a strange voy-
age can measure the tides and hurri-
canes he will encounter. The statesman
who yields to the war fever must real-
ize that once the signal is given, he is
no longer the master of policy, but the
slave of unforeseeable and uncontrol-
lable events.”

Winston Churchill would also say,
“You ask, ‘What is our policy?’ I will
say it is to wage war, by sea, land and
air, with all our might and all the
strength that God can give us; to wage
war against a monstrous tyranny never
surpassed in the dark, lamentable cata-
log of human crime. That is our policy.

“You ask, ‘What is our aim?’ I can
answer with one word: Victory—vic-
tory at all costs, victory in spite of ter-
ror, victory however long and hard the
road may be. For without victory,
there is no survival.”

And of our time, where many of our
countrymen would wish away this war-
torn part of the world, I can’t help but
think that this quote is appropriate.
Sir Winston Churchill said, ‘‘One ought
never to turn one’s back on a threat-
ened danger or try to run away from it.
If you do, that will double the danger;
but if you meet it promptly and with-
out flinching, you will reduce it by
half.”

These are difficult days in Iraq. Sac-
rifices that American forces and their
families are making are deeply hum-
bling to me and to every Member of
Congress and, I believe, of the Amer-
ican people. But I believe that, despite
the recent wave of insurgent bombings,
this war is not lost. In fact, because of
the President’s surge and the bold lead-
ership of General David Petraeus in
Baghdad and General Odierno in
Ramadi, our U.S. forces on the ground,
in combination with Iraqi forces, we
are beginning to see modest progress in
Iraq.
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In Baghdad, despite recent bombings,
sectarian violence overall is down, and
the same is true in Ramadi. Baghdad is
not safe, but it is safer because of the
deployment of 26 joint operating cen-
ters throughout the city. A city where
there once were simply an Inter-
national Green Zone, the Baghdad Vic-
tory Base, and four forward-operating
bases in Baghdad, now throughout the
city, in form when I visited them on
April 1 in Baghdad for all the world
looked like neighborhood police sta-
tions. They call them joint operating
centers, where U.S. and Iraqi forces
live together, work together, eat to-
gether and deploy together, in 2-week
rotations. And it is making a difference
on the ground.
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In the al Anbar province in Ramadi,
it is extraordinary to say 22 of the 24
Sunni tribal leaders, led in part by
Sheikh Sattar, with whom I spent one
of the most memorable hours of my life
on April 2 earlier this month, Sunni
leadership is standing with the al
Maliki government, standing with the
American soldier, rejecting the insur-
gency, rejecting al Qaeda, and reclaim-
ing their city and their country for
peace and security.

We have a long way to go, but not
that long before we know whether this
new surge strategy will work. I believe
it is imperative that Congress give
General Petraeus not only a willing ear
tomorrow when he comes to Capitol
Hill, but I think it is high time that we
sent the President a clean bill, take
out all the micromanagement of the
war, all the unconstitutional bench-
marks and datelines for withdrawal,
for that matter, take out all the pork-
barrel spending that has nothing to do
with our military, and send General
Petraeus and our soldiers on the
ground the resources they need to get
the job done and come home.

You know, I was asked by a soldier in
Ramadi, a soldier from Indiana, he
looked at me and he said, Congress-
man, I just want to ask you an honest
question. He said, When is it going to
be enough? When are we going to have
been here long enough? And I said to
him with great humility, I said, Son, I
will answer this as straight with you as
I can: I think we have to stick around
here until these people can defend
themselves, and not a minute longer.

That is what we need to accomplish,
Mr. Speaker. We need to stick around
long enough to help Iraqi security
forces provide the basic stability in
their capital and in the critical al
Anbar province, and particularly in
Ramadi, in order that the political
process and the diplomatic process re-
gionally can go forward. And then, like
Americans of past generations, we can
pick up and go home, and only ask for
a debt of friendship in return.

It is a time of testing for our coun-
try. It is not a time for shrinking back.
But based on the evidence, the facts
that General Petraeus shared with me
in Baghdad and will share with us on
Capitol Hill, it is time to give the surge
a chance to succeed.

The Congress will likely pass a sup-
plemental bill that will have unconsti-
tutional benchmarks and datelines for
withdrawal. The President of the
United States will keep his word. He
will promptly veto that legislation.
But my hope, and, candidly, Mr. Speak-
er, my prayer, is that after we have
gone through this exercise and Con-
gress has made its importance felt, we
will get our soldiers the resources they
need and we will give them the time
and the freedom to succeed in this
surge.

But there are no guarantees. We are
up against a ruthless and brutal
enemy, who even this very day claimed
American lives in another ruthless sui-
cide car bomb attack.
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I believe it would be a stain on our
national character that we would not
wipe off for generations if we were to
walk away now; if we were simply to
say to the good people of Iraq, hun-
dreds of which I have had the chance to
meet and to speak with over my five
journeys there over the last 4 years of
this war, it would be a stain on our na-
tional character to that generation of
Iraqis to leave them unable to defend
themselves, to harvest a whirlwind of
sectarian violence, revenge Kkillings,
and to leave them to become a part of
a country that would become sub-
jugated by the blood-sworn enemies of
the United States of America. And it
would be a stain on our national char-
acter to leave Iraq, in effect, worse off
than how we found it.

As bad as it was under Saddam Hus-
sein, I can’t help but believe that if
those who fight us in the form of the
insurgency and al Qaeda today gain the
reins of control in that Nation, that we
will, as Winston Churchill said, we will
double the danger, and our children
and our children’s children will pay a
price we dare not imagine.

So we are faced with choices today,
and my challenge to my colleagues and
to any looking on is to listen to the
facts, not the adjectives, not the
““‘spin,” as it is referred to in the pop-
ular debate, but listen to the facts. And
the facts are that it is a tough time in
Iraq. We are facing a determined
enemy. But that despite a recent wave
of insurgent bombings, this war is not
lost.

In fact, because of the President’s
surge and the extraordinary courage of
U.S. and Iraqi forces, we are making
modest progress in Iraq. In Baghdad,
despite recent bombings, sectarian vio-
lence is down. Baghdad is not safe, but
it is safer because of the presence of
more than two dozen U.S. and Iraqi
joint operating centers. And now 22 of
24 Sunni sheikhs and tribal leaders
have come together in Ramadi and the
al Anbar province to support the al
Maliki government and U.S. forces.

Let’s give General Petraeus a willing
ear. Let’s listen to the facts. And then
let us reject timetables for withdrawal,
pork-barrel-laden spending bills, and
simply provide our soldiers the re-
sources they need to get the job done
and come home safe.

I believe that we can secure victory
for freedom in Iraq, and in so doing we
will deliver a victory for freedom, not
only for the Iraqi people, but for our-
selves and our posterity. We will un-
leash, as the President has spoken so
eloquently, the forces of freedom and
stability in a part of the world that has
known little of either. That is my
hope, and that is my prayer.

————

ECONOMIC OBSERVATIONS BY THE
43 MEMBER STRONG, FISCALLY
CONSERVATIVE DEMOCRATIC
BLUE DOG COALITION

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MURPHY of Connecticut). Under the
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Speaker’s announced policy of January
18, 2007, the gentleman from Arkansas
(Mr. R0OSS) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, this evening,
as most Tuesday evenings, I rise on be-
half of the 43 member strong, fiscally
conservative Democratic Blue Dog Co-
alition. We are a group of Democrats
that believe in restoring common
sense, fiscal discipline and account-
ability to our Nation’s government.

As you walk the Halls of Congress,
Mr. Speaker, it is easy to know when
you are walking by the office of a
member of the fiscally conservative,
Democratic Blue Dog Coalition, be-
cause you will see this poster in the
hallway as not only a welcome mat to
that Blue Dog member’s office, but to
remind Members of Congress and the
American people on a daily basis that
our country is in a fiscal mess.

In fact, today, the U.S. national debt
is $8,827,8561,749,695, and I ran out of
room, Mr. Speaker, but you could add a
quarter on to that, 25 cents. You divide
that enormous number by every man,
woman and child in America, and every
one of us, our share of the national
debt is $29,262. It is what I commonly
refer to as the debt tax, D-E-B-T tax,
which is one tax that cannot go away
until we get our Nation’s fiscal house
in order.

The Federal deficit is something we
don’t have to have, Mr. Speaker. In
fact, from 1998 through 2001 our Nation
enjoyed a surplus. We had a balanced
budget. We lived within our means.
That was under President Clinton. He
was the first Democrat or Republican
to give us a balanced budget in some 30
or 40 years. And the economy was
doing pretty good when there was no
deficit and when we had a balanced
budget.

We all remember those days, how the
stock market performed. People had
good-paying jobs with good benefits.
Many of those jobs today have been
shifted to places like China and Mexico
and India. It is true that most of the
folks have gone on and found other
work, but if you really research it and
look at it, they have found lesser-pay-
ing jobs with lesser benefits or, in
many cases, no benefits at all.

In fact, this is Cover the Uninsured
Week, Mr. Speaker. Forty-eight mil-
lion people in America are without
health insurance tonight. Who are
they? It is not the people that can’t
work or don’t want to work. They qual-
ify for Medicaid, which is health insur-
ance for the poor, disabled, and elderly.
It is not our seniors. They are provided
coverage through Medicare, which is
the only health insurance plan most
seniors have to stay healthy and get
well.

So who are these 48 million people? It
is the folks in this country, working
families, Mr. Speaker, that are trying
to do the right thing and stay off wel-
fare, but they are working the jobs
with no benefits. Ten million of them
are children. One in five children will
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go to bed tonight in America hungry.
Ten million will go to bed tonight
without health insurance. This is
America, and I believe that we have a
duty and an obligation to find a way to
ensure that health care is affordable,
available and accessible for all of God’s
children and for all of us here in Amer-
ica.

As long as we have got this type of
debt and this type of deficit, it is going
to be difficult to meet that challenge,
as well as others.

The total national debt from 1789 to
2000 was $5.67 trillion; but by 2010,
under this administration, the total
national debt will have increased to
$10.88 trillion. Mr. Speaker, that is a
doubling of the 211-year debt in just 10
years. In just one decade.

Interest payments on this debt are
one of the fastest growing parts of the
Federal budget. In fact, Mr. Speaker,
we will spend more of your tax money
this year paying interest on the na-
tional debt than we will spend on edu-
cating our children, providing health
care and other benefits to our veterans,
and, yes, we will spend more money
paying interest on the national debt
this year than we will spend protecting
our homeland through the Department
of Homeland Security.

So many of America’s priorities are
going unmet. Why? Because this town
and this Congress and this administra-
tion for the past 6 years have given us
record deficit after record deficit,
record debt after record debt, to the ex-
tent that today, today our Nation is
borrowing about $1 billion a day. But
what is even more alarming than that
is before we borrow $1 billion today, we
will spend half a billion dollars paying
interest on the debt we already have.
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I represent a very rural district in
south Arkansas, in the western half of
Arkansas. Half of the 29 counties I rep-
resent, nearly half of them, are located
in what is referred to as the Delta re-
gion of this country, one of the poorest
regions of America.

We have hope in that area by invest-
ing in alternative renewable fuels like
ethanol by biodiesel, creating new jobs
for our working families and new mar-
kets for our farm families and our
landowners through cellulosic ethanol,
taking the slash, the treetops and the
limbs, what is left down in the woods
and giving it a value and finding a use
for that.

Another way for us to accomplish
those things, our government must in-
vest in research and development for
cellulosic ethanol. Our government
must invest more in research and de-
velopment for alternative and renew-
able fuels. The real tragedy is that we
will send the Iraqis more money in the
next 8 hours than we will spend on re-
search and development for alternative
renewable fuels in the next 365 days.
That is one example of why the deficit
and the debt do matter.

A half a billion dollars a day going to
pay interest on the national debt. We
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could build 200 brand-new elementary
schools every single day in America
just on the interest that we are paying
on the national debt. In southeast Ar-
kansas, we have great hope in Inter-
state 69, an interstate under construc-
tion, sort of. It was announced in Indi-
anapolis b years before I was born, that
was 50 years ago, and with the excep-
tion of 40 miles in Kentucky and a
stretch just south of Memphis, none of
it has been built south of Indianapolis
in 50 years, and yet we have great hope
that this road can create jobs and eco-
nomic opportunities for the people in
the Delta region. We need $1.5 billion
to finish it.

For a country boy from Prescott and
Emmet and Hope, Arkansas, I can tell
you that is a staggering amount. But
when you look at it this way, we will
spend more money paying interest on
the national debt in the next 3 days
than what it would take to build Inter-
state 69.

On the western side of my district,
there is great hope for Interstate 49.
We need about $2 billion to finish it,
again a staggering number until you
look at it this way: We will spend more
money in the next 4 days paying inter-
est on the national debt than what it
would take to complete Interstate 49,
which would provide the first and only
interstate quarter through the middle
of the United States of America.

So until this Congress starts stand-
ing up to this administration and say-
ing ‘‘no”” to these irresponsible budg-
ets, America’s priorities will continue
to go unmet.

I am proud to tell you that under this
new Democratic majority, they are lis-
tening to the 43 of us in the fiscally
conservative Democratic Blue Dogs.
For the last 6 years, we reached out to
the Republicans on the other side of
the aisle and asked to work with them
on a budget that made sense for the
American people. We were told that
they didn’t need us.

Mr. Speaker, I believe the American
people are sick and tired of all of the
partisan bickering that goes on in our
Nation’s Capital. For members of the
Blue Dog Coalition, we don’t care if it
is a Republican or Democrat idea, we
want to know if it is a commonsense
idea, and does it make sense for the
people back home who sent us here to
be their voice.

So the Republican leadership turned
a deaf ear to us for the past 6 years
while they were in power. The Amer-
ican people decided to give the Demo-
crats a chance at being in the majority
this past November. I am proud to tell
you that we didn’t have to offer up a
Blue Dog budget this year. Why? Be-
cause the new Democratic majority lis-
tened to the Blue Dogs and included
our key provisions that can restore
commonsense fiscal discipline and ac-
countability to our government.

So we are beginning through the
budget that passed on the floor of this
House just a few weeks ago, we are be-
ginning to develop a path that over
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time, in fact by 2012, Mr. Speaker, can
get us back to the days we had under
President Clinton of a balanced budget
in this country.

Why do deficits matter? They matter
because they reduce economic growth,
they burden our children and grand-
children with liabilities. Again, the
debt tax, D-E-B-T, is $29,262 for every
man, woman and child in America, and
they increase our reliance on foreign
lenders who now own 40 percent of our
debt.

This President, this administration
and, for the past 6 years, this Repub-
lican-led Congress up until January
borrowed more money from foreign
central banks and foreign investors
than the previous 42 Presidents com-
bined. You want to talk about a risk to
a national security, there is one for
you.

We have got a lot of active Members
within the Blue Dogs who come to
Washington and stand up and proudly
proclaim that they are conservative
Democrats with a commonsense vision
for the United States. I am absolutely
delighted to be joined this evening by
several of them. At this time I would
yield to an active Member within the
Blue Dog Coalition, the gentleman
from Colorado (Mr. SALAZAR).

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud today to be joined by my col-
leagues of the Blue Dog Coalition to
speak about our Nation’s problems.

Mr. ROSs brought up the U.S. na-
tional debt now being $8.8 trillion,
knocking on the door of $9 trillion. I
remember the very first day I came to
Congress where the actual figure was
$7.54 trillion. Not even 2% years ago,
each American’s share of the national
debt was $26,000 at that time. What a
shame. Over $3,000 more in 2 years.

Well, I am proud to join my fellow
Blue Dogs today to talk about account-
ability in government and the gross
negligence for taxpayer dollars in
Washington. The Blue Dogs have been
fighting for greater accountability in
Washington for over 10 years. We have
argued for a return to a PAYGO system
or a balanced budget. We offered a 12-
step reform plan to cure our Nation’s
addiction to deficit spending. We have
argued that all earmarks should re-
quire written justification from a
Member of Congress before being con-
sidered.

I am proud that our current leader-
ship has taken into account what the
Blue Dogs are saying. The Blue Dogs
advocate accountability. Let’s consider
the facts. In 2004, the Federal Govern-
ment spent $25 billion that it cannot
account for. In that same year, only 6
of 63 Pentagon departments were able
to produce a clean audit. For 2005, the
GAO reports that 19 of the 24 Federal
agencies can’t produce a clean audit or
fully explain how they spend taxpayer
dollars.

In March of 2005, the Veterans Affairs
inspector general issued a report call-
ing for the agency’s information sys-
tems and securities to be upgraded. No
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action was taken. And since that time,
the personal information of millions of
our Nation’s veterans has been stolen.

Several of our Federal agencies re-
ceived serious red-flag disclaimers on
their 2005 financial statements, includ-
ing the Office of the Inspector General
for the Department of Defense who
wrote, “We are unable to give an opin-
ion on the fiscal year 2005 DOD finan-
cial statements because of the limita-
tions on the scope of our work. Thus,
the financial statements may be unre-
liable. Therefore, we are unable to ex-
press and we do not express an opinion
on the DOD’s financial statements.”

Mr. Speaker, the American public de-
serves the honest truth. The Office of
the Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security wrote,
“Unfortunately, the department made
little or no progress to improve its fi-
nancial reporting during fiscal year
2005. KPMG was unable to provide an
opinion on the department’s balance
sheet.”

The inspector general for NASA in
its 2005 financial report in the enclosed
report from independent auditors, Er-
nest & Young, disclaimed an opinion on
NASA’s financial statement for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2005. The
disclaimer resulted from NASA’s in-
ability to provide an auditable finan-
cial statement and sufficient evidence
to support financial statements
throughout the fiscal year and at year
end.

Federal agencies are treating the
taxpayer dollars that fund them like a
joke, and the administration is incapa-
ble of lifting a finger to manage them
effectively.

I believe we need strong enforcement
measures in Congress and the Federal
Government to make it more account-
able for taxpayer dollars. We must en-
sure that Congress has the tools to
hold Federal agencies responsible for
their use of taxpayer dollars.

Mr. Speaker, American taxpayers de-
serve to know how Congress and this
administration are spending their
money.

I am proud once again to join my
Blue Dog colleagues to demand more
fiscal accountability in Iraq. The Blue
Dogs have a plan for fiscal account-
ability in Iraq. Our plan calls for trans-
parency on how war funds are being
utilized. It creates a commission to in-
vestigate how contracts are awarded,
and it stops the use of emergency sup-
plementals to fund this war. This is the
first administration, Mr. Speaker, that
has used emergency supplementals to
fund a war year after year after year.

The Blue Dogs also call for American
resources to improve Iraq’s ability to
police themselves. The Blue Dog legis-
lation addresses the glaring lack of
oversight and accountability in Iraq.
We make sure that taxpayer dollars are
accounted for. Government reports
have documented waste, fraud and
abuse in Iraq. I think it is time to stop
that waste. Congressional oversight is
desperately needed. The administra-
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tion must be held accountable for how
reconstruction funds are being utilized.

The Blue Dog proposals are common-
sense proposals. They ensure trans-
parency and accountability. We have
already spent $437 billion in Iraq, ac-
cording to the Congressional Research
Service, and we will spend another $100
billion in Iraq in 2007 alone. That is
over $500 billion with virtually no over-
sight from Congress. We must start
showing improvement in Iraq. Ac-
countability leads directly to success,
in my opinion. Iraq must begin making
progress towards full responsibility by
policing their own country. Without
progress, it is a waste to continue U.S.
investment in troops and financial re-
sources.

We all support our troops. We must
support our troops. We will do every-
thing in our power to make sure that
they have the equipment that they
need. However, we cannot continue to
write a blank check to this administra-
tion. Until our last troop has returned
home, the American people deserve to
know how their money is being spent.
Accountability is not only patriotic, it
often determines success from failure.

The Blue Dog proposal gives us an
opportunity to regain that oversight
and responsibility. This is the responsi-
bility that we have to all of our men
and women in uniform, to their par-
ents, and to the American taxpayer
who is footing the bill.

The Congressional Research Service
and the Congressional Budget Office
have clearly stated that if this con-
tinues, our fiscal irresponsibility in
Congress, if it continues by the year
2040, every single penny of revenue that
the Federal Government receives will
go just to fund the interest on our na-
tional debt.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot afford to let
this happen. We cannot saddle our chil-
dren with the irresponsibilities of this
administration.

Mr. ROSS. I thank the gentleman,
Mr. SALAZAR, a member of the fiscally
conservative Blue Dog Coalition for
joining us this evening.

The gentleman is absolutely correct.
Every one of us, Democrat and Repub-
lican, we support our troops. All of the
troops in harm’s way tonight are in our
prayers.

Just this week I visited Walter Reed
Army Hospital and visited a 19-year-old
corporal, John Slatton, from Delight,
Arkansas. Most folks have never heard
of Delight, Arkansas. It is a town of
about 400 people. If you are my age or
older, you might remember it as the
hometown of Glen Campbell, who was a
country singer and had a comedy show
on Saturday nights back in the 1960s.

But this young man got to Iraq in Oc-
tober, had to have staples put in his
head from a bullet that grazed his head
in December. And on Easter, his family
received a call that he had been shot by
enemy fire and the bullet had entered
near his left ear and exited the right
side. The good Lord was working over-
time that day. It missed his brain and
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he is going to survive. He is going to
have some challenges, and I ask that
everybody join me in keeping him and
his family in our hearts and our pray-
ers.

We have all been touched by this. My
brother-in-law is in the Air Force. He
is serving in the Middle East tonight,
and I am so very proud of his service
and all of those who serve us in uni-
form. They do everything that we as a
government ask them to do. But it is
very important that we not only sup-
port them but that we provide them a
direction that can ensure victory in
Iraq and allow them to return home in
the not-too-distant future to their fam-
ilies and loved ones.
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I thank the gentleman for standing
here with me tonight to demand ac-
countability because we owe it to these
brave men and women in uniform who
serve our country and who we are so
very proud of.

This is not a Democrat or a Repub-
lican thing. This is an American thing,
and as Americans, we all stand in sup-
port of our men and women in uniform,
not only while they are serving us
overseas, but we have a commitment to
them to provide them a new generation
of veterans coming home with the very
best in medicine and health care and
opportunities so that they can be re-
integrated into our society as produc-
tive citizens, as important citizens who
have done so much for this country and
for whom we owe so much.

I am very pleased to be also joined
this evening by a fellow Blue Dog from
the State of Tennessee, Mr. LINCOLN
DAvis. At this time, I would yield to
the gentleman from Tennessee.

Mr. LINCOLN DAVIS of Tennessee. I
thank my friend from Arkansas (Mr.
ROSS).

I have had an opportunity to get to
meet a lot of folks that I have served
with here in the U.S. House. All of
those obviously within the Blue Dog
Coalition have become pretty endeared
to me because of the commitments we
focus on as being deficit hawks and de-
fense hawks. We talk about those
issues conservatively. I am going to
talk a little bit about each of those
issues tonight.

I had a privilege recently to spend
considerable time with my good friend
JOHN SALAZAR from Colorado. I have
become convinced he knows how to
hook up a piece of equipment.

I am also convinced in the conversa-
tions with him that he and his family
have shared in the good Lord’s Earth in
being farmers with his brothers; and in
talking with him, I had a much deeper
understanding and certainly a much
deeper abiding friendship knowing that
as my brother and I both farm, brother
doing most of it back home, that all of
us come from different parts of the
country maybe, but we all have that
same spirit and that same heartfelt be-
lief that America is the greatest place
in the world to live and raise your fam-
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ily. For those of us who live in rural
areas, obviously we believe that is
probably the best place for America to
raise their families.

I traveled today with a group of
young students from both Clark
Grange and York Institute, being
named after Alvin C. York, Sergeant
York, from the hometown of Pall Mall
where I live, and as we traveled
through the Capitol I could see their
eyes light up as we talked about the
history of this great building that we
serve in, the great Chamber that we
are in here this afternoon.

But as you look on the wall in the ro-
tunda, you realize that America in the
1770s, in 1775, at the Boston siege, we
convinced with our ragtag Army, the
Continental Army, convinced the Brit-
ish soldiers and sailors that we could
defeat them, and they set sail late in
the winter, early spring and went to
New York. We followed them there, and
by 1776 we suffered a pretty strong de-
feat.

The first victory that we received for
our independence, for our democracy
that we have was in Saratoga in the
fall of 1777, which convinced another
nation called France to come and join
us in our fight for independence, but I
can assure you, no one won our inde-
pendence for us. In this country, we
fought until basically the battle at
Yorktown where Cornwallis, general of
the British forces, decided that he had
to surrender, and surrendered.

That basically ended the hostilities
until Washington in 1783 resigned his
commission to the Continental Con-
gress that existed at that time. So
from 1775 basically until hostilities
pretty much ceased in 1781, we fought
for our independence in this country.
We fought so we could establish a de-
mocracy that would be a shining exam-
ple, as Mr. Reagan used to say, on that
hill to the rest of the nations of the
world that this is what can be accom-
plished.

That took us 6 years, and 2 years into
being sure to sort of protect that frag-
ile peace that we had until Washington
gave up his commission and surren-
dered it in 1783.

I want to remind the people of Amer-
ica and the people of Iraq, we fought
for our independence. We fought for
this democracy that we have. No one
came to this country and forced upon
us a democracy. No one came to this
country and said this is the gift we
want to give you.

The blood and the tears and the hard
work and the sweat of our young men
and women from this country have
been in Iraq now for over 4 years, toil-
ing, and in fact, in many cases going to
war with the Iraqis, first of all, to de-
pose a ruthless dictator, we all agree
with that, and then we fought with the
Iraqis and in many cases against the
Iraqis, whether they be Sunni or Shia,
to say we want to give you this gift
that we fought for over 200 years ago,
we want to give you this gift called de-
mocracy.
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In 2005, in December, we literally
sent a surge of our troops over in the
midsummer of 2005 to be sure that
those brave individuals from Iraq, men
and women, over 12 million of them,
went to vote to establish the leaders of
their country so they could establish
their own Constitution. The surge then
allowed them to vote. They finalized
their commitment, in my opinion, for
the democracy.

No one gave us ours. We are trying to
give them theirs. And we have tried
and we have tried and we have tried
and we have spent billions of dollars
making it happen.

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. Speaker, if the
gentleman will yield, I often tell this
story of my father. I served during the
tail end of Vietnam and my father was
a World War II veteran. My son served
now during Iraqi Freedom. He just fin-
ished his tour last December, but I like
to tell this story of my father who was
a proud veteran.

At the age of 82, my father was diag-
nosed with Alzheimer’s disease; and as
was usual on Sunday mornings, I would
go over to Mom and Dad’s ranch house,
and we would have breakfast with my
mom and dad. We had been told by the
doctors that my dad had Alzheimer’s,
and it was one day right around, he
must have been around 84 when one
Sunday morning we heard him fum-
bling around in his back bedroom.
Shortly thereafter, he came out and in
his hand he bore his World War II staff
sergeant uniform, and he told us, this
is the uniform that I want to be buried
in. We thought at the time, well, it
sounded a little bit self-serving but
doctors tell you not to argue with Alz-
heimer’s patients. So we said, sure,
Dad, no problem. We will do that.

Well, the disease continued to
progress over the next couple of years,
but often, often he would bring up the
issue of wanting to be buried in his uni-
form, and it was at the age of 86 that
my father suffered a severe heart at-
tack. My mother called me over. We
live about a quarter mile away. When 1
got there, the ambulance was there,
and I remember lifting my father off
the floor to put him on the gurney to
take him to the hospital. And with the
last ounce of strength he had in his
body, he lifted his arms up around my
neck and he said, I love you, and the
last word he ever whispered to me was
the word ‘“‘uniform.”

My father had forgotten almost ev-
erything in life, even how to use his
bodily functions; but there are two
things he had not forgotten, the love
that he had for his family and the love
that he had for his country and how
proud he was to have served his coun-
try.

For many veterans, that is the great-
est legacy that they have, and so when
we propose an Iraqi war supplemental,
we are also proposing funding to make
sure that the veterans that have served
this country are protected.

I tell this story because it is impor-
tant that we protect those that have
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protected us, and I know that we as
members of the Blue Dog Coalition are
very proud to stand beside our veterans
and make sure that they have the
things that they need.

The gentleman from Arkansas talks
about visiting Walter Reed. I do that
on a regular basis, and it is the most
disheartening feeling in the world to
see our troops without arms and legs.
They do not ask for anything. All they
ask for is help me get through life. We
owe that to our veterans.

Mr. LINCOLN DAVIS of Tennessee.
You have to invite me to come out to
your home sometime. I invite you to
my home in Pall Mall, but I have got
to visit more with your family. As I
learn more and more, I realize the
quality of people that we have here
serving. It was such a wonderful yield,
the comments you made during that
period of time. It is certainly good to
be on the floor with you.

But as I talk about that democracy
that we fought for, that we fought for,
I realize that there has never been a
time that a democracy in any country
has ever been imposed from without. It
has always been from within, the
French Revolution, the startings of the
Magna Carta where we said we are no
longer going to give taxes if you are
basically going to squander it on your
parties, Mr. KING.

When Israel established a nation in
the Middle East, what type was it? It
was a democracy.

My fear is that we can keep our sol-
diers, our young men and women in the
battlefields in Iraq for a long, long
time, and we can never force a democ-
racy on the people of Iraq or anywhere
else. We went into Iraq, and Iraq espe-
cially, without realizing the national
customs, the traditions, the faith, their
family values that are totally different
in many cases than ours.

I think everyone loves liberty and
freedom. I just believe as we engage
that we ought to realize that we cannot
impose our will on anyone unless we do
it with a much larger force than what
we have today.

Let me stay on Iraq for a moment.

Mr. ROSS. The gentleman from Ten-
nessee makes a very important point,
and that is, look, I was here on 9/11 and
shortly after the plane hit the Pen-
tagon we were evacuated. A few hours
later, I would learn a young Navy petty
officer named Nehamin Lyons from
Pine Bluff, Arkansas, would be among
those killed on that tragic day that we
now all refer to as 9/11.

And all of us, Democrats and Repub-
licans, for the most part voted to go to
Afghanistan to put an end to terrorism.

I will never forget later being invited
to the White House September 26, 2002,
sitting in a cabinet room: Andy Card,
Condoleezza Rice, about 18 Members of
Congress and the President. I have still
got the notes I took that day, and the
President told us that Saddam Hussein
has weapons of mass destruction,
trains terrorists on weapons of mass
destruction, and if military force is
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used, it will be, in the President’s
words, swift. September 26, 2002.

And then a few months later, we saw
the banner ‘‘Mission Accomplished,”
and we thought, wow, it was swift. But
now we know, and I am not one of
these conspiracy theorists that be-
lieves the President misled us. I think
he received bad intelligence and shared
it with us; and until proven otherwise,
that is what I will believe because any-
thing other than that would be a very
unfair and strong attempt at trying to
say something that we do not know
whether it is true or not. I have to as-
sume he just received bad intelligence.

But I will tell you this: there is not
a more difficult decision that Members
of Congress have to make than whether
or not to send our men and women in
uniform into harm’s way; and when we
are asked and called upon to make
those kind of decisions, we have got to
know, we must know that our intel-
ligence is correct.

So for the most part, we all voted to
go there. We are now there. What do we
do about it? You want to talk about
supporting the troops, one of the ways
that you support the troops is to stop
moving the goal post, to stop moving
the victory line.

We say we went there because of
weapons of mass destruction. They no
longer have them. We won.

Then they said, well, we have got to
stay until we overthrow Saddam.
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We won. They said we have to stay
till we capture him. We pulled him out
of that spider hole. We won. Then the
administration said we have to stay
till we assassinate him. We assassinate
him until he is executed, put to death,
and he was.

So, based on that, we won. Then they
said, well, we have got to stay until the
Iraqi people can have elections. They
did. We won.

Yet, now they are saying that, you
know, we have got to stay there, and
it’s, you know, the line they use now is
it’s better to fight the terrorists there
than here. There weren’t terrorists in
Iraq. Saddam wouldn’t put up with
them. He chopped their heads off.

Obviously, there are terrorists there
now, and there are those from other
neighboring countries wanting to cre-
ate havoc. But for the most part what
we have today, as the gentleman from
Tennessee indicated, is civil war. No-
body fought our civil war for us, and
it’s pretty apparent the Iraqis don’t
want us fighting their civil war for
them.

Now, understand, we had 3,200 U.S.
soldiers die there, 25,000 injured, over
10,000 in ways that will forever change
their lives. We are sending the Iraqis
$12 million an hour. What do they
think about us? Seventy-one percent
don’t want us there and 60 percent of
them think it’s okay to kill a U.S. sol-
dier.

Contrast that with Afghanistan,
where the Taliban is back on the rise.
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They are back training. We will spend
more money in Iraq this month than
we will spend in Afghanistan in the
next 2% years. We have 225,000 troops
in the Iraqi region today, and the
President wants to add 21,000 more. Yet
we only have 25,000 in Afghanistan.

The Taliban is back, organizing and
getting trained, and the mountains of
Afghanistan are nothing more than a
breeding ground for terrorists. This ad-
ministration is so focused on Iraq that
they are losing sight of what is going
on in Afghanistan, where 84 percent of
the people in Afghanistan do want us
there.

I just wanted to throw that out there
for any comment you might have, be-
cause I thought you made an excellent
point about how we fought our Civil
War, and it’s time they accept respon-
sibility and fight their own. We cannot
continue to put our men and women in
uniform on their front lines and have
them standing behind us. It is time for
them to step up, accept responsibil-
ities, train their men and women, and
put them in uniform. They need to
fight this war, if they really want a
taste of freedom. No one can give you
that. You have got to get it country by
country.

Mr. LINCOLN DAVIS of Tennessee. I
hear the other side, the minority party
in this Chamber, talk about the defeat-
ist Democrats, the retreatist Demo-
crats, whatever terminology they want
to use. I find that somewhat repulsive
that there are those who would assume
that Democrats want to lose a war.

Let me tell you something. I come
from Tennessee. Andrew Jackson in
the war of 1812 and 1814, when he had
that battle, the war was over with.
There had already been a surrender of
the British. He still fought that war,
and I believe he was a good Democrat.
In World War I, a fellow named Wood-
row Wilson, I happen to believe he was
a Democrat, he fought the war until it
was over with. We won that war.

In World War II, we went to war and
took 16 million people. We call them
the Greatest Generation. They came
back home, and they started having
children like rabbits in the spring.
That is 77 million folks we call baby
boomers. They give us a huge work-
force in this country.

Then we went to Korea, and let me
finish, in World War II, we lost Roo-
sevelt during that time. Harry Truman
had the forces. We had invaded Nor-
mandy and had conquered the Germans
and had conquered Europe. We had al-
ready put in place the invasion Army
that was going into Japan. Harry Tru-
man changed course. You need to re-
play that message to the White House,
Harry Truman changed course. He
didn’t put the invasion force in the
ships. He dropped a couple of bombs, a
horrible occurrence that happened, but
it saved millions of lives and stopped
the war. Then we occupied Germany
and Japan, and they now have two
thriving democracies in the world be-
cause they chose that type of govern-
ment.
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Then in Korea we had a fellow named
Truman who got us engaged there as
well, happened to be a Democrat. But
the person who quit fighting was Eisen-
hower, a Republican.

In the 1970s, in Vietnam, the Presi-
dent at that time was a Republican
named Richard Nixon, when we left
Vietnam. We can talk about Democrats
not following through. We have never
lost a war when we have had Demo-
crats in the White House. Andrew
Jackson, when he was in New Orleans,
a general, we couldn’t keep him from
fighting and conquering General
Packingham.

I am tired about this talk of the
Democratic Party not being strong on
national defense. Baloney. That is not
the case. Let’s stop it. Let’s start talk-
ing about how we win, and how we stay
in Iraq, and that becomes winning for
us.

This resolution that we vote on to-
morrow still allows several thousand
people to stay in Iraq after we have
taken our soldiers out of the kill zone
and the battle zones in Iraq.

We still will be there with several
tens of thousands of troops that will be
training, providing security, and pro-
tection, quite frankly, for many of the
folks in Iraq. We will also keep tens of
thousands of troops there that will
seek out and search the al Qaeda cells
if they exist in Iraq, or any terrorist
groups that exist in Iraq.

So I get kind of unhappy when I hear
the other side start talking about what
great success we are having. It is my
hope that this search would work, be-
cause then we in America can claim a
huge successful victory in Iraq.

Mr. SALAZAR. I was in the Soviet
Union during the fall of communism
when Gorbachev was still in power in
1989, when we were out there studying
international government with the Col-
orado Agriculture Leadership Program.

It’s true, I couldn’t agree with you
more, that the spirit of democracy has
to come from within, from within a
country. They want to have it. They
want to want it. A perfect example of
how you win a war, it’s with the spirit
of sheer military force, but you also
have to have a diplomatic surge as
well. That is what Blue Dogs are ask-
ing for. They are asking to adopt the
Iraqi Study Group recommendations.
Sure, we can support a group surge, but
coupled with a diplomatic surge. That
is how you win wars. But they have to
want it.

Mr. LINCOLN DAVIS of Tennessee.
As we move now, I want to move brief-
ly to the accusing tone we often hear
that Democrats are big government.
When Bill Clinton became President in
1992, and was sworn in 1993, the govern-
ment had grown to 22.4 percent of gross
domestic income.

When he became the President, work-
ing with the Republican Congress in
1995, we saw a government decrease of
18.1 percent of gross domestic income.
We saw over a 4 percent decrease in
spending during the 8 years that a
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Democratic President was in office. It
had grown to a little more than 22 per-
cent under Reagan and Bush and had
receded to 18.1 percent under Bill Clin-
ton.

It has now grown over the last 5
years, 6 years, to over 21 percent. How
can anyone in this Chamber talk about
being conservatives or blaming anyone
for growth? The growth periods actu-
ally have occurred under Reagan, Bush,
decreased under Clinton, and increased
under this Bush administration.

How do you call that being conserv-
ative? I just think that it is time that
the American people realized that they
are being told a lot of things on this
floor that aren’t true.

I used to see a truth squad. I really
wish they were telling the truth on a
lot of issues that they were talking
about.

I thank you for allowing me to come
visit with you tonight.

Mr. LINCOLN DAVIS of Tennessee.
Mr. SALAZAR, it was good to be with
you and hear the commitment that
your family has made, your father and
others, to defend the Nation.

Mr. SALAZAR. May I ask a question?
You have some figures on this chart
that show that basically through the
Iraqi war supplementals we have actu-
ally budgeted $378.5 billion. Could I ask
the gentleman, is this really the true
cost of the war, or is this just what we
budgeted through the supplementals?

Mr. ROSS. As you can see from the
chart here, let me just work through it
with you. With the enactment of fiscal
year 2007 appropriations, Congress has
approved a total of about $378.5 billion
for military operations initiated since
the 9/11 attacks. According to the Con-
gressional Research Service, this num-
ber will continue to escalate over the
next several years.

The cost of Operation Iraqi Freedom
alone cost American taxpayers $2.5 bil-
lion in 2001 and 2002, $51 billion in 2003,
$77.3 billion in 2004, $87.3 billion in 2005,
and $104.2 billion in 2006. You see a
trend here. The cost of the war con-
tinues to go up.

Mr. SALAZAR. But is this the ac-
tual, is this an actual true reflection of
what the war in Iraq has cost? For ex-
ample, we see that our troop levels, our
military armor, and the equipment
that our troops have is not adequate in
many cases. So are we actually spend-
ing from other sources as well to sup-
plement this?

Mr. ROSS. It’s my understanding the
cost of Operation Iraqi Freedom is
$378.5 billion. That is to date. Now, you
have to understand what that means is,
at this time we are spending about $2
billion a week, about $9.5 billion to $10
billion a month, or, again, put it an-
other way, if you do the math, that is
about $12 million an hour.

The Congress has appropriated $29.9
billion in aid to the Iraqi people. Of
this amount, only $16.9 billion of that
has been disbursed to the Iraqis, and
yet the President is now asking for
more.
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On February 5, 2007, the Defense De-
partment submitted a $94.4 billion fis-
cal 2007 supplemental request. If en-
acted, the DOD’s total emergency fund-
ing for fiscal year 2007, and, again, for
2006, was $104 billion, this is to date,
today, this is $60 billion. But if they
get what they asked for, then the
spending for $2007 will be $163.4 billion.
I will repeat that. In 2006 it was $104
billion. In 2007 it will be $163.4 billion;
or, put it another way, 40 percent more
from the previous year and 50 percent
more than the Office of Management
and Budget estimated last summer.

Now, the administration also re-
quested about $3 billion for Iraq, and $1
billion for Afghanistan in emergency
foreign and diplomatic operations
funds, if that is where you are going
with that. If the fiscal year 2007 supple-
mental request is approved, total war-
related funding would reach about $607
billion, including about $448 billion for
Iraq, $126 billion for Afghanistan, $28
billion for enhanced security, and $5
billion that is unallocated.

For fiscal year 2008, the Department
of Defense has already requested $481.4
billion for its regular budget, and $141.7
billion for war costs. If Congress ap-
proves both, the fiscal year 2007 emer-
gency supplemental request and the
fiscal year 2008 war request for the fis-
cal year beginning in October, then
total funding for Iraq and the global
war on terror would reach about $752
billion, including $564 billion for Iraaq,
$155 billion for Afghanistan, and $28 bil-
lion for enhanced security. Put another
way, it almost doubles the number that
was prepared January 24 of this year.

In fiscal year 2007 alone, spending on
the thousands of government contrac-
tors involved in reconstruction has
risen to $10 billion per month, includ-
ing $8.6 billion for Iraq and $1.4 billion
for Operation Enduring Freedom in Af-
ghanistan.

Since the war is essentially financed
through deficit spending, interest pay-
ments over time could amount to an-
other $100 billion or more.

The Congressional Budget Office esti-
mates that additional war costs for the
next 10 years could total $919 billion by
2013. If these estimates are added to al-
ready appropriated amounts, total
funding for Iraq and the war on terror
could reach about $980 billion to $1.4
trillion by 2017.
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Adding another 21,500 troops alone
will cost the American taxpayers an-
other $5.6 billion per year.

Believe me, we have got 225,000
troops in the Iraqi region today. If add-
ing another 21,500, which the President
is already doing, would win this thing,
we would all be for it. But, again, we
have had numerous victories over
there. Again, the President and this ad-
ministration continues to move the
goal post, the victory line. And that is
not fair to our men and women in uni-
form who have performed bravely and
admirably for our Nation.
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We don’t need a troop surge in Iraaq.
We need a diplomatic surge, and we
need to demand responsibility from the
Iraqi people.

I yield to the gentleman from Colo-
rado.

Mr. SALAZAR. I want to thank the
gentleman for his comments. I think it
is clear, with the figures that you have
given us, that the $378 billion is not
really a true reflection of what the
Iraqi war has cost us.

And you are absolutely right, we as
Blue Dogs, we as Democrats will stand
strong with our troops making sure
that they have the equipment that
they need, and that is one of the things
I wanted to talk about tonight was the
Iraq war supplemental that our leader-
ship has proposed includes making sure
that we take care of our veterans; it in-
cludes money for devastated farmers
and ranchers across this country due to
weather problems and other issues.

So I believe that this is the right
thing to do. It is the right thing to do.
But I would ask the administration to
please look into trying some diplo-
matic efforts in the Middle East, and
hopefully we can move this forward
and bring our troops home as quickly
and safely as possible. In the mean-
time, let us not forget the men and
women in uniform who serve this coun-
try bravely. And I want to thank the
gentleman for inviting me today to
visit with the American public and tell
them the truth about what is going on
with America’s budget.

Mr. ROSS. I thank the gentleman
from Colorado for joining me this
evening here on the floor to talk about
restoring accountability to our govern-
ment and demanding responsibility
from the Iraqi people.

The American people spoke loud and
clear on election day: they are ready
for a new direction in Iraq. They don’t
want more of the same; they want a
new direction. And that is what will be
voted on on the floor of the House to-
morrow. There will be a lot of
mischaracterizations of what we are
voting on.

Here is the bottom line: we are giving
the President every penny he asked for
for Iraq. Above and beyond that, we are
going to provide funding for Walter
Reed Army Hospital and for other VA
hospital facilities to ensure that this
new generation of veterans coming
home, not only from Iraq, but also
from Afghanistan, receive the very best
in health care available to them, be-
cause we owe it to them. We owe a
huge debt of gratitude to our brave
men and women in uniform who have
done everything that has been asked of
them.

What this bill also does, I think it is
important, Mr. Speaker, that people
understand this, the other thing this
bill says is that we will have troops in
Iraq for another year. And even after
the year is up, we will continue to have
troops there; but instead of having our
men and women in uniform from Amer-
ica on the front lines getting shot at
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and wounded and killed, we will be
there in an advisory role to train Iraqis
and demand, a year from now, demand
that they step up, that they step up
and provide the police and military
force for their country.

I think it is very important that the
American people understand we are
going to send our brave men and
women in uniform every dime the
President has asked for them, but we
are also going to demand account-
ability and responsibility by the Iraaqi
people and tell them a year from now it
is their turn.

Mr. SALAZAR. I just wanted to
thank the gentleman. We see him on
the floor every Tuesday trying to get
the message out to the American pub-
lic and trying to make sure that the
figures that are being stated here in
Congress are the true figures. I think
that the American people deserve to
know the truth, and I commend the
gentleman for his dedication not only
to the Blue Dog Coalition but also to
the American people. And it is super-
important, I believe, that the Amer-
ican people know the truth. Thank you
very much. I appreciate your inviting
me to speak with you tonight.

Mr. ROSS. I thank the gentleman
from Colorado, a fellow Blue Dog mem-
ber, a member of the 43-member strong
fiscally conservative Democratic Blue
Dog Coalition, for joining me here on
the floor this evening.

Mr. Speaker, if you have any com-
ments, questions, or concerns, I would
invite you to e-mail us at
BlueDog@mail.house.gov. Again, Mr.
Speaker, if you have any comments,
questions, or concerns, I would encour-
age you to e-mail us at
BlueDog@mail.house.gov.

In the final 3 minutes that we have in
the Special Order this evening, I want
to point out that one of the things that
has been endorsed by the Blue Dog Coa-
lition that we are 100 percent united on
is what is called House Resolution 97,
Providing for Operation Iraqi Freedom
Cost Accountability. The Blue Dogs
have endorsed and introduced House
Resolution 97. It was offered by JANE
HARMAN, former ranking member of
the House Intelligence Committee and
Congressman PATRICK MURPHY who
was a captain in our Army and served
in Iraq. And it provides for Operation
Iraqi Freedom cost accountability to
address the lack of oversight and ac-
countability with regard to the Federal
Government’s funding of the war in
Iraaq.

House Resolution 97, which currently
has 61 cosponsors, puts forward tan-
gible commonsense proposals that en-
sure future transparency and account-
ability in the funding of Operation
Iraqi Freedom. If we are going to send
$12 million an hour of your tax money
to Iraq, we expect accountability and
responsibility for how that money is
being spent. We want to know without
a shadow of a doubt that it is being
spent to protect and equip our brave
men and women in uniform. It is an
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important first step toward making
sure that more resources get to our
troops in the field.

There is a big debate right now of
whether the body armor provided them
in 2003, is that the best body armor in
2007. If we are going to send our troops
over there, we must provide them with
the very best, most advanced equip-
ment that is available.

House Resolution 97 focuses on four
crucial points for demanding fiscal re-
sponsibility in Iraq:

Number one, a call for transparency
on how Iraq war funds are spent;

Number two, the creation of a Tru-
man Commission to investigate the
awarding of contracts;

Number three, a need to fund the
Iraq war through the normal appro-
priations process, and not through the
so-called emergency supplementals;

And, number four, using American
resources to improve Iraqi assumption
of internal policing operations, demand
more from this new Iraqi Government.

In addition, House Resolution 97 calls
for the Iraqi Government and its people
to progress toward full responsibility
for internally policing their country.
Members of the Blue Dog Coalition also
believe strongly that funding requests
for the Iraq war should come through
the mnormal appropriations process
rather than through multiple emer-
gency supplemental requests. Since
2003, the Republican-held Congress has
been funding the war through emer-
gency supplemental requests, $166 bil-
lion in 2003, $25 billion in 2004, $76 bil-
lion in 2005, $50 billion in 2006, and an-
other $70 billion after that and $99 bil-
lion for 2007 and $142 for 2008. And the
list goes on and on.

If we are going to be there and if we
know we are going to be there, let’s put
it in the budget and quit hiding
it in the so-called emergency
supplementals. The American people
deserve to know that some $12 million
an hour of their tax money is going to
Iraq. And what the Blue Dogs are ask-
ing for in House Resolution 97, we are
demanding from this administration
and from the Pentagon accountability
to ensure that every dime that goes
over there is spent protecting and
equipping and serving our honorable
men and women in uniform who do ev-
erything that this country asks of
them.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I ask that
you join me in keeping our brave men
and women in uniform serving us to-
night in Iraq and Afghanistan and
other parts of the world in our hearts
and in our prayers.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

———
COVER THE UNINSURED WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MURPHY of Connecticut). Under the
Speaker’s announced policy of January
18, 2007, the gentlewoman from Wis-
consin (Ms. BALDWIN) is recognized for
60 minutes.
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