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Congress. This House in a bipartisan
way came together, under the leader-
ship of Congresswoman Diana DeGette
of Colorado and Michael Castle of Dela-
ware, to pass a bipartisan measure
with a strong vote, 253-174, a bill that
would expand the stem cell research in
this country and lead to great cures,
cures which promise to help people
turn around their lives, people that
have suffered through debilitating and
life-threatening diseases.

Stem cell research holds the promise
to help those who suffer from heart dis-
ease, various cancers, diabetes, Alz-
heimer’s, kidney disease, liver disease,
Parkinson’s, to name a few.

Breakthroughs in research are hap-
pening every day. But with the bill
passed today in this new Congress,
even more can be done to provide hope
and lifesaving cures to the millions of
Americans affected by these diseases.

While there are ethical issued sur-
rounding medical research of any kind,
I do not believe that we should unrea-
sonably restrict new medical research
and prevent Americans from receiving
lifesaving treatments. President Bush’s
current restrictions are unreasonable
and arbitrary.

I believe it is imperative that legisla-
tion concerning stem cell research con-
tain strong ethical standards over the
conduct of research, and the bill passed
today provides such high standards.

Many people have asked me about
my best day during my first term in
the 109th Congress that just concluded.
I can say, without question, the day
was May 24, 2005, because it was a day
that gave the best hope for lifesaving
cures for so many. Those hopes were,
unfortunately, dashed when President
Bush vetoed the bill, H.R. 810 in the
last Congress.

We have come together again, passed
this bill with an even stronger bipar-
tisan vote, and I expect it will go to
the Senate and pass there again with
another strong bipartisan vote. And I
would urge the President to reconsider
his position. So many people’s lives,
the quality of lives for their families
depend on this research continuing.

This bill, as I said, contained detailed
ethical standards on this type of re-
search, and that is an important part
of this legislation going forward. This
issue has united Americans and actu-
ally united this Congress in powerful
ways and with a strong voice.

My home State of Missouri has taken
a lead in this debate. Expanding stem
cell research is supported by 72 percent
of Americans from across the political
spectrum, and that goes for my home
State of Missouri. This past November,
Missourians came out to the polls in
record numbers in support of stem cell
research that holds the potential for
lifesaving cures. Our State passed a
ballot initiative that ensures Missou-
rians will have access to any stem cell
research and cures that are allowed
under Federal law and available to
other Americans. And it also included
strong ethical standards for conducting
that research.
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Acting in response to the countless
Americans who want a new direction in
this new Congress, we have begun to
respond. Today, the people’s House ac-
tually acted on behalf of the American
people and generations to come. Mem-
bers from both sides of the aisle came
together in support of the pursuit of
lifesaving cures and passed H.R. 3, the
Stem Cell Research Act.

It is my strong hope that the mes-
sage of hope sent by both the American
people and their Representatives will
be heard by President Bush. By signing
this vital legislation now into law, the
President can provide the hope of po-
tential lifesaving cures to millions of
Americans.

————

WEST VALLEY DEMONSTRATION
PROJECT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. KUHL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KUHL of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I rise to make the House aware of a se-
rious problem in my Congressional dis-
trict in upstate New York.

The West Valley Demonstration
Project, which is located here, was cre-
ated by Congress in 1980 to solidify in
glass the nuclear waste left over from a
variety of sources, including defense
atomic waste. This project successfully
vitrified all of the high-level waste on
the site over the next 2 decades, plac-
ing the waste in safe gas containers
ready to store in a permanent storage
facility.

West Valley is unique in the Depart-
ment of Energy system in that the site
is owned by the State of New York, but
the operation is funded 90 percent by
the Federal Government and 10 percent
by the State of New York. While there
is little question that the waste is, in
large part, Federal waste, the Federal
Government is not owning up to its re-
sponsibility to completely clean the
site so that it can be returned to the
community of West Valley and reused
for economic development opportuni-
ties.

There is now a grave problem that
threatens all of us. Some of the radi-
ation has leaked into the ground water
and formed a plume, as shown here on
chart 2. The plume continues to grow
and threatens streams on the site.
These streams feed into larger tribu-
taries which empty into the largest
body of fresh water in the world. I re-
peat that: the largest body of fresh
water in the world, the Great Lakes.
Lake Erie’s shores are only 25 miles
away. Better shown on this chart. West
Valley Demonstration Project, the
creeks to Lake Erie.

It was estimated that the cleanup of
this plume would require the removal
of 4 million cubic feet of soil just a few
years ago. Current estimates suggest 30
million cubic feet of soil would need to
be removed to eliminate the threat if
done today.

The Federal Government has simply
moved the ropes around the affected
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area. Rather than cleaning it up, a few
years ago when the problem was first
noticed, the Department of Energy has
roped off the area, allowed it to grow
and grow and grow.

I will be introducing legislation once
again during this term of Congress, Mr.
Speaker, to direct the Department of
Energy to take immediate possession
of the Western New York Nuclear Serv-
ice Center at West Valley and reme-
diate the entire site, including this
dangerous plume. The Department of
Energy would be responsible for all
costs of the clean up, as New York
State neither has the resources nor the
ability to do so. This is a Federal prob-
lem that requires Federal attention.

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission
would be given authority to regulate
activities of the Department of Energy
at West Valley and consult with the
New York State Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation in executing
the remediation.

The West Valley Remediation Act
will replace and supersede the West
Valley Demonstration Project Act of
1980, if adopted, but does not reduce
any of the act’s decontamination or de-
commissioning provisions.

Appropriations of roughly $95 million
per year would be authorized to imple-
ment the act, and additional appropria-
tions would also be authorized to ben-
efit the community.

The Department of Energy is then
precluded from transporting any addi-
tional hazardous or radioactive waste
to the site for the purpose of treatment
or disposal.

Most importantly, the site would be
cleaned and returned to its natural
state, and the Great Lakes would no
longer be threatened, taking care of a
potential international environmental
hazard of monumental proportions.

Mr. Speaker, I hope you and my col-
leagues will work with me and with the
Senate to find a solution to this prob-
lem.

——
END THE OCCUPATION IN IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. KUCINICH) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day I began to circulate a plan among
Members of Congress to establish a
path towards the United States exiting
Iraq.

As we know, the administration is
prepared to escalate the conflict. They
intend to increase troop levels to an
unprecedented number without estab-
lishing an ending date.

It is important for Congress to op-
pose the troop surge, but that is not
enough. We must respond powerfully to
take steps to end the occupation, close
U.S. bases in Iraq and bring our troops
home. These steps are necessary pre-
conditions to the U.S. extricating itself
from Iraq through the establishment of
an international security and peace-
keeping force.
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Congress, as a coequal branch of gov-
ernment, has a responsibility here.
Congress, under Article I, Section 8 of
the United States Constitution, has the
war-making power. Congress appro-
priates funds for the war. Congress
does not dispense with its obligation to
the American people simply by oppos-
ing a troop surge in Iraq.

It is simply not credible to maintain
that one opposes the war and yet con-
tinues to fund it. And this contradic-
tion runs as a deep fault line through
our politics, undermining public trust
in the political process and in those
elected to represent the people.

If you oppose the war, then don’t
vote to fund it. If you have money
which can be used to bring the troops
home or to prosecute the war, do not
say you want to bring the troops home
while appropriating money to keep
them fighting a war in Iraq that can-
not be won militarily.

That is why the administration
should be notified now that Congress
will not approve of the appropriations
request of up to $160 billion in the
spring for the purposes of continuing
the occupation and the war. Con-
tinuing to fund the war is not a plan. It
would represent a continuation of a
disaster.

In addition to halting funding of the
war, a parallel process is needed, and I
have offered such a comprehensive plan
to this Congress. And I am asking
Members of Congress for their thought-
ful consideration.

I would like to review some of the as-
pects of that plan. First and foremost,
the United States must announce that
it will end the occupation, close mili-
tary bases and withdraw. The insur-
gency has been fueled by the occupa-
tion and the prospect of long-term
presence as indicated by the building of
permanent bases. A U.S. declaration of
an intent to withdraw the troops and
close bases will dampen the insurgency
which has been inspired to resist col-
onization and fight invaders and those
who help support U.S. policy.

Furthermore, this will provide an
opening where parties within Iraq and
in the region can set the stage for ne-
gotiations towards peaceful settle-
ment.

Now, it is urgent that Congress take
a stand now to take a new direction.
The President last night articulated a
plan for more war. He will have our
troops fighting door to door with great-
er intensity. We will be in Iraq longer.

But there is another thing the Presi-
dent did, and this is another reason
why it is urgent for us to act. This
President, and I want everyone here to
listen very carefully to this: This
President is setting the stage for a war
against Iran. We all know this. It is not
a secret. He is talking about moving an
aircraft carrier into the region, giving
Patriot missiles to our allies in the re-
gion. He has rattled the saber with re-
spect to Iran. He doesn’t want to talk
to their government; doesn’t want to
deal with Syria.
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This President has only one talent,
and that is the talent to make war and
an illegal war at that, I might add.

Congress has to assume its power
again to defend the American people,
to defend the international commu-
nity.
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This administration is on the ram-
page. That the President, at the deli-
cate condition of things in Iraq, would
rattle the saber against Iran shows you
the extent to which the administration
has no intention of working to achieve
peace. That is why Congress has to
push now for the administration to end
the occupation, close military bases
and withdraw.

We have to announce that we are
going to use the existing funds to bring
the troops home and bring the equip-
ment home. We have to order a simul-
taneous return of all U.S. contractors
to the United States and turn over all
contracting work to the Iraqi Govern-
ment.

When we do that, when we take those
steps, then the world community can
be inspired that there is a new America
that they will cooperate with. But
until we do that, we are on our own,
and our troops are on our own, caught
in the middle of a civil war.

I will continue this in the next hour
with Congresswoman WATERS.

———

AMERICA NEEDS A FOREIGN POL-
ICY THAT DOES NOT PUT THE
INTERESTS OF OIL AND OIL DIC-
TATORSHIPS ABOVE THE VALUE
OF HUMAN LIFE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, America
needs a foreign policy that does not put
the interests of oil and oil dictator-
ships above the interests of human life.
It is not surprising that I don’t support
the escalation of U.S. troop levels in
Iraq as asked for by our President last
night.

President Bush cannot lead America
to military victory in Iraq, absent a
viable, political solution that puts
Iraq’s internal affairs back together
and redeploys our soldiers out of the
role of being an occupying force. His
statement is 3 years too late and hun-
dreds of thousands of soldiers short.

The President refuses to see that his
strategy to combat terrorism is trans-
forming Iraq into an Islamic Shi’a
state with the relegation of the Sunni
and the escape of Christians. Is this
lop-sided result really in the interests
of regional peace long term? Why
should our U.S. forces, the President
says he wants to deploy to Baghdad
and Anbar Province, be used to do the
cleanup work for the new Shi’a-led gov-
ernment. The growing insurgency in-
side Iraq, and any American sentiment
both inside and outside of Iraq, will not
be quelled by sending more U.S. troops.
It will ripen it.
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There is now only one choice: Iraq
must take responsibility for its own se-
curity as part of a broader political so-
lution that works. But how can that
political solution work when minori-
ties in Iraq feel so underrepresented?
That is why the international commu-
nity and Iraq’s neighbors must, no
matter how difficult, become engaged
in diplomatic efforts.

Throughout the Muslim and Persian
worlds, the President’s policies have
emboldened anti-American leaders in
Lebanon, in Iran, in Syria, in Bahrain,
in the Palestinian Authority, in Saudi
Arabia, in Egypt, in Pakistan, even the
Horn of Africa now. The Bush doctrine
of preemptive war, test marketed in
Iraq, succeeded in deposing Saddam
Hussein and determining whether or
not he possessed weapons of mass de-
struction.

It is time, therefore, for the Presi-
dent and us to declare victory and
transform the operation. As decorated
CIA intelligence officer Robert Baer
has written: “We are at war in America
and throughout the Western world, at
war with an enemy with no infrastruc-
ture to attack, with no planes to shoot
out of the sky, with no boats to sink to
the bottom of the seas, and precious
few tanks to blow up for the amuse-
ment of viewers of CNN.”

Baer contends the only way to defeat
such a faceless enemy is by substantial
increases in human intelligence, and I
agree. But that intelligence has been
lacking. Even in the U.S. embassy in
Baghdad, almost no one speaks Arabic.
Dr. Edward Luttwak, a strategic af-
fairs expert at the Center for Strategic
and International Studies, observed
that the U.S. general who led the oper-
ation to apprehend Osama bin Laden
neither spoke Arabic nor showed any
interest in learning it and depended
upon translations of intercepts to de-
tect him.

Importantly, we can ask ourselves,
after 5 years, why hasn’t the adminis-
tration filled that human intelligence
gap so fundamental to success. Maybe
they really don’t want to know. So now
with the President’s proposal to accel-
erate more forces, those units are
going to deploy with too few personnel
or with significant numbers of new per-
sonnel.

This decreases unit cohesiveness and
individual proficiency. Many units are
facing three or more deployments, far
beyond what was originally antici-
pated. We know that previous esca-
lation of troops in Iraq have yielded no
more success. Without a political solu-
tion the President cannot hold the
ground by dispatching more U.S.
groups or by continuing his escalation
of the employment of greater and
greater numbers of unaccountable, con-
tracted forces and mercenaries to com-
pensate for the lack of security and ris-
ing anti-Americanism.

Our military’s time-honored values
of duty, honor, and country are being
eviscerated by an operation that is de-
pending more and more on hired guns
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