H2

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

January 4, 2007

Tauscher Waters Waxman MISSISSIPPI Culberson Hensarling Ortiz
Thompson Watson Woolsey Pickeri Th Doggett Hinojosa Paul
Tlc lermg Wi olrinpson Edwards Jackson-Lee Poe
COLORADO aylor 1cker Gohmert Johnson, E.B. Reyes
DeGette Perlmutter Udall MISSOURI gonzalez iohnson» Sam Rodriguez
Lamborn Salazar ) ranger ampson Sessions
Musgrave Tancredo Akin Clay Graves Green, Al Marchant Smith
Blunt Cleaver Hulshof
Green, Gene McCaul Thornberr
CONNECTICUT Carnahan Emerson Skelton Hall Neugebauer y
Courtney Larson Shays MONTANA UTAH
DeLauro Murphy Rehberg Bishop Cannon Matheson
DELAWARE NEBRASKA VERMONT
Castle Fortenberry Smith Terry Welch
FLORIDA NEVADA VIRGINIA
gilil(‘lakis ]Igiaz—Balart, M. IP\’/HEer Berkley Heller Porter Boucher Drake Moran
oy eeney utnam Cantor Forbes Scott
Brown, Corrine  Hastings Ros-Lehtinen NEW HAMPSHIRE Davis, Jo Ann Goode Wolf
Brown—Walte, Kel}er Stearns Hodes Shea-Porter Davis, Tom Goodlatte
Ginny Klein Wasserman
Buchanan Mack Schultz NEW JERSEY WASHINGTON
gi:ﬁz;aw Miglc:ney ‘ngg? Andrews LoBiondo Saxton Baird Larsen Reichert
Diaz-Balart, L. Mica Youn Ferguson Pallone Sires Dicks McDermott Smith
T o Frelinghuysen Pascrell Smith Hastings McMorris
GEORGIA gaﬁ“ett gaz'lflle Inslee Rodgers
0. othman
Barrow Kingston Price WEST VIRGINIA
Bishop Lewis Scott NEW MEXICO Capito Mollohan Rahall
Deal Linder Westmoreland i
Gingrey Marshall Pearce Udall Wilson WISCONSIN
Johnson Norwood NEW YORK Baldwin Moore Ryan
HAWATII Ackerman Hinchey Nadler Kagen Obey Sensenbrenner
. . Arcuri Israel Rangel Kind Petri
Abercrombie Hirono Bishop King Reynolds WYOMING
IDAHO Clarke Kuhl Serrano .
. . Crowley Lowey Slaughter Cubin
Sali Simpson Engel Maloney Towns 0] 1232
ILLINOIS ngs'ella McCarthy Velazquez
gﬂllllbfand ﬁcguih Walsh The CLERK. The quorum call dis-
a c ; .
Bean Hastert Roskam Hizi Mooks Weiner closes that 435 Representatives-elect
Biggert Jackson Rush 1ggins eeks -
have responded to their name. A
Costello Johnson Schakowsky NORTH CAROLINA X
Davis Kirk Shimkus quorum is present.
Emanuel LaHood Weller Butterfield Jones Price
Gutierrez Lipinski Coble McHenry Shuler
Hare Manzullo Etheridge McIntyre Watt ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CLERK
Foxx Miller
INDIANA Hayes Myrick The CLERK. Credentials, regular in
Burton Donnelly Pence NORTH DAKOTA form,. have been received showing the
guyef glﬁworth ‘SIQU%EPK Pomero election of the Honorable LUIS
arson ! 1sclosky v FORTUNO as Resident Commissioner
IOWA OHIO from the Commonwealth of Puerto
Boswell King Loebsack Boehner Kaptur Schmidt Rico for a term of 4 years beginning
Braley Latham Chabot Kucinich Space January 3, 2005; the Honorable ELEA-
Gillmor LaTourette Sutton NOR HOLMES NORTON Del te fi
KANSAS Hobson Pryce Tiberi N . a‘S. elegate irom
Jones Regula Turner the District of Columbia; the Honor-
Boyda Moran n
Moore Tiahrt Jordan Ryan Wilson able DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN as Dele-
KENTUCKY OKLAHOMA gate from the Virgin Islands; the Hon-
; : orable ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA as Dele-
Chandl Lewi Whitfield Boren Fallin Sullivan N
D;rils er Rzzvéis Yarlxtn fth Cole Lucas gate from American Samoa; and the
° OREGON Honorable MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO as
LOUISIANA Delegate from Guam.
Blumenauer Hooley Wu
Alexander Jgfferson Melancon DeFazio Walden —————
Baker Jindal
Boustany McCrery PENNSYLVANIA ELECTION OF SPEAKER
MAINE glméﬁre gel{(liach gitttst The CLERK. Pursuant to law and
. rady olden atts i i
Allen Michaud Carney Kanjorski Sotuarts precedent, the next order of business is
; the election of the Speaker of the
MARYLAND Dent Murphy, Patrick Sestak X
Doyle Murphy, Tim Shuster House of Representatives for the 110th
Bartlett Hoyer Van Hollen English Murtha Congress.
Cummings Ruppersberger Wynn Fattah Peterson . . .
Gilchrest Sarbanes Nominations are now in order.
RHODE ISLAND The Clerk recognizes the gentleman
MASSACHUSETTS Kennedy Langevin from Illinois (Mr. EMANUEL).
C Mark 01
Dif’;ﬁél& Mzéo?;m T‘ver SOUTH CAROLINA Mr. EMANUEL. Madam. Clerk, as a
Frank Moehan erney Barrett Olvh Soratt father of three young children, I am
arre yburn pra . . .
Lynch Neal Brown Inglis Wilson particularly ‘ghrllled to be a part Qf this
. AKOTA moment, thrilled that a generation of
MICHIGAN UTH DAKOT young girls and boys across America
gamp gdei ok gﬂlef Herseth are about to witness another historic
onyers ilpatric ogers X L
Dingell Knollenberg Stupak TENNESSEE step in our Nation’s march toward
Ehlers Levin Upton Blackburn Davis, David Gordon equality of ) opportunity. NANCY
Hoekstra McCotter Walberg Cohen Dayvis, Lincoln Tanner PELOSI’S goal is a Congress known for
Cooper Duncan Wam:; i i i i - g i i
MINNESOTA D b 1tst1§1tea,s, nt?t its 1ipsults, its patriotism,
Bachmann McCollum Ramstad TEXAS nOMldS parélsal’iis 1D. hai f th
Ellison Oberstar Walz Barton Burgess Conaway adam . erg, as ¢ a'lrmjan of the
Kline Peterson Brady Carter Cuellar Democratic Caucus, I am directed by



January 4, 2007

the unanimous vote of that caucus to
present for election to the office of the
Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives for the 110th Congress the name
of the Honorable NANCY PELOSI, a
Member-elect from the State of Cali-
fornia.

The CLERK. The Clerk now recog-
nizes the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
PUTNAM).

Mr. PUTNAM. Madam Clerk, I am
pleased to put forward the name of a
man who represents the best of hon-
esty, integrity, decency, uncanny wis-
dom and understanding.

As chairman of the Republican Con-
ference, I am directed by the unani-
mous vote of that conference to
present for election to the office of
Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives for the 110th Congress the name
of the Honorable JOHN A. BOEHNER
from the State of Ohio.

The CLERK. The Honorable NANCY
PELOSI, a Member-elect from the State
of California, and the Honorable JOHN
A. BOEHNER, a Member-elect from the
State of Ohio, have been placed in nom-
ination.

Are there further nominations?

There being no further nominations,
the Clerk will appoint tellers.

The Clerk appoints the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. MILLENDER-
MCDONALD), the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. EHLERS), the gentlewoman
from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR), and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN).

The tellers will come forward and
take their seats at the desk in front of
the Speaker’s rostrum.

The roll will now be called, and those
responding to their names will indicate
by surname the nominee of their
choice.

The Reading Clerk will now call the
roll.

The tellers having taken their places,
the House proceeded to vote for the
Speaker.

The following is the result of the
vote:

[Roll No. 2]

Pelosi—233
Abercrombie Capuano DeLauro
Ackerman Cardoza Dicks
Allen Carnahan Dingell
Altmire Carney Doggett
Andrews Carson Donnelly
Arcuri Castor Doyle
Baca Chandler Edwards
Baird Clarke Ellison
Baldwin Clay Ellsworth
Barrow Cleaver Emanuel
Bean Clyburn Engel
Becerra Cohen Eshoo
Berkley Conyers Etheridge
Berman Cooper Farr
Berry Costa Fattah
Bishop (GA) Costello Filner
Bishop (NY) Courtney Frank (MA)
Blumenauer Cramer Giffords
Boren Crowley Gillibrand
Boswell Cuellar Gonzalez
Boucher Cummings Gordon
Boyd (FL) Davis (AL) Green, Al
Boyda (KS) Davis (CA) Green, Gene
Brady (PA) Davis (IL) Grijalva
Braley (IA) Davis, Lincoln Gutierrez
Brown, Corrine DeFazio Hall (NY)
Butterfield DeGette Hare
Capps Delahunt Harman

Hastings (FL)
Herseth
Higgins
Hill
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hirono
Hodes
Holden
Holt
Honda
Hooley
Hoyer
Inslee
Israel
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
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Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Jones (OH)
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy
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Kind
Klein (FL)
Kucinich
Lampson
Langevin
Lantos
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lee
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Lewis (GA)
Lipinski
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lynch
Mahoney (FL)
Maloney (NY)
Markey
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Matheson
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McCarthy (NY)
McCollum (MN)
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Brown-Waite,
Ginny
Buchanan
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Camp (MI)
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Cantor
Capito
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Murphy (CT)
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Pelosi
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Rodriguez
Ross
Rothman
Roybal-Allard
Ruppersberger
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Salazar
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T.
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Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Serrano
Sestak
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shuler
Sires
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Solis
Space
Spratt
Stark
Stupak
Sutton
Tanner
Tauscher
Taylor
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Tierney
Towns
Udall (CO)
Udall (NM)
Van Hollen
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walz (MN)
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson
Watt
Waxman
Weiner
Welch (VT)
Wexler
Wilson (OH)
Woolsey
Wu
Wynn
Yarmuth

Hunter
Inglis (SC)
Issa
Jindal
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, Sam
Jones (NC)
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Keller
King (IA)
King (NY)
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Kuhl (NY)
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Latham
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Murphy, Tim

H3

Musgrave Reynolds Sullivan
Myrick Rogers (AL) Tancredo
Neugebauer Rogers (KY) Terry
Norwood Rogers (MI) Thornberry
Nunes Rohrabacher Tiahrt
Paul Ros-Lehtinen Tiberi
gearce goskam Turner

ence oyce
Peterson (PA)  Ryan (WI) %ptlzn
Petri Sali a herg
Pickering Saxton Walden (OR)
Pitts Schmidt Walsh (NY)
Platts Sensenbrenner Wamp
Poe Sessions Weldon (FL)
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Pryce (OH) Shimkus Whitfield
Putnam Shuster Wicker
Radanovich Simpson Wilson (NM)
Ramstad Smith (NE) Wilson (SC)
Regula Smith (NJ) Wolf
Rehberg Smith (TX) Young (AK)
Relcl‘llert Souder Young (FL)
Renzi Stearns
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The CLERK. The tellers agree in
their tallies that the total number of
votes cast is 435, of which the Honor-
able NANCY PELOSI of the State of Cali-
fornia has received 233 and the Honor-
able JOHN A. BOEHNER of the State of
Ohio has received 202.

Therefore, the Honorable NANCY
PELOSI of the State of California is
duly elected Speaker of the House of
Representatives for the 110th Congress,
having received a majority of the votes
cast.

The Clerk appoints the following
committee to escort the Speaker-elect
to the chair:

The gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
BOEHNER), the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER), the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. CLYBURN), the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT), the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. EMAN-
UEL), the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
PUTNAM), the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. LARSON), the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. MCcCOTTER), and
the members of the California delega-
tion: Mr. STARK, Mr. GEORGE MILLER,
Mr. WAXMAN, Mr. LEWIS, Mr. DREIER,
Mr. HUNTER, Mr. LANTOS, Mr. BERMAN,
Mr. GALLEGLY, Mr. HERGER, Mr. ROHR-
ABACHER, Mr. DOOLITTLE, Ms. WATERS,
Mr. BECERRA, Mr. CALVERT, Ms. ESHOO,
Mr. FILNER, Mr. MCcKEON, Ms. ROYBAL-
ALLARD, Mr. ROYCE, Ms. WOOLSEY, Mr.
FARR, Ms. ZOE LOFGREN, Mr. RADANO-
VICH, Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD, Mr.
SHERMAN, Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ, Mrs.
TAUSCHER, Mrs. CAPPS, Mrs. BoNO, Ms.
LEE, Mr. GARY G. MILLER, Mrs.
NAPOLITANO, Mr. THOMPSON, Mr. BACA,
Ms. HARMAN, Mrs. DAVIS, Mr. HONDA,
Mr. IssA, Mr. SCHIFF, Ms. SOLIS, Ms.
WATSON, Mr. CARDOZA, Mr. NUNES, Ms.
LINDA T. SANCHEZ, Mr. DANIEL E. LUN-
GREN, Mr. CosTA, Ms. MATSUI, Mr.
CAMPBELL, Mr. BILBRAY, Mr. MCCAR-
THY, and Mr. MCNERNEY.

The committee will retire from the
Chamber to escort the Speaker-elect to
the chair.

The Sergeant at Arms announced the
Speaker-elect of the House of Rep-
resentatives of the 110th Congress, who
was escorted to the chair by the com-
mittee of escort.
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Mr. BOEHNER. Madam Speaker,
Leader HOYER, my distinguished col-
leagues, welcome to you all. I would
particularly like to welcome our new
colleagues. It is an honor and a privi-
lege to serve in this great institution,
and I would like to thank you in ad-
vance for the sacrifices and contribu-
tions you will make to this body dur-
ing your time here.

As colleagues, we owe a huge debt to
those who have served before us. I
would be remiss if I did not mention
the enormous contributions of one of
my predecessors, Gerald Ford. Former
President Ford served in the House
over 2b years, including 8 of those years
as Republican leader from 1965 to 1973.
He served his Michigan constituents
and the American people with great
distinction not just here in Congress,
but as Vice President and as President
of the United States. The thoughts and
prayers of this House and those of a
grateful Nation are with Betty and the
Ford family.

This is an historic day. In a few mo-
ments, I will have the high privilege of
handing the gavel of the House of Rep-
resentatives to a woman for the first
time in American history.

For more than 200 years, the leaders
of our government have been democrat-
ically elected, and from their ranks our
leaders have always selected a man for
the responsibility and honor as serving
as Speaker of the House. Always, that
is, until today.

It is sometimes said the Founding
Fathers would not recognize the gov-
ernment that exists here in Wash-
ington today. It has grown in size and
scope far beyond anything they could
ever have imagined, much less en-
dorsed or advocated for our future. But
today marks an occasion that I think
the Founding Fathers would view ap-
provingly. And my fellow Americans,
whether you are a Republican, a Demo-
crat, or an Independent, today is a
cause for celebration.

Today also, of course, marks a
change in the House majority. Twelve
years ago, some of us stood proudly in
this Chamber as our former colleague,
Dick Gephardt from Missouri, handed
the gavel to the Republican Speaker,
Newt Gingrich from Georgia. There
were some great achievements during
those 12 years that followed, and we
are fortunate that the man who was
the driving force behind many of those
achievements will continue to serve
with us: The gentleman from Illinois,
DENNY HASTERT.

There were some great achievements
during those 12 years that followed;
there were also some profound dis-
appointments. If there is one lesson
that stands out from our party’s time
in the majority, it is this: A congres-
sional majority is simply a means to
an end. The value of the majority lies
not in the chance to wield great power
but in the chance to use limited power
to achieve great things.

We refer to the gavel that I am hold-
ing as the Speaker’s gavel; but like ev-
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erything else in this Chamber, it really
belongs to the American people. It is
on loan from the real owners. This is
the people’s House; this is the people’s
Congress. Most people in America don’t
care who controls it. What they want is
a government that is limited, honest,
accountable, and responsive to their
needs; and the moment a majority for-
gets this lesson, it begins writing itself
a ticket to minority status.

The 110th Congress will write the
next chapter in American history, but
the American people will dictate it.

Today, the Democrat Party assumes
the challenge and opportunity of ma-
jority power in the people’s House. Re-
publicans will hold the incoming ma-
jority accountable for its promises and
its actions, but we also want to work
with the incoming majority for the
good of our Nation that we were all
elected to serve.

Fundamentally, democracy is a bat-
tle of ideas. The battle of ideas, I be-
lieve, is healthy and is important for
our Nation. But it is also a battle that
can take place respectfully. Repub-
licans and Democrats can disagree
without being disagreeable to each
other. Sometimes what people call par-
tisanship is really a deep disagreement
over a means to a shared goal, and we
should welcome that conversation, en-
courage it, enjoy it, and be nice about
it.

It is now my privilege to present the
gavel of the United States House of
Representatives to the first woman
Speaker in our history, the gentle-
woman from California, NANCY PELOSI.

Ms. PELOSI. Thank you, Leader
BOEHNER. Thank you, my colleagues.
Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speakers.

I accept this gavel in the spirit of
partnership, not partisanship, and I
look forward to working with you, Mr.
BOEHNER, and the Republicans in the
Congress for the good of the American
people.

After giving this gavel away in the
last two Congresses, I am glad someone
else has the honor today.

In this House, we may be different
parties, but we serve one country, and
our pride and our prayers are united
behind our men and women in uniform.
They are working together to protect
the American people; and in this Con-
gress, we must work together to build
a future worthy of their sacrifice.

In this hour, we need and pray for the
character, courage, and civility of a
former Member of this House, Presi-
dent Ford. He healed the country when
it needed healing. This is another time,
another war, and another trial of
American will, imagination, and spirit.
Let us honor his memory not just in
eulogy, but in dialogue and trust
across the aisle.

I want to join Leader BOEHNER in ex-
pressing our condolences and our ap-
preciation to Mrs. Ford and to the en-
tire Ford family for their decades of
leadership and service to our country.

With today’s convening of the 110th
Congress, we begin anew. I congratu-
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late all Members of Congress on your
election. I especially want to congratu-
late our new Members of Congress.
Let’s hear it for our new Members.

The genius of our Founders was that
every 2 years, new Members would
bring to this House their spirit of re-
newal and hope for the American peo-
ple. This Congress is reinvigorated,
new Members, by your optimism and
your idealism and your commitment to
our country. Let us acknowledge your
families whose support have made your
leadership possible today.

Each of us brings to this Congress
our shared values, our commitment to
the Constitution, and our personal ex-
perience. My path to Congress and to
the speakership began in Baltimore
where my father was the mayor. I was
raised in a large family that was de-
voutly Catholic, deeply patriotic, very
proud of our Italian-American herit-
age, and staunchly Democratic. My
parents taught us that public service
was a noble calling, and that we had a
responsibility to help those in need.
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My parents worked on the side of the
angels, and now they are with them.

But I am so happy that my brother,
Tommy D’Alesandro, who was also a
mayor of Baltimore, is here leading the
D’Alesandro family from Baltimore
today. He is sitting right up there with
Tony Bennett.

Forty-three years ago, Paul Pelosi
and I were married. We raised our five
children in San Francisco where Paul
was born and raised. I want to thank
Paul and our five children, Nancy
Corrine, Christine, Jacqueline, Paul,
Jr., and Alexandra, and our magnifi-
cent grandchildren, for their love, for
their support, and the confidence they
gave me to go from the kitchen to the
Congress.

And I thank my constituents in San
Francisco and to the State of Cali-
fornia for the privilege of representing
them in Congress. St. Francis of Assisi
is our city’s patron saint, and his pray-
er of St. Francis is our city’s anthem:
Lord, make me a channel of thy peace;
where there is darkness may we bring
light, where there is hatred may we
bring love, and where there is despair,
may we bring hope.

Hope, that is what America is about.
And it is in that spirit that I serve in
the Congress of the United States.

And today, I thank my colleagues.
By electing me Speaker, you have
brought us closer to the ideal of equal-
ity that is America’s heritage and
America’s hope.

This is a historic moment, and I
thank the leader for acknowledging it.
Thank you, Mr. BOEHNER. It is a his-
toric moment for the Congress, and it
is a historic moment for the women of
America.

It is a moment for which we have
waited for over 200 years. Never losing
faith, we waited through the many
years of struggle to achieve our rights.
But women were not just waiting;
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women were working. Never losing
faith, we worked to redeem the promise
of America that all men and women are
created equal. For our daughters and
our granddaughters, today we have
broken the marble ceiling. For our
daughters and our granddaughters, the
sky is the limit. Anything is possible
for them.

The election of 2006 was a call to
change, not merely to change the con-
trol of Congress, but for a new direc-
tion for our country. Nowhere were the
American people more clear about the
need for a new direction than in the
war in Iraq.

The American people rejected an
open-ended obligation to a war without
end. Shortly, President Bush will ad-
dress the Nation on the subject of Iraq.
It is the responsibility of the President
to articulate a new plan for Iraq that
makes it clear to the Iraqis that they
must defend their own streets and their
own security, a plan that promotes sta-
bility in the region and a plan that al-
lows us to responsibly redeploy our
troops.

Let us work together to be the Con-
gress that rebuilds our military to
meet the national security challenges
of the 21st century.

Let us be the Congress that strongly
honors our responsibility to protect
the American people from terrorism.

Let us be the Congress that never
forgets our commitment to our vet-
erans and our first responders, always
honoring them as the heroes that they
are.

The American people also spoke
clearly for a new direction here at
home. They desire a new vision, a new
America built on the values that have
made our country great.

Our Founders envisioned a new
America driven by optimism, oppor-
tunity, and courage. So confident were
they in the America that they were ad-
vancing that they put on the seal, the
great seal of the United States: ‘“‘Novus
ordo seclorum,’”’ a new order for the
centuries. Centuries; they spoke of the
centuries. They envisioned America as
a just and good place, as a fair and effi-
cient society, as a source of hope and
opportunity for all.

This vision has sustained us for over
200 years, and it accounts for what is
best in our great Nation: liberty, op-
portunity, and justice.

Now it is our responsibility to carry
forth that vision of a new America into
the 21st century. A new America that
seizes the future and forges 2lst-cen-
tury solutions through discovery, cre-
ativity, and innovation, sustaining our
economic leadership and ensuring our
national security. A new America with
a vibrant and strengthened middle
class for whom college is affordable,
health care is accessible, and retire-
ment reliable. A new America that de-
clares our energy independence, pro-
motes domestic sources of renewable
energy, and combats climate change. A
new America that is strong, secure,
and a respected leader among the com-
munity of nations.
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And the American people told us
they expected us to work together for
fiscal responsibility, with the highest
ethical standards and with civility and
bipartisanship.

After years of historic deficits, this
110th Congress will commit itself to a
higher standard: pay-as-you-go, no new
deficit spending. Our new America will
provide unlimited opportunity for fu-
ture generations, not burden them with
mountains of debt.

In order to achieve our new America
for the 21st century, we must return
this House to the American people. So
our first order of business is passing
the toughest congressional ethics re-
form in history. This new Congress
doesn’t have 2 years or 200 days. Let us
join together in the first 100 hours to
make this Congress the most honest
and open Congress in history. 100
hours.

This openness requires respect for
every voice in the Congress. As Thomas
Jefferson said, ‘“‘Every difference of
opinion is not a difference of prin-
ciple.” My colleagues elected me to be
Speaker of the House, the entire House.
Respectful of the vision of our Found-
ers, the expectation of our people, and
the great challenges that we face, we
have an obligation to reach beyond
partisanship to work for all Americans.

Let us stand together to move our
country forward, seeking common
ground for the common good. We have
made history; now let us make
progress for the American people.

May God bless our work, and may
God bless America.
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Before we move forward, because
there are so many children here and so
many of them asked me if they could
touch the gavel, I wanted to invite as
many of them who wanted to come for-
ward to come join me up here. I know
my own grandchildren will.

Let’s hear it for the children. We’'re
here for the children. For these chil-
dren, our children, and for all of Amer-
ica’s children, the House will come to
order.

I am now ready to take the oath of
office from the Dean of the Congress of
the United States, Mr. DINGELL. In ac-
knowledging him, I also want to ac-
knowledge Speaker Foley who has been
with us as well.

Mr. DINGELL then administered the
oath of office to Ms. PELOSI of Cali-
fornia, as follows:

Do you solemnly swear that you will
support and defend the Constitution of
the United States against all enemies,
foreign and domestic; that you will
bear true faith and allegiance to the
same; that you take this obligation
freely, without any mental reservation
or purpose of evasion; and that you will
well and faithfully discharge the duties
of the office on which you are about to
enter, so help you God.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

Mr. DINGELL. Congratulations,
Madam Speaker.

H5

SWEARING IN OF MEMBERS

The SPEAKER. According to prece-
dent, the Chair will swear in the Mem-
bers-elect en masse.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. HOLT. I have a parliamentary in-
quiry, Madam Speaker.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman may
state his inquiry.

Mr. HOLT. In light of the fact that
there are nonpartisan and partisan
lawsuits under way with regard to
Florida’s 13th Congressional District
and that the votes of 18,000 voters were
not recorded on the paperless elec-
tronic voting machines in an election
decided by only 369 votes, may I ask for
the record whether a notice of contest
has been filed with the Clerk on behalf
of CHRISTINE JENNINGS pursuant to law
and what effect, if any, today’s pro-
ceedings have on the pending contests?

The SPEAKER. The Chair is advised
by the Clerk that a notice of contest
pursuant to statute, section 382 of title
2, United States Code, has been filed
with the Clerk. Under section 5 of arti-
cle I of the Constitution and the stat-
ute, the House remains the judge of the
elections of its Members. The seating
of this Member-elect is entirely with-
out prejudice to the contest over the
final right to that seat that is pending
under the statute and will be reviewed
in the ordinary course in the Com-
mittee on House Administration.

Mr. HOLT. I thank the Speaker.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. PUTNAM. Parliamentary
quiry, Madam Speaker.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman may
state his inquiry.

Mr. PUTNAM. Am I correct, Madam
Speaker, that the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. BUCHANAN) has been cer-
tified by the Secretary of State as duly
elected from the 13th District of Flor-
ida?

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is
correct.

Mr. PUTNAM. I thank the Speaker.

The SPEAKER. If the Members-elect
will rise, the Chair will now administer
the oath of office.

The Members-elect and Delegates-
elect and the Resident Commissioner-
elect rose, and the Speaker adminis-
tered the oath of office to them as fol-
lows:

Do you solemnly swear or affirm that
you will support and defend the Con-
stitution of the United States against
all enemies, foreign and domestic; that
you will bear true faith and allegiance
to the same; that you take this obliga-
tion freely, without any mental res-
ervation or purpose of evasion; and
that you will well and faithfully dis-
charge the duties of the office on which
you are about to enter, so help you
God.

The SPEAKER. Congratulations. You
are now Members of the 110th Congress.

———
MAJORITY LEADER

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, as
chairman of the Democratic Caucus, 1

in-
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