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the gentleman from Missouri is recog-
nized for the remainder of the hour. 

Mr. CLEAVER. I would yield to the 
gentlelady from West Virginia for clos-
ing remarks on the debate with regard 
to torte reform, and then I think we 
would like to express some concerns 
about civility, Mr. Speaker. 

b 2330 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for staying up late, and 
I thank all those who are listening. 

I think we have talked a lot about 
our different perspectives on tort re-
form. I have talked about the need to 
rein in the system, because we are los-
ing jobs. We are costing the American 
public, each individual, $880 is the cost 
for every individual for the lawsuit 
glut that we have in this country. Un-
fortunately, some of those who are 
damaged or who are due and willing are 
unable to get into a clogged-up court 
system. 

We are losing jobs in some of our 
manufacturing segment because of the 
exorbitant cost of litigation. In many 
States, we have a medical liability cri-
sis where physicians are paying exorbi-
tant amounts of their hard-earned dol-
lars for the cost of medical liability in-
surance, and it has proven in my State, 
at least, if you pass good sense medical 
liability insurance reform, you can rein 
in the cost of insurance and can make 
the system better. I understand there 
are other players at the table here. 
There is the Bar, there is the indi-
vidual, there is certainly the business 
community and there is the insurance 
community. 

I think the best solution to this enor-
mous problem, this very costly prob-
lem to the American economy, is to get 
everybody at the table for common 
sense reform. We passed class action 
reform, and it is helping to weed out 
some of those large and unwieldy cases 
and make them adhere to more strin-
gent requirements. 

With that, I yield back to the gen-
tleman from Missouri to close on this 
topic. 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, there 
are people all around this country who 
look at C–SPAN on a daily basis and 
who look listen to radio talk shows, 
look at television news programs, and 
they see Members of Congress, both 
House and Senate, screaming at each 
other. They see from time to time the 
animated debates that take place on 
these shows, and even here in this 
great hall. 

Many, many great patriots have 
stepped into the well of the House of 
Representatives to wax eloquent, be-
cause this is the place where the great 
orators stood and presented their cases 
to each other and to the American pub-
lic. But in the past decade or so, we 
have seen a dramatic drop in the civil-
ity exercised by Members of this body, 
and we have seen it from both sides of 
the aisle. 

Let me share something with you 
that I read the other day by William 

Penn, the founder of Pennsylvania. He 
said this: ‘‘I know of no religion that 
destroys courtesy, civility or kind-
ness.’’ That is the kind of statement 
that the Members of this great body 
ought to keep in mind when we step 
into the well. 

I came to Washington and to the 
Congress with this desire in my heart, 
to do what I could to make this a more 
civil place. With the intensity and in-
tention of debate, sometimes it is dif-
ficult to restrain ourselves. But re-
straint is something that we can do 
and feel better about having done it on 
the morrow. It is delayed satisfaction. 
We might get some immediate joy from 
being nasty, but the greater joy is re-
straint and receiving greater joy later, 
that you actually had the discipline to 
control your tongue. 

I have opinions that are very, very 
strong. I feel strong about tort reform, 
not because I am an attorney. I have 
four children. None of them are attor-
neys. But I personally feel strongly 
about it because of some personal 
things that happened in my own family 
that could have gone to court, that we 
did not take to court for a lot of rea-
sons. One of the things that we felt 
strongly about was our own integrity, 
so we didn’t go to court. 

But my challenge is to state what-
ever strong feelings I have in a tone 
that raises the level of the conversa-
tion and honors those who disagree 
with me. 

When you look at the roots of the 
word ‘‘civility,’’ to be civil is to be a 
citizen, a respected part of the commu-
nity. So to be uncivil is to fracture the 
community, locally, nationally and 
internationally, and that is something 
that none of us can afford to do. 

Not long ago President Gerald Ford 
died, and I was reminded of a story of 
his days here in this House. He held 
regular debates here in Washington 
with his Democratic counterpart Con-
gressman Thomas Hale Boggs. They 
would debate at the National Press 
Club. At Congressman Gerald Ford’s 
suggestion, they would ride over from 
the Capitol to the National Press Club 
and agree on the topic of the debate. 
Can you imagine that happening in 
2007? Then, after the debate, they 
would go out and have lunch. 

Mr. Speaker, that is the kind of 
House I think we need to demand as a 
part of what takes place in this city 
called Washington, D.C. I hope, I even 
pray, that the men and women of this 
great body will learn to exercise re-
straint, because what we do and say 
here in this hallowed place actually re-
verberates and ends up traveling all 
across the length and breadth of this 
Nation, and the words we say will im-
pact the people around this country. 

I say again, there are few Members of 
this Congress, if any, who would say to 
their children, watch C–SPAN and 
watch the leaders of this Nation de-
bate, so that they can show you how to 
act around people with whom you have 
a disagreement. 

We can do better, and I think we will. 
I believe that because Mrs. CAPITO is 
interested in doing this, the road to-
wards civility is now under construc-
tion, and I enjoy serving with the 
gentlelady from West Virginia. 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Missouri for par-
ticipating tonight. He is a very able de-
bater. I learned in our first debate 
when we debated tax reform that you 
are a wonderful closer too, so I hate to 
close. 

But I would like to talk a little bit 
about civility, because it is very im-
portant to me. It is about being polite. 
It is understanding that we have dif-
ferent views and that we don’t dis-
respect one another because of that. It 
is about believing that our ideas, yes, 
we believe our ideas are the right ideas, 
but it doesn’t necessarily mean that 
the opposite ideas or a different idea 
doesn’t have merit. It also doesn’t 
mean that because we are in different 
parties, we don’t have a lot of to give 
and we don’t have a lot to share. I 
think a lot of that gets lost here on the 
floor of the House. 

My great fear is because of the par-
tisanship and the evolved incivility of 
our debate, that when that person 
turns on that TV or that young person 
turns on C–SPAN to watch debate, they 
see the rancor and they see the acri-
monious debate and some of the lan-
guage that is used, and what do they 
do? They turn it off. And then what are 
they doing? They are not listening to 
the merits of the topic. They are not 
listening to tax reform ideas or med-
ical malpractice reform ideas or the 
war in Iraq differing ideas, because of 
the tone, and the way it is delivered 
and the words that are used have lost 
their way and have turned the Amer-
ican public off. 

Now, when I go and speak to people 
in my district and I begin to talk like 
that, people start nodding their heads, 
you are right. We do stop listening. We 
are no longer interested. 

So I think while these hallowed halls 
have had more than their share of vig-
orous debate, there is a good way to do 
it, and there is a good way to convey 
our ideas in a very civil way. 

I really appreciate the way, when you 
said that Gerald Ford and Hale Boggs 
used to drive over together and then 
have lunch afterwards, I think it is a 
little late for lunch tonight, so I think 
we will have to do that another time. 
But I have enjoyed debating this topic. 
I look forward to the next topic that 
we debate. I hope that when we get to-
gether again, maybe we can get some 
of our other colleagues here and have 
more of a round-robin so we can get 
our colleagues not only involved in the 
debate on the topic, but also dem-
onstrating a civil way to present ideas 
to the American public. 

f 

b 2340 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
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may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and insert 
extraneous material on the Special 
Order of the gentleman from New Jer-
sey (Mr. PALLONE). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. BUYER (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today on account of med-
ical reasons. 

Mr. EVERETT (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today on account of offi-
cial business. 

Mr. LUCAS (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today on account of fam-
ily matters. 

Mr. LINDER (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today on account of offi-
cial business. 

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania (at 
the request of Mr. BOEHNER) for today 
on account of official business. 

Mr. POE (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today on account of offi-
cial business. 

Mr. WICKER (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for April 19 and 20 on account 
of attending his daughter’s wedding. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WATSON) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Ms. WATSON, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. PAYNE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. ELLISON, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. SHERMAN, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. BORDALLO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. MEEKS of New York, for 5 min-

utes, today. 
Mr. SCOTT of Virginia, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WATERS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. TOWNS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. SCHIFF, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. ESHOO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. TIERNEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. MCGOVERN, for 5 minutes, today. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

Ms. Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House, reported and found truly en-
rolled bills of the House of the fol-
lowing titles, which were thereupon 
signed by the Speaker: 

H.R. 1003. An act to amend the Foreign Af-
fairs Reform and Restructuring Act of 1998 to 

reauthorize the United States Advisory Com-
mission on Public Diplomacy. 

H.R. 1130. An act to amend the Ethics in 
Government Act of 1978 to extend the au-
thority to withhold from public availability 
a financial disclosure report filed by an indi-
vidual who is a judicial officer or judicial 
employee, to the extent necessary to protect 
the safety of that individual or a family 
member of that individual, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to House Resolution 328, I move 
that the House do now adjourn in mem-
ory of the late Honorable JUANITA 
MILLENDER-MCDONALD. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 40 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, April 24, 2007, at 10:30 a.m., for 
morning hour debate, as a further 
mark of respect to the memory of the 
late Honorable JUANITA MILLENDER- 
MCDONALD of California. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

1224. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Fisheries Off West 
Coast States; Highly Migratory Species Fish-
eries [Docket No. 061113298-7046-02; I.D. 
110106A] (RIN: 0648-AU91) received March 26, 
2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

1225. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Fisheries of the 
Carribean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlan-
tic; Coastal Migratory Pelagic Resources of 
the Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic; Trip 
Limit Reduction [Docket No. 001005281-0369- 
02; I.D. 022207A] received March 26, 2007, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

1226. A letter from the Acting Director Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Reallocation of Pacific Cod 
in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Man-
agement Area [Docket No. 070213033-7033-01; 
I.D. 030207A] received March 26, 2007, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

1227. A letter from the Acting Director Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Carribean, Gulf of 
Mexico, and South Atlantic; Coastal Migra-
tory Pelagic Resources of the Gulf of Mexico 
and South Atlantic; Trip Limit Reduction 
[Docket No. 001005281-0369-02; I.D. 022207A] re-
ceived March 26, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

1228. A letter from the Director Office of 
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule — 

Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act Provisions; Fisheries of the 
Northeastern United States; Northeast 
Multispecies Fishery; Modification of the 
Gear Restrictions and Georges Bank 
Yellowtail Flounder Trip Limits for the U.S./ 
Canada Management Area [Docket No. 
060606150-6240-02; I.D. 030107A] received March 
26, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

1229. A letter from the Acting Director Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Pollock in Statistical Area 
630 of the Gulf of Alaska [Docket No. 
070213032-7032-01; I.D. 030707A] received March 
26, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

1230. A letter from the Acting Director Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Pollock in Statistical Area 
610 of the Gulf of Alaska [Docket No. 
070213032-7032-01; I.D. 030707B] received March 
26, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

1231. A letter from the Acting Director Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Gulf of Alaska; Pollock in 
Statistical Area 630 of the Gulf of Alaska 
[Docket No. 070213032-7032-01; I.D. 022807A] re-
ceived March 26, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

1232. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Fisheries of the North-
eastern United States; Atlantic Herring 
Fishery; Amendment 1 [Docket No. 060901235- 
7027-02; I.D. 082406C] (RIN: 0648-AQ87) re-
ceived March 26, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

1233. A letter from the Assistant Adminis-
trator for Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule — 
Magnuson-Stevens Act Provisions; Fisheries 
off West Coast States; Pacific Coast Ground-
fish Fishery; Biennial Specifications and 
Management Measures; Correction [Docket 
No. 060824226-7041-03; I.D. 082806B] (RIN: 0648- 
AU57) received April 10, 2007, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

1234. A letter from the Director Office of 
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule — 
Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Pollock in Statistical Area 610 of 
the Gulf of Alaska [Docket No. 070213032-7032- 
01; I.D. 032007A] received April 10, 2007, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

1235. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
of the Army for Civil Works, Department of 
Defense, transmitting a copy of the Atlantic 
Intracoastal Waterway Bridge at Deep 
Creek, Cheasepeake, Virginia Feasibility 
Study; to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure. 

1236. A letter from the Administrator, 
FAA, Department of Defense, transmitting 
the Department’s report on the foreign avia-
tion authorities to which the Federal Avia-
tion Administration provided services for 
Fiscal Year 2006, pursuant to Public Law 103- 
305, section 202; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 04:25 May 13, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00049 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD07\H23AP7.REC H23AP7m
m

ah
er

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

69
 w

ith
 C

O
N

G
-R

E
C

-O
N

LI
N

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-16T01:14:53-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




