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the impoverished. In addition to suf-
fering the physical effects of these ter-
rible acts of violence, a third of victims
suffer from posttraumatic stress dis-
order, a third seriously consider sui-
cide, and 13 percent actually attempt
it. While we hope and work for a day
when sexual violence might be eradi-
cated completely from our society, we
must also deal with the consequences
of these crimes, working to provide as-
sistance to victims and aggressively
prosecuting offenders.

National Sexual Assault Awareness
and Prevention Month is dedicated to
increasing the public’s understanding
about sexual violence in our society.
This effort can help communities sup-
port rape and sexual assault survivors,
victims and their families, as well as
the individuals and agencies that pro-
vide rape crisis intervention and pre-
vention services throughout the year.

More than 1,000 rape crisis centers
nationwide educate their communities
about the prevention of sexual violence
and provide services to victims. In Vir-
ginia, for example, these centers serve
approximately 3,000 victims of rape
every year. In my district, the SARA
Program at the Alexandria Office on
Women supports survivors throughout
their healing process, through hotline
counseling and support groups and in-
novative programs like ‘‘Living Out
Loud,” a performing arts program for
survivors of sexual violence looking to
find new joy in life after recovering
from rape or sexual assault. The person
who founded that is an inspiration to
everyone and brings back lives that
have been so profoundly and adversely
affected by this experience.

Madam Speaker, National Sexual As-
sault Awareness and Prevention Month
is a chance for us to pause and consider
the enormity of the impact of these
crimes on our society and the status of
our efforts to end it. I commend these
public health, social services, and law
enforcement professionals working in
our communities to respond to sexual
violence and those educators and advo-
cates working to prevent it, and I en-
courage my colleagues to stand with us
in rededicating ourselves to efforts to
end these crimes on our streets, in our
schools and in our lives.

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, I
would like to close with a strong state-
ment that this resolution recognizes
the important role of awareness in pre-
vention of sexual assault in this coun-
try. It is a scourge on our Nation, it is
a scourge on our young people, our
women and other victims, and I urge
all Members to join together to pass
this resolution.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume just to thank my col-
league from Virginia for introducing
the resolution and to urge my col-
leagues to support the resolution.

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today in support of H. Res. 289, to raise
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awareness and encourage prevention of sex-
ual assault in the United States and support
the goals and ideals of National Sexual As-
sault Awareness and Prevention Month.

Violence against women—rape, sexual as-
sault and domestic violence—affects women
worldwide. Violence not only affects women in
the home, but in the workplace, school and
every arena of life. Having served as Johnson
Country District Attorney for 12 years, | know
first hand the devastating consequences of
domestic and sexual violence, assault, rape
and child abuse and incest. Those experi-
ences encouraged me to become a cofounder
of SAFEHOME, a local shelter for survivors of
sexual assault and domestic violence, and
highlighted the importance of public aware-
ness, effective prevention policies and law en-
forcement working hand in hand to stop these
horrific crimes.

Sexual assault is an epidemic that knows no
boundaries on the basis of age, socio-
economic status, race, religion, nationality or
educational background. My home State of
Kansas is no exception. In 2005, the Kansas
Bureau of Investigation reported over 1,000
reported incidents of rape. And that number
cannot possibly reflect the harsh reality of how
many incidents occurred but were not re-
ported. The tragedy of injustice exacerbates
the victimization.

A person is sexually assaulted in the United
States every two-and-a-half minutes; 1 in 6
women and 1 in 33 men have been victims of
rape or attempted rape.

Sexual Assault Awareness Month is essen-
tial to bring attention to this problem, educate
the public, and help protect survivors from fu-
ture victimization and prevent the continuation
of the cycle of violence from generation to
generation. Protecting and helping survivors,
as well as creating an environment where sur-
vivors can seek justice, is the key to removing
sex offenders from public, so that they do not
have the opportunity to assault again.

| urge my colleagues to support H. Res.
289, in support of the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Sexual Assault Awareness and Preven-
tion Month, to support programs to help sur-
vivors heal and prevent incidents in the future.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
ScoTT) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 289.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

SUPPORTING THE MISSION AND
GOALS OF NATIONAL CRIME VIC-
TIMS’ RIGHTS WEEK
Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
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and agree to the resolution (H. Res.
119) supporting the mission and goals
of National Crime Victims® Rights
Week in order to increase public aware-
ness of the rights, needs, and concerns
of victims and survivors of crime in the
United States during such week and
throughout the year.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RESs. 119

Whereas currently in the United States,
there are millions of victims and survivors of
crime whose physical, financial, emotional,
and spiritual needs are entitled to the atten-
tion and support of individuals and commu-
nities across the United States;

Whereas the collaborative efforts of crimi-
nal and juvenile justice professionals, victim
service providers, public policy makers, al-
lied professionals, and the Office for Victims
of Crime and the Office on Violence Against
Women within the Department of Justice
have helped enhance public safety and vic-
tim awareness in various communities of all
sizes across the United States;

Whereas since 1984, the Victims of Crime
Act (VOCA) has collected $8 billion in fines,
fees, and assessments on individuals con-
victed of Federal crimes to support crime
victim compensation and victim assistance
programs nationwide;

Whereas there are over 10,000 system-based
and community-based victim assistance pro-
grams that provide greatly needed interven-
tions, support, and justice system advocacy
to crime victims and survivors, including
4,400 programs that receive VOCA funding;

Whereas the theme of the 2007 National
Crime Victims’ Rights Week, called ‘‘Vic-
tims’ Rights: Every Victim, Every Time”’,
recognizes that all victims and survivors of
crimes deserve to have victims’ rights and
access to victims’ services, and recognizes
the ongoing efforts of countless victim serv-
ice providers, justice professionals, and al-
lied professionals and volunteers who self-
lessly dedicate their lives to helping victims
and survivors of crimes to exercise their vic-
tims rights and access important victim
services;

Whereas, in 2007, the week of April 22
through April 28, is dedicated as the national
observance during which crime victims’ and
survivors’ rights, needs, and services will be
recognized; and

Whereas during the 2007 National Crime
Victims’® Rights Week, the Congressional
Victim’s Rights Caucus will honor a victim
or survivor of crime, a victim service pro-
vider, and an allied professional and
innovators in public policy development
whose efforts on behalf of crime victims and
survivors are visionary and exemplary: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the mission and goals of the
2007 National Crime Victims’ Rights Week in
order to increase public awareness of the im-
pact of crime on victims and survivors of
crime, and of the rights and needs of such
victims and survivors; and

(2) directs the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives to transmit an enrolled copy of
this resolution to the Office for Victims of
Crime in the Department of Justice.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. ScoTT) and the gentle-
woman from West Virginia (Mrs.
CAPITO) each will control 20 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, H. Res. 119 recog-
nizes this week as National Crime Vic-
tims’ Rights Week in order to increase
public awareness of the rights, needs,
and concerns of victims and survivors
of crime in the United States during
this week and throughout the year. Ob-
viously, we are very attuned to victims
this week as we mourn the tragic
deaths and injuries of the Virginia
Tech shootings last week, though this
resolution was scheduled for victims
generally, without any reference to
specific victims.

In 2003, the last year for which we
have compiled figures, there were 24.2
million criminal victimizations of peo-
ple over the age of 12 in the United
States. Of those, 5.4 million were vio-
lent victimizations and 18.6 were prop-
erty victimizations. Unfortunately,
there were many more crimes than
those figures suggest. It is estimated
that only 48 percent of violent crimes
and only 38 percent of property crimes
are reported to police in each year.

We talked about the large group of
victims in the resolution preceding this
one involving sexual assault victims.
Clearly we want to be aware of the
need of victims of all crimes and do
whatever we can, not only to address
victimizations that occur but also to
prevent the crimes occurring in the
first place. Supporting the mission and
goals of the National Crime Victims’
Rights Week will increase the public
awareness of the rights, needs, and con-
cerns of victims and survivors of crime,
and I urge my colleagues to support
this resolution.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
H. Res. 119, honoring National Crime
Victims’ Rights Week. This resolution
supports the missions and goals of Na-
tional Crime Victims’ Rights Week to
increase public awareness of the rights,
needs, and concerns of crime victims in
the United States during this week and
throughout the year.

The theme of the 2007 National Crime
Victims’ Rights Week is ‘Victims
Rights: Every Victim, Every Time.” In
honor of every victim, we renew our
commitment to protecting the rights
of crime victims and to providing them
effective assistance programs. We also
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commend the countless numbers of
professionals and volunteers who dedi-
cate their lives to helping victims and
survivors of crime.

This week is marked by many special
events held across the Nation, includ-
ing the national observance and can-
dlelight ceremony held here in Wash-
ington, DC, a 5K run/walk and Victims’
Rights Fair in Sierra Vista, Arizona, a
Crime Victims’ Rights Rally in Harris-
burg, Pennsylvania, and many more.

While these events provide excellent
opportunities to focus on victims
rights, this is an issue that requires
our utmost attention year-round. That
is why it is encouraging that there are
over 10,000 victims assistance programs
providing emotional, financial, phys-
ical and spiritual support every day.

As the gentleman from Virginia said,
a week honoring the victims and sur-
vivors of crime is especially poignant
following last week’s tragedy at Vir-
ginia Tech. The loss of innocent lives
affects so many others who are left be-
hind. The outpouring of prayers and
condolences reminds us that victims
and survivors of crime will not be for-
gotten and will continue to receive
much needed community support.

I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield such time as he may
consume to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. CosTA), the author of this
resolution.

Mr. COSTA. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

Madam Speaker, as a cochairman of
the Congressional Victims’ Rights Cau-
cus, along with Congressman TED POE,
we rise today in support of House Reso-
lution 119, the 2007 National Crime Vic-
tims’ Rights Week resolution, express-
ing the sense of Congress’ support for
Victims’ Rights Week and the efforts
to increase public awareness in the
United States and throughout the
country with everything that is occur-
ring, as my colleagues have indicated.

I also want to thank the chairman of
the Judiciary Committee and Congress-
man SCOTT for their leadership on vic-
tims issues and for helping bring this
bill to the floor today, as well as the
gentlewoman from West Virginia.

Allow me to begin by sending our
thoughts and prayers to those victims,
the wounded, the friends and the fami-
lies who were touched by the tragedy
at Virginia Tech last week. We as
Members of Congress and throughout
the country are wearing these ribbons
symbolic to remind all of us that in our
Nation, and in the world, crime knows
no boundaries.

Victims of crimes are sons and
daughters, brothers and sisters, par-
ents, neighbors and friends. They are
those who are struggling to survive the
aftermath of crime, and therefore they
deserve our support. They deserve the
services to help them cope.

When I came to Washington 3 years
ago, I discovered that there was a void
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in the leadership on victims issues, so
together with my colleague, Congress-
man TED POE, we developed the bipar-
tisan voice for victims in Congress, the
Congressional Victims’ Rights Caucus,
which we together cochair. For Mem-
bers and staff who are listening today,
we welcome your participation in this
Crime Victims’ Caucus.

On behalf of the caucus, we have in-
troduced this legislation to recognize
the fact that, as most Americans know
all too well, crime knows no country,
no geographic, no demographic, and no
political boundary, and it touches all
of our communities, unfortunately.

This resolution before you provides
support for Victims Rights Week and
the Crime Victims Fund, which are two
legacies of a former President of ours,
President Ronald Reagan. Let me give
you some of the history of how the
Crime Victims Fund started.

First of all in 1980, President Reagan,
with bipartisan support in Congress,
called for a national observance to rec-
ognize and honor victims of crimes and
their families and survivors. The
Democratic majority in the Congress
back in the 1980s supported that effort.
This week also pays tribute to the
thousands of community service pro-
viders, those providers throughout our
country, that give critical support to
victims every week of the year. Vic-
tims Rights Weeks have been observed
annually, therefore, across the Nation
since 1980.

But the Congress and President
Reagan at the time’s commitment to
rights of victims led to the passage of
what then became known as the Vic-
tims of Crime Act, which in 1984 cre-
ated a Crime Victims Fund. The con-
cept behind the fund is smart and it is
simple: We take fines levied on crimi-
nals and distribute that money to the
victim services providers, those which
we talked about. The concept behind
that effort is that it is not taxpayers’
dollars, it is money that comes from
those fines levied on criminals, and
they distribute the money to those
care providers throughout the Nation.
Therefore, let me emphasize, this is not
taxpayers’ dollars.

Yet, for the third year in a row, this
administration is trying to take that
money meant for victims and to put it
in the abyss of our current efforts to
balance the general fund. I might sup-
port that if in fact these were tax-
payers’ dollars, but they are not. These
are criminals’ dollars that are levied
for their criminal act. It is simply
wrong.

For the last 2 years, the Crime Vic-
tims Caucus led the effort to protect
that fund, and we are doing so again
this year. As long as I am in Congress,
I will continue to fight any effort that
would effectively deny services to
those victims.

Let me tell you what the Crime Vic-
tims Fund has done over the years. It
has dedicated more than $8 billion an-
nually and supported more than 4,400
victim assistance programs throughout
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the country that has benefited over 3.8
million. It helps get beds in domestic
violence shelters, it helps ensure that
rape victims receive proper counseling,
and, sadly, sometimes it even has to go
to help families pay for funeral ex-
penses.

This fund, therefore, plays a critical
role in all of our communities through-
out the country. Several groups which
I am proud to represent in my own dis-
trict include but are not limited to the
Marjorie Mason Center in Fresno, the
Kern, Fresno and Kings County Proba-
tion Departments, Clinica Sierra Vista,
the Rape Counseling Service of Fresno
and the Comprehensive Youth Service.

Our caucus is committed to ensuring
that this fund is used for what Presi-
dent Reagan intended: to help victims
who truly need and deserve their as-
sistance and to hold offenders account-
able, as the Congress intended to do in
1984.

In 2007, the National Crime Victims’
Rights Week theme is ‘“Victims Rights:
Every Victim, Every Time.”

[ 1530

This week from April 22 through
April 28, observances are taking place
throughout the country in thousands of
communities, as indicated by my col-
leagues.

Unfortunately, last year the FBI Uni-
form Crime Reports found that crime
again is on the rise. Violent crime rose
by 3.7 percent. Murders increased by 1.4
percent, and robberies were up by 10
percent. This means that victims suf-
fered the indignation of crime and have
significant losses that affect them
physically, emotionally, and finan-
cially. Our caucus and our Congress
must recommit our energies to ensure
that ‘‘every victim of every crime’ has
access to support and services.

Therefore, we must talk to the mil-
lions of Americans who are victimized
each year. We must recall that every
violent crime has a victim and every
victim has a story. We know about the
teenage girl who leaves home for the
first time to go to college, to be im-
pacted by a rape; or the young mother
who is beaten by her husband on a reg-
ular basis but fears leaving him be-
cause he has threatened to kill her kids
and she has no money and no place to
go. Every victim, every time.

Therefore, we must do everything we
can. The 22 leading national organiza-
tions have come out in official support
of the Victims’ Rights Week resolution
including the National Network to End
Domestic Violence, Rape, Abuse, and
Incest National Network, Justice Solu-
tions, National District Attorneys As-
sociation, National Children’s Alliance,
National Coalition against Domestic
Violence, the National Alliance to End
Sexual Violence, Mothers Against
Drunk Driving, and the National Cen-
ter for Victims of crime. I include the
full list for the RECORD.

VICTIMS ORGANIZATIONS OFFICIAL SUPPORT

FOR H. RES. 119

Organization: Justice Solutions; National

Association of VOCA Assistance Administra-
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tors; National Organization of Parents of
Murdered Children; American Probation and
Parole Association; National Crime Victims
Research and Treatment Center; the Na-
tional Judicial College; American Society of
Victimology; National Center for Victims of
Crime; National Alliance To End Sexual Vio-
lence; National Organization for Victim As-
sistance; Stop Family Violence; Mothers
Against Drunk Driving; The National Coali-
tion of Victims in Action; National Associa-
tion of Crime Victim Compensation Boards;
National Coalition Against Domestic Vio-
lence; National Network To End Domestic
Violence; National District Attorneys Asso-
ciation; Jewish Women International; Na-
tional Children’s Alliance; Louisiana Depart-
ment of Public Safety and Corrections; Rape,
Abuse & Incest National Network; Security
on Campus, Inc.

Let me close by recognizing one vic-
tim advocate in particular for her valu-
able contribution in this field through-
out the country, and her friendship and
support of crime victims, Anne Sey-
mour. She helped Congressman TED
PoE and I organize the Crime Victims
Caucus 22 years ago. People like Anne
and all the organizations I mentioned
are where the rubber meets the road.
They are the direct providers, meeting
the needs of victims every day. They
truly are the unsung heroes, and this
resolution honors their efforts.

The Congressional Victims Crimes
Caucus is committed to working with
victims, service providers, and advo-
cates to ensure that from the court-
room to the U.S. Capitol, the voices of
crime victims are heard. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in passing this sig-
nificant resolution.

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT),
who is a champion of crime victims
rights and a member of the Judiciary
Committee.

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, I rise
in strong support of this important res-
olution.

The recognition of National Crime
Victims’ Rights Week continues the
legacy of an individual who committed
himself to elevating the status of
crime victims in this country. Among
the many contributions made during
his Presidency, President Ronald Rea-
gan’s leadership and vision in advanc-
ing the cause of crime victims is im-
measurable. Recognition of National
Crime Victims® Week reflects just one
of a number of accomplishments which
also include national days of observ-
ance, creating the Office of Victims of
Crime, and establishing the Task Force
on Victims of Crime.

Too often, victims of crime are made
to be victims a second time, this time
as a result of our criminal justice sys-
tem, the very system designed to pro-
tect them. In 2004, 20 years after Con-
gress enacted the Victims of Crime Act
which authorized the Victims Assist-
ance Fund, Congress enacted the Jus-
tice for All Act. This was another im-
portant victory for crime victims, as it
extended a number of enforceable
rights to crime victims, including the
right to reasonably be heard at any
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public proceeding involving release, or
plea or sentencing, the right to file a
motion to reopen a plea, or a sentence
in certain circumstances, and most im-
portantly, the right to be treated with
dignity and fairness and respect.

However, the enactment of these
rights is just one of a number of impor-
tant changes that needs to occur to en-
sure that our Nation’s criminal justice
system is just for both offenders and
for the victims of those crimes.

Continued recognition and support of
National Crime Victims’ Week serves
many purposes, including to remind us
of what victims have suffered, to thank
those individuals and organizations
who have selflessly dedicated them-
selves to assisting victims, and to urge
us all to rededicate ourselves to con-
tinue President Reagan’s vision and
leadership in advancing the cause of
victims of crime.

And I also want to note that for a
number of years a number of us have
worked very hard to pass a victims’
right constitutional amendment. Now,
we ought not to amend the Constitu-
tion unless it is absolutely necessary.
And I think this is one incident in
which it is necessary because the
criminals, the defendants, their rights
are contained within the Constitution
itself. The right to a trial, for example.
The right to have witnesses called on
their behalf, the right not to have to
self-incriminate all are within the Con-
stitution. However, the victims, not a
word in the Constitution.

There are laws that have been passed,
such as the law which gives a victim
the right to be heard at a sentencing
hearing or have family members heard
at a sentencing hearing, but those are
statutes. Oftentimes what happens is
they come into conflict, and a judge
will have to make a decision because
they may be in conflict with each
other.

The defendant has his or her rights
within the Constitution. They are up
here. The victim, their rights down
here are statutory. And when it comes
to deciding which one is going to pre-
vail, the Constitution will trump that
statute every time. Therefore, the
crime, the one who committed the
crime, the defendant, the criminal,
their rights are held higher than the
victims. That is just not right.

That is why Henry Hyde, when he
was a Member of Congress, had intro-
duced this some years ago, and about 5
years ago I took that up, took up the
mantle for Henry to continue to push
this way, and we have made progress.
We have made progress in the law; but
thus far, it is still not within the Con-
stitution and it ought to be.

I want to thank the gentlewoman
and Mr. ScoTT also for pushing for this
particular resolution this week. I urge
my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion and to support all victims of crime
all across the country.

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, I
have no further speakers and urge pas-
sage of this important legislation. As
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has been said by all of the other speak-
ers, victims’ rights is a very important
issue and we don’t want to forget those
who have been victimized by crimes
across the Nation.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia for introducing this resolution,
and I urge my colleagues to support it.

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, | rise in
strong support of National Crime Victims’
Rights Week, an opportunity to reflect on the
need for victims to be treated fairly, com-
memorate the progress we’ve made, and ac-
knowledge the work that remains before us.
This is a week in which we rededicate our-
selves to the challenges that lie ahead in the
fight for critical rights for victims of all crimes.

| recently had the opportunity to meet Pat
Byron, a woman from my home town of Louis-
ville, Kentucky. Pat’s daughter Mary was
raped and beaten by her ex-boyfriend as a
teenager. He was released from prison without
Mary’s knowledge, and tracked down the
unsuspecting young woman in a parking lot;
murdering her on her 21st birthday.

Because of the courage of Pat Byron and
the leadership in Louisville, in 1994, the com-
munity pioneered VINE, Victim Information
and Notification Everyday. VINE could have
saved Mary’s life, and for the last 13 years, it
has saved many like her. This technology is
now available in more than 2,000 communities
in 41 states and guarantees a victim’s right to
notification and information.

Today, one week after the most brutal
shooting in American history | urge my col-
leagues to join me and my community in
standing up for victims, not only by commemo-
rating National Crime Victims’ Rights Week,
but in taking steps like automated crime victim
notification to ensure that victims’ rights are
protected.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
ScoTT) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 119.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

———

GERALD W. HEANEY FEDERAL
BUILDING AND UNITED STATES

COURTHOUSE AND CUSTOM-
HOUSE
Mr. MICHAUD. Madam Speaker, I

move to suspend the rules and pass the
Senate bill (S. 521) to designate the
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Federal building and United States
courthouse and customhouse located at
515 West First Street in Duluth, Min-
nesota, as the ‘“‘Gerald W. Heaney Fed-
eral Building and United States Court-
house and Customhouse’.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The text of the Senate bill is as fol-
lows:

S. 521

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

The Federal building and United States
courthouse and customhouse located at 515
West First Street in Duluth, Minnesota,
shall be known and designated as the ‘“‘Ger-
ald W. Heaney Federal Building and United
States Courthouse and Customhouse’.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation,
document, paper, or other record of the
United States to the Federal building and
United States courthouse and customhouse
referred to in section 1 shall be deemed to be
a reference to the ‘“‘Gerald W. Heaney Fed-
eral Building and United States Courthouse
and Customhouse’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Maine (Mr. MICHAUD) and the gentle-
woman from West Virginia (Mrs.
CAPITO) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Maine.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MICHAUD. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on S. 521.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maine?

There was no objection.

Mr. MICHAUD. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, S. 521 is a bill to
designate the Federal building and
United States courthouse located at 515
West First Street in Duluth, Min-
nesota, as Judge Gerald W. Heaney
Federal Building and United States
Courthouse and Customhouse.

Gerald Heaney was appointed judge
of the United States Court of Appeals
for the Eighth Circuit on November 3,
1966. He took senior status on Decem-
ber 31, 1988, and retired on August 31,
2006, after over 40 years of distin-
guished service to his country and the
citizens of Minnesota. I rise in strong
support of this bill.

Judge Heaney was born on January
29, 1918, in Goodhue, a rural commu-
nity in the southeastern part of Min-
nesota. As a child growing up in a
farming community, Judge Heaney
learned the value of a close family,
honesty, and hard work. These quali-
ties have marked not only his personal
life but also his life as a public servant.

He was educated at the College of St.
Thomas in St. Paul and received his
law degree from the University of Min-
nesota in 1941.
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Gerald Heaney is a decorated World
War II veteran and was a member of
the distinguished Army Ranger Bat-
talion and participated in the historic
D-Day landing at Normandy. He was
awarded the Silver Star for extraor-
dinary bravery in the Battle of La
Pointe du Hoc in Normandy. He also
received a Bronze Star and five battle
stars. At the end of the war, Judge
Heaney returned home and entered pri-
vate practice in Duluth. During this
time, he was instrumental in improv-
ing the State’s education system, and
served on the board of regents for the
University of Minnesota.

He was instrumental in helping de-
velop for the Duluth school system the
same pay scale for both men and
women. In 1966, he was appointed by
President Johnson to the Eighth Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals. In that capacity,
he has been a champion in protecting
the rights of the disadvantaged. He was
devoted to making sure that every per-
son had an equal opportunity for an
education, a job, and a home.

He firmly believes the poor and the
less educated and the less advantaged
deserve the protection of the Constitu-
tion. As a hardworking, well-prepared
and fair-minded jurist, he left his legal
stamp on school desegregation cases,
bankruptcy laws, prison treatment,
and Social Security law. His public
service is marked by industry, bril-
liance, and scholarly excellence. His
compassion and dedication to those
most disadvantaged is unparalleled.

Judge Heaney is most deserving of
this honor. I ask my colleagues to join
me in supporting this bill.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, S. 521 is a com-
panion bill to H.R. 187 which was intro-
duced by the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. OBERSTAR). This bill des-
ignates the Federal building and
United States courthouse and custom-
house at 515 West First Street in Du-
luth, Minnesota, as the Gerald W.
Heaney Federal Building and United
States Courthouse and Customhouse.
The bill honors Judge Heaney’s dedica-
tion to public service.

As we have heard previously, after
serving in the Army during World War
IT and acquiring a law degree from the
University of Minnesota Law School,
Judge Gerald Heaney entered into the
private practice of law from 1946 to
1966. Judge Heaney’s career as a judge
began in 1966 with an appointment to
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Eighth Circuit by President Lyndon
Johnson.

Judge Heaney had a reputation for
championing equal justice for under-
privileged and vulnerable citizens. He
retired after 40 years of service on Au-
gust 31, 2006.

I support this legislation and encour-
age my colleagues to do the same.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.
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