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listened seriously to her, it would 
cause widespread disease and poverty 
all over the world. 

b 1500 
And he said that the scientific evi-

dence shows that there is no harm to 
these pesticides, these toxic chemicals. 
One might refer to that when we look 
at some of the other trailblazers who 
had the courage to speak up, despite 
those who too readily condemn them 
because they are making a profit from 
current conditions. Climate change, en-
docrine disruptions and the like. She 
had the kind of courage and intellect 
and goodness of spirit to change the 
world. I am very pleased that she is 
getting a little recognition from the 
Congress today. 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

In closing, I think this is so appro-
priate that we consider today, at a 
time when we are looking at ever more 
vexing issues of the use of pesticides, 
the need for pesticides, the inter-
national conventions. I will be part of 
a group, House and Senate, that will be 
in Belgium this weekend where one of 
the major topics will be meeting with 
the Europeans on the next step in find-
ing ways to limit or eliminate various 
pesticides, in addition to the constant 
effort to deal with ozone-depleting 
chemicals. 

We are, today, as a result of her 
work, we are in fact smarter in the way 
we look at the chemicals that bring 
good things to life, as I think that we 
once said. We don’t assume they are 
bad. We do test to make sure that what 
they do good for us is well measured 
against the side effects. That was a 
standard created as a result of Rachel 
Carson. We are honored to have had 
somebody who worked for the Federal 
Government, who published and who 
cared and who persevered throughout 
her entire life. 

I join with the majority in urging the 
swift passage of this bill. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, to close, let me just thank the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania for intro-
ducing this legislation, and the gen-
tleman from California for his eloquent 
statements in support of it. 

And I sort of reflected, as I listened 
to Representative MORAN, that it is 
good to have all of the eloquence and 
all of the youth, but to have been there 
and be old enough to remember, I join 
with him because I remember DDT as I 
was growing up in rural America, and 
the utilization of it as people would 
spray their crops and use it to fight 
pesticides, but were endangering them-
selves. And there was a great deal of 
fear and consternation. 

So again, I thank the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania for introducing this 
legislation. I urge its support. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 

the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1434. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

EXPRESSING SENSE OF HOUSE 
WITH RESPECT TO RAISING 
AWARENESS AND ENCOURAGING 
PREVENTION OF SEXUAL AS-
SAULT 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 
289) expressing the sense of the House 
of Representatives with respect to rais-
ing awareness and encouraging preven-
tion of sexual assault in the United 
States and supporting the goals and 
ideals of National Sexual Assault 
Awareness and Prevention Month. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 289 

Whereas, on average, a person is sexually 
assaulted in the United States every two- 
and-a-half minutes; 

Whereas the Department of Justice reports 
that 191,670 people in the United States were 
sexually assaulted in 2005; 

Whereas 1 in 6 women and 1 in 33 men have 
been victims of rape or attempted rape; 

Whereas children and young adults are 
most at risk, as 44 percent of sexual assault 
victims are under the age of 18, and 80 per-
cent are under the age of 30; 

Whereas sexual assault affects women, 
men, and children of all racial, social, reli-
gious, age, ethnic, and economic groups in 
the United States; 

Whereas only 41 percent of sexual assault 
victims pursue prosecution by reporting 
their attack to law enforcement agencies; 

Whereas two-thirds of sexual crimes are 
committed by persons who are not strangers 
to the victims; 

Whereas sexual assault survivors suffer 
emotional scars long after the physical scars 
have healed; 

Whereas prevention education programs 
carried out by rape crisis and women’s 
health centers have the potential to reduce 
the prevalence of sexual assault in their 
communities; 

Whereas because of recent advances in 
DNA technology, law enforcement agencies 
have the potential to identify the rapists in 
tens of thousands of unsolved rape cases; 

Whereas aggressive prosecution can incar-
cerate rapists and therefore prevent them 
from committing further crimes; 

Whereas free, confidential help is available 
to all survivors of sexual assault through the 
National Sexual Assault Hotline, more than 
1,000 rape crisis centers across the United 
States, and other organizations that provide 
services to assist survivors of sexual assault; 

Whereas the rate of sexual assaults has de-
creased by half in the last decade; and 

Whereas April is recognized as ‘‘National 
Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention 
Month’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) it is the sense of the House of Rep-

resentatives that— 
(A) National Sexual Assault Awareness and 

Prevention Month provides a special oppor-
tunity to educate the people of the United 
States about sexual violence and to encour-
age the prevention of sexual assault, the im-
proved treatment of its survivors, and the 
prosecution of its perpetrators; 

(B) it is appropriate to properly acknowl-
edge the more than 20,000,000 men and 
women who have survived sexual assault in 
the United States and salute the efforts of 
survivors, volunteers, and professionals who 
combat sexual assault; 

(C) national and community organizations 
and private sector supporters should be rec-
ognized and applauded for their work in pro-
moting awareness about sexual assault, pro-
viding information and treatment to its sur-
vivors, and increasing the number of success-
ful prosecutions of its perpetrators; 

(D) public safety, law enforcement, and 
health professionals should be recognized 
and applauded for their hard work and inno-
vative strategies to increase the percentage 
of sexual assault cases that result in the 
prosecution and incarceration of the offend-
ers; 

(2) the House of Representatives strongly 
recommends national and community orga-
nizations, businesses in the private sector, 
colleges and universities, and the media to 
promote, through National Sexual Assault 
Awareness and Prevention Month, awareness 
of sexual violence and strategies to decrease 
the incidence of sexual assault; and 

(3) the House of Representatives supports 
the goals and ideals of National Sexual As-
sault Awareness and Prevention Month. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. SCOTT) and the gentle-
woman from West Virginia (Mrs. 
CAPITO) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, H. Res. 289 recog-
nizes April as National Sexual Assault 
Awareness and Prevention Month. The 
purpose of National Sexual Assault 
Awareness and Prevention Month is to 
increase the public’s awareness and un-
derstanding about sexual violence in 
our society in order to encourage and 
support prevention of sexual assault. 

The United States has the highest 
rate of any country publishing such 
statistics. A person is sexually as-
saulted in the United States every 21⁄2 
minutes. The National Institute of Jus-
tice estimates that over 300,000 women 
and 90,000 men are forcibly raped each 
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year in the United States; but accord-
ing to the American Medical Associa-
tion, these numbers are lower than na-
tional incidents of rape or attempted 
rape. 

Approximately 17.7 million American 
women and 2.8 American men have 
been victims of rape or attempted rape 
at some point during their lives, ac-
cording to the Bureau of Justice statis-
tics. That equates to one in every six 
women and one in every 33 men. The 
National Center for Victims of Crime 
indicate that among women who have 
been raped, 39 percent have been raped 
more than once. Most victims are chil-
dren or young adults. Some 44 percent 
of sexual assault victims are under the 
age of 18; 80 percent are under the age 
of 30. 

There are no significant differences 
in the rate of sexual assault among ra-
cial and ethnic groups, as sexual as-
sault affects all populations roughly 
equally, though its impact is felt dis-
proportionately by those least able to 
protect themselves. For example, per-
sons with disabilities are estimated to 
be one and a half to five times more at 
risk of sexual assault than the general 
population. Between one-third and two- 
thirds of known sexual assault victims 
are age 15 or younger, according to a 
2000 study by Population Reports, and 
women age 16 to 25 are three times 
more likely to be raped than those of 
higher age groups, according to the Bu-
reau of Justice statistics. Also, the 
studies indicate that those in extreme 
poverty are twice as likely to be vic-
timized as other women. 

Most sexual assaults are not com-
mitted by strangers. Studies show that 
70 percent of victims know their 
attackers, and this contributes to the 
underreporting of sexual assault. At 
the same time, studies show that 90 
percent of those who knew their 
attackers did not report the crime. The 
study also found that most sexual as-
saults occur in the victim’s home or 
that of a friend, relative, or acquaint-
ance. 

The consequences of sexual assault 
for victims are enormous and go well 
beyond physical effects. One-third of 
victims suffer from post-traumatic 
stress disorder, according to the Na-
tional Victims Center; one-third seri-
ously consider suicide; 13 percent actu-
ally attempt suicide. 

The roots of sexual assault violence 
are cultural. A 1991 study by the Jac-
queline White and John Humphrey 
study found that 56 percent of high 
school girls and 76 percent of high 
school boys thought that forcible sex 
was acceptable under some cir-
cumstances. Some 51 percent of boys 
and 41 percent of girls thought that 
certain circumstances included when a 
boy ‘‘spent a lot of money on the girl.’’ 
Thirty-one percent of boys and 32 per-
cent of girls thought that forced sex 
was acceptable when women had had 
past sexual experiences. Eighty-seven 
percent of boys and 79 percent of girls 
thought it was acceptable when a man 

and woman were married. Sixty-five 
percent of boys, 47 percent of girls 
thought it acceptable if a boy and a 
girl had been dating for more than 6 
months. 

So, Madam Speaker, it is easy to see 
where there is need to focus much of 
our awareness and prevention efforts. 

Sexual assault is a threat to the pub-
lic health and public safety. It demands 
a coordinated response in the form of 
awareness, prevention, aggressive pros-
ecution and service provision. The Na-
tional Sexual Violence Resource Cen-
ter, a project of the Pennsylvania Coa-
lition Against Rape, estimates that 
there are 1,400 community crisis cen-
ters providing services to victims of 
sexual assault across the country. Such 
efforts have made a difference. Over 
the past decade, we have reduced the 
rate of rapes and attempted rapes by 
half. Yet at half, our highest level, we 
are still the highest rate of sexual as-
sault in the world. So much more needs 
to be done to further address the 
scourge in our society. 

So, Madam Speaker, as we observe 
National Sexual Assault Awareness 
and Prevention Month, it is our hope 
that a month of intensified awareness 
efforts combined with a broad spec-
trum of sexual violence prevention 
work throughout the year will bring us 
closer to ending and eradicating sexual 
assault in our society. Accordingly, I 
urge my colleagues to support the reso-
lution. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
H. Res. 289, which is intended to raise 
awareness of the problem of sexual as-
sault in the United States and encour-
age ways to prevent it. 

The statistics outlined in the resolu-
tion speak for themselves and are noth-
ing less than horrific. A person is sexu-
ally assaulted in the United States 
every 21⁄2 minutes. Children and young 
adults are the most at risk. Forty-four 
percent of sexual assault victims are 
under the age of 18. 

The emotional and physical scars 
from sexual assaults exact a terrible 
toll on our loved ones, our families, our 
communities, and our country. In my 
view, we can and we must do better. We 
have made important strides in this 
battle. We have expanded the use of 
DNA to solve sexual assault crimes, re-
duced the backlog in the testing of 
rape cases, and solved more sexual as-
sault crimes, and ensuring that those 
who commit these heinous offense are 
put behind bars. 

Last year, we passed the Adam Walsh 
Act to protect our children from sexual 
predators. Over 100,000 sex offenders 
were lost or unaccounted for by the 
States. The Adam Walsh Act will fix 
that problem and make sure that sex 
offenders are registered, that the pub-
lic is aware of sex offenders in their 
communities, and help parents protect 
their children. 

In my home State of West Virginia, 
domestic violence complaints have in-
creased 400 percent since 1989. More and 
more, victims are feeling empowered to 
approach law enforcement officers with 
these problems. Although we all would 
like to see an end to domestic violence, 
it is a good step that more and more 
victims are reporting the crimes com-
mitted against them, allowing the per-
petrators to be tried for their crimes. 
We must continue to work with vic-
tims, helping them come forward with 
their complaints. This can often be a 
difficult task, especially when the per-
son committing the crime is a spouse, 
companion or family member, which is 
sadly often the case. 

Madam Speaker, this resolution rec-
ognizes the important role that aware-
ness and prevention can play in reduc-
ing the incidence of sexual assault. The 
crime of sexual assault is so hurtful 
and so tragic, we must redouble our ef-
forts and make sure that we use every 
tool at our disposal to protect everyone 
from this horrible crime. I urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I yield such time as he may 
consume to the author of the resolu-
tion, my distinguished colleague from 
Virginia (Mr. MORAN). 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I thank my good friend from 
Virginia for yielding to me. 

As the sponsor of this legislation, I 
also want to thank the Democratic 
leadership for bringing it to the floor, 
because, Madam Speaker, sexual vio-
lence is an epidemic in this country, it 
is a threat to our public health and our 
public safety that demands our atten-
tion. One in six women and one in 33 
men in the United States will be sexu-
ally assaulted during their lifetime. 
This is the highest rate of any country 
publishing statistics on sexual assault. 
A woman is raped in this country every 
21⁄2 minutes. We must do more to stop 
that. Responding to sexual assault 
must start with prevention. 

The roots of sexual violence are cul-
tural. A study of American high school 
students found that the majority of 
girls and three-quarters of boys 
thought that forced sex was acceptable 
under some circumstances, including 
when a woman had had past sexual ex-
periences or when a boy spent a lot of 
money on the girl. Statistics like this 
make it tragically unsurprising that 70 
percent of assaults are perpetrated by 
someone that is known by the victim. 

b 1515 

Fifty-five percent of rapes, the ma-
jority of rapes, occur in the home of 
the victim or a friend, relative or ac-
quaintance. 

We must begin with prevention, be-
cause the consequences of sexual vio-
lence are so severe and because it is a 
crime whose impact is felt dispropor-
tionately by those least able to protect 
themselves: the young, the disabled, 
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the impoverished. In addition to suf-
fering the physical effects of these ter-
rible acts of violence, a third of victims 
suffer from posttraumatic stress dis-
order, a third seriously consider sui-
cide, and 13 percent actually attempt 
it. While we hope and work for a day 
when sexual violence might be eradi-
cated completely from our society, we 
must also deal with the consequences 
of these crimes, working to provide as-
sistance to victims and aggressively 
prosecuting offenders. 

National Sexual Assault Awareness 
and Prevention Month is dedicated to 
increasing the public’s understanding 
about sexual violence in our society. 
This effort can help communities sup-
port rape and sexual assault survivors, 
victims and their families, as well as 
the individuals and agencies that pro-
vide rape crisis intervention and pre-
vention services throughout the year. 

More than 1,000 rape crisis centers 
nationwide educate their communities 
about the prevention of sexual violence 
and provide services to victims. In Vir-
ginia, for example, these centers serve 
approximately 3,000 victims of rape 
every year. In my district, the SARA 
Program at the Alexandria Office on 
Women supports survivors throughout 
their healing process, through hotline 
counseling and support groups and in-
novative programs like ‘‘Living Out 
Loud,’’ a performing arts program for 
survivors of sexual violence looking to 
find new joy in life after recovering 
from rape or sexual assault. The person 
who founded that is an inspiration to 
everyone and brings back lives that 
have been so profoundly and adversely 
affected by this experience. 

Madam Speaker, National Sexual As-
sault Awareness and Prevention Month 
is a chance for us to pause and consider 
the enormity of the impact of these 
crimes on our society and the status of 
our efforts to end it. I commend these 
public health, social services, and law 
enforcement professionals working in 
our communities to respond to sexual 
violence and those educators and advo-
cates working to prevent it, and I en-
courage my colleagues to stand with us 
in rededicating ourselves to efforts to 
end these crimes on our streets, in our 
schools and in our lives. 

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to close with a strong state-
ment that this resolution recognizes 
the important role of awareness in pre-
vention of sexual assault in this coun-
try. It is a scourge on our Nation, it is 
a scourge on our young people, our 
women and other victims, and I urge 
all Members to join together to pass 
this resolution. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume just to thank my col-
league from Virginia for introducing 
the resolution and to urge my col-
leagues to support the resolution. 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in support of H. Res. 289, to raise 

awareness and encourage prevention of sex-
ual assault in the United States and support 
the goals and ideals of National Sexual As-
sault Awareness and Prevention Month. 

Violence against women—rape, sexual as-
sault and domestic violence—affects women 
worldwide. Violence not only affects women in 
the home, but in the workplace, school and 
every arena of life. Having served as Johnson 
Country District Attorney for 12 years, I know 
first hand the devastating consequences of 
domestic and sexual violence, assault, rape 
and child abuse and incest. Those experi-
ences encouraged me to become a cofounder 
of SAFEHOME, a local shelter for survivors of 
sexual assault and domestic violence, and 
highlighted the importance of public aware-
ness, effective prevention policies and law en-
forcement working hand in hand to stop these 
horrific crimes. 

Sexual assault is an epidemic that knows no 
boundaries on the basis of age, socio-
economic status, race, religion, nationality or 
educational background. My home State of 
Kansas is no exception. In 2005, the Kansas 
Bureau of Investigation reported over 1,000 
reported incidents of rape. And that number 
cannot possibly reflect the harsh reality of how 
many incidents occurred but were not re-
ported. The tragedy of injustice exacerbates 
the victimization. 

A person is sexually assaulted in the United 
States every two-and-a-half minutes; 1 in 6 
women and 1 in 33 men have been victims of 
rape or attempted rape. 

Sexual Assault Awareness Month is essen-
tial to bring attention to this problem, educate 
the public, and help protect survivors from fu-
ture victimization and prevent the continuation 
of the cycle of violence from generation to 
generation. Protecting and helping survivors, 
as well as creating an environment where sur-
vivors can seek justice, is the key to removing 
sex offenders from public, so that they do not 
have the opportunity to assault again. 

I urge my colleagues to support H. Res. 
289, in support of the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Sexual Assault Awareness and Preven-
tion Month, to support programs to help sur-
vivors heal and prevent incidents in the future. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
SCOTT) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 289. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE MISSION AND 
GOALS OF NATIONAL CRIME VIC-
TIMS’ RIGHTS WEEK 
Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 

and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 
119) supporting the mission and goals 
of National Crime Victims’ Rights 
Week in order to increase public aware-
ness of the rights, needs, and concerns 
of victims and survivors of crime in the 
United States during such week and 
throughout the year. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 119 

Whereas currently in the United States, 
there are millions of victims and survivors of 
crime whose physical, financial, emotional, 
and spiritual needs are entitled to the atten-
tion and support of individuals and commu-
nities across the United States; 

Whereas the collaborative efforts of crimi-
nal and juvenile justice professionals, victim 
service providers, public policy makers, al-
lied professionals, and the Office for Victims 
of Crime and the Office on Violence Against 
Women within the Department of Justice 
have helped enhance public safety and vic-
tim awareness in various communities of all 
sizes across the United States; 

Whereas since 1984, the Victims of Crime 
Act (VOCA) has collected $8 billion in fines, 
fees, and assessments on individuals con-
victed of Federal crimes to support crime 
victim compensation and victim assistance 
programs nationwide; 

Whereas there are over 10,000 system-based 
and community-based victim assistance pro-
grams that provide greatly needed interven-
tions, support, and justice system advocacy 
to crime victims and survivors, including 
4,400 programs that receive VOCA funding; 

Whereas the theme of the 2007 National 
Crime Victims’ Rights Week, called ‘‘Vic-
tims’ Rights: Every Victim, Every Time’’, 
recognizes that all victims and survivors of 
crimes deserve to have victims’ rights and 
access to victims’ services, and recognizes 
the ongoing efforts of countless victim serv-
ice providers, justice professionals, and al-
lied professionals and volunteers who self-
lessly dedicate their lives to helping victims 
and survivors of crimes to exercise their vic-
tims rights and access important victim 
services; 

Whereas, in 2007, the week of April 22 
through April 28, is dedicated as the national 
observance during which crime victims’ and 
survivors’ rights, needs, and services will be 
recognized; and 

Whereas during the 2007 National Crime 
Victims’ Rights Week, the Congressional 
Victim’s Rights Caucus will honor a victim 
or survivor of crime, a victim service pro-
vider, and an allied professional and 
innovators in public policy development 
whose efforts on behalf of crime victims and 
survivors are visionary and exemplary: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the mission and goals of the 
2007 National Crime Victims’ Rights Week in 
order to increase public awareness of the im-
pact of crime on victims and survivors of 
crime, and of the rights and needs of such 
victims and survivors; and 

(2) directs the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives to transmit an enrolled copy of 
this resolution to the Office for Victims of 
Crime in the Department of Justice. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. SCOTT) and the gentle-
woman from West Virginia (Mrs. 
CAPITO) each will control 20 minutes. 
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