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in this country to address global warm-
ing is more pressing than ever, espe-
cially in light of the mounting sci-
entific reports from around the world.
There is no longer any real debate
within the scientific community.

There is broad scientific consensus
that global warming exists, and we
must act. We still have the opportunity
to reverse the negative effects of global
climate change. However, this must be
done both here at home and in coopera-
tion around the world. That is why,
just before Earth Day this past week-
end, my colleague and I, MARK KIRK,
introduced H. Con. Res 104, a bipartisan
resolution expressing the need for the
U.S. to participate in international
agreements that address global climate
change and to put this Congress on
record acknowledging climate change.

I invite my colleagues to cosponsor
this bill. There is a companion in the
Senate. Please join me in taking this
early step to begin addressing climate
change in this country and around the
world.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

————
NATIONAL FOSTER PARENTS DAY

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 179) ex-
pressing support for a National Foster
Parents Day.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 179

Whereas the family, serving as the primary
source of love, identity, self-esteem, and sup-
port, is the very foundation of our commu-
nities, and our United States;

Whereas foster families, who open their
homes and hearts to children whose families
are in crisis, play a vital role in helping chil-
dren heal and reconnect and in launching
those children into successful adulthood;

Whereas over 500,000 youth are in foster
care with at least 380,000 in a family-home
setting;

Whereas numerous individuals and public
and private organizations work to increase
public awareness of the needs of children in
foster care and leaving foster care as well as
of the enduring and valuable contributions of
foster parents; and

Whereas those families who are able to
serve a role as foster parents should be
wholeheartedly encouraged to do so: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House
of Representatives that—

(1) a National Foster Parents Day should
be established to recognize the contributions
of foster parents across the Nation; and
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(2) the President should issue a proclama-
tion calling on the people of the United
States and interested groups to conduct ap-
propriate ceremonies, activities, and pro-
grams to demonstrate support for foster par-
ents across the Nation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
HIRONO). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) and
the gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. WILSON) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I would yield such time as she
might consume to the sponsor of this

legislation, Representative NANCY
BoyDA from Kansas.
Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam

Speaker, in the late 1980s, a Topeka
couple, Clifford and Phyllis Oshel, wel-
comed a foster child into their homes
and into their hearts. For 2 years, they
provided shelter, food, and, more im-
portantly, caring. Through their pa-
tient guidance, they led that child
from a time of crisis to what he now
calls ‘‘the best years of my life.”

That child’s name was Kevin
Surbagh. Ever since he left the Oshels’
house, he has worked to repay his debt
of gratitude. For 17 years, he has
fought tirelessly for a national day of
recognition for foster parents, one day
of the year, just one day, to honor their
contributions, and to respect their sac-
rifices.

Soon after I was sworn into Congress,
Kevin approached my office and told
me about his mission. At Kevin’s urg-
ing, I now submit for your consider-
ation the National Foster Parents Day
resolution. I ask you to join me in say-
ing thank you, not only to Clifford and
Phyllis Oshel, but to the hundreds of
thousands of foster parents across our
great Nation.

When I think back to the support I
received from my mom and dad, I rec-
ognize the crucial role of our parents.
My mom set me on the path that has
led me to Congress today. She taught
me my faith. She taught me to do unto
others as I would have them do unto
me. She taught me to speak to every-
one in a room no matter what their
role or position. She also taught me
never to wear white shoes after Labor
Day. All of her words of wisdom led me
to where I am today.

In a perfect world, every child’s bio-
logical parents would play the role
that my parents played for me. But
sometimes a family can’t provide a
safe, supportive, sufficient home. When
tragedy strikes or turmoil rips a fam-
ily apart, children are left dislocated

April 23, 2007

and need a new place to call home, at
least for a while.

Because many of these kids grew up
in unstable households, some suffer
emotional disturbances. Some are
grieving the loss of their parents. All
have endured more than any child
should and all deserve a caring and
supportive family. Today, over 500,000
American children still need a tem-
porary home, a foster home. Today,
380,000 have found one, thanks to foster
parents.

To the foster parents in Kansas and
throughout America, today’s vote in
Congress is our way of honoring your
efforts. You are deeply appreciated,
and your contribution doesn’t go unno-
ticed.

I hope that our vote is more than
symbolic, that it encourages more fam-
ilies to open their homes to foster chil-
dren. Caring for a foster child is one of
the greatest challenges that you’ll ever
face, but the reward is immense. You’ll
help a little girl piece her life back to-
gether. You’ll help a little boy feel safe
and loved. You’ll earn the respect of
your community, your country, and of
this Congress.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

According to the United States De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices, there are over 500,000 children in
foster care homes around the country.
I am proud to support legislation rec-
ognizing the dedicated efforts put forth
by foster parents.

These men and women open up their
homes and their hearts to these youths
by providing them with a stable, caring
environment for months and, in some
cases, years. H. Res. 179 establishes a
National Foster Parents Day to praise
their contributions to society.

These parents provide a vital role in
the welfare and upbringing of children
who need emotional support, guidance,
and mentors. They teach children fam-
ily values and morals and help them
become significant members of society.
Foster parents teach these values to
help enable children become stable and
confident adults. Children being cared
for in foster homes can be traced all
the way back to biblical times.

Foster care became increasingly
widespread in the United States when
Charles Loring Brace, a minister and
director of the New York Children’s
Aid Society, noticed a large number of
homeless immigrant children in New
York. In 1953, Brace came up with a
plan to provide them homes by adver-
tising for families in other areas of the
United States who were willing to take
them in.

While many of these children were
often indentured, Brace’s movement is
the origin of today’s foster care pro-
gram. Today, foster parents and fami-
lies provide a safe and nurturing tem-
porary home for children living in un-
stable conditions. There they can learn
and grow until they have the oppor-
tunity to return living with their fam-
ily.
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Foster parents are crucial towards
ending the vicious cycle of neglect and
child abuse that endanger children’s
lives.

This resolution also calls on the
President to issue a proclamation
bringing greater awareness to foster
care through various ceremonies, ac-
tivities, and programs. These events
educate communities and demonstrate
support for foster parents who devote
their lives lending a hand to children
in need.

Madam Speaker, I urge all Members
to join me to support this resolution.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I might
consume.

Madam Speaker, over 500,000 children
in the United States are involved in
some form of foster care. Placements
in foster care have increased signifi-
cantly over the past 10 years. In situa-
tions of abuse and neglect, children
may be removed from their parents’
home by a child welfare agency and
placed in foster care. Some of the rea-
sons for foster care placement include
severe behavior problems in the child
and/or a variety of parental problems
such as abuse, abandonment, illness,
including physical or emotional prob-
lems, incarceration, AIDS, alcohol,
substance abuse, and death.

The resolution we are considering
today honors foster parents. Foster
parents are people who open their
homes and their hearts to children in
need of temporary care. The task is
both rewarding and difficult. As a mat-
ter of fact, I have met individuals who
have adopted children. I know one po-
lice officer who has adopted 13 chil-
dren, a most unusual and unbelievable
man, salt of the earth, pillar of the uni-
verse.

Foster parents take children for med-
ical care and to school events. They
may facilitate visitation between the
child and the birth parents in the fos-
ter home or other approved locations.
Foster parents face many challenges in
caring for the physical and emotional
needs of children. We need more foster
parents to care and nurture our chil-
dren who are unable to remain in their
homes. Foster parents should be com-
mended for their big hearts and com-
mitment to provide stable homes for
children.

This is an issue that is very personal
to me in a very serious way. My con-
gressional district has more grand-
parents taking care of children than
any other district in the Nation, and it
is followed closely by two additional
congressional districts in the Chicago
area. I want to commend the Illinois
Department of Children and Family
Services. I also want to commend some
of the social welfare agencies that deal
seriously with foster parenting for chil-
dren, agencies such as Sankofa an or-
ganization that was started out of a
crisis situation and now does an out-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

standing job. Agencies like One Church
One Child that attempts to get individ-
uals to become foster parents to teen-
agers coming out of correctional facili-
ties, which is not an easy task.

So I commend the gentlewoman from
Kansas (Mrs. BoyDA) for introducing H.
Res. 179, and urge its passage.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I have no other speak-
ers at the moment. I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I know that I had a number of indi-
viduals who had hoped to be here be-
cause they are very interested in this
subject matter and who had intended
to make comments, certainly Rep-
resentative MELISSA BEAN who still
might get here before we finish, Rep-
resentative MICHELE BACHMANN from
Minnesota, Representative FORTNEY
PETE STARK, and Representative DEN-
NIS CARDOZA all had statements that
they wanted to present.

I would now yield to the other side to
see if they have got other speakers, to
see if any of my additional speakers
will come before we yield back.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. I
thank the gentleman, but we have no
further speakers at this time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I don’t think that our other speak-
ers are going to make it; but suffice it
to say that this is a very important
resolution. It is a resolution that
speaks to the heart and soul of Amer-
ica. It is a resolution that emphasizes
the words of the blues singer who said
once, “Who will save the world? Who’s
willing to try? Who will save the world
that is destined to die?”’

We are talking about saving the chil-
dren, those unfortunate young people,
many of whom their parents are incar-
cerated. There are more than 1.5 mil-
lion children in America whose parents
are in prison or in jail. They are in
need of foster parenting.

So, again, not only do we urge pas-
sage, but I commend the gentlelady
from Kansas, and urge listeners and
watchers and viewers to see whether or
not there is an opportunity for you to
open your heart and your home and be-
come a foster parent.

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in support of H. Res. 179, which calls
for the establishment of a National Foster Par-
ents Day. We should establish this day to rec-
ognize and appreciate our country’s foster par-
ents—the pillars of our child welfare system.

These are the men and women who go out
of their way to help children in need—children
who have been maltreated or who had to be
removed from dangerous home situations.
Foster parents open their hearts and their
homes to these children, providing them with
so much more than shelter. They allow these
children to feel safe and secure once again,
and help them to begin the healing process.

Children placed in foster care often come
from some of the worst conditions imaginable.
They have been abused, neglected, and bro-
ken down in ways beyond the physical. Many
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of these children enter foster care with serious
emotional damage as well. They have learned
that their home, the one place where they
should feel safe, can actually be more dan-
gerous than the world outside. It is the foster
parent who helps build these children back up,
reminding them how love and attention feel,
and reassuring them that home can once
again be a comfort.

Far beyond helping a single child, quality
foster care is also an investment in our com-
munities. We have learned that being abused
or neglected dramatically increases the risk
that kids will grow up to commit violent crimes,
which is why it is so important to have a
strong foster care system to place children in
as soon as possible. Research has shown that
abused and neglected children who became
wards of the court and initially remained at
home, but were later placed in foster care be-
cause of continuing abuse or neglect, were
more likely to become violent criminals than
abused or neglected children who were placed
in a safe foster home right away.

This is why we must continue to support our
foster parents. No child should be forced to re-
main in a dangerous situation because there
are not enough available foster homes. We
must make sure that funding for foster care is
never capped or reduced so that our foster
families can continue to receive the resources
they need to provide supportive, loving spaces
for these children in need.

Additionally, we must increase our invest-
ment in preventing child abuse and neglect
through programs such as the Promoting Safe
and Stable Families program and in-home par-
ent coaching programs. We also need to en-
sure that children in foster care find safe, per-
manent homes, either by reuniting them with
their families or by adoption.

The success of our foster care system is
vital to protecting our children, and our child
welfare system relies on people like foster par-
ents to run smoothly. These men and women
on the front lines of the child welfare fight de-
serve all the recognition they can get. It is my
hope that a National Foster Parents Day will
also draw attention to the need for quality fos-
ter care and capable foster parents, and allow
this system to continue benefiting our children
in need.

| thank Representative BOYDA for spon-
soring this legislation, and | urge its passage.

Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H. Res. 179, a resolution de-
claring the sense of the House that a National
Foster Parents Day should be established.

| have a very personal interest in this issue.
Seven years ago, | adopted two foster chil-
dren. Since then, | have advocated on behalf
of adoption and foster children in the Cali-
fornia Assembly and in Congress.

Our Nation’s foster care system was created
as a temporary safe haven for abused and ne-
glected children. Sadly, it has become a way
of life for too many of our youth. On average,
foster children spend nearly 3 years in the
system, and move as many times from one
placement to another and from school to
school. Far too many spend much longer in
the system, with as many as 24,000 young
adults expected to “age out” of the system
this year, cut loose with no family and little
support. Several studies released in 2005 doc-
umented the special challenges facing these
youths, especially in the areas of mental
health, education and employment. They are
especially poorly prepared to be self-sufficient.
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Despite the sometimes valiant efforts and
good intentions of social workers, judges, fos-
ter parents and others, day-to-day life for chil-
dren in foster care is often filled with emotional
hardship. Each year, thousands of children en-
tering foster care will be separated from their
brothers and sisters, some losing touch with
each other for years to come. The trauma of
foster care takes its toll on young children.
Over one-third will neither earn a high school
diploma nor a GED. One in four children in
foster care will be incarcerated within the first
2 years after leaving the system, and over 20
percent will become homeless at some time
after they turn 18.

These children are waiting. Speaking from
personal experience, there is no greater joy in
life than helping a child.

Every child, no matter what station they may
be born to, deserves a chance to be raised in
a stable and loving home. Innocent children
should not be forced to bear the mistakes of
others.

This is a big problem that will require bold
solutions. In order to save the next generation
of children, we must re-dedicate ourselves to
their welfare and pledge to do whatever nec-
essary to nurture and protect them.

This resolution, by highlighting attention to
the problem, is a necessary first step. | urge
my colleagues to support this resolution.

Ms. BEAN. Madam Speaker, | am proud to
rise today in support of National Foster Par-
ents Day. This celebration honors the parents
who open their hearts and their homes to chil-
dren who are in need of a family. As an
adoptee and member of the Adoption Caucus,
myself, | am proud of the efforts Congress has
made to increase adoptions both nationally
and internationally, and to give special thanks
to the many families who have sacrificed to
provide loving homes for foster children.

Currently, thousands of children are without
permanent homes. Fortunately, for many of
these children there are foster parents who
are eager to bring a child into their home. |
cannot think of a more rewarding pursuit than
creating a family and bringing hope into a
child’s life.

As a member of the Congressional Coalition
on Adoption, | am well aware of the positive
impact foster parents have on our children and
communities. | am proud of the contributions
foster parents make across America, and |
hope my colleagues will join with me in sup-
porting a National Foster Parents Day.

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of establishing a National Fos-
ter Parents Day. Individuals and families that
open their homes and their hearts to vulner-
able children are truly deserving of our rec-
ognition.

Of the over 500,000 foster children in the
United States, 380,000 live with foster parents.
Without the compassion of thousands of foster
parents, our foster care system would fall
apart. Foster parents are the glue that holds
the child welfare system together.

Every day, abused and neglected children
enter the child welfare system and become
the responsibility of our society. As the collec-
tive caretakers of vulnerable children, we have
a moral responsibility to ensure that foster
children receive the same love and opportuni-
ties that we want our own children to receive.
Foster parents are the individuals that take on
the immense responsibility of providing
abused and neglected children with loving
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homes, often with very little government sup-
port.

Too often our society and this body ignore
the plight of foster children. We do so at our
own peril, because foster children who are not
provided with the supports they need to ma-
ture and grow do not transition into self-suffi-
cient adults. Society bears responsibility for
this failure and we also bear the costs of in-
carceration, homeless services, and medical
care of former foster children who do not be-
come independent. A National Foster Parent’s
Day will shed much needed light on the strug-
gles of our foster children as well as the sac-
rifices made by the families that welcome
those children into their homes and move
them toward brighter futures. It will also pro-
vide a forum to discuss the improvements that
must be made to our foster care system. Fi-
nally, we will encourage more families to be-
come foster parents by recognizing the vital
role that foster parents play in lives of chil-
dren.

The thousands of foster parents around the
country are the heroes of our child welfare
system. We should provide them with every
possible support, including the special recogni-
tion of a National Foster Parents Day.

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today in support of H. Res. 179, in sup-
port of establishing a National Foster Parents
Day.

On any given day in the United States, half
a million children and youth are in foster care,
removed from their homes because of abuse
or neglect. On average, these young people
will wait more than 372 years in the foster care
system before finding a permanent home—20
percent wait 5 years or more.

Foster parents have one of the hardest
tasks on earth. Children who spend many
years in abusive or neglectful homes are sub-
stantially more likely than other kids to face
emotional, behavioral, and academic chal-
lenges. Foster parents have the daunting task
of trying to make the foster child feel at home,
gain their trust, provide some sense of stability
and normality, and prove that they do care.

Foster parents give of themselves unself-
ishly, opening their homes, families, lives, and
loving arms to help protect children who are
not safe in their own homes. For some chil-
dren, foster parents are literally lifesaving. For
too many children, what should be a short-
term refuge becomes a long-term saga, involv-
ing multiple moves from one foster home to
another.

| have come to appreciate that foster par-
enting is perhaps one of the most challenging
and most important components of the child
welfare system. As a foster parent, you re-
spond to the calling to care for children, to
take them into your homes, and to transition
them into the next phase of their lives—some-
times for weeks, and sometimes for almost the
child’s entire youth. | describe this response
as a calling—not a job, they don't get paid
enough to call it a job; and not a choice, be-
cause if they had the wherewithal to choose,
they certainly would choose not to expose
themselves to all of the trials and tribulations
of fostering. It is a calling, a response to some
inner drive to respond to the difficulties of kids
who desperately need them.

It is this selflessness which | applaud today,
which | believe is deserving of national rec-
ognition. For all the time, love, and resources
foster parents dedicate to their foster children,
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| would simply like to say thank you. They
truly are a gift to the world.

| urge my colleagues to join in support of H.
Res. 179, expressing support for the establish-
ment of a National Foster Parents Day.

Mr. SHULER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
as a cosponsor of House Resolution 179, ex-
pressing support for National Foster Parents
Day.

'there are over half a million children in fos-
ter care in this country. Every child deserves
to have a safe and loving home, where they
do not have to worry about the fear of harm
or of being abandoned. While caring for a
child is never easy, foster parents have addi-
tional difficulties to work through. All foster
care children need special care, support and
nurturing. There are a wide array of issues
that these children are dealing with such as
abandonment, physical or sexual abuse, un-
disciplined or delinquent behaviors, and phys-
ical or emotional handicaps and disabilities.
Foster parents are challenged with helping
their foster children feel secure and loved,
while they also work through many of these
difficult issues.

And while immensely challenging, foster
parenting is also immeasurably rewarding.
When foster parents open their homes and
hearts—sacrificing, while giving support and
love—they change children’s lives. Many fos-
ter parents go on to adopt the children that
they have in their home—60 percent of chil-
dren who are adopted after they have been in
foster care are adopted by foster parents.
These children are given what every child de-
serves—a permanent home and a loving fam-
ily.
yIt is important to recognize and honor the
crucial role that foster parents play in shaping
the lives of hundreds of thousands of children
each year. Because of this, | stand here today
in support of a National Foster Parents Day, to
honor their invaluable sacrifice, dedication,
and selfless commitment to improving the lives
of children.

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in support of this bill, to express support
for a National Foster Parents’ Day.

Today, there are more than 500,000 chil-
dren in foster care nationwide.

Most of these children come from extremely
troubled homes, and compared to the other
children, they are more likely to suffer educa-
tionally, socially, and emotionally.

This is an issue that is very close to my
heart. Over the years, my husband Marcus
and | have cared for 23 foster children.

I know from experience that foster parents
have to work diligently with local, State, and
Federal agencies as well as within their
homes to respond to each child’s individual
needs.

Madam Speaker, | want to thank Represent-
ative BOYDA for bringing attention to the foster
care system, and | encourage my colleagues
to support this bill.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I yield the balance of our time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvis) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 179.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.
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Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

———

ATANACIO HARO-MARIN POST
OFFICE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 625) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 4230 Maine Avenue
in Baldwin Park, California, as the
““Atanacio Haro-Marin Post Office”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 625

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ATANACIO HARO-MARIN POST OF-
ICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 4230
Maine Avenue in Baldwin Park, California,
shall be known and designated as the
‘““‘Atanacio Haro-Marin Post Office’’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Atanacio Haro-Marin
Post Office”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from I1-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. ISsA) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have b5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I might
consume.

As a member of the House Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform,
I am pleased to join my colleague in
consideration of H.R. 625, which names
the postal facility in Baldwin Park,
California, after Atanacio Haro-Marin.

H.R. 625, which was introduced by
Representative HILDA SOLIS on Janu-
ary 22, 2007, was reported from the
Oversight Committee on March 29, 2007
by voice vote. This measure, which has
been cosponsored by the 52 members,
has the support of the entire California
congressional delegation. Army Ser-
geant Atanacio Haro-Marin, age 27, of
Baldwin Park, California, was assigned
to the 3rd Battalion, 16th Field Artil-
lery Regiment, Fort Hood, Texas. He
was Kkilled while manning the check-
point when his unit came under attack
from gunfire and rocket-propelled gre-
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nades south of Balad, Iraqg on June 3,
2003.

Sergeant Marin was born in Momax,
Mexico, and lived there with his moth-
er while his father worked in California
picking fruit and doing construction
jobs to support seven children. The
family reunited in Los Angeles when
Sergeant Marin was 2, and they later
moved to suburban Baldwin Park. He
will be remembered as a proud and cou-
rageous soldier who was living out a
long-held dream of serving in the U.S.
military.

Madam Speaker, I commend my col-
league for seeking to honor the mem-
ory, legacy, and contributions of
Atanacio Haro-Marin, and urge swift
passage of this bill.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of our time.

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Atanacio Marin, or as he was better
known, Nacho, by his friends, typifies
the soldiers that come from California.
So many of them are from Los Angeles
and surrounding areas, so many have
stories like Nacho has: one in which he
was born in Mexico; one in which his
family came here for a better life; one
in which he became integrated with the
community that he grew up in; one in
which he graduated from Sierra Vista
High School and was on the track team
and ran in the Los Angeles marathon;
one in which he had a desire to serve
his country; one in which he joined the
National Guard after completing high
school and decided to devote his life to
serving the military.

After his tour with the National
Guard ended, Nacho transferred to the
regular Army and was assigned to Bat-
tery C, 3rd Battalion, 16th Field Artil-
lery Regiment at Fort Hood, Texas. In
January, 2 months before reporting for
duty in the Middle East, Sergeant
Marin was able to spend time with his
close-knit family. While he was in Iraq
he continued to remain close to his
family. He called home often and char-
acteristically sent his mother a Moth-
er’s Day card that read, ‘“Don’t worry,
be happy.” Tragically, those uplifting
words were some of his last.

A checkpoint was manned by the ser-
geant and came under fire on June 3,
2003. Unfortunately, this brave young
man did not survive the attack. He was
only 27 years old.

The post office we are naming today
in Baldwin Park we are naming not
just as a tribute to this fine soldier,
but as a tribute to those who have gone
to serve their country in this war and,
like so many others, have an American
story.

Nacho’s American story is the story
of California, it is a story of the war
that is not often talked on this front,
of patriotism, of devotion to family, of
devotion to this Nation. And it is so
appropriate that we name a post office
after this fine young man from Cali-
fornia. So I join with the majority in
urging its swift passage.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.
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Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I have no further speakers. I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I had expected that Representative
SoL1s, who is the sponsor of this legis-
lation, would have been here, but
maybe she had some difficulty getting
back from way out west in California
today.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of our time and urge passage of
this resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BoybpA of Kansas). The question is on
the motion offered by the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 625.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

SERGEANT DENNIS J. FLANAGAN
LECANTO POST OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 1402) to designate
the facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 320 South Lecanto
Highway in Lecanto, Florida, as the
“Sergeant Dennis J. Flanagan Lecanto
Post Office Building”’.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H.R. 1402

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SERGEANT DENNIS J. FLANAGAN
LECANTO POST OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 320
South Lecanto Highway in Lecanto, Florida,
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Ser-
geant Dennis J. Flanagan Lecanto Post Of-
fice Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Sergeant Dennis J.
Flanagan Lecanto Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. IssA) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?
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