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SUPPORTING THE PRESIDENT’S
PLAN FOR IRAQ

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FOXX. Last night, the President
addressed the Nation about the war in
Iraq. No one is happy that we are at
war, but we must remember that we
were attacked by the terrorists; that
the war in Iraq is critical to the global
war on terror, and we must continue to
fight and defend against the terrorists
there as much as at home.

We must maintain our efforts to pro-
vide security and stability for the Iraqi
government and its people until they
are able to do so themselves. We can-
not walk away or we will face in-
creased bloodshed at home and abroad.

I applaud the President for recog-
nizing the need for a new direction in
the Iraq war in order to achieve this
and presenting tangible alternatives to
the problems we currently face there.

I support making sure that the Iraqis
take the lead and act aggressively and
swiftly against any violence. Prime
Minister Maliki has issued a commit-
ment to meet these challenges, and the
President must hold him accountable
to this pledge. It is my hope the pro-
posals put forth will lead to success in
Iraq.

Our troops deserve unwavering sup-
port, and this new direction the Presi-
dent has implemented must show
progress. Now is the time to unite as
Americans and not as partisan politi-
cians.

I look forward to the day when a free
and democratic Iraqi government and
its people can defend themselves and be
a model for others in the Middle East.

———

ALICE PAUL

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor Alice Paul, a woman who
dedicated her life to equality, to give
her a Congressional Gold Medal.

Alice Paul was a remarkable person
who made America more democratic by
fighting for equal rights and creating
opportunities for women to participate
in politics. Thanks to Alice Paul,
NANcY PELOSI was able to become
Speaker of the United States House of
Representatives. Even after her death,
her influence continues to be signifi-
cant on our society and culture.

Yesterday marked the day that on
January 10, 1918, the House of Rep-
resentatives first voted to give women
the right to vote by approving the 19th
amendment to the U.S. Constitution.
Alice Paul spearheaded the effort to
pass the 19th amendment, granting all
American women the right to vote.

Because of Alice Paul’s legacy, my
daughters, Natalie and Jennifer, have
the right to participate in the electoral
process. My grandchildren and their
children will forever have this right.
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Alice Paul’s contribution to America
cannot be understated. Without her,
women may not enjoy many of the
rights they have today.

Please cosponsor this important leg-
islation.

————————

SOCIAL SECURITY FOR ILLEGALS?

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, in the dark-
ness of back rooms and the whisper of
secret phone calls, American citizens
may have been betrayed. Has our gov-
ernment become the Judas?

For the past 2 years, our Federal
Government has secretly negotiated
and cooperated with the Mexican gov-
ernment to provide illegals a reward
for breaking American law. Not only
will illegal entry be forgiven by am-
nesty but, get this, illegals will be able
to apply for and collect American So-
cial Security. The cost of such betrayal
is millions of dollars. Hardworking
citizens are going to be robbed of So-
cial Security money that they are enti-
tled to. Now many Americans and legal
immigrants may not receive Social Se-
curity benefits because they will be
going to illegals.

Mr. Speaker, illegals are not citizens
of this country, and they should not be
taking the benefits entitled to law-
abiding American citizens and legal
immigrants. It is morally wrong to ex-
pect Americans to pay money to people
that are not even supposed to be on our
soil. Illegals should not receive Social
Security benefits. The welfare of Amer-
ica is being sold for 30 pieces of silver.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

ESCALATION OF FAILURE

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DOGGETT. President Bush has
been wrong at every step along the de-
scent into chaos in Iraq, and he is
wrong once again. The terrible price
for his repeated miscalculations is paid
for by the blood of the brave, by hun-
dreds of billions of dollars squandered
and by greater insecurity for our fami-
lies. He has no new plan, just an old de-
lusion. This isn’t a surge. It is a costly,
long-term escalation that only endan-
gers more young Americans.

Apparently the only troops he will
bring home are the many generals who
disagree with him. He has rejected the
advice of the Iraq Study Group. He has
rejected military counsel. He has re-
jected the voices of the people and
their elected representatives. And we
must firmly reject his escalation of
what can only be called a spend-and-
bleed policy.

————
STEM CELL BILL

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, today the
House will consider H.R. 3, an expan-
sion of taxpayer funding for embryonic
stem cell research. And while today’s
debate is sure to be full of rhetoric
about the promise of future cures, let’s
be clear from the outset about what is
working and what is not. Embryonic
stem cell research, that is, research
that requires the destruction of a liv-
ing human embryo, is yet to produce a
single cure or treatment in humans.
Not one. What many say is a false
hope.

The good news is that there is an al-
ternative that is not only successfully
treating human patients but doesn’t
require killing little human embryos.
In fact, what many consider ethical,
adult stem cell research has now pro-
vided dozens of laboratory successes,
successful treatments of human pa-
tients and even a handful of FDA-ap-
proved therapies.

Mr. Speaker, tax dollars are not un-
limited. They should be directed to-
wards methods that are proven to work
and ethical research. H.R. 3 fails to do
this.

IN SUPPORT OF EMBRYONIC STEM
CELL RESEARCH

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today, as a physician, a mother
and a representative of many who
would benefit from H.R. 3, in strong
support of H.R. 3 which would expand
Federal funding for embryonic stem
cell research, increase stem cell lines
and impose strict ethical guidelines.
These stem cells would otherwise be
destroyed. So this is not a faith issue,
a theological conundrum or a partisan
issue. It is a public health issue and
one of maintaining this country’s lead-
ership in the world.

This bill is important to minorities
and the Congressional Black Caucus
because embryonic stem cell research
will help reduce and even eliminate the
health care disparities that now leave
African Americans and other people of
color more likely to be disabled or die
from the diseases it can cure.

As a physician I have treated individ-
uals with some of these diseases—Par-
kinson’s, sickle cell, ALS and others—
and despite using all we had available
too often stood helplessly with their
families as the conditions took their
toll. Today we can change that and we
must.

As a mother and a grandmother of
three, I ask my colleagues to support
H.R. 3 and create a healthier and better
country for all of us.
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VOTE “NO” ON MEDICARE PRE-
SCRIPTION DRUG PRICE NEGO-
TIATION ACT

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in opposition to H.R. 4, the
Big Government Prescription Drug
Price Negotiation Act. This bill is po-
litically driven, and it will result in a
one-size-fits-all program that gives us
higher drug prices, less consumer
choice, and will certainly not uphold
some of the access that has been made
available through Medicare part D.
And we know that seniors want choice.
We hear that from them. They want to
preserve the doctor-patient relation-
ship, and they want access to prescrip-
tions in their local communities.

What H.R. 4 does is to open the door
for Big Government to decide what
medicines patients receive instead of
their doctors.

Unfortunately, the Democrats are
rushing the bill to the floor to undo the
hard work of Medicare part D. We
know from survey after survey that
over three-fourths of seniors are satis-
fied with this program.

There have been no discussions, no
hearings, no analysis on how this pro-
posal will impact the access of seniors.
I urge my colleagues to vote ‘“‘no.”

————

AUTHORIZING EMBRYONIC STEM
CELL RESEARCH

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today we
will fulfill an important promise to the
American people by authorizing ethical
embryonic stem cell research.

Millions of people across our Nation
and around the world will be paying
close attention as we affirm our com-
mitment to finding cures for diseases
that have touched all of us: Alz-
heimer’s, Parkinson’s, diabetes, cancer,
heart disease, multiple sclerosis, spinal
cord injury, and many more.

I have been truly touched by letters
of hope from constituents and from or-
ganizations representing those suf-
fering from illnesses that may eventu-
ally be cured through stem cell re-
search.

And our Nation’s leading scientists
are eagerly awaiting the opportunity
to make the United States the world
leader in this groundbreaking research.

As Members of Congress, we are
blessed with the opportunity to take
such an important vote that will pave
the way to saving lives. I urge all of
my colleagues to vote in favor of H.R.
3 today and be part of this monumental
effort.
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SMALL TOWNS HEART AND SOUL
OF AMERICA

(Mrs. CAPITO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I have
the honor of representing one of the
largest congressional districts east of
the Mississippi, the West Virginia Sec-
ond District.

Some of the best-kept secrets in West
Virginia, and certainly my district, are
the wonderful small towns and the
sense of community they provide.
Treasures like these are worth cele-
brating every single day.

Last Sunday, the city of Ripley in
Jackson County, West Virginia, cele-
brated its 175th anniversary, and I had
the privilege of attending the celebra-
tion with the mayor and many fine
citizens of Ripley.

I thought it was very fitting to read
the city’s motto, “Ripley: Proud of our
past—Excited about our future.”

Much has changed in America since
1832 when Ripley was founded, but the
fact is that Ripley remains one of the
best small towns in the country.

In fact, when the President was look-
ing for a place to celebrate our Na-
tion’s birthday in 2002, he looked no
further than Ripley, West Virginia. It
was a great decision. Every year, Rip-
ley has the largest Independence Day
celebration of any small town in Amer-
ica. We welcomed the President, and he
enjoyed his West Virginia visit.

Let us all remember that small
towns are truly the heart and soul of
America, just as they were in 1832 at
Ripley’s founding. I am honored to rep-
resent them here in Washington.

———

FAILURES IN IRAQ

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. McNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, last
night President Bush accepted respon-
sibility for the failures in Iraq. Yet he
offered no real strategy for winning the
war in Iraq or the broader struggle
with terrorism.

Many military and foreign policy ex-
perts, including the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, have acknowledged that the
President’s proposal to increase troop
strength is not a solution to the ongo-
ing instability in Iraq.

I believe that an influx of troops will
actually worsen the situation on the
ground. Not only that, but redeploying
20,000 additional troops in Iraq will
stretch our already fully deployed
Armed Forces even further.

I am particularly concerned that de-
ploying additional troops will signifi-
cantly hinder our ability to effectively
combat the global terrorist threat. In
fact, the very consideration of rede-
ploying troops in Iraq means that we
are distracted from the wider war on
terrorism, especially in Afghanistan
where additional forces may be nec-

H347

essary to rein in al Qaeda and the
Taliban.

———

DEMOCRATS NEED TO LAY OUT
IRAQ PLAN

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, you
know, it is time for the Democrat
Party to lay out its plan for Iraq. I un-
derstand the echo chamber of 1lib-
eralism is going to be teeing off on the
President all week long. I understand
that, because that is what has been
going on for 6 months and, indeed, in
some circles for a year.

There are 656 Members, in fact, of the
Get Out of Iraqg Now Caucus, and I ac-
tually have a lot of respect for them
because they have a vision, they have a
plan. The plan is: get out of Iraq.

Now there is no answer to the ques-
tion: What happens then? What hap-
pens then when you have an American
defeat internationally in the Middle
East, when you turn over the third
largest o0il producing nation in the
world to a terrorist state? What hap-
pens to the people over there who are
pro-America or pro-democracy? They
don’t answer that question, and I un-
derstand that.

But for the other Democrats who are
so enthusiastically piling on the Presi-
dent right now, and certainly I want to
say as a Republican it has not been
going well and we do need a new
change in direction, but I would say to
the majority party, put your plan on
the table.

———

PASS EMBRYONIC STEM CELL
RESEARCH

(Mr. UDALL of New Mexico asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.
Speaker, my uncle, Mo Udall, served
here in the House of Representatives
for 30 years. For the last 10 years, he
served with Parkinson’s disease, and
every day his friends and colleagues
saw this crippling disease take a little
piece of him. Millions of families are
facing the same Kkind of disabling dis-
eases: Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, lupus
and many more.

The bill we will consider today on the
House floor gives these millions of
American families hope. There is great
promise in stem cell research. This bi-
partisan bill would increase the num-
ber of embryonic stem cell lines eligi-
ble for Federal research.

I hope that the President will recon-
sider his ill advised veto and give
American families hope.

———
MIDDLE EAST DISASTER

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California

asked and was given permission to ad-

dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)
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