April 17, 2007

I also rise today in support of the
Taxpayer Protection Act. This bipar-
tisan bill empowers middle-class Hoo-
sier families in the fight against iden-
tity theft, and I am proud to support it.

Credit cards, on-line banking and
shopping on the Internet have become
a part of everyday life for many Hoo-
siers. These tools can make life easier
for Hoosier families, but they also
make Hoosiers vulnerable to criminals
attempting to steal identities. With
modern technology, a criminal can
steal someone’s credit cards, bank ac-
count and Social Security number and
then proceed to spend thousands of dol-
lars in someone else’s name.

In addition to saddling families with
thousands of dollars in debt, these
crimes can erase years of good credit
history, denying consumers the ability
to buy a house or lease a car.

The Taxpayer Protection Act takes
on this new threat and requires the
Federal Government to notify tax-
payers of any suspected identity theft.
This bill is an important step in pro-
viding taxpayers the security of know-
ing their information is safe, and it
will give Hoosiers the power to fight
identity theft.

I urge my colleagues to support it.

————
TAX DAY

(Mr. BRADY of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
our prayers are with the Virginia Tech
families as well.

Paying tax is bad enough, but the
time it takes to figure them out, I
think, is almost worse. You should not
need an accountant to do your taxes or
live in fear of making an honest mis-
take.

For our children’s sake, we need to
sunset this Tax Code and replace it
with something far simpler, like a flat
tax or, my choice, a retail sales tax.
Can you imagine never having to fill
out a tax form again in your life? Can
you imagine having the IRS com-
pletely and totally out of your life?

Let’s not forget we need to Kkeep
taxes low. Tax Freedom Day for Texas
families is this Thursday. That is the
first day since New Year’s that Texas
families will begin working for them-
selves, not for the government.

My constituents are worried that the
new Democrat budget allows President
Bush’s tax relief to expire, which would
raise taxes $2,700 a year on our fami-
lies. Washington needs to tighten its
belt before it demands that our fami-
lies tighten theirs.

——
STOP THE TAX MONSTER

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
today, Americans will reach deep into
their pockets and pay Uncle Sam.
Today, they will finish slogging
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through the maze of Tax Code jargon,
crunching numbers and filling out
forms. Today, they will once again
trust Washington with their money,
because today, Mr. Speaker, is just like
every other tax day before it.

Mr. Speaker, Americans are fed up
with the status quo of today, and they
deserve a different tomorrow. They de-
serve a tomorrow where they won’t be
taxed from the day they are born until
the day they die and at every single
point in between.

Americans deserve a tomorrow where
saving and investing are virtues, not
vices. Americans deserve a tomorrow
where taxation brings efficient and re-
sponsible government. Americans de-
serve a tomorrow where doing their
part and paying their fair share is
enough. And they deserve a tomorrow
where government respects their hard
work and appreciates their sacrifice.

Only then will tomorrow be any dif-
ferent from today. May we all work
positively for that new day.

——
0 1215
THE VIRGINIA TECH TRAGEDY

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, with the
report of rifle fire, America changed on
the campus of Virginia Tech yesterday.
A prestigious campus nestled in the
mountains of Virginia became home to
unspeakable acts of evil at the hands of
a 23-year-old English major from South
Korea.

The Bible tells us to mourn with
those who mourn, and to pray for one
another that we may be healed. I sim-
ply rise, very humbly, on behalf of the
good people of eastern Indiana to as-
sure the grieving families and commu-
nity of Virginia Tech that we in Indi-
ana are mourning with you and praying
for you.

May God grant mercy to all those af-
fected by this tragedy and grant wis-
dom to leaders in law enforcement and
higher education as we apply the trag-
edy of Virginia Tech to protect our
children and campuses in the future.

——
TAX DAY

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker,
today the tax man cometh, and the tax
man taketh away on this very day. The
American people circle this on our cal-
endar. We look forward to it with dread
because we know that this is the day
that the money goes in to feed an inef-
ficient and ineffective, many times,
Federal Government.

The current Congress has voted for
tax increases at every single turn.
They voted for more spending while
eliminating tax reductions for middle-
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class American families. They are get-
ting rid of the deductions that have
helped jump start the economy. The
simple truth is that liberals want to
take more money out of your pocket
and put it into the Federal Govern-
ment.

In my State, my fellow Tennesseans
can expect to pay more than $2,600 per
year in coming years, thanks to the
hold-on-to-your-wallet Congress that is
in action today.

My colleagues and I at the Repub-
lican Study Committee have recently
proposed a taxpayer bill of rights that
protects the taxpayer.

It includes:

1. The right to have a Federal Government
that does not grow beyond their ability to pay
for it.

2. The right to receive back each dollar that
they entrust to the Government for their retire-
ment.

3. The right to expect the Government to
balance the budget without having their taxes
raised.

4. And the right to have a right to a simple,
fair tax code that they can understand.

———

WILBERFORCE

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, throughout
this year we will celebrate the work to
end one of humanity’s worst acts of in-
justice. It was 200 years ago that Wil-
liam Wilberforce and his friends finally
saw success in their attempt to end the
British slave trade after 20 years of
failed attempts.

To mark the anniversary of this tre-
mendous accomplishment, a number of
efforts are under way to inform people
about this often forgotten hero of hu-
manity. A wonderful movie about the
life of Wilberforce entitled ‘‘Amazing
Grace’” has been released in theaters.
Another documentary on his life and
efforts, entitled ‘‘The Better Hour,” is
expected to air on public television
this fall.

I have introduced a resolution in this
body honoring his life and accomplish-
ments. Yesterday, a contest was an-
nounced for high school students chal-
lenging them to follow Wilberforce’s
example by pursuing efforts to end
modern-day slavery trafficking in men,
women and children, which still
plagues the world.

All of these events remind us that in-
dividuals of character and integrity
really can change the world by fighting
to end injustice and exploitation. That
truth inspired Wilberforce in his day,
and it should continue to inspire us
today.

———
THE HATE CRIMES BILL

(Mr. GOHMERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, our
thoughts and prayers, I know, from all
of us here in the House go out to the
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families of those harmed and the fami-
lies of those who were murdered there
at Virginia Tech. We do extend our
sympathies.

It seems like it would be inappro-
priate to bring up legislation that we
are going to have a hearing on today,
hate crimes. The hate crimes bill we
take up will say we should protect
more those with gender identity issues,
with homosexuality issues, things like
that, than college students, because
the message of the bill is this: the hate
crimes legislation says the majority of
the Congress says that if you are going
to hurt someone, if you are going to
shoot them, brutalize them, please,
make it a random, senseless act of vio-
lence like in Virginia. Don’t hate them
while you’re hurting them.

That is a ridiculous message to send
with legislation and I hope we will
rethink it.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
R0sS). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX,
the Chair will postpone further pro-
ceedings today on motions to suspend
the rules on which a recorded vote or
the yeas and nays are ordered, or on
which the vote is objected to under
clause 6 of rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later today.

————

WILD SKY WILDERNESS ACT OF
2007

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 886) to enhance ecosystem protec-
tion and the range of outdoor opportu-
nities protected by statute in the
Skykomish River valley of the State of
Washington by designating certain
lower-elevation Federal lands as wil-
derness, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 886

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Wild Sky
Wilderness Act of 2007".

SEC. 2. ADDITIONS TO THE NATIONAL WILDER-
NESS PRESERVATION SYSTEM.

(a) ADDITIONS.—The following Federal
lands in the State of Washington are hereby
designated as wilderness and, therefore, as
components of the National Wilderness Pres-
ervation System: certain lands which com-
prise approximately 106,000 acres, as gen-
erally depicted on a map entitled “Wild Sky
Wilderness Proposal’” and dated February 6,
2007, which shall be known as the ‘“Wild Sky
Wilderness’.

(b) MAP AND LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS.—AS soon
as practicable after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of Agriculture shall
file a map and a legal description for the wil-
derness area designated under this Act with
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources of the Senate and the Committee on
Natural Resources of the House of Rep-
resentatives. The map and description shall
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have the same force and effect as if included
in this Act, except that the Secretary of Ag-
riculture may correct clerical and typo-
graphical errors in the legal description and
map. The map and legal description shall be
on file and available for public inspection in
the office of the Chief of the Forest Service,
Department of Agriculture.

SEC. 3. ADMINISTRATION PROVISIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) Subject to valid existing rights, lands
designated as wilderness by this Act shall be
managed by the Secretary of Agriculture in
accordance with the Wilderness Act (16
U.S.C. 1131 et seq.) and this Act, except that,
with respect to any wilderness areas des-
ignated by this Act, any reference in the Wil-
derness Act to the effective date of the Wil-
derness Act shall be deemed to be a reference
to the date of enactment of this Act.

(2) To fulfill the purposes of this Act and
the Wilderness Act and to achieve adminis-
trative efficiencies, the Secretary of Agri-
culture may manage the area designated by
this Act as a comprehensive part of the larg-
er complex of adjacent and nearby wilderness
areas.

(b) NEW TRAILS.—

(1) The Secretary of Agriculture shall con-
sult with interested parties and shall estab-
lish a trail plan for Forest Service lands in
order to develop—

(A) a system of hiking and equestrian
trails within the wilderness designated by
this Act in a manner consistent with the
Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.); and

(B) a system of trails adjacent to or to pro-
vide access to the wilderness designated by
this Act.

(2) Within two years after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of Agri-
culture shall complete a report on the imple-
mentation of the trail plan required under
this Act. This report shall include the identi-
fication of priority trails for development.

(c) REPEATER SITE.—Within the Wild Sky
Wilderness, the Secretary of Agriculture is
authorized to use helicopter access to con-
struct and maintain a joint Forest Service
and Snohomish County telecommunications
repeater site, in compliance with a Forest
Service approved communications site plan,
for the purposes of improving communica-
tions for safety, health, and emergency serv-
ices.

(d) FLOAT PLANE ACCESS.—As provided by
section 4(d)(1) of the Wilderness Act (16
U.S.C. 1133(d)(1)), the use of floatplanes on
Lake Isabel, where such use has already be-
come established, shall be permitted to con-
tinue subject to such reasonable restrictions
as the Secretary of Agriculture determines
to be desirable.

() EVERGREEN MOUNTAIN LOOKOUT.—The
designation under this Act shall not preclude
the operation and maintenance of the exist-
ing Evergreen Mountain Lookout in the
same manner and degree in which the oper-
ation and maintenance of such lookout was
occurring as of the date of enactment of this
Act.

SEC. 4. AUTHORIZATION FOR LAND ACQUISITION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Agri-
culture is authorized to acquire lands and in-
terests therein, by purchase, donation, or ex-
change, and shall give priority consideration
to those lands identified as ‘‘Priority Acqui-
sition Lands’ on the map described in sec-
tion 2(a). The boundaries of the Mt. Baker-
Snoqualmie National Forest and the Wild
Sky Wilderness shall be adjusted to encom-
pass any lands acquired pursuant to this sec-
tion.

(b) AccEss.—Consistent with section 5(a) of
the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1134(a)), the
Secretary of Agriculture shall ensure ade-
quate access to private inholdings within the
Wild Sky Wilderness.
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(c) APPRAISAL.—Valuation of private lands
shall be determined without reference to any
restrictions on access or use which arise out
of designation as a wilderness area as a re-
sult of this Act.

SEC. 5. LAND EXCHANGES.

The Secretary of Agriculture shall ex-
change lands and interests in lands, as gen-
erally depicted on a map entitled ‘‘Chelan
County Public Utility District Exchange”
and dated May 22, 2002, with the Chelan
County Public Utility District in accordance
with the following provisions:

(1) If the Chelan County Public Utility Dis-
trict, within ninety days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, offers to the Secretary
of Agriculture approximately 371.8 acres
within the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National
Forest in the State of Washington, the Sec-
retary shall accept such lands.

(2) Upon acceptance of title by the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to such lands and in-
terests therein, the Secretary of Agriculture
shall convey to the Chelan County Public
Utility District a permanent easement, in-
cluding helicopter access, consistent with
such levels as used as of date of enactment,
to maintain an existing telemetry site to
monitor snow pack on 1.82 acres on the
Wenatchee National Forest in the State of
Washington.

(3) The exchange directed by this Act shall
be consummated if Chelan County Public
Utility District conveys title acceptable to
the Secretary and provided there is no haz-
ardous material on the site, which is objec-
tionable to the Secretary.

(4) In the event Chelan County Public Util-
ity District determines there is no longer a
need to maintain a telemetry site to monitor
the snow pack for calculating expected run-
off into the Lake Chelan hydroelectric
project and the hydroelectric projects in the
Columbia River Basin, the Secretary shall be
notified in writing and the easement shall be
extinguished and all rights conveyed by this
exchange shall revert to the United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GRIJALVA) and the gen-
tleman from New Mexico (Mr. PEARCE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, H.R.
886, introduced by the gentleman from
Washington State, Representative RICK
LARSEN, would designate a 106,000-acre
wilderness on national forest lands in
the State of Washington. The proposed
wilderness, to be known as the Wild
Sky Wilderness, has probably been
more studied and reviewed than any re-
cent wilderness considered by the Nat-
ural Resources Committee.

This is not a new matter. Nearly
identical legislation was approved by
the committee in the 107th Congress.
This message was subject to a hearing
in 2004, at which time the administra-
tion testified they do not object to its
passage.
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