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9. Political Sovereignty. Put an end to sus-
picions that the U.S. invasion and occupa-
tion was influenced by a desire to gain con-
trol of Iraq’s oil assets by (A) setting aside
initiatives to privatize Iraqi oil interests or
other national assets, and (B) by abandoning
efforts to change Iraqi national law to facili-
tate privatization.

Any attempt to sell Iraqi oil assets during
the U.S. occupation will be a significant
stumbling block to peaceful resolution. The
current Iraqi constitution gives oil proceeds
to the regions and the central government
gets nothing. There must be fairness in the
distribution of oil resources in Iraq. An Iraqi
National Oil Trust should be established to
guarantee the oil assets will be used to cre-
ate a fully functioning infrastructure with
financial mechanisms established protect
the oil wealth for the use of the people of
Iraq.

10. Iraq Economy. Set forth a plan to sta-
bilize Iraq’s cost for food and energy, on par
to what the prices were before the U.S. inva-
sion and occupation. This would block ef-
forts underway to raise the price of food and
energy at a time when most Iraqis do not
have the means to meet their own needs.

11. Economic Sovereignty. Work with the
world community to restore Iraq’s fiscal in-
tegrity without structural readjustment
measures of the IMF or the World Bank.

12. International Truth and Reconciliation.
HEstablish a policy of truth and reconciliation
between the people of the United States and
the people of Iraq.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the fol-
lowing Members will be recognized for
5 minutes each.

—————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

BORDER AGENTS RAMOS AND
COMPEAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, it is said that
justice is the one thing you should al-
ways find. You have to saddle up the
boys, you have to draw a hard line.
Justice is the one thing you should al-
ways find.

Those lyrics are from a song by
Willie Nelson, not quite the legal
scholar most of us would think, but a
true statement nonetheless.

But justice is the one thing you can’t
find on the Texas-Mexico border, and
recent events show that.

Not too long ago, two of our border
agents, Jose Compean and Ignacio
Ramos were doing their job on the
Texas-Mexico border, on patrol keeping
illegals out of the United States.

They come in contact with a drug
dealer who sees them and takes off run-
ning in his van. His van happened to
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have 700-plus pounds of marijuana.
That is not just for personal use, Mr.
Speaker, that is worth $1 million on
the market in Texas. He sees the two
drug agents. He flees, jumps out of the
van and tries to cross the Rio Grande
River. The facts are in dispute as to
what occurs. There is a fight with the
agents. The agents say the drug dealer
had a weapon pointed at them. After
the smoke cleared, the drug dealer gets
shot in the buttocks and runs back to
Mexico.

I say: Well done, border agents. Give
them a medal. But that is not what our
Federal Government decided to do. Our
Federal Government decided to go to
Mexico, find this drug dealer, a habit-
ual offender that brings drugs into the
United States, and give him immunity
to testify against the two border
agents, bring him back to the United
States and let him testify in a so-called
trumped up civil rights violation.

But while waiting to testify, he
crosses the border again and given im-
munity, yes, a second time for bringing
drugs into the United States.

After the trial was over with, both of
these drug agents were prosecuted for
enforcing the law, doing the job that
they are supposed to. A week from
today, these two border agents will be
taken to the Federal penitentiary to
serve 10 and 11 years respectively.

Mr. Speaker, this ought not to be.
Our Federal Government chose the
wrong side in this case. They chose the
enemy side in this case.

Mr. Speaker, what are our border
agents to do when somebody flees,
being a drug dealer, and tries to go
back to Mexico? What are they sup-
posed to do? Are they supposed to say,
‘““Halt in the name of the law’’?

Mr. Speaker, those days are over in
this country.

So either they can enforce the law or
they can’t enforce the law. Enforcing
the law on the Texas border is unen-
forceable. It is a lawless border because
our Federal Government always choos-
es the wrong side.

Today, Jose Compean and his wife,
Patty, were here in Washington, DC.
Many Members of Congress in this
House on both sides talked to them
about the facts of this case and their
lives and how it has been changed. All
Jose Compean ever wanted to do was be
a border agent for the United States
and protect the dignity of this country,
and he is being punished for that.

So our government had a choice, the
choice to be on the side of the drug
dealer or the border agents; the choice
to be on the side of the illegals or the
legals; the side of crime or crime fight-
ers. And our government chose poorly,
Mr. Speaker. This ought not to be.

My prior career before becoming a
Member of Congress was as a judge in
Texas. I heard over 25,000 felony cases
of all types. And I am here to tell you,
based on what I know about this case,
a great injustice has occurred not only
to our border agents but to our coun-
try.
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Our Federal Government needs to
take a stand for border security, en-
force the rule of law and support those
that we have put down to the border
with few utensils to protect the dignity
of this country.

Yes, Mr. Speaker, justice is the one
thing we should always find. We had
better find it on the Texas-Mexico bor-
der, or injustice will rule the day and
this country will pay for it by failing
to enforce the rule of law in failing to
keep illegal drug dealers out of this Na-
tion.

And that’s just the way it is.

——————

PRESIDENT BUSH MUST END HIS
WAR IN IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from  Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, to-
night we will once again listen to
President Bush as he describes yet an-
other strategy for the war in Iraq. By
all accounts from the media, the Presi-
dent will tell the Nation that he in-
tends to send more U.S. troops to fight
and die in Iraq.

This is not ‘‘stay the course,” Mr.
Speaker, this is escalation.

And at a bare minimum, Congress
must find the wisdom and the courage
to require and vote upon specific new
authorization to escalate the number
of troops in Iraq.

This is what Senator KENNEDY called
for yesterday. He has introduced legis-
lation that prohibits any Federal funds
from being used to increase the number
of U.S. forces in Iraq without a specific
authorization of Congress by law for
such an increase.

It is the very minimum we can do,
Mr. Speaker, for Congress to finally
take some responsibility for this war
and exercise some accountability.

What do you do, Mr. Speaker, when a
President fails to listen to the military
advice of his generals? When he con-
sistently changes generals when their
experience and best counsel does not
match his own preconceived ideas?

What do you do, Mr. Speaker, when a
President ignores the recommenda-
tions of the bipartisan Iraq Study
Group?

What do you do when a President,
whose idea of a exit strategy is to kick
the ball down field, is determined to
dump this mess on whoever will be the
next President of the United States?

Mr. Speaker, this President lost the
mid-term elections. He lost because the
American people voted against the war,
and they want a new direction. This is
George Bush’s war, and he should end
it on his watch. If he is not going to
listen to his own generals, the counsel
of the Iraq Study Group or the Amer-
ican people, then Congress must con-
front him and begin to deny him the
means and the ability to carry out the
next disastrous step of his policy.
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It is my view that too many in Wash-
ington are consumed with saving face,
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rather than saving lives. Political ex-
pediency, political cover and political
posturing must not be the guiding prin-
ciples on how we proceed in Iraq. In-
stead, we must be focused on the men
and women we put in harm’s way.

And everyone in this Chamber should
be haunted by the fact that Congress
has acquiesced too many times in one
of the worst foreign policy blunders in
United States history. Over 3,000 Amer-
ican military personnel have been
killed in this war. Are we going to
stand here next January and talk
about the 4,000 or 5,000 who will have
died? Well over 22,000 American troops
have been wounded, some injured for
life, and over tens of thousands of Iraqi
men, women and children are dead.

It is long past time for this Congress
to accept responsibility for having
given this President a blank check and
a free pass for nearly 4 years.

It is simply false to argue that plac-
ing any restrictions on funding for this
disastrous war somehow shortchanges
our troops. Redeployment from Iraq
does not shortchange our troops.
Bringing them home to their families
does not shortchange our troops.

I will tell you what shortchanges our
troops. Making them serve two, three
or possibly even four tours of duty in
Iraq, that shortchanges our troops.
Failing to provide the veterans of this
war with health care, that short-
changes our troops. Increasing by more
than five times the backlog on vet-
erans’ disability claims so that those
injured in Iraq and those suffering from
PTSD don’t get the help they need
when they return home, that short-
changes our troops, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, there is no military vic-
tory to be had in Iraq. It is time
George Bush ended his war and brought
our uniformed men and women home.
To do that, we must change the dy-
namic in Iraqg. We must end our occu-
pation, let the Iraqi people determine
their own destiny and engage the coun-
tries of the region and the inter-
national community while we with-
draw.

We can start by voting not to esca-
late this war, even if that means condi-
tioning or withholding funds. I, for one,
Mr. Speaker, will not vote for any so-
called emergency supplemental appro-
priations bill that escalates the war in
Iraq, that fails to offer a clear plan for
when our troops will be coming home.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
get it. They are far ahead of the politi-
cians in Washington. They want leader-
ship. They want us to do what is right.
They want us to end the war.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIRES). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. BURTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)
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TRIBUTE TO CORPORAL JASON L.
DUNHAM, UNITED STATES MA-
RINE CORPS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. KUHL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KUHL of New York. Mr. Speaker,
it is with honor and pleasure that I rise
to recognize Corporal Jason L.
Dunham, United States Marine Corps.
Corporal Dunham will posthumously
receive our Nation’s highest award for
valor tomorrow, on January 11, 2007,
from our 43rd President, George W.
Bush.

Corporal Dunham grew up in my con-
gressional district in Scio, New York.
He was known for his prowess in bas-
ketball, baseball and soccer at Scio
Central School. He was also well
known throughout the entire commu-
nity, not just for the good-natured
pranks that he pulled but for being a
young man of enthusiastic yet humble
spirit, someone who genuinely cared
for others and could always be counted
on if someone was in need.

He enlisted in the Marine Corps in
July of 2000, because the Marines were
known to have the toughest training
but also the strongest brotherhood. He
also felt a personal challenge to com-
plete basic training and to do it well.

Following his first duty assignment
with the Marine Corps security forces
in Kings Bay, Georgia, Corporal
Dunham was assigned to the Fourth
Platoon, K Company, Third Battalion,
Regimental Combat Team 7, First Ma-
rine Division.

Having quickly proven himself as a
capable and concientious leader, Cor-
poral Dunham was assigned as a squad
leader and therefore was entrusted
with the training, welfare and the lives
of nine American sons. He soon earned
the reputation for his unwavering com-
mitment to his fellow Marines. He had
a caring, a respectful and a humane
style of leadership and believed above
all in leadership by example.

On April 14, 2004, while conducting a
reconnaissance mission in the town of
Karabilah in Al Anbar Province, Cor-
poral Dunham and his men heard rock-
et-propelled grenades and small arms
fire erupting two Kkilometers to the
west. Their battalion commander’s pa-
trol had been ambushed while en route
to visit LL Company at Camp Husaybah
right on the Syrian border.

Realizing that his unit was in a posi-
tion to assist, Corporal Dunham or-
dered the vehicles of his combined
anti-armor team to link up with his
dismounted squad and advance towards
the engagement to provide reinforce-
ment.

Upon reaching the sight of the am-
bush, they were quickly barraged with
enemy fire. Corporal Dunham ordered
the vehicles to dismount and led one of
his fire teams into the village to neu-
tralize the ambush.

After having moved several blocks
south into the village, they discovered
seven Iraqi vehicles in a column at-
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tempting to depart to the east. Cor-
poral Dunham ordered his Marines to
block their movement and check the
vehicles for insurgents.

As he approached the second vehicle
in the column, an insurgent leaped out
and attacked Corporal Dunham. In the
ensuing hand-to-hand struggle, Cor-
poral Dunham wrestled the Iraqi insur-
gent to the ground and immediately
noticed that the insurgent was holding
a live grenade.

Corporal Dunham alerted his fellow
Marines and, aware of the imminent
danger but without hesitation, he re-
moved his helmet and covered the gre-
nade, absorbing the brunt of the explo-
sion and shielding the fellow Marines
from a blast in a selfless act of bravery
that most certainly saved the lives of a
minimum of two of his Marines.

By his undaunted courage, intrepid
fighting spirit and unwavering devo-
tion to duty in the face of certain
death, Corporal Dunham gallantly gave
his life for his country, thereby reflect-
ing great credit upon himself and up-
holding the highest traditions of the
Marine Corps and the United States
Naval Service.

Corporal Jason L. Dunham epito-
mizes the selfless devotion to duty that
our young men and women have dis-
played time and time again in Iraq and
Afghanistan, Africa and numerous
other places around the world. Our Na-
tion is blessed to have a military full of
Corporal Dunhams who are serving
with great distinction.

My heart certainly goes out to his
family, to the townspeople of his home-
town, Scio, New York, and the Ma-
rines, for they have lost one of Amer-
ica’s finest.

——————

NO ESCALATION OF THE WAR IN
IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, in a few
hours the President will address the
Nation and talk about his plan to esca-
late the war in Iraq, to try and salvage
the abysmal failures of his administra-
tion and the unnecessary war which
they sold to the Congress and the
American people.

Now, in leading up to this, just last
month the President said, ‘‘It is impor-
tant to trust the judgment of the mili-
tary when they are making military
plans. I am a strict adherer to the com-
mand structure.” President Bush.

Well, I guess he is, because he is the
commander-in-chief, and he is ignoring
the advice of the uniformed services.
The President’s chief military advisers
oppose this escalation in the war.

General John Abizaid, who was then
head of all U.S. forces in the Middle
East, testified before the Senate Armed
Services Committee November 15, “I
met with every divisional commander,
General Casey, the corps commander,
General Dempsey. We all talked to-
gether. And I said, in your professional
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