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for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships,
1973. The United States has implemented
these environmental laws by enacting and
amending the Act to Prevent Pollution from
Ships (“APPS”).

On May 19, 2005, Annex VI of that Conven-
tion came into force internationally. Annex VI
limits the discharge of nitrogen oxides from
large marine diesel engines, governs the sul-
fur content of marine diesel fuel, prohibits the
emission of ozone-depleting substances, regu-
lates the emission of volatile organic com-
pounds during the transfer of cargoes between
tankers and terminals, sets standards for ship-
board incinerators and fuel oil quality, and es-
tablishes requirements for platforms and drill-
ing rigs at sea. In April 2006, the Senate rati-
fied this treaty by unanimous consent.

H.R. 802 is the necessary implementing leg-
islation for Annex VI of that Convention. This
legislation will give the Coast Guard and the
Environmental Protection Agency the authority
they need to develop the U.S. standards and
to enforce these requirements on the thou-
sands of U.S.- and foreign-flag vessels that
enter the United States each year from over-
seas.

Everyone here recognizes the challenge
that the world faces in combating global cli-
mate change. We must pursue all avenues in
the effort to turn around the rising tempera-
tures on this planet. | am pleased that the
International Maritime Organization stepped up
to the plate and developed amendments to the
International Convention for the Prevention of
Pollution from Ships to regulate air pollution
from ships.

Last year, the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure reported H.R. 5811, the
MARPOL Annex VI Implementation Act of
2006, favorably to the House. This bill was
subsequently added to H.R. 5681, the Coast
Guard Authorization Act of 2006, and passed
the House on October 28, 2006.

H.R. 802 is very similar to H.R. 5811, but in-
cludes changes to allow the EPA to enforce
the standards, in addition to the Coast Guard.
These changes were requested by the Admin-
istration. The Coast Guard acknowledges that
the EPA has far more experience than they do
on air quality emission standards. However, it
is important for the EPA to develop the stand-
ards jointly with Coast Guard because of the
Coast Guard’s expertise over vessel safety
issues.

During Committee consideration of the bill,
the Committee adopted an amendment in the
nature of a substitute that clarifies that
MARPOL Annex VI will only apply to vessels
in the United State’s 200-mile Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone when the Executive Branch deter-
mines that MARPOL Annex VI is customary
international law. In addition, the amendment
clarified that MARPOL Annex VI will not apply
to public vessels owned by the U.S. Govern-
ment until the head of the agency that oper-
ates the vessels agrees with the EPA Admin-
istrator that MARPOL VI should apply to that
agency’s vessels.

The amendment in the nature of a substitute
that the House considers today further clarifies
that the application of MARPOL VI to the U.S.
Exclusive Economic Zone and territorial sea
takes effect when it becomes customary inter-
national law; requires EPA to consult with a
State when establishing an emission area; and
requires the regulations regarding reception
facilities to be jointly prescribed by EPA and
the Coast Guard.
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| would like to take the opportunity to thank
our new Chairman of the Subcommittee on
Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation, Mr.
CUMMINGS, for his help in developing this bill.

| strongly urge my colleagues to support
passage of H.R. 802, the Maritime Pollution
Prevention Act of 2007.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
CUMMINGS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 802, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

on

————
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on
H.R. 802.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

—————

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF PROFESSIONAL SO-
CIAL WORK MONTH AND WORLD
SOCIAL WORK DAY

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 266) supporting
the goals and ideals of Professional So-
cial Work Month and World Social
Work Day.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 266

Whereas social workers have the dem-
onstrated education and experience to guide
individuals, families, and communities
through complex issues and choices;

Whereas social workers connect individ-
uals, families, and communities to available
resources;

Whereas social workers are dedicated to
improving the society in which we live;

Whereas social workers are positive and
compassionate professionals;

Whereas social workers stand up for others
to make sure everyone has access to the
same basic rights, protections, and opportu-
nities;

Whereas social workers have been the driv-
ing force behind important social move-
ments in the United States and abroad; and

Whereas Professional Social Work Month,
and World Social Work Day, which is March
27, 2007, will build awareness of the role of
professional social workers and their com-
mitment and dedication to individuals, fami-
lies, and communities everywhere though
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service delivery, research, education, and
legislative advocacy: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Profes-
sional Social Work Month and World Social
Work Day;

(2) acknowledges the diligent efforts of in-
dividuals and groups who promote the impor-
tance of social work and who are observing
Professional Social Work Month and World
Social Work Day;

(3) encourages the American people to en-
gage in appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties to further promote awareness of the life-
changing role of social workers;

(4) recognizes with gratitude the contribu-
tions of the millions of caring individuals
who have chosen to serve their communities
through social work; and

(5) encourages young people to seek out
educational and professional opportunities
to become social workers.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
New Hampshire (Ms. SHEA-PORTER) and
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
DAVID DAVIS) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New Hampshire.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I
request 5 legislative days during which
Members may insert material relevant
to House Resolution 266 into the
RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New Hampshire?

There was no objection.

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, 1
am pleased to rise today to offer House
Resolution 266, which honors the dedi-
cation and compassion of professional
social workers. Our highest calling as
humans is to provide service to others,
especially those less fortunate than
ourselves.

At the turn of the 20th century, thou-
sands of people lived in despair and
poverty, and it was the early progres-
sive moment in which the social work
movement was born, providing food,
clothing, health care and education to
the less fortunate.

Social workers had a role in civil
rights and in women’s freedom. Today,
social workers continue this fight to
ensure that vulnerable families have
the support and the health care that
they need.

Social workers are everywhere in our
society, caring for all of us. They help
people in all stages of life, from chil-
dren to the elderly, and in all situa-
tions, from adoption to hospice care.
You can find social workers in hos-

pitals, police departments, mental
health clinics, military facilities and
corporations.

Professional social workers are the
Nation’s largest providers of mental
health care services. They provide
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more mental health services than psy-
chologists, psychiatrists and psy-
chiatric nurses combined.

More than 600,000 people in the
United States hold social work degrees.
The Veterans Administration employs
more than 4,400 social workers to assist
veterans and their families with indi-
vidual and family counseling, client
education, end-of-life planning, sub-
stance abuse treatment, crisis inter-
vention and other services.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in support of House Res-
olution 266. This resolution would rec-
ognize the important work of our Na-
tion’s social workers and support the
goals and ideals of Professional Social
Worker Month and World Social Work-
er Day.

Social work is a profession for those
with a strong desire to help improve
people’s lives and play a valuable role
in the Nation’s health care system. So-
cial workers help people function the
best way they can in their environ-
ment, deal with their relationships,
and solve personal and family prob-
lems.

Social workers often see clients who
face life-threatening disease or social
problems such as inadequate housing,
unemployment, a serious illness, a dis-
ability, or substance abuse. Social
workers also assist families that have
serious domestic conflicts, sometimes
involving a child or spousal abuse.

For example, child, family and school
social workers provide social services
and assistance to improve the social
and psychological functioning of chil-
dren and their families and to maxi-
mize the family well-being and aca-
demic functioning of children. They as-
sist single parents, arrange adoption,
or help find foster homes for neglected,
abandoned or abused children.

In schools, they address problems
such as teenage misbehavior and tru-
ancy and advise teachers on how they
can cope with problem students. Social
workers also specialize in services for
senior citizens, running support groups
for family caregivers or for the adult
children of aging parents, advising el-
derly people or family members about
choices in areas such as housing, trans-
portation, and long-term care and co-
ordination and monitoring of these
services.

Through employee assistance pro-
grams, they may help workers cope
with job-related pressures or with per-
sonal problems that affect the quality
of their work.

Medical and public health social
workers provide persons, families, and
vulnerable populations with psycho-
social support needed to cope with
chronic, acute and terminal illnesses
such as Alzheimer’s disease and cancer.
They also assess and treat individuals
with mental illness or substance abuse,
including abuse of alcohol, tobacco and
other drugs. They also may help plan
for supportive services to ease patients’
return into the community.
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In my State of Tennessee, we have a
long tradition of recognizing the vital
role of social workers. In 2005, the Ten-
nessee legislature, of which I was hon-
ored to serve as a member for many
years, passed important legislation
which required social workers to have
received a B.S. or master’s degree in
social work from an accredited school,
received a doctorate or Ph.D. in social
work, or have a specialized certificate
or license from the State.

As a society, we have come to trust
that the people using a certain title
have completed specific training to
prepare them for their work in assist-
ing the public. Thanks to this legisla-
tion, Tennessee now ensures that posi-
tions requiring the skills and training
of professional social workers are filled
with fully qualified professionals.

In addition, the East Tennessee State
University Department of Social Work
has a long and proud history of pre-
paring the majority of social workers
in the region that I represent. In addi-
tion to providing high-quality edu-
cation to future social workers, the De-
partment hosts a Social Work Career
Day where students, community agen-
cies and practitioners come together
and share educational experience and
information on a career in social work.
Students and faculty are also involved
in a number of community based inter-
disciplinary learning and service ac-
tivities.

According to the United States De-
partment of Labor, the need for addi-
tional social workers is expected to in-
crease faster than the average of all
other occupations through the year
2014 due to the rapidly growing elderly
population which is expected to create
greater demand for health and social
careers. The growth in social work is
expected to occur most rapidly in home
health care services, assisted living and
senior living communities and the
school setting. In addition, there is ex-
pected to be a significant need for
those social workers specializing in
substance abuse.

Nearly 50 percent of the United
States population, age 15 to 54, report
having at least one psychiatric dis-
order. Both severe and persistent men-
tal disorders, including addictions,
have profound consequences for indi-
viduals, their families and society, af-
fecting their ability to learn, to grow
into healthy adults and to nurture
children, to work and secure housing
and to engage in other routines of liv-
ing. Recognizing the prevalence of
mental disorders and the cost they
exact on our society, social workers
provide more than 40 percent of all
mental health services available to
Americans, making them an integral
part of our Nation’s health care deliv-
ery system.

So we stand here to recognize the im-
portance of our Nation’s social workers
and support the Professional Social
Work Month and World Social Work
Day. We also stand to encourage more
young adults to seek out educational
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and professional opportunities as social
workers where they can play a positive
impact on changing people’s lives.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in highlighting the contribu-
tions of social workers and to support
House Resolution 266.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Today we thank
all those who have toiled in the fields
of our community, including my ma-
ternal grandmother, who left the com-
fort of her home each day at the turn
of the century and went to the Lower
East Side to help immigrants. And we
praise all of those who reach out to
others every day in their community.

Social workers’ service makes our
communities stronger. March is Na-
tional Professional Work Month, and
Tuesday, March 27 is World Social
Work Day. I honor their service and
thank them for caring for all of us each
day.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from New Hampshire
(Ms. SHEA-PORTER) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 266.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS
DISASTER ELIGIBILITY ACT

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1468) to ensure that, for each
small business participating in the 8(a)
business development program that
was affected by Hurricane Katrina of
2005, the period in which it can partici-
pate is extended by 18 months, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1468

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Disadvan-
taged Business Disaster Eligibility Act’.
SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF PARTICIPATION TERM

FOR VICTIMS OF HURRICANE
KATRINA.

(a) RETROACTIVITY.—If a small business
concern, while participating in any program
or activity under the authority of paragraph
(10) of section 7(j) of the Small Business Act
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