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Let there be no mistake: this is the 

President’s war, and the President 
must be held accountable for its mili-
tary and diplomatic failures. With this 
vote, we are demanding that the Presi-
dent meet his obligations to our men 
and our women and to our Nation. 

With this vote, we are fulfilling our promise 
to the American people that we set a new di-
rection in Iraq. 

And, with this vote we are putting forward 
the leadership needed to bring the war in Iraq 
to a responsible conclusion and bring our 
troops home. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DREIER addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

b 1945 

SUPPORTING THE IRAQ 
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HODES). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. HILL) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, the stay-the- 
course strategy in Iraq has failed. The 
war in Iraq is entering its fifth year, 
longer than U.S. involvement in World 
War I and World War II. It is time to 
stop the open-ended commitment 
there. It is time for the Government of 
Iraq to take responsibility for their 
own security. It is time to start the 
process of bringing our troops home. It 
is time to refocus our military efforts 
to combat terrorism. It is time to send 
a clear message that Congress will no 
longer provide a blank check to fund 
this war. It is time to pass the U.S. 
Troop Readiness, Veterans’ Health, and 
Iraq Accountability Act. 

Supporting this bill supports the 
troops before, during, and after they 
are deployed. This bill enforces the De-
partment of Defense’s current stand-
ards for military readiness and pro-
vides $2.5 billion in additional funding 
to ensure that our troops are properly 
equipped and trained; it provides $1.7 
billion in additional funding for health 
care for our troops, and another $1.7 
billion to ensure our veterans receive 
the care they need and that they de-
serve. We must support our troops in 
the theater and when they come home. 

This bill is tough on terrorism, 
tougher than the President’s current 
plan that pays little attention to the 
war in Afghanistan. It adds $1 billion 
to the Department of Defense efforts 
there. We have lost our focus in the 
war on terror. We must redirect our 
military efforts on thwarting terrorism 
in Afghanistan and eliminating al 
Qaeda. This bill does that. 

The current strategy has not worked 
largely because the Iraqi leadership has 
no real motivation to make it work. 
This bill holds both the President and 
the Iraqi Government accountable by 

ensuring that real progress is made. It 
is time to turn over the control of Iraq 
to their people. 

Our troops have done their part, and 
they have done it magnificently. The 
American people have done their part 
as well by giving us their sons and 
daughters who ousted Saddam Hussein. 
With the cost of this war approaching 
one-half trillion dollars, it is time for 
the people of Iraq to spend their dol-
lars, supply their troops, and setting 
their differences. The destiny of Iraq is 
now in Iraqi hands. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. KING of Iowa addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

SUPPORTING THE IRAQ 
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maine (Mr. ALLEN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow 
the House will vote on legislation to 
set a path for the responsible redeploy-
ment of American troops from Iraq. I 
will support this bill because it will 
end American involvement in the Iraqi 
civil war and bring our troops safely 
home. 

This week marks the fourth anniver-
sary of a war born in deceit and pro-
longed by mismanagement. I voted 
against the invasion in 2002; I will vote 
now to end this war by supporting the 
Iraq Accountability Act with its bench-
marks and timetables for redeploying 
U.S. forces from Iraq. 

For 4 years, previous Congresses ne-
glected their oversight responsibilities 
while the administration made mis-
take after mistake. The congressional 
majority failed to conduct thorough in-
vestigations, demand accountability, 
or offer policy alternatives. We have 
paid a steep price for that neglect, in-
cluding the lives of more than 3,200 
American Armed Forces, with another 
24,000 wounded, many critically. 

The new Congress is providing long 
overdue leadership, taking action to 

end U.S. involvement in a civil war 
with no end in sight. Responsible mili-
tary disengagement from Iraq is in the 
national security interests of the 
United States. There are no easy, cost- 
free options. But our perpetual pres-
ence in Iraq has sapped our military 
strength, undermined our credibility 
around the world, and limited our in-
vestments in domestic priorities like 
health care and education. 

This week, the House of Representa-
tives has a choice: Either endorse the 
President’s open-ended commitment, 
or adopt a plan that demands account-
ability, sets a timeline for redeploy-
ment, and restores the readiness of our 
Armed Forces. 

The President’s strategy of indefinite 
intervention is simply not sustainable. 
The situation in Iraq has moved be-
yond our military’s ability to shape 
events in a positive direction. Extend-
ing our presence merely delays our 
ability to recover the ground we have 
lost, our diplomatic initiative, our 
global reputation, and the broken state 
of our ground forces. 

The Iraq Accountability Act has 
three key components: 

First, it uses President Bush’s own 
benchmarks to require the Iraqis to as-
sume responsibility for their own secu-
rity. If they meet those benchmarks, 
all American forces would leave Iraq by 
the summer of 2008. If they do not, 
American forces will leave as early as 
the end of this year. 

Second, the bill supports our Armed 
Forces by requiring the President to 
certify that any troops deployed to 
Iraq are fully and properly equipped, 
and that their deployment follows De-
partment of Defense standards for 
readiness and rest between deploy-
ments. 

Third, it provides funds needed to en-
sure that returning troops and veterans 
receive the best possible health care 
and other services they deserve. 

The American people expect us to say 
where we stand on the war in Iraq. By 
supporting the Iraq Accountability Act 
we are voting to use the long-neglected 
powers of Congress to bring U.S. in-
volvement in the Iraqi civil war to an 
end. I urge, Mr. Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support the Iraq Account-
ability Act when it comes to the floor 
tomorrow. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BISHOP of Utah addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. PENCE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Mexico (Mr. PEARCE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. PEARCE addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. PRICE) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

FRESHMEN DEMOCRATS PROMOTE 
ACCOUNTABILITY AND OVERSIGHT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. KLEIN) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
am RON KLEIN, and I represent Flor-
ida’s 22nd Congressional District in 
Congress, which is southeast Florida, 
Fort Lauderdale to West Palm Beach 
area, and I have the privilege of an-
choring tonight’s freshmen’s Special 
Order. We decided as a group of fresh-
man, and there was a large group of us 
that were elected this year, to meet on 
a regular basis and to discuss policy, 
those of us who had contested races, 
those of us who did not have contested 
races, but all of us new with this proc-
ess coming in with a fresh perspective 
and the belief that hopefully we could 
influence the process in a way that 
would move things along, which is, I 
think, the loud message we heard from 
the people that elected all of us, both 
Democrats and Republicans this year. 

Tonight our Special Order is going to 
focus on the importance of account-
ability and oversight within our Na-
tion’s government. There is no ques-
tion that the ability to exercise ac-

countability and oversight among the 
executive and legislative branches, 
that is our branch and the President’s 
branch, is vital to making sure that 
our government is operating and gov-
erning within the highest ethical and 
moral standards, and makes sense. It is 
also important to make sure our gov-
ernment is doing the right thing for 
our people. 

It seems that every time we are turn-
ing on the news lately or pick up the 
newspaper, there seems to be some 
story about where there is no account-
ability. And the oversight and lack of 
accountability seems to be the prime 
topic of conversation back home in our 
districts, in our offices, in our super-
markets, in our churches and syna-
gogues. If you just think about the 
most recent one, the United States at-
torney scandal, where a number of U.S. 
attorneys were fired; and, of course, 
there is a question about for what pur-
pose they were fired and whether there 
is a reason, and now there is a question 
of getting all the information out on 
the table. 

The ongoing concerns over Valerie 
Plame and the outing of Valerie 
Plame. And, of course, I think most of 
us as Americans understand, when 
someone works for this country as a 
member of our intelligence services, we 
owe that person the highest degree of 
respect and integrity and make sure 
that their position is held confidential. 
And certainly anybody who is respon-
sible for outing that person should be 
held accountable and punished. 

Conditions at Walter Reed Hospital. 
And we are going to talk about that a 
little more tonight, and, unfortu-
nately, other veterans hospitals. And I 
am happy to say that in my area and in 
many other parts of the country that 
there are some very good things going 
on in our veterans hospitals and our 
veterans outpatient clinics, but many 
times it is a matter of having the re-
sources to have enough doctors in 
place. And I know I have heard from 
time to time about long waiting lines. 
But there are places like Walter Reed 
and other places that have now been 
identified where you had mold and you 
had ceilings falling in and lack of care, 
and people that were working there 
that were overworked and unfortu-
nately not providing the type of treat-
ment that should be awarded. The 
highest level of respect should be 
awarded to our men and women who 
are our heroes in this country. 

And, of course, the no-bid govern-
ment contracts being awarded to com-
panies doing business in Iraq to the 
tune of billions of dollars of waste, and 
certainly not accomplishing the major 
goals. One of the goals we went in 
there with, of course, was to take out 
Saddam Hussein, but I think everybody 
understood very quickly that if we 
were going to be successful in changing 
the hearts and minds, that some of the 
rebuilding activities, getting elec-
tricity on, getting hospitals up, cre-
ating jobs, those kinds of things would 

be very, very important to making the 
people of Iraq feel that this was a wor-
thy cause to set up their own govern-
ment. Unfortunately, we have spent 
billions of our money over there, and, 
unfortunately, the condition is in 
many ways worse today than it was 
with the fall of Saddam Hussein. 

The news on these subjects is every-
where. So tonight we are going to talk 
about accountability and oversight, 
and my colleagues who are going to 
join me tonight as freshman Members 
recently elected are going to be talking 
about how we are working to restore 
those features of accountability and 
oversight to Washington and our gov-
ernment. 

A couple things I just want to touch 
on before I turn over to my colleague 
Congressman HODES. On November 7, 
which was last year’s election, we be-
lieve that the American people, I know 
we all heard this as we walked door to 
door and heard from the American peo-
ple, they wanted change. It wasn’t nec-
essarily Democrat or Republican; they 
wanted people to come together, find 
common ground, and move forward. 
And fortunately for this country, this 
House has, in fact, started that process. 
There were six items very quickly that 
were passed in the beginning called the 
100 Hours, the Six for ’06, everything 
from fixing the Medicare prescription 
drug program, which I know many of 
our seniors are concerned about mak-
ing it easier to use, less costly to the 
taxpayers; minimum wage, making the 
minimum wage higher, of course, is a 
key issue; lower student loan rates; 
and a number of other issues like en-
ergy policy. These are the things that 
we came to work on and that were 
done. 

We also passed the lobbying reform 
bill and a full disclosure bill which has 
already significantly reduced the influ-
ence that lobbyists have on this legis-
lative process. We need to do more, but 
we certainly took a lot of the right 
steps by not allowing lobbyists to take 
Members of Congress out to lunch. We 
had that in Florida, we changed that, 
and I am glad we changed that here, 
too. 

And, of course, the earmark process. 
And for those of you who don’t know 
what earmark is, that is this idea: In 
the past, Congressmen, Members of the 
Senate and House, would go behind 
closed doors and add millions and tens 
of millions of dollars, even hundreds of 
millions in some cases, of special 
projects in the dark of night to the 
budget without any consideration by 
all the Members of Congress. And that 
needs to change, and I am very happy 
to say that with new earmark reforms 
in place, that will change. 

The way it is changing is very clear: 
Anything that is presented needs to be 
presented in the light of day. It needs 
to be publicly disclosed and laid out for 
the Members of the Congress so that a 
legitimate project in Alaska should be 
a legitimate project in Florida. Even 
though it may benefit one State, we all 
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