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Charles Call, of the United States 
Army, always dreamed of serving his 
country. He even left his unit, which 
was not being sent to Iraq, and joined 
another that was being deployed so he 
could be with those fighting for our 
freedom and safety. He loved his coun-
try and was willing to make that sac-
rifice. 

After returning from Iraq, he devel-
oped the symptoms of PTSD. Despite 
his attempts to seek help from the 
local veterans hospital, he did not re-
ceive the treatment he so desperately 
needed; and, sadly, Sergeant Call took 
his own life on February 3, 2006. 

With the passage of this legislation, 
we can finally provide a safety net for 
our veterans coming home and prevent 
tragedies like that of Sergeant Call. It 
is crucial that they have the resources 
needed to pursue healthy lives upon re-
turning to civilian life. Screening of all 
returning combat veterans and 24-hour 
access to counseling are just some of 
the options we must offer. 

I support this in the name of Ser-
geant Charles Call. 

f 

ASSISTANCE TO THOSE INJURED 
IN COMBAT 

(Mr. HODES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HODES. Madam Speaker, we 
have entered the fifth year of the war 
in Iraq, and thousands of soldiers have 
returned home wounded and in need of 
serious medical care. The situation at 
Walter Reed made it clear that changes 
must be made to ensure that our 
wounded troops receive timely com-
prehensive care that extends through 
the length of their condition. 

To provide these crucial services, 
more is needed for defense health care 
than the President requested. The sta-
tus quo is simply not acceptable for 
our troops who are injured while serv-
ing our country. We owe them our real 
support. 

The emergency supplemental pro-
posed by this Democratic Congress 
nearly doubles the amount of funding 
requested by the President for military 
health care. These additional funds will 
enhance medical services for active 
duty forces, mobilized personnel and 
their families, including: post-trau-
matic stress disorder counseling, trau-
matic brain injury care and burn treat-
ment. 

The funds will also help prevent 
health care fee increases for troops and 
address the problems found at Walter 
Reed. 

Madam Speaker, passage of this bill 
supports our troops and will ensure 
that they receive the quality care they 
deserve. 

f 

HONORING U.S. MARSHAL AWARD 
WINNERS 

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise this morning to honor two excep-
tional people honored recently by the 
director of the United States Marshal 
Service. They are two of four honored 
nationwide. 

Mike Blevins, the chief deputy mar-
shal for the Western District of Arkan-
sas, has been awarded the Meritorious 
Service Award, recognizing his exem-
plary service to the Marshal Service 
the last 31 years. Mike is a great exam-
ple for all of us, and I greatly appre-
ciate his service to community and 
country. 

Trent Thompson, an Eagle Scout, 
was also named Citizen of the Year by 
the service. Thompson’s Eagle Scout 
project was making wood memorial 
markers honoring deputy marshals 
from the Western District who fell in 
the line of duty since its inception. 
Trent is a fine young man, and I appre-
ciate his leadership at such a young 
age. 

I congratulate both of these people 
who by example indeed have done so 
much for the people of the Third Dis-
trict of Arkansas, and I congratulate 
them for their honors. 

f 

TROOPS DESERVE OUR SUPPORT 
(Mr. SARBANES asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SARBANES. Madam Speaker, 
when our Nation is at war, it is our 
government’s responsibility to provide 
the best protection and care for the 
men and women who willingly volun-
teer to serve in our armed services. 

Now as we enter the fifth year of the 
Iraq war, it is no secret that the ad-
ministration’s strategy has dan-
gerously eroded our military readiness. 
Troops are being sent overseas without 
the proper training, equipment and 
armor necessary to keep them safe. 

And as the conditions at Walter 
Reed’s Building 18 starkly testify, we 
must bring much more attention and 
support to our troops when they return 
home. 

Madam Speaker, this Democratic 
Congress is committed to supporting 
our men and women in uniform. The 
supplemental legislation coming before 
this House will provide an additional 
$1.7 billion for military health care, in-
cluding conditions at Walter Reed, $1.7 
billion for veterans health care, $2.5 
billion for improving the readiness of 
our troops, and $1.4 billion for military 
housing. As long as they are at war, 
our troops deserve our support. 

f 

ATTORNEY GENERAL GONZALES 
SHOULD RESIGN 

(Mr. CARNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CARNEY. Madam Speaker, I am 
here today to ask for the resignation of 

U.S. Attorney General Alberto 
Gonzales. 

I came to Congress with a pledge to 
bring back accountability to our Fed-
eral Government. Attorney General 
Gonzales has put his political agenda 
over the needs of our Justice Depart-
ment. It is time for real oversight on 
these issues, and it begins by calling 
for Mr. Gonzales’ resignation. 

I am disgusted that this administra-
tion is more concerned about pro-
tecting themselves rather than the 
American people. We need unbiased, 
honorable men and women rep-
resenting our country in this judicial 
system, not political favors or hand-
outs. 

We need a full investigation into the 
allegations of the plan to remove U.S. 
Attorneys from their posts anytime 
they defect from the administration’s 
political agenda. This week, the Jus-
tice Department released thousands of 
pages of e-mails and internal docu-
ments related to the U.S. Attorney 
scandal. The documents are still under 
review, but it is clear that congres-
sional oversight is needed so we can 
prosecute offenders. 

The House Judiciary Committee is 
continuing its investigation into this 
serious matter, and I will continue to 
fight to ensure that U.S. Attorneys are 
free from political pressure and have 
the tools they need to prosecute crimi-
nals. 

f 

NO MORE BLANK CHECKS 

(Mr. MAHONEY of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MAHONEY of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, when I ran for Congress, I 
promised to stand up for our veterans 
and our men and women in uniform. I 
promised I would do everything in my 
power to fight and win the war on ter-
ror. 

Poor political leadership and gross 
mismanagement has put America in 
the middle of an increasingly violent 
religious civil war. 

Our troops completed their mission. 
They removed a brutal dictator, and 
through $400 billion of our hard-earned 
money and our brave men and women’s 
blood, sweat and tears, we gave the 
Iraqi people the hope for a better life 
through democracy. 

This week I am going to vote to give 
the President the money he requested. 
But for the first time, we have the op-
portunity to hold him accountable to 
the American people for the promises 
that he made to us. 

This bill gives the President the 
mandate to keep troops in Iraq for as 
long as it takes to destroy the terror-
ists. It sets requirements for troop 
readiness, provides money to rebuild 
our military, and gets our troops and 
our veterans the resources and the help 
they need. 

Mr. President, no more blank checks. 
Congress and the American people for 
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the first time in over 4 years are hold-
ing you to your word. 

f 

b 1030 

TIME FOR THE TRUTH 

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, 
from the beginning, the Bush adminis-
tration has offered a litany of reasons 
to justify their decision to fire the U.S. 
Attorneys. Unfortunately, the answers 
they provided have never even held up 
for 48 hours. 

First, the Bush administration said 
the attorneys were fired because of per-
formance-related issues. Yet we find 
out these attorneys have exemplary 
records. The Deputy Attorney General 
did not even review the file of one of 
the fired U.S. Attorneys. 

Then the administration said it was 
an internal staffing issue and pointed 
the finger at Harriet Miers. And now 
other top White House officials not 
only knew about it from the beginning, 
but were behind the firings. 

Yesterday the White House said that 
they will talk to Congress, but they 
will not take the oath and swear to tell 
the whole truth. 

The White House says they have 
nothing to hide, but they are only will-
ing to speak behind closed doors, not 
under oath. Our goal is to finally get to 
the truth, but not to create a con-
frontation. 

The scandal at the Justice Depart-
ment has gone on long enough. Careers 
have been destroyed, and legitimate 
public corruption cases have been de-
railed. It is time for accountability. It 
is time for the truth. 

f 

DEMOCRATS TRYING TO FIX THE 
FINANCIAL MESS THAT WAS 
CREATED OVER THE LAST 6 
YEARS 

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, this week 
the House Budget Committee will 
mark up its fiscal year 2008 budget. 
After 6 years of fiscal recklessness, the 
Democratic budget will actually aim to 
balance in 2012, something that Repub-
lican budgets have been unable to 
achieve over the last 6 years. 

It is important that the American 
people remember how we got to where 
we are today. In 2001, President Bush 
inherited a $5.6 trillion surplus, but 
over the next 6 years, with help from 
Congress, the President turned that 
surplus into a $2.8 trillion deficit. 

Congress has been so fiscally irre-
sponsible that President Bush has bor-
rowed more money from other nations 
than all 42 of his predecessors com-
bined. 

This is not a fiscal record to be proud 
of. The President’s attempt to finesse 
his budget has been uncovered by a 

nonpartisan CBO that concludes the 
President’s budget does not reach bal-
ance in 5 years. 

Madam Speaker, Democrats have a 
different set of priorities, and ours 
begin with actually aiming to balance 
the budget for the first time in 6 years. 

f 

WHAT ARE ROVE AND MIERS 
AFRAID OF? WHY WON’T THEY 
TESTIFY UNDER OATH? 
(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, 
yesterday the White House said that 
political strategist Karl Rove and 
former appointee to the U.S. Supreme 
Court Harriet Miers would be made 
available to the Senate for an inter-
view regarding the growing U.S. Attor-
neys scandal. However, the White 
House refused to allow them to testify 
under oath or in public. 

Is the White House serious? Do they 
honestly believe this Congress will 
allow them to get away with this? 

It would be one thing if the Bush ad-
ministration had been completely hon-
est with the Congress over the last 
month, but every day there are new de-
tails that completely contradict what 
was said the day before. 

Last month, Attorney General 
Gonzales said there was no coordina-
tion between the Justice Department 
and the White House in the firing of 
the eight U.S. Attorneys. But we now 
know that Karl Rove and Harriet Miers 
were involved from the very beginning. 

The administration has stalled and 
deceived at every step during this in-
vestigation. With that track record, 
why should this administration believe 
the Congress would agree to unaccept-
able secret testimony without being 
under oath? 

f 

U.S. ATTORNEY SCANDAL 
(Mr. ARCURI asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ARCURI. Madam Speaker, Demo-
crats made a promise last November to 
bring accountability back to Congress 
and the Federal Government. In just a 
few short months, we have conducted 
thorough and meaningful oversight on 
a series of issues that would have been 
swept under the rug by the previous 
Republican leadership, which sadly was 
often more concerned with protecting 
the administration than doing the 
right thing. 

Earlier this week, the Justice De-
partment, at the request of congres-
sional Democrats, released thousands 
of pages of e-mails and internal docu-
ments related to the firing of eight 
U.S. Attorneys by the administration. 
The documents indicate that the ad-
ministration’s contention that the at-
torneys were dismissed for perform-
ance-related reasons simply is not true. 

This Congress is seeking to attain 
the rest of the story by asking senior 

White House officials involved in the 
U.S. Attorney scandal to testify under 
oath. Unfortunately, the administra-
tion does not want to comply and pro-
vide the American people with the 
facts. 

As a former elected district attorney, 
I know how critically important it is 
for prosecutors to be independent and 
to perform their job without fear of re-
taliatory firings. 

It is time for this administration to 
do the right thing and hold those re-
sponsible for the scandal accountable. 

f 

IRAQ SUPPLEMENTAL 
(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Speaker, 
the Iraq supplemental will be coming 
to the floor this week, and it brings to-
gether many of the recommendations 
that we have heard from the non-
partisan Iraq Study Group, from the 
Pentagon and the President himself, 
but it provides more resources for our 
troops in the field and when they come 
home, and finally provides account-
ability for this administration. 

First, the legislation demands that 
the Iraqi Government meet bench-
marks the President himself outlined 
earlier this year. 

Second, the legislation calls for re-
sponsible redeployment out of Iraq at 
the beginning of next year. The Demo-
cratic Congress did not come up with 
this date out of the blue. This was in 
the recommendations from the Iraq 
Study Group. 

Third, the supplemental includes im-
portant funding for our military that 
was requested by the Pentagon. 

This week marks an important mile-
stone to begin a new direction in Iraq 
and begin to phase our troops home, 
and to bring about a regional solution 
for what is going on in the Middle East. 

f 

EQUIPMENT FOR OUR MILITARY 
(Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam 
Speaker, thanks to the long contribu-
tions of our soldiers and our veterans, 
America has amassed the most power-
ful military in the history of mankind. 
It is so powerful that we almost cannot 
imagine, we can almost imagine its re-
sources are infinite, but they are not. 

They are limited, and due to the 
ever-expanding, ever-deteriorating war 
in Iraq, they are stretched dangerously 
thin. Our soldiers and our families, 
they will never complain, and that is 
why we must speak for them. We must 
ask, no, we must demand, that they 
have the equipment, the training and 
the support that they need to succeed, 
and today they do not. 

Since the Iraq war began in 2003, the 
Army has lost nearly 2,000 wheeled ve-
hicles and more than 100 armored vehi-
cles. Almost half of the U.S. Army’s 
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