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fund all our troops in harm’s way. The 
Democrats can’t hide behind their 
slow-bleed strategy forever. We need a 
floor vote to make the entire Congress 
go on record for or against our troops. 

f 

IRAQIS MUST MEET BENCHMARKS 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, 
American involvement in Iraq should 
not be an open-ended proposition, and 
we should not be sending more troops 
there to serve as referees in that na-
tion’s devastating civil war. 

The status quo simply cannot con-
tinue. It is time this Congress seriously 
level with the Iraqi Government that it 
must meet the benchmarks the Presi-
dent himself outlined earlier this year. 
And if they cannot meet those bench-
marks, it is time to start bringing our 
troops home. 

It is time the Iraqi Government is 
held accountable for its actions. The 
Maliki government must realize that it 
has to meet political, economic and 
diplomatic benchmarks in the region, 
and that if serious improvements are 
not seen in the coming months, then 
we will begin the process of rede-
ploying our troops out of Iraq. 

This week, we will have an oppor-
tunity to exert pressure on the Iraqi 
Government to meet the President’s 
own benchmarks. If the Iraqi Govern-
ment continues to believe that our in-
volvement there is indefinite, what 
kind of pressure are they going to have 
to make the necessary reforms? They 
are not, and that’s why this change in 
direction is much needed at this time. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
HARMAN). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule 
XX, the Chair will postpone further 
proceedings today on the motion to 
suspend the rules on which a recorded 
vote or the yeas and nays are ordered, 
or on which the vote is objected to 
under clause 6 of rule XX. 

Any record vote on the postponed 
question will be taken later today. 

f 

HONORING HEROIC SERVICE OF 
GLIDER PILOTS OF UNITED 
STATES ARMY AIR FORCES DUR-
ING WORLD WAR II 

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and agree to the concurrent resolution 
(H. Con. Res. 42) honoring the heroic 
service and sacrifice of the 6,500 glider 
pilots of the United States Army Air 
Forces during World War II, as amend-
ed. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 42 
Whereas the use of gliders during World 

War II provided an innovative method of 
transporting troops and equipment behind 
enemy lines; 

Whereas the United States Army Air 
Forces began training glider pilots in 1942, 
eventually training thousands of men; 

Whereas glider pilots exhibited exceptional 
valor by landing behind enemy lines in un-
armed gliders; 

Whereas glider pilots participated in 8 suc-
cessful missions; 

Whereas in Operation Husky, which took 
place in Sicily on July 9, 1943, glider pilots 
carried British airborne troops, completing 
their mission despite heavy casualties re-
sulting from landings at sea; 

Whereas in Operation Broadway, which 
took place in Burma on March 5, 1944, glider 
pilots took the Japanese completely by sur-
prise; carried troops, airborne engineers, and 
equipment by night; seized and prepared 
landing strips for forthcoming transport 
planes; and evacuated the wounded, accom-
plishing in 2 hours what would have taken 2 
months by ambulance; 

Whereas in Operation Overlord, on June 6, 
1944, glider pilots took part in the Battle of 
Normandy, the largest combined airborne 
and seaborne invasion in history, carrying 
troopers of the 82nd and 101st Airborne Divi-
sions and their equipment to landing areas 
behind enemy lines; 

Whereas in Operation Dragoon, which took 
place in the coastal area of southern France 
on August 15, 1944, glider pilots delivered 
troops and cargo despite wooden poles erect-
ed in open fields to impede their landing; 

Whereas in Operation Market-Garden, the 
largest glider operation of World War II, 
which took place in Holland on September 
17, 1944, glider pilots carried their usual 
cargo of troops and heavy equipment, there-
by providing cover for an attempt to clear a 
road to Berlin; 

Whereas in Operation Repulse, which took 
place in Bastogne on December 27, 1944, as 
part of the Battle of the Bulge, glider pilots, 
although flying directly through enemy fire, 
were able to land every glider, delivering the 
badly needed ammunition, gasoline, and 
medical supplies that enabled defenders 
against the German offensive to persevere 
and secure the ultimate victory; 

Whereas in Operation Varsity, which took 
place at the Rhine crossing in Wesel, Ger-
many, on March 24, 1945, more than 1,300 
glider pilots took part in their final Euro-
pean mission, delivering a fatal blow to Axis 
forces; 

Whereas in Operation Gypsy Task Force- 
Appari Mission, which took place in the 
Philippine island of Luzon on June 23, 1945, 
glider pilots took part in their final, and 
only Pacific, mission, carrying members of 
the 11th Airborne Division; and 

Whereas many glider pilots sacrificed their 
lives during the course of these missions: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress— 

(1) honors the heroic service and sacrifice 
of the glider pilots of the United States 
Army Air Forces during World War II; and 

(2) urges the people of the United States to 
remember and teach future generations 
about the contributions and sacrifices that 
glider pilots, and all veterans, have made to 
and for the United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Kansas (Mrs. BOYDA) and the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. WIL-
SON) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Kansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days in which to revise and extend 
their remarks on the resolution under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Kansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H. Con. Res. 42, which honors 
the heroic service of glider pilots of the 
United States Army Air Forces during 
World War II. I would like to commend 
the gentlewoman from New York (Mrs. 
MCCARTHY) for bringing this measure 
forward. 

The resolution recognizes the more 
than 20,000 individuals who volunteered 
and were trained to serve as glider pi-
lots during World War II. These brave 
men served alongside airborne forces 
and participated in many of the major 
invasions: Sicily, Burma, the Battle of 
Normandy, France, Holland, Germany, 
the Philippines, and the Battle of the 
Bulge. These unarmed gliders landed 
behind enemy lines transporting vital 
troops and equipment to support the 
Allied Forces. 

Major General Henry ‘‘Hap’’ Arnold, 
commanding general of the Army Air 
Corps, directed the development of a 
transport glider program, and the 
United States military glider program 
officially began on February 25, 1941. 
These gliders provided the Army Air 
Corps with a unique ability to trans-
port soldiers and equipment that could 
not be reached by conventional ground 
units. 

By the end of 1942, the Army Air 
Force had graduated a total of 9,802 
glider pilots. Within just 3 years, the 
United States had 21,240 military glider 
pilots available, according to the Army 
Air Forces Statistical Digest of World 
War II. Less than 3 years after the first 
graduating class of glider pilots had 
finished their training, these fearless 
pilots flew numerous combat teams 
into France on D-Day. Gliders trans-
ported 12 to 15 fully equipped soldiers 
and four portable machine guns with 
500 rounds of ammunition for each gun. 

Unfortunately, the American mili-
tary glider pilots are a vanishing breed. 
The Department of Defense ended the 
military glider program in 1952. Today, 
we are here to honor these daring and 
fearless World War II glider pilots for 
their services and sacrifices and to 
urge all Americans to remember the 
significant contribution that they 
made on behalf of our Nation. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all my col-
leagues to support this resolution. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to urge 
my colleagues to support House Con-
current Resolution 42, a bill to honor a 
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group of servicemembers who are of-
tentimes forgotten, the glider pilots of 
the United States Army Air Forces. 

The United States Army Air Force 
began training glider pilots in 1942. 
These exceptional men provided an in-
novative and silent method of trans-
porting troops and equipment in un-
armed gliders during World War II, 
built of fragile balsa wood. 

As the son of a member of the Four-
teenth Air Force during World War II 
who served with the Flying Tigers in 
China, I especially appreciate the cou-
rageous airmen. 

The glider pilots, along with airborne 
forces, participated in eight successful 
missions, landing behind enemy lines 
in their unarmed gliders in Sicily, Nor-
mandy, southern France, Holland, Bas-
togne, Rhine Crossing, Luzon in the 
Philippines, and Burma. 
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During Operation Husky, which took 
place in Sicily on July 9, 1943, glider pi-
lots carried British airborne troops, 
completing their mission despite heavy 
casualties resulting from landings at 
sea. 

In Operation Broadway, which took 
place in Burma on March 5, 1944, glider 
pilots took the Japanese completely by 
surprise; carried troops, airborne engi-
neers and equipment by night; seized 
and prepared landing strips for forth-
coming transport planes; and evacu-
ated the wounded, accomplishing in 2 
hours what would have taken 2 months 
by ambulance. 

Operation Overlord, D-Day, on June 
6, 1944, glider pilots took part in the 
Battle of Normandy, the largest com-
bined airborne and seaborne invasion 
in history, carrying troops of the 82nd 
and 101st Airborne Divisions and their 
equipment to landing areas behind 
enemy lines during the D-Day libera-
tion. 

Tragically, many heroic glider pilots 
were killed as the hedgerows of Nor-
mandy of D-Day were actually rock 
walls that instantly destroyed the glid-
ers. A survivor of the glider invasion 
was the legendary major, J. Strom 
Thurmond of South Carolina, who was 
elected to the U.S. Senate, achieving 
the age of 100 while still in office. 

During Operation Dragoon, which 
took place in the coastal area of south-
ern France on August 15, 1944, glider pi-
lots delivered troops and cargo despite 
wooden poles erected in open fields to 
impede their landings. 

Operation Market-Garden, the larg-
est glider operation of World War II, 
took place in Holland on September 17, 
1944. Glider pilots carried their usual 
cargo of troops and heavy equipment, 
thereby providing cover for an attempt 
to clear a road to Berlin. 

In Operation Repulse, which took 
place in Bastogne on December 27, 1944, 
as part of the Battle of the Bulge, glid-
er pilots, although flying directly 
through enemy fire, were able to land 
every glider, delivering badly needed 
ammunition, gasoline and medical sup-

plies that enabled defenders against 
the German offensive to persevere and 
secure the ultimate victory. 

America did not redeploy in the 
Ardennes offensive, but it stood with 
resolve for victory. 

Operation Varsity, which took place 
at the Rhine crossing in Wesel, Ger-
many, on March 24, 1945, more than 
1,300 glider pilots took part in their 
final European mission, delivering a 
fatal blow to the Axis forces. 

The gliders’ final, and only, Pacific 
mission took place in the Philippine is-
land of Luzon, Philippines, on June 23, 
1945. In Operation Gypsy Task Force- 
Appari mission, glider pilots carried 
members of the 11th Airborne Division. 

In the words of one pilot, ‘‘Imagine 
flying a motorless, fabric-covered CG– 
4A glider, violently bouncing and jerk-
ing on a 11/16-inch nylon rope 350 feet 
back of the C–47 tow plane. You see the 
nervous glider infantrymen behind you, 
some vomiting, many in prayer, as you 
hedge-hop along at tree-top level in-
stinctively jumping up in your seat 
every time you hear bullets and flak 
tearing through the glider. You try not 
to think about the explosives aboard. 
It’s like flying a stick of dynamite 
through the gates of Hell.’’ 

Madam Speaker, we must not forget 
the sacrifices these pilots made for the 
betterment of our country and the 
world. Let us remember and honor the 
heroic service and the sacrifices made 
by the glider pilots. I urge my col-
leagues to support H. Con. Res. 42 and 
commend Congresswoman MCCARTHY 
for her leadership on this issue. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam 
Speaker, I yield as much time as she 
may consume to my friend and col-
league, the gentlewoman from New 
York (Mrs. MCCARTHY). 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. 
Madam Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman for yielding. 

I would like to thank some of my col-
leagues who have been instrumental in 
getting this legislation to the floor 
today. Chairman SKELTON of the 
Armed Services has done a tremendous 
job. We were under a lot of pressure to 
try and have the bill on the floor 
today, and I appreciate everything that 
he has done. Also, my good friend Con-
gresswoman NANCY BOYDA and Con-
gressman JOE WILSON have been great 
friends to the glider pilots, and I thank 
you both for the issues that you have 
been fighting for. 

We are here today to honor the glider 
pilots of the World War II. Glider 
planes were lightweight aircraft with-
out engines that were used to drop sup-
plies and reinforcement personnel for 
troops and surveillance. They were ef-
fective because they made no noise, 
and they could fly into enemy areas 
undetected. 

The gliders would be towed by larger 
planes in order to take off, but then 
would fly and land on their own. The 
glider pilots flew dangerous missions 

and were constantly at risk of being 
shot down. 

We have heard in the past that some 
of these pilots that volunteered to be 
glider pilots were suicidal. They were 
not. They wanted to fly, and they 
wanted to be part of protecting this 
Nation. So they became glider pilots 
because that was the only way they 
were going to get into the air at that 
particular time. 

Glider pilots were instrumental in 
the invasion of Normandy on D–Day, 
despite the fact that pilots had to im-
provise where to land, since no appro-
priate landing strips were known to be 
behind enemy lines. Later in the war, 
Germans would plant wooden poles in 
open fields to prevent glider pilots 
from landing. 

The U.S. Army Air Forces began 
training glider pilots in 1941. The pro-
gram quickly grew during the war. 
Eventually, thousands of men were 
trained to be glider pilots. 

Throughout World War II, the glider 
pilots flew many successful missions. 
The glider pilots’ first mission oc-
curred on July 19, 1943. Operation 
Husky, which it was called, called for 
glider pilots to carry British airborne 
troops into Sicily. Despite the heavy 
casualties from landing at sea, the 
glider pilots did complete their mis-
sion. 

In March of 1944, the glider pilots 
completed Operation Broadway in 
Burma. The glider pilots took the Jap-
anese completely by surprise, carrying 
troops, airborne engineers and equip-
ment by night. They seized and pre-
pared landing strips for forthcoming 
transport planes to evacuate the 
wounded. 

When you think about World War II 
and you think about the equipment 
that these glider planes were carrying 
and how they were able to accomplish 
this feat as far as making roadways for 
wounded, they did it in 2 hours, in 2 
hours. Completing a mission like that 
would have taken much, much longer. 
Usually a trip like that to the front 
lines to get the wounded back would 
have taken so much longer by ambu-
lance. 

Perhaps the most famous mission of 
the glider pilots was the Battle of Nor-
mandy. On D–Day, the glider pilots 
participated in the largest combined 
airborne and seaborne invasion in his-
tory. They carried troops of the 82nd 
and 101st Airborne Divisions and their 
equipment to landing areas behind 
enemy lines. Their work helped to se-
cure victory in World War II. 

Madam Speaker, each year we lose 
more and more of these courageous 
veterans. We are lucky enough to have 
a glider pilot in the gallery with us 
today. His name is Michael Samek, and 
he is the gentleman that asked me to 
do whatever I could to recognize the 
glider pilots. I believe Congress must 
recognize their accomplishments for 
future generations. 

When you think about even the war 
today that we have, so many of our 
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young men and women and many peo-
ple are coming home, and they are vet-
erans. From the beginning of time, we 
have honored our veterans, and I am 
sure that we are going to find many 
other veterans that we have not hon-
ored, and I hope the committees will 
honor each and every one of them as 
time goes on. 

But that is why I have introduced 
House Concurrent Resolution 42. This 
bill recognizes the glider pilots and the 
many troops who put their lives on the 
line to defend the ideas and the free-
doms of this country. 

All of the glider missions were suc-
cessful. Unfortunately, casualties were 
still suffered. 

Earlier today, ‘‘Silent Wings,’’ a DVD 
on these brave men, was released. Rob-
ert Childs, who was the director who 
became interested in glider pilots, 
started working on this project almost 
11 years ago. I will be sponsoring the 
screening of the film tonight for all 
Members and staff. These events help 
to truly honor the sacrifices and brav-
ery of the glider pilots. 

I hope you will all join me in cele-
brating with these veterans. We must 
remember and teach future generations 
about the sacrifices that glider pilots 
and all our veterans made for our coun-
try. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
glider pilots and to vote for H. Con. 
Res. 42. 

Again, I will say there is not enough 
that we can do for the men and women 
certainly of past generations and for 
this generation that support our coun-
try, fight for our country to give us our 
freedom, and for that, I truly am hon-
ored to be able to sponsor this resolu-
tion. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, again I want to con-
gratulate Congresswoman MCCARTHY 
for her obvious appreciation of the vet-
erans of World War II, her obvious sin-
cerity for the veterans of World War II. 
We are so grateful that we have present 
today veterans who are the greatest 
generation. With my six visits to Iraq 
and twice to Afghanistan, I have seen 
the new greatest generation, and again, 
I want to congratulate Congresswoman 
MCCARTHY for her leadership and urge 
my colleagues to vote in favor of House 
Concurrent Resolution 42. 

Madam Speaker, I have no further 
speakers, and I yield back my time. 

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam 
Speaker, we are very, very fortunate 
today to have one of these courageous 
glider pilots with us in the gallery, and 
I would like to take this opportunity 
to ask him to stand and to have us give 
him our recognition, please. Michael 
Samek is in the gallery, and we thank 
you so much for your courageous con-
tributions to our country. 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded that it is not in 
order under the rules to draw attention 
to persons in the gallery. 

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam 
Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to my friend 

and colleague, the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE). 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 
want to thank the gentlewoman from 
Kansas and, of course, my colleague, 
the gentlewoman from New York, for 
introducing this resolution. 

I was here on the floor doing 1-min-
utes, and then I started to listen to the 
debate, and I think it is very important 
that this resolution be introduced for a 
number of reasons, but I also wanted to 
relate it, if I could, to my family. 

I think that many of the exploits of 
veterans during World War II, includ-
ing Air Force veterans, and I know the 
Army Air Force, that is what they 
were called then, are kind of unsung. 
People are not aware of it. People are 
not necessarily aware of the different 
units and how they served, and includ-
ing the Air Force. 

I notice that in the resolution she 
particularly mentions that not only 
are we honoring the service and sac-
rifice of the glider pilots, but we are 
also urging the people of the United 
States to remember and teach future 
generations about the contributions 
and sacrifices that glider pilots and all 
veterans have made to and for the 
United States, and I have to relate a 
story with my own dad. 

My father was in the Army Air Force 
during World War II. He served in the 
Pacific, and he was a tail gunner with 
the reconnaissance forces, the planes 
that came in and took the pictures be-
fore I guess the other missions with 
bombs and other things took place. 
And for a long time, he is 83 now, for a 
long time when I was growing up, he 
would never talk about it, and I could 
never really understand why. In fact, 
he would never even want to take an 
airplane. He apparently served in the 
Pacific, came back, and went across 
the country by train instead of using 
an airplane to get back. 

One day, we were down in Wash-
ington, and we went to the Air and 
Space Museum with my son, who is 
now 11 years old, but then maybe he 
was 6 or 7 years old. My father all of 
the sudden started to tell the story 
about his time during World War II be-
cause he saw some of the planes in the 
Air and Space Museum that were in-
volved in some of those combat oper-
ations. It was such a tremendous expe-
rience for my son to hear my father 
talk about his experience during the 
war with reconnaissance planes and 
also as a tail gunner. He never told 
about it in a heroic way; although ev-
eryone knows that was a very difficult 
position. Most of the tail gunners never 
came back. The majority actually were 
killed in action, even those that were 
involved in reconnaissance. 

It was such a valuable experience for 
my son to hear his grandfather talk 
about that experience in the Army Air 
Force during World War II. 
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But I think a lot of the veterans sim-
ply don’t tell the story. I don’t really 

know why. I really think that when 
you draw attention to this, in this case 
the glider pilots, but there are others, 
when you draw attention to it and you 
make it a point that we need to follow 
up with our veterans and have them 
tell the story, it really is a very impor-
tant thing, a lot more than I think a 
lot of people realize. 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Will 
the gentleman yield? 

Mr. PALLONE. Yes, I will certainly 
yield to the gentlewoman. 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. It is 
so important for those that are watch-
ing this when you have veterans out 
there. We have the oral history of our 
veterans that is going to the Library of 
Congress. I know projects that I have 
been doing back home, we have been 
working with an awful lot of veterans 
who were prisoners of war, because 
what you said earlier is so true. 

Veterans need to be remembered for 
everything that they have done for this 
Nation, but certainly there are so 
many veterans out there that are not 
honored. I just wanted to say that with 
your words and talking about your fa-
ther, and I know that our colleague 
here probably wants to talk about her 
dad, who was also in the war. 

With that, I really appreciate your 
words, and I really think that all of us 
should be encouraging our veterans to 
talk about their experiences so the 
younger generation does know about 
it. 

Mr. PALLONE. I appreciate your 
comments, and, I, again, appreciate the 
fact that you have introduced this res-
olution and that we are moving it 
today. 

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam 
Speaker, my father, again, and it’s so 
good to hear us talk about the genera-
tion that has come before us, my father 
was actually in a submarine in the 
South Pacific during World War II. 
Like many of our fathers, mine only 
recently has begun to really tell us 
what went on and those experiences as 
he was fighting for our country back 
during World War II. 

I am so appreciative of my colleague 
and friend, Mrs. MCCARTHY, for bring-
ing this to our attention. I hope that at 
some point we can take the same op-
portunity to honor those who have 
served in those submarines, not only 
during World War II, but today. It is a 
dangerous service and clearly these 
men love their country and are willing 
to do what it takes to defend the rights 
and to keep our country free. 

Again, I appreciate the gentlewoman 
from New York in bringing this bill 
forward and any support that we can 
bring to it. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Kansas (Mrs. 
BOYDA) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 42, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

AMENDMENT PROCESS FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 1433, THE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA HOUSE 
VOTING RIGHTS ACT OF 2007 

(Mr. WELCH of Vermont asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam 
Speaker, the Rules Committee intends 
to meet this week to grant a rule 
which may structure the amendment 
process for floor consideration of H.R. 
1433, the District of Columbia House 
Voting Rights Act of 2007. 

Members who wish to offer an amend-
ment to this bill should submit 55 cop-
ies of the amendment and a brief de-
scription of the amendment to the 
Rules Committee in H–312 in the Cap-
itol no later than 10 a.m. on Wednes-
day, March 21. 

Amendments should be drafted to the 
bill as introduced. A copy of that bill is 
posted on the Web site of the Rules 
Committee. Amendments should be 
drafted by Legislative Counsel and also 
should be reviewed by the Office of the 
Parliamentarian to be sure that the 
amendments comply with the rules of 
the House. Members are also strongly 
encouraged to submit their amend-
ments to the Congressional Budget Of-
fice for analysis regarding possible 
PAYGO violations. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 1227, GULF COAST HURRI-
CANE HOUSING RECOVERY ACT 
OF 2007 

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam 
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 254 and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 254 

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1227) to assist 
in the provision of affordable housing to low- 
income families affected by Hurricane 
Katrina. The first reading of the bill shall be 
dispensed with. All points of order against 
consideration of the bill are waived except 
those arising under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. 
General debate shall be confined to the bill 
and shall not exceed one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chairman and 
ranking minority member of the Committee 
on Financial Services. After general debate 

the bill shall be considered for amendment 
under the five-minute rule. The amendment 
in the nature of a substitute recommended 
by the Committee on Financial Services now 
printed in the bill, modified by the amend-
ment printed in part A of the report of the 
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution, shall be considered as adopted in the 
House and in the Committee of the Whole. 
The bill, as amended, shall be considered as 
the original bill for the purpose of further 
amendment under the five-minute rule and 
shall be considered as read. All points of 
order against provisions in the bill, as 
amended, are waived. Notwithstanding 
clause 11 of rule XVIII, no further amend-
ment to the bill, as amended, shall be in 
order except those printed in part B of the 
report of the Committee on Rules. Each fur-
ther amendment may be offered only in the 
order printed in the report, may be offered 
only by a Member designated in the report, 
shall be considered as read, shall be debat-
able for the time specified in the report 
equally divided and controlled by the pro-
ponent and an opponent, shall not be subject 
to amendment, and shall not be subject to a 
demand for division of the question in the 
House or in the Committee of the Whole. All 
points of order against such further amend-
ments are waived except those arising under 
clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. At the conclusion 
of consideration of the bill for amendment 
the Committee shall rise and report the bill, 
as amended, to the House with such further 
amendments as may have been adopted. The 
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the bill and amendments thereto to 
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions. 

SEC. 2. During consideration in the House 
of H.R. 1227 pursuant to this resolution, not-
withstanding the operation of the previous 
question, the Chair may postpone further 
consideration of the bill to a time designated 
by the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Vermont (Mr. WELCH) is 
recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam 
Speaker, for the purpose of debate 
only, I yield the customary 30 minutes 
to the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART). All time yield-
ed during consideration of the rule is 
for debate only. 

I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

(Mr. WELCH of Vermont asked and 
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.) 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam 

Speaker, I also ask unanimous consent 
that all Members be given 5 legislative 
days in which to revise and extend 
their remarks on House Resolution 254. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Vermont? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam 

Speaker, House Resolution 254 provides 
for the consideration of H.R. 1227, the 
Gulf Coast Hurricane Housing Recov-
ery Act of 2007, under a structured rule. 

The rule provides 60 minutes of gen-
eral debate, equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking 
minority member of the Committee on 
Financial Services, and the rule waives 
all points of order against consider-

ation of the bill except clauses 9 and 10 
of rule XXI. 

The rule provides that the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services now printed in the 
bill, modified by the amendment print-
ed in part A of the Rules Committee re-
port, shall be considered as adopted. 

The bill, as amended, shall be consid-
ered as an original bill for the purpose 
of amendment and shall be considered 
as read. The rule waives all points of 
order to provisions of the bill, as 
amended. 

The rule makes in order seven 
amendments printed in part B of the 
Rules Committee report. Each amend-
ment may be offered only in the order 
printed in the report and by the Mem-
ber designated in the report. The 
amendments are considered as read, 
are debatable for the time specified, 
are not subject to amendment and are 
not divisible. All points of order 
against the amendments except, again, 
those in clauses 9 and 10 of rule XXI are 
waived. 

Finally, the rule does provide one 
motion to recommit with or without 
instructions. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
the rule which makes in order nearly 
all of the amendments that were 
brought to the Rules Committee. Even 
though many on our side had concerns 
about the intent and effect of certain 
provisions in the amendments, the 
Rules Committee, with the rec-
ommendation of the Chair of the Fi-
nancial Services Committee, voted to 
allow the House to debate the amend-
ments and let the votes fall as they 
may. 

Besides the manager’s amendment, 
the rule makes in order more Repub-
lican amendments, actually, than 
Democratic ones, four Republican and 
three Democratic amendments. The 
few amendments that were not made in 
order by the rule were either with-
drawn, determined to be nongermane, 
or had already been voted on earlier by 
the House. 

The rule also provides extensive time 
for debate on each amendment so that 
the House can have a very vigorous dis-
cussion on each of them. Under this 
rule, each of the amendments is debat-
able for 20 minutes. Two of the amend-
ments are debatable for an hour each. 

Chairman FRANK came before our 
committee and testified that we should 
allow considerable time to debate each 
of these amendments on their merits 
and allow the views of all Members to 
be heard, even if that meant that we 
have to work late into the evening. 

The Rules Committee agreed with 
the chairman, and I am pleased to 
bring forth this very even-handed rule. 

Madam Speaker, as you know, Hurri-
cane Katrina made landfall on August 
25, 2005, followed by Hurricane Rita on 
September 24 and Hurricane Wilma on 
October 24, 2005, causing extraor-
dinarily heavy loss of life and disloca-
tion of thousands of families. Hurri-
cane Katrina alone devastated 90,000 
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