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know what we are filling out. So what 
we are doing here is not only citing the 
problem, but setting the road to recov-
ery of that problem as well by coming 
up with a comprehensible system of 
paying our taxes. 

While that is incomprehensible, how 
you fill out your taxes, what is not in-
comprehensible is the fact that we 
have been paying and spending far too 
much in the Federal Government for 
far too long. The American family real-
izes that they have to live within their 
means, that they have only so much of 
a paycheck each week and they have to 
make sure that that goes as far as 
their expenses, and they can’t spend 
any more than that. 

The Federal Government, as we 
know, does that every day, spends far 
more than they take in. That is what 
the American public doesn’t under-
stand. If the American public has to 
live within their means, why doesn’t 
the Federal Government have to do so? 
The initiative that we are talking 
about here would say, balance our 
budget, be just like American families 
at home, and live within our means. 

The final point is this: We have 
talked in the past, also on this floor, 
with regard to ethics, and I may be 
wrong but I think it was in an article 
in The Washington Post that said, why 
are we exceeding our spending and why 
do we have these ethical problems on K 
Street and the like? And one of the rea-
sons they said, and this references the 
point that the gentleman from Iowa 
said before, is because we exceed our 
constitutional authority, as Mr. KING 
was pointing out; that we spend in 
areas that the Constitution never per-
mitted us to do in the first place. 

The Washington Post article made 
the same reference. If we live within 
our means, live within the constitu-
tional boundaries, we would meet the 
objectives of the American family. 

I see by the clock on the wall we are 
coming to the end of the time. And I 
appreciate the gentlewoman’s work in 
this area. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from New Jersey 
and I thank all of my colleagues for 
joining me. 

The American Taxpayer Bill of 
Rights, this is something we are push-
ing forward to the forefront. Over the 
past 60 years an enormous bureaucracy 
has been built. Our Democrat friends 
continue to want to feed that bureauc-
racy. We say, it is time for the spend-
ing, it is time for the increased taxing, 
to stop. They had power for 2 days 
when they raised your spending. They 
had power for 2 weeks when they raised 
your taxes. The American taxpayer de-
serves a break. 

House.gov/hensarling/rsc, the fiscally 
responsible Republican Study Com-
mittee has proposed the American Tax-
payer Bill of Rights. 

OVERSIGHT AND ACCOUNTABILITY 
IN GOVERNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PERLMUTTER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 18, 2007, the 
gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. SUTTON) 
is recognized for 60 minutes. 

Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
honor to be here today with some of 
the other Members who were newly 
elected just a few months ago. And, 
boy, it was a few months ago, but we 
have been making strides. And we are 
here to report to the American people 
the steps that we have taken to in-
crease the oversight and accountability 
of this government. 

I am sure that, like many of my col-
leagues who were elected, one of the 
reasons I am here, I came to Congress 
to clean up the culture of corruption 
that had so flourished under the Re-
publican leadership in previous Con-
gresses. And to that end, on the very 
first day that I was here, it was my 
honor to proudly cast a vote to end an 
era of corruption in this Capitol and to 
begin to change the way this Congress 
is doing business. To make it such that 
this Congress begins to enact policies 
that benefit the American people rath-
er than just the special interests and 
the privileged few. 

We took aim at the corruption and 
the abuses because it was a necessary 
prerequisite to creating policies that 
benefit all Americans. And people were 
tired. People were tired back in Ohio. 

I have the privilege to represent peo-
ple who are the salt of the Earth. But 
we saw both at the State level and the 
Federal level scandal after scandal. 
Scandals of public officials being 
bought off by special interests, public 
officials abusing power, and Republican 
leadership and officials neglecting to 
provide oversight. 

Democrats, in the very first hours of 
this new Congress, they severed the 
links between those who would buy in-
fluence on Capitol Hill and those who 
would, unfortunately, willingly sell it 
and create and facilitate this culture of 
corruption that the American people 
have had to suffer under. We acted to 
clean up that corruption that eroded 
the public trust and resulted in far too 
many policies, as I said, that just bene-
fited the few at the expense of the 
many. 

We have begun and we have contin-
ued to restore oversight and account-
ability since that first day in our gov-
ernment through hearings and greater 
transparency, through initiatives that 
we have enacted and we continue to 
enact. And this strong congressional 
oversight in the 110th Congress has dra-
matically reversed years of neglect of 
the constitutional role of the Congress 
in providing oversight of Federal ac-
tivities. 

The American people have had 
enough. They have suffered enough 
from the lack of oversight. And I am so 
happy to be here with my new col-
leagues in this role to clean it up. 

Just to name a couple of things, and 
then I am going to pass it off to some 

of my freshmen colleagues, but if we 
just go through a list and you can pick 
up on any of these subjects because, 
sadly, there are so many areas where 
the past Congress had been delinquent, 
and we have already had to move to 
act. 

The war in Iraq, between the House 
and the Senate since we took the lead-
ership in this body, since we became 
the majority under the leadership of 
Speaker NANCY PELOSI, there have been 
more than 97 oversight hearings that 
have looked into the conduct of the 
Iraq War. And certainly that was some-
thing that the American people made 
loud and clear, when they elected this 
new majority, that they desired. 

And, sadly, in the wake of revela-
tions of inadequate care and conditions 
for wounded soldiers at Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center, both the House 
and the Senate have launched inves-
tigations and hearings into those mat-
ters. 

We are also looking at the political 
ramifications of actions taken with 
U.S. attorneys and the linkage of im-
proper phone calls from Republican 
Members of Congress and senior staff 
that forced resignations of those U.S. 
attorneys. 

The Hurricane Katrina response, we 
heard a lot right after the hurricane, 
after we saw the tragedy, not just the 
natural tragedy, but the tragedy in the 
lack of response of this government; 
and we heard a lot about how we were 
going to take that seriously from the 
last Congress. And now, because they 
didn’t do that, we have been called 
upon and we have answered and House 
committees are looking into the hous-
ing and health care crisis that persists 
after that bungled response to the gulf 
coast disaster. 

And we are also looking at and ad-
dressing the many aspects of the cli-
mate crisis and our dependence on non-
renewable fuels from foreign sources. 
Investigations, hearings, initiatives 
that are long overdue. And, of course, 
there are many, many upcoming hear-
ings. 

And at this point what I would like 
to do is, I would like to yield to my 
friend from Minnesota, Representative 
ELLISON, to hear what you think about 
some of these things that we have been 
doing in this new Congress. 

Mr. ELLISON. Congresswoman SUT-
TON, it is a great honor to be here with 
you tonight together with our other 
colleagues in the freshman class who 
will be speaking in just a moment be-
cause I think it is important that the 
American people know that the fresh-
man members of the Democratic Cau-
cus came to this Congress, not to oc-
cupy space, not to warm a seat, but to 
create positive change for the Amer-
ican people, to project a vision, a vi-
sion of inclusion, of a generosity of 
fairness, a vision that says that this 
economy should be one where every-
body can be successful. 

This government should be one where 
everyone has access, not just lobbyists 
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and the privileged few, a system of gov-
ernment that people can feel proud of 
and not have to be worried that privi-
leged individuals might be lining their 
pockets at the expense of the American 
people. 

We came here on November 7. We 
were elected here by the American peo-
ple because the American people, the 
finest people, have the right to feel 
good about their government, not cyn-
ical, not despondent, not despairing, 
but good and positive, who would say, 
Do you know what? I trust my govern-
ment. I feel that my government is 
doing the right thing. We can do no 
less than to take up that charge. 

We have to say the American people 
have a right to feel that their govern-
ment is operating for the public good 
and in their best interests. And to that 
end, I am proud to be associated with 
this Democratic majority that from 
the very beginning began to signal 
change with the 100 hours program. 
The 100 hours program is not all that 
we are going to do, but, Mr. Speaker, 
we had to tell the American people 
that we are about business from the 
very beginning. We had to signal 
change from the very beginning. 

We had to let them know that we 
care about the affordability of a col-
lege education by cutting student loan 
interest rates; we care about our sen-
iors by making sure that we get a pre-
scription drug benefit that actually 
helps our seniors by allowing Medicare 
to negotiate. 

We did a 100 hours program that said, 
we are going to raise the minimum 
wage; we are going to stop the oil and 
gas subsidies and put the money into 
renewable energy. We had to signal 
change. 

That is not all we are going to do. We 
are just getting started. But we had to 
do something soon, something quick, 
something early, in the very beginning, 
so that the American people will know 
that we are putting money on the 
table. This is an earnest commitment 
to the American people to do real gov-
ernment, real change that they can feel 
good about. 

So what I want to talk about very 
briefly tonight is how important it is 
and how happy I am that the Demo-
cratic Congress has taken steps regard-
ing this scandal about the U.S. attor-
neys. The United States attorneys are 
members of our government under the 
executive branch whose job it is to do 
good, to promote justice. They are 
ministers of justice. They are not just 
lawyers who are entitled to advocate 
for their clients. Their job is higher. 
Their job is to do the right thing. Nei-
ther fear nor favor should influence 
them. Neither concern about their job 
nor worry about who is not going to 
like it should influence their behavior. 
They should enforce the law and pro-
tect the American people. 

So when it came to light that U.S. 
attorneys that had had good rec-
ommendations, eight of them, were 
summarily fired with no explanation, 

and then when the explanations did 
come, their reputations were be-
smirched—they said that they were not 
good workers, that they were not good 
employees of the State, not carrying 
out an excellent mission for the people 
of the districts that they were charged 
to represent—I think people started 
getting a little nervous. Wait a minute. 
Why besmirch these people? Why put 
them down? What have they done that 
was wrong? 

And what we began to find as the 
common thread between these U.S. at-
torneys is that these individuals, 
though Republican appointees, took 
their charge to promote respect for law 
and took their charge to protect the 
American people seriously. And some 
of them prosecuted corruption cases, 
and that brought them into disfavor 
with the administration. 

b 2045 

As the facts just keep on leaking out, 
they don’t look good. They don’t look 
good. It appears, it appears that polit-
ical decisions were brought to bear in 
this scandal with regard to the U.S. At-
torneys. In fact, one of the U.S. Attor-
neys was one of the people who pros-
ecuted Mr. Duke Cunningham, and 
somehow ended up getting fired. My 
goodness. Don’t we want to get rid of 
corruption in government? Don’t we 
want a clean government? Why would 
you bring the hammer on somebody 
who did that, unless you didn’t nec-
essarily want the even hand of the law 
to be applied, you wanted it to be tilted 
one way or another. Justice must be 
blind, Mr. Speaker. 

Then what else did we see? One of the 
calls that was made from as high as the 
White House was that these folks are 
not going after immigration cases or 
going after voter fraud cases enough. 
Wait a minute. Doesn’t the prosecutor 
make decisions? Isn’t prosecutorial dis-
cretion a hallmark of our legal system? 
Wait a minute. These people are 
charged with protecting us from drug 
dealers, killers, bank robbers and peo-
ple who commit acts of terrorism. 

These people are charged with pro-
tecting us from defrauders, stealers, 
thieves, embezzlers, and yet somebody 
on a political basis is trying to force 
them to focus in one area or another? 
They have finite resources to prosecute 
the cases and protect the people. They 
have to make a determination as to 
what is most important to protect our 
seniors from identity thieves, to pro-
tect our neighborhoods from drug deal-
ers and meth makers. And yet they 
were put under scrutiny and fired, it 
appears, and the evidence is still com-
ing in, because they wouldn’t play ball 
with people in the administration. 

This is scary business. This is not a 
good thing. And it goes to the very 
heart of restoring accountability to 
Washington. It goes to the very soul of 
whether we have a fair justice system 
and whether justice is blind. 

Mr. Speaker, I am very concerned 
about that, and I want to urge the 

American people to continue to insist 
that all the facts come out. We have to 
know. Justice must be served, and it 
must be served with these U.S. Attor-
neys, because if the people whose job it 
is, the ministers of justice, cannot be 
comfortable in doing their work, then 
what can the rest of us who need their 
services expect? 

Let me just make one point, and this 
has to do with the questions around the 
prosecution of Mr. Scooter Libby. He 
was found guilty of four out of five 
counts just last week, and we hear 
there are linkages to the Vice Presi-
dent. We hear many people are calling 
him a ‘‘fall guy,’’ signaling there may 
be more people involved. 

I think that it is very important that 
if we are going to insist upon account-
ability in Washington, that there be no 
pardons. I am very concerned that 
there could be a pardon in this situa-
tion that would render him not willing 
to tell all that he knows. 

We need to know how bad this thing 
is. In the U.S. Attorney issue we found 
out it was Harriet Miers, the very per-
son the President wanted to be on the 
United States Supreme Court, who said 
fire them all. 

It is very important we get to the 
bottom of this, because, as I started 
with, the American people have every 
right to know what their government 
is doing and to trust in and feel good 
about their government. It is not a 
question of public relations, it is a 
matter of substance. 

So I will yield back to my colleague, 
Congresswoman BETTY SUTTON, who 
has been leading us in so many excel-
lent ways, who has been doing such a 
fine job, and with whom I am so hon-
ored to be associated in this Congress. 
We have other excellent Members join-
ing us tonight and they are going to 
tell the story. I just want to say I am 
proud to be associated with these ma-
jority makers, these difference makers, 
these people who believe that the 
American people have a right to be-
lieve in their government, and the only 
way to do it is to restore account-
ability to Washington. 

Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the distinguished gentleman from Min-
nesota, and I thank him for his service 
on the Judiciary Committee. I think it 
is with heartfelt appreciation, not only 
on behalf of myself, but on behalf of 
the people that I represent, that I am 
grateful that you sit on the Judiciary 
Committee, where you are going to 
provide the oversight and the account-
ability on the issues that you brought 
forward here tonight. 

You are right, that there is nothing 
more important than restoring the 
trust of the people we represent in this 
government. And it is not the end in 
and of itself, but it is essential, to both 
the substance and the spirit of what we 
do. The corruption has hurt the Amer-
ican people in so many ways. So this 
oversight and accountability is sorely 
needed, long overdue. 

With that, I would like to recognize 
another distinguished gentleman from 
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the State of Minnesota who we are 
honored to have join us this evening, a 
new Member of Congress, somebody 
who came here to change the direction 
of this country, to take us in a new and 
positive, honest direction, Mr. TIM 
WALZ. What do you think about all 
this? 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. First of all, 
I thank the gentlewoman. I thank you 
for your leadership. I thank you for 
your optimism. I thank you for your 
service to our country and all of our 
colleagues here. 

Every time we come and stand on 
this floor, it is an overwhelming feel-
ing. It is an overwhelming sense of the 
greatness of this Nation, as well as the 
responsibility that goes with standing 
here. Each and every one of us rep-
resents over 600,000 Americans. Their 
hopes and dreams rest on what we do in 
this building. This is the most serious 
task we can ever undertake. 

As we talk about restoring account-
ability and restoring trust, nothing is 
more important. Nothing shapes this 
Nation more than what we do here. 
And as we reflect the great values that 
have made America the country that it 
is, we need to make sure that it is 
being done in the way that the Ameri-
cans want it to be done. They don’t 
care about the partisan ideology. What 
they care about is results. 

I hear a lot of talk that actions are 
what matter. I watched for the last 
hour as our friends talked about a very 
important subject across the aisle be-
fore we came on. They talked about fis-
cal responsibility. They are absolutely 
right, that is something that must be 
restored. This Nation’s hopes and 
dreams and the investments we make 
in our children and grandchildren are 
going to be largely determined by how 
we handle the fiscal responsibility put 
on us. 

The only thing I find curious about 
the discussion is that our friends are so 
convinced that nothing works in here 
they seem to have forgotten to men-
tion that they have been the majority 
party for 12 years. They seem to have 
forgotten to mention that they had the 
executive branch for the last 6 years 
and both branches of Congress. 

During that time, we saw record sur-
pluses turn into record deficits. We 
now have a $9 trillion national debt. 
We have seen the largest growth in 
government in a generation. And we 
have seen services provided to the peo-
ple shrink and fees increase. 

So I guess, coming from a high school 
classroom, sometimes I said it is al-
ways very important, those actions 
matter. Everyone wants to do well and 
everybody wants to talk about it, but 
what happens in here truly matters. 

We have seen the culture of corrup-
tion. What I call it is the permanent 
vacation that Congress was on. Most 
people realize that the past Congress 
worked the fewest number of days 
since the do-nothing Congress of 1948. 
While we were passing the 100-hour 
agenda and the things you heard from 

our friend from Minnesota, all of the 
things that we accomplished, the pre-
vious Congress met for one day in Jan-
uary of 2006. 

There is a stark contrast here. You 
are absolutely right. We were sent to 
this floor to do the people’s bidding, 
not in a partisan manner but in a way 
that was open, accountable, trans-
parent and actually got the results 
that we were looking for. 

I wanted the opportunity tonight to 
come here and illustrate a couple of 
things how we are doing business dif-
ferently, how things have changed in 
Congress and how these things are tan-
gible, and I am going to bring a couple 
of these that are very near and dear to 
my heart. 

One is about a project back in my 
district, if I could, Congresswoman, il-
lustrate this just for the people. I will 
give a little background on it. Because 
this project had the potential to be the 
single largest taxpayer loan to a pri-
vate entity in the history of this Na-
tion, and most people, even in my dis-
trict, until it was brought to light, 
knew almost nothing about it. 

There was a railroad that came from 
outside the State of Minnesota that 
was planning on doing that was very 
important, building rail infrastructure. 
All of us agree in southern Minnesota 
that it is needed. We need to move our 
commodities to market, we have a bur-
geoning ethanol industry that needs to 
move our product, and we also have the 
need to move coal and other commod-
ities on this railroad. 

Well, this railroad tried for nearly a 
decade to try and secure private fi-
nancing for this project. It failed to do 
so. Late in 2005, a program to give 
loans to railroads all of a sudden found 
an extra $32 billion in this program. It 
was written in by a Senator in the mid-
dle of the night in conference com-
mittee with specific parameters that 
would only apply to this railroad to get 
this loan. 

This was done in the dark of night. 
The finances were kept private and out 
of the public eye, and the decision was 
going to be made after that conference 
committee by a set of appointed offi-
cials at the Department of Transpor-
tation. 

Now, that in itself is bad enough in 
the culture of corruption. But it gets 
worse. Nine months prior to that Sen-
ator writing that in there, that Sen-
ator was a paid lobbyist, and as hard as 
it is to believe, for that very railroad. 
He is elected to the Senate and he puts 
this in here. 

No one is doubting that we need rail. 
What this situation did and what it il-
lustrated perfectly was when govern-
ment is done badly, no matter what the 
intention was, it starts a domino effect 
of distrust and bad decisions. 

This railroad was going to increase 
rail traffic up to 36 coal trains a day 
possibly, one mile long, and it was 
going to run by the single largest pri-
vate employer already in my district, 
210 feet away. That private employer 

was the world famous Mayo Clinic. De-
cisions were not allowed for mitiga-
tion, decisions were not allowed to 
make sure the impact and the safety of 
the thousands of patients that traveled 
were addressed. This was a case of spe-
cial interest and their lobbying friends 
allowing something to happen that the 
people of the district had very little 
say in. 

I was told all along, it is the railroad 
and it is the way it is. There is nothing 
you can do. They are going to be ap-
proved for the loan and they are going 
to start building. 

My question was that I refused to be-
lieve that this body would allow that 
to happen. I refused to believe that the 
public’s elected official for their dis-
trict would not have the opportunity 
to see the financial situation of the 
railroad, as well as the safety, which, 
by the way, ranked 43 out of 44 in safe-
ty, with one being the best. 

So upon coming to Congress in Janu-
ary, working bipartisanly across the 
aisle with our friends, I put forward a 
bill that would ask that this be evalu-
ated for credit, that this be looked at 
and see what the finances were, and see 
if the American people’s money was 
being put at risk. 

To put this into context, when Chrys-
ler needed to receive a government 
loan to stay afloat in the early 1980s, 
this loan was over twice as big than 
that. That loan for Chrysler was de-
bated for 3 weeks on the floor openly 
before it was finally voted on and strict 
requirements for its payback put into 
place. 

Well, I am happy to say that the Fed-
eral Railroad Administration and the 
Department of Transportation looked 
at those finances again and determined 
that this was not creditworthy and was 
not worthy of a risk to the American 
taxpayers. 

Now, to ensure that this never hap-
pens again, we have taken it one step 
further and passed a bill that Congress 
must cosign. If we ever try and do this 
again with $1 billion or more of tax-
payer money on a Department of 
Transportation loan, it is going to 
come in front of this body and we are 
going to get a vote and we are going to 
ask the questions. Is there a need for 
public investment into our infrastruc-
ture? Absolutely. Is there a need for ex-
panded rail travel? Absolutely. Is there 
a right of private business to come to 
the government looking for some help 
so that they can build that infrastruc-
ture and profit? Absolutely. But it 
must be done in the light of day. It 
must be done with the approval of the 
American people’s elected representa-
tive so that they can have the ability 
to decide if it was right or if it was 
wrong, and they will decide that in the 
way they vote in 2 years. 

So, within 2 months, this Congress is 
starting to take those responsibilities. 
They are starting to ask those ques-
tions and we are starting to see 
progress. I can absolutely assure you, 
and I may never be able to prove this, 
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but I had to think had there not been 
a change to Congress, had there not 
been a new focus on trust and account-
ability and a new way of doing busi-
ness, we maybe would have never seen 
the light of day on this. 

So the people are served well, we 
have the people’s interests at heart, 
and now we can move forward with a 
much more responsible plan. 

So I applaud the Congresswoman for 
bringing us together. I know we each 
have several more opportunities to il-
lustrate these. But I hope this one 
shows the American people, this is not 
a partisan issue. This is common sense. 
This is right and wrong. And I applaud 
those Members on the other side of the 
aisle that came to us and said, you are 
absolutely right, this is the way it 
should be done. 

I yield back to the gentlewoman. 
Ms. SUTTON. I thank the distin-

guished gentleman from Minnesota, 
and I thank you for your leadership, 
and for that example of how public pol-
icy can work for the people, that it 
doesn’t have to be the way that it has 
been. You point out an important 
point. 

b 2100 

In the first 100 hours, when we took 
steps to clean up some of the unfortu-
nate practices that have happened in 
the past and to change some of the re-
sulting policies or the failure to enact 
some good policies, when we actually 
brought those measures to the floor 
under this new Democratic leadership, 
we did enjoy broad bipartisan support 
for many of those measures. 

This is not just a Democratic agenda, 
this is about the people’s agenda. That 
is what this House is about. I am glad, 
with the leadership we have, we are 
now getting the people’s agenda on this 
floor so that people from both parties 
have the chance to deliver the kind of 
public policy that will help the people 
they are sent here to serve. 

At this point, I would like to yield to 
a new Member in this Congress, a tre-
mendous leader, a woman who has 
shown unwavering dedication and com-
mitment to the people she was sent 
here to serve, Representative SHEA- 
PORTER from the State of New Hamp-
shire. 

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
was interested in hearing from Mem-
bers on the other side speak about the 
money we needed to save and the debt 
we have, because it was the Republican 
administration that drove us into the 
greatest deficits in history. Indeed, 
they are the reason I am standing here 
today. 

I am a social worker by profession, 
and for years I noticed things were get-
ting worse and worse for the middle 
class. I kept saying the middle class is 
stumbling and the poor have fallen, be-
cause while the very wealthy were en-
joying the tax breaks, thanks to this 
administration, the middle class was 
trying to figure out if they had enough 
money to go to the movies on Friday 

night and have money for pizza. Indeed, 
this is the first time we have seen this 
great, great difference in the rich and 
the poor since the time of the Titanic. 
Wages have been flat for several years 
now. 

The American public understands 
this. This is not a Republican issue, it 
is not a Democratic issue, it is an issue 
about protecting the middle class, 
building the middle class, and bringing 
the poor so we do not have a perma-
nent underclass in this country. The 
way to do that is to make sure we have 
a fair tax system, and we have to have 
accountability and oversight to make 
sure that we do. 

We know that the tax breaks have 
gone to the top 1 percent for too long. 
So this drove me to Congress, looking 
at this; and the final, final nail in the 
coffin was looking at what happened 
after Hurricane Katrina because even if 
the administration could not find it in 
their hearts to take care of the people 
of Katrina, where was the homeland se-
curity? 

When you look at Louisiana, you re-
alize there is a port there. Gas and oil 
are there. Our food, our grains come 
there. Seventy percent of the grain 
passes through there. Certainly that is 
a vulnerable area. We heard that we 
were spending all of this money for 
homeland security and for programs to 
protect the American people. But when 
Hurricane Katrina hit, the American 
Government was missing in action 
with the exception of our military, and 
I give them great credit for what they 
did. 

I know this because I went there not 
once, but twice. It was very frightening 
to see that the Federal Government 
was missing in action. And then the 
extra insult of having to listen on tele-
vision while they were praising each 
other for the good job they did. They 
didn’t bring the resources to the Amer-
ican people. They didn’t have the 
money to bring the resources to the 
American people. 

Where is the money? That is why we 
are here in Washington, to find out 
where is the money for the programs 
that the American people need, that we 
must have to protect us. 

I looked at Iraq. I went there a cou-
ple of weeks ago. I looked at the con-
tractors there personally. There are 
more than 100,000 contractors in Iraq 
for 133,000 soldiers; some more now, we 
had over 100,000 contractors. 

The American public knows this 
word so well, Halliburton. The Amer-
ican people understand what has hap-
pened to the money. Every child born 
today has a birth tax of about $29,000. 
Think about that. We went from a 
budget surplus to the greatest deficit 
in history, borrowing money from 
Communist China along the way to pay 
our bills, which is a security risk that 
all Americans understand, and every 
child born today owes about $29,000 be-
fore he or she draws their first breath. 
This is an outrage, and we need to turn 
this around. 

Like the rest of my freshman class, 
this propelled me to run. I had never 
even run for office in elementary 
school or high school. I was a social 
worker. I taught politics. Yes, I got in-
volved in politics, but never envisioned 
myself here. And it is a tremendous 
honor to be on the floor and to be able 
to protect and speak up for the Amer-
ican people. 

But we have an obligation to, first of 
all, provide programs that lift the poor 
and the middle class, to make sure that 
the wealthy pay their fair share; and 
we have an obligation to be fiscally 
conservative, and we can do that by 
good fiscal oversight and account-
ability. That has been missing for 
many years. 

We are having more hearings now 
looking at various aspects. I serve on 
the Armed Services Committee. It was 
a shock to me to find out that we did 
not have the equipment we need and 
that the soldiers were suffering so. 

Again, we can talk about Walter 
Reed. We had a week last week about 
that. Who could leave a soldier in 
rooms that had mold? Who could leave 
soldiers unattended and untreated? If 
we are going to honor our soldiers, we 
need to honor our commitments to the 
soldiers, and it is not right to say if we 
can afford to. When we put them into 
battle, we make sure that our commit-
ment will be to care for them. Once 
they say they are going to serve us, it 
is our obligation to serve them. 

It is truly an honor to be here and to 
be able to be working for the people of 
my own State, New Hampshire, and the 
people of this country. It is an honor to 
be here with such wonderful colleagues 
who are driven by one motive, and that 
is service and patriotism. 

We were campaigning over a year or 
2 years. We heard the message loud and 
clear from the middle class that they 
needed protection. They needed protec-
tion from policies and this administra-
tion that protected the wealthy and 
harmed the middle class. They wanted 
their children to be able to afford col-
lege again because that changed. They 
wanted their children to have the op-
portunities that they had growing up. 

Even rents have gotten so high and 
with wages so flat, adult children have 
to come home to live with their par-
ents. This is not the American way. 
The American way is to be fiscally re-
sponsible and to make sure that oppor-
tunities are available for all. 

I think we have a terrific class with 
wonderful leadership. Speaker PELOSI 
certainly understands the direction 
this country needs to go in. We will do 
the job that the American people sent 
us here to do. 

Ms. SUTTON. I thank the distin-
guished gentlewoman from New Hamp-
shire, and I appreciate your service, as 
do the people I represent, and your 
leadership. 

You bring up so many important 
points. The bad news is that so much 
has gone wrong in the past due to the 
failure of proper oversight and ac-
countability. The good news is that, as 
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you point out, we heard the call of the 
American people for more. We know 
what the expectations are, and we 
know what our responsibility is. And 
every day I am honored to come here 
with you to serve, and knowing that 
that is why we are here in the people’s 
House, to help make those course cor-
rections that will take this country in 
a new direction. 

It is so important to be here tonight 
to talk about that oversight and ac-
countability because it is essential if 
we are to make those course correc-
tions, whether it be one of the points 
you make about the growing income 
and inequality, which is at record lev-
els. We are losing the middle class. 
There are many, many things that we 
can do and we have already done, and 
we have talked about some of them 
today in the opening hours of Congress 
when we increased the minimum wage, 
when we made college education more 
accessible and more affordable, when 
we expanded research and development 
into alternative fuels which will pro-
vide us not only with a way to deal 
with an environmental imperative, but 
also as a security issue we have to ad-
dress that, and our dependence on for-
eign oil. 

Also, it provides us with opportunity 
for jobs today and tomorrow for the 
people out there because one of the 
other ways that Congress can show its 
oversight and accountability commit-
ment, and I expect that we will because 
we heard a lot about this on the cam-
paign trail from the American people, 
is on the issue of trade because we are 
losing jobs and our trade policies are 
not working for the American people 
and American businesses in the way 
that they should. 

So I am confident that one of the 
things that we are going to do is exer-
cise our constitutional responsibility 
to deal with trade and make sure what-
ever trade model we have—and we are 
for trade, and I hope to get to the day 
in the early days of this coming Con-
gress, or later on in this Congress, that 
we can vote for a trade policy that will 
truly lift up American workers as well 
as workers abroad, and that we will be 
able to vote for a trade policy that has 
environmental standards that benefit 
America and this world. 

There are so many options that we 
can do. There are so many things that 
we can do. We can have a trade policy 
with enforceability to stop the unfair 
manipulation and unfair trade prac-
tices. These are all matters of account-
ability and oversight, and this Con-
gress I know is committed to producing 
that. 

Now I want to again yield to my good 
friend, the gentleman from Minnesota, 
because another point that the distin-
guished gentlewoman from New Hamp-
shire brought up was the issue of our 
veterans and what we are doing and not 
doing to serve our veterans who have 
served us so nobly. 

So I yield to Representative WALZ 
who has some charts that he is going to 
share with the American people. 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I think it is important to illustrate 
to the American people exactly what 
we are talking about when account-
ability and oversight fail. There are 
ramifications. Some may go unnoticed; 
others are absolutely horrific. 

In the past several weeks, we have 
seen one of those examples. And the 
sad part is most people were not sur-
prised. Most people have looked at this 
issue. 

I want to talk about accountability 
and oversight. This Congress and our 
leadership are making sure we get our 
job done here. They are working us 5 
days a week most weeks. My constitu-
ents back home, they don’t have a lot 
of sympathy when they hear we are 
working Monday through Friday in the 
Capitol. That is what we were elected 
to do. That is what we were hired to do 
in their name. 

I hear my friends on the other side of 
the aisle talk about, what do we have 
to do the whole time we are here? We 
are not voting the whole time, and the 
answer is, do our job providing over-
sight and accountability. Keep in mind, 
the entire last Congress had 30 over-
sight hearings. In the first 8 weeks, we 
have had 100. 

Getting the job done for the Amer-
ican people means acting as a coequal 
branch in the responsibility of being 
fiscally responsible with their money, 
putting policy forward that benefits ev-
eryone, and making sure that the fol-
low through is done on that. 

I want to mention something as it 
pertains to our veterans and let people 
understand where this starts exactly. 
Make no mistake about budgets, budg-
ets are far more than accounting. We 
hear our friends on the other side of 
the aisle talk about accounting and 
putting money in Americans’ pockets. 
They talk about they have never met 
anyone who did their own taxes. 

Well, I came to this Congress 
straight from the public school class-
room, never having run for elected of-
fice before. I was teaching high school 
geography a few months ago. I can tell 
them on a high school teacher’s salary, 
I was doing my own taxes. 

And when they talk about a budget 
in terms of only being what is left in 
the pocket, they forget that budgets 
are moral documents. They are a re-
flection of our national values. How we 
prioritize those values is an absolute 
reflection of what we believe is most 
important in this Nation. 

Now, I also come to you not just as a 
teacher but as a 24-year veteran of our 
armed services and our Army National 
Guard. I think the highest distinction 
that I could ever claim—at this time, I 
am the highest ranking enlisted soldier 
or servicemember that has ever served 
in this exalted body; it is something 
that I am very proud of. 

Those people who know something 
about the military, I retired as a com-
mand sergeant major. The command 
sergeant major has one responsibility: 
Take care of the troops. Nothing else. 

That means feed them, clothe them, 
pay them, make sure their health is 
taken care of, and train them to com-
plete their mission. That’s what you 
need to do. 

Well, I am now a member of the Vet-
erans Affairs Subcommittee on Over-
sight and Investigation, and what has 
happened at Walter Reed and what is 
going to happen again is not an anom-
aly. It was a decision. It was a decision 
that resulted from a failure in leader-
ship and a bigger failure in account-
ability and oversight. And the saddest 
part about this is, the saddest, most 
tragic part about this was, it was to-
tally avoidable. 

Our veterans’ service organizations, 
from the DAV to the Paralyzed Amer-
ican Veterans, to the Blind Veterans of 
America, to the Legion, all of these or-
ganizations understood what was com-
ing. 

b 2115 

I would like to just talk a little bit 
about, and illustrate, how the budget 
impacted what happened and how the 
lack of leadership and the lack of ac-
countability led to that. 

The chart I have up here is showing 
this is the VA treating many more Iraq 
and Afghanistan war veterans. Every 
soldier who serves in these wars will, 
one day, be a veteran. Now, it does not 
come as a surprise to most Americans, 
since 2003, when the war started in 
Iraq, we have seen a steady increase in 
the number of soldiers that are going 
to be treated. Seems pretty logical. 
Most people anticipated that was going 
to come. 

The number of VA health care pa-
tients in general continued to rise. We 
have an aging generation from our 
World War II veterans to our Korean 
War veterans to our Vietnam veterans. 
They are continuing to rise at a steady 
rate. Every single veteran service orga-
nization predicted this. Every single 
person involved with this predicted 
this. 

Now, we are finding out we have not 
had enough money. We have not cor-
rectly planned ahead to take care of 
the warrior after the war. When you 
choose to fight a war, and make no 
mistake about it, Iraq was a choice, 
you understand you accept full respon-
sibility for those warriors, not for the 
time that they are there, not for the 
time they are treated in a facility like 
Walter Reed, but for the rest of their 
life. 

In falling short on this, here is how 
we are going to make up for it. If you 
will look at our copy here, enrollment 
fees, pharmacy copayments and third 
party copayments. This says up here, 
the President’s budget increases fees 
on veterans. Make no mistake about 
the language. This is the President’s 
tax on warriors, period. 

So we saw a situation, increasing 
number of veterans coming back, budg-
ets that were grossly underestimating 
the number, that we would need to try 
and spend the money elsewhere or 
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maybe put the money back in some-
body’s pocket. When I go to my dis-
trict, and I ask them the question, do 
you want a few more dollars in your 
pocket or do you want to make sure 
that warrior has a room that shows the 
dignity that this Nation should pro-
vide, and every single one of them will 
go with the veteran. 

We must have an open debate in this 
Congress about accountability, where 
is this money going to go, where is this 
money going to come from, and I want 
Members who agree with this, that this 
is the way we should do it, to stand in 
front of the mother from Saginaw, 
Michigan, who was at the VA hospital 
in Minneapolis, treating her son with a 
traumatic brain injury, and tell her she 
better get the checkbook out and write 
it out and pay for this because that is 
exactly what has happened here. 

When this Congress chose to not hold 
hearings, to not hold oversight, and to 
not ask the hard questions, they cre-
ated the situation at Walter Reed. 
They created the coming situation on 
our VA system, and this new Congress 
has accepted the responsibility and I, 
as a command sergeant major, retired, 
stand here and say my responsibility 
was to take care of those soldiers in 
my unit. My responsibility now is to 
take care of all of them. 

I have absolute confidence in my col-
leagues that they will provide exactly 
that. That is what accountability 
means. That is what oversight means. 
It is not a gimmick to get reelected. It 
is not cute words, and for those that 
say it is hogwash and pay-as-you-go 
does not matter, I tell them this is 
what matters. Decide how we take care 
of our veterans and let us do it the way 
this Nation knows it should. 

I know we have a few more things to 
go over, but this illustration is one 
that impassions all of us. It is one that 
did not need to happen, but it is one 
that I am optimistic holds the silver 
lining of uniting this Nation over an 
issue we all care about and getting real 
results. 

Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the distinguished gentleman, and we 
thank you for your service both in the 
Congress and in our military. 

At this point, I yield to another dis-
tinguished colleague who has joined us 
on the floor who is a fantastic new 
Member of the Congress, who has 
shown great leadership on many issues, 
Dr. STEVE KAGEN, a representative 
from Wisconsin. 

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, thank you 
and I thank as well TIM for being not 
just a classmate in this great class of 
2006 but also for serving the country 
and speaking out so eloquently and 
forcefully. You do not have to work out 
later like I do. You just had your work-
out. 

But you bring up something that is 
terribly important. These are not just 
words or phrases. The boards are ac-
countability, responsibility. This is 
something that you know from living 
your life as you have that we must do 

not just here in Congress but in our ev-
eryday lives as citizens. 

I am sure you would much rather be 
home teaching and serving your coun-
try as you were, but you were called to 
a higher duty. You were called to come 
here, and it was meant to happen. 

I would like to mention a few things 
about values. I believe that the Presi-
dent has put forward a budget that is a 
reflection of his values and his party’s 
values. Where you spend your money is 
a reflection of your values, and the 
President sought to cut $3.8 billion 
from veterans health care and veterans 
benefits. The President and this admin-
istration was asking our veterans who 
have already earned their benefits to 
pay for them again. Why pay for some-
thing you have already earned? This is 
something that I consider to be dis-
respectful to those who have served in 
harm’s way. 

We will be talking about Iraq in sev-
eral days and several weeks here on 
floor. We will be talking about sup-
porting our troops, not just before they 
go in with adequate training and prepa-
ration and all the armament they need, 
not just during the combat itself, but 
after they come home, they must re-
ceive the care that they deserve in a 
prompt and meaningful fashion. 

I served our veterans for a number of 
years in VA hospitals in Wisconsin and 
Illinois, and I can tell you the VA hos-
pitals are superior, much better today 
than they were in the 1970s and 1980s 
and early 1990s when I was working 
there. They are much better than what 
we saw in Walter Reed, much better, 
but what happened at Walter Reed was 
this infection, if you will, this malfea-
sance, this bad idea, that government 
cannot help people. It is called privat-
ization. 

We should not privatize the health 
care of our veterans unless you are 
going to offer every veteran who served 
in harm’s way with a card and say, 
here you go, soldier, you served in 
harm’s way, you covered our back, now 
we have got yours; go to any doctor, 
any pharmacy, any hospital of your 
choice, we have got you covered. 

Well, we are not ready to do that yet, 
are we? This administration has to 
come to understand there is a better 
way. Our class of 2006 represents Amer-
ica’s hope, hope for a positive change 
and new direction, not just in veterans 
health care but in health care for every 
citizen in this country. I believe that is 
what we have to offer. 

Ms. SUTTON. I thank the distin-
guished gentleman and both of you, the 
gentleman from Minnesota as well, 
who point out so eloquently the re-
sponsibility that we have when we put 
forth a budget. 

I am honored as a freshman Member 
of this Congress to have the honor to 
serve on the Budget Committee, and 
while I am grateful to be there because 
we have the chance to realign the 
budget that came to us from the ad-
ministration, I must say that when it 
came over, when it failed to provide 

the resources that we need for veterans 
health care and asked our veterans to 
pay more for their health care, it was 
a great disappointment. 

But the reality is, because we are in 
a fiscal mess, because of years of irre-
sponsibility, failure to provide over-
sight and accountability, even though 
we have limited resources because of 
that, I know that this class and this 
Congress is committed to realigning 
the money that we do have to ensure 
that we do, Mr. Speaker, that we do 
provide our troops what they need 
when we send them into any mission 
on our behalf and that they have what 
they need after they return. 

Our commitment to ensuring over-
sight and accountability is going to be 
an ongoing mission because it is an on-
going responsibility. It is, in fact, the 
very essence of what our congressional 
duty is, to be that check, to ensure 
that which we enact and that which is 
done from the administration comports 
with the needs of the American people, 
and we will do so in an honest and open 
way. 

We have heard about some of the 
steps that we have already taken, the 
first step, to restore trust, openness 
and accountability in Washington. This 
week, we are going to take additional 
actions, and in fact, we have already 
taken some here on this floor today. 

In this week, we have scheduled con-
sideration or acted already on whistle-
blower reform. We are going to deal 
with that issue. We are strengthening 
the protection for Federal whistle-
blowers to prevent retaliation against 
those who report wrongdoing, waste, 
fraud and abuse. This is so essential to 
making sure that the safeguards that 
we need will result in the kind of a gov-
ernment and the policies and the con-
tracting and the work of the people 
will be of such a caliber that we can be 
proud, and more importantly, the 
American people can be proud. 

We are also providing for more time-
ly disclosure of government docu-
ments, another good measure not only 
of good government but of account-
ability, that will pay huge dividends 
and allow us to ensure that we are act-
ing wisely and responsibly. 

We are also nullifying a 2001 presi-
dential executive order and restoring 
public access to presidential records. 
The public has a right to know the 
public’s business. This is another meas-
ure to ensure that. 

As we talk about the need to fund 
veterans health care, how can we fail 
to mention at the same time we fail to 
meet that need, we have seen gross ex-
cesses of lack of oversight and account-
ability and money, literally being lost 
in Iraq due to a failure of proper over-
sight of those we contract with. Limits 
on how long Federal no-bid contracts 
can last will be enacted this week by 
this new Congress. We will minimize 
the use of no-bid contracts and direct 
agencies to justify any such contracts 
if they are awarded. 

These are all important measures 
that we will take this week in order to 
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continue to fulfill our commitment to 
the American people to take this coun-
try into a new direction, one that will 
work for them and one that has their 
interests at heart. 

As we come to the conclusion of our 
hour, I would just like to give my col-
leagues another opportunity to report 
what they would like to report in these 
closing moments to the American peo-
ple. I yield to my good friend from Min-
nesota (Mr. WALZ). 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentlewoman from 
Ohio, and so eloquently put. It is a new 
opportunity in America. It is one of op-
timism. We have got a lot of work to 
do, but Americans always rise to the 
challenge in the time of the greatest 
challenge. 

I think it is important to realize that 
this place we are standing, this sacred 
hall, this is the people’s House. This is 
the first branch of government in the 
Constitution. This branch is coequal to 
the other two branches, and our duty of 
providing oversight and accountability 
is not something that we get to pick 
and choose on. It is our constitutional 
responsibility. 

When I hear people entrust me, you 
will hear people in this very chamber 
start using the term ‘‘micromanage.’’ 
It seems to me there is a place where 
they dream up these words that they 
just keep repeating and repeating. 
Well, I can tell you what, micro-
manage, call it what you may, could be 
oversight and accountability also, and 
I ask my constituents, would you like 
a little oversight and accountability at 
Walter Reed? Would you like a little 
accountability on the situation in 
Iraq? Would you like a little account-
ability on what you hear on some of 
the things that are happening? And the 
answer is yes. 

Sunshine truly is the best antiseptic. 
This new Congress has been here for 2 
months, and there is a new way of 
doing business. It is the way that this 
country was laid out under the Con-
stitution. It is the one that has served 
us best for over 230 years, and it is the 
one that we will continue to use that 
will provide the American people with 
the best government possible. 

b 2130 

I thank the gentlelady, I thank my 
good colleague from Wisconsin for the 
opportunity to be here with you, and I 
look forward to many more opportuni-
ties to do the Nation’s bidding the way 
it should be. 

Ms. SUTTON. I thank the gentleman. 
At this time I would like to yield to 
my friend from Wisconsin (Mr. KAGEN). 

Mr. KAGEN. I am very proud to be 
standing next to both of you and ex-
press a great deal of optimism. I was 
sent here from the great State of Wis-
consin, some might call it 
Cheeseconsin. We are still the Dairy 
State. I was sent here because people 
felt they needed some honest leader-
ship, leadership that wouldn’t let them 
down, some straight talkers. 

We are delivering that message here. 
We are delivering a message not just 
verbally, but in a work product. Take a 
look, if people around the hall here and 
at home across America will take a 
look at the work we have already pro-
duced, you will find we have been 
working hard, and the work is not done 
yet. I am absolutely convinced that by 
working together, we will build a bet-
ter future for everyone in this country. 
Stay tuned to C–SPAN. We will be back 
and deliver a positive message again. 

Ms. SUTTON. I thank the gentleman. 
These issues that we have begun to 

talk about here, and we have begun to 
take action on, is part of our ongoing 
effort to restore accountability and 
trust in Washington. They are part of 
the mandate of the last election. 

Together, we will build on this work 
throughout the 110th Congress, and as I 
wrap up here, I would just like to 
thank those people, those people that I 
have the honor to represent from the 
13th District of Ohio from Lorain to 
Elyira to Akron to Barberton, I thank 
you for the privilege of serving you, 
and we shall be unyielding in our com-
mitment to deliver on promises. 

f 

ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. BILBRAY) is recognized for 
60 minutes. 

Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, it is an 
honor to present our report to the 
American people on the status of the 
immigration issue tonight, and it is an 
honor to be able to welcome you to the 
Speaker’s chair. 

As a new freshman, or as one of your 
first times up there, I want to con-
gratulate you on your advent to serv-
ice of the people of America as the act-
ing Speaker tonight. 

Mr. Speaker, actually tonight we are 
talking about an issue that a lot of 
Americans have asked for a long time 
to be addressed, and that is the many 
different ways that we are encouraging 
illegal immigration. But actually to-
night, we are to be talking about one of 
the items that originally was not in-
tended to be one of immigration, it was 
one to be basically addressing national 
security and neighborhood security. 

For good reasons, Congress in the 
past, both Democrats and Republicans, 
have said that the movement of capital 
funds, of bank accounts, was a major 
issue in fighting things like drug traf-
ficking, of terrorist activities and of 
other illegal activities to where the 
United States’ Congress, with this sup-
port and the consent of the people of 
the United States, said that before 
somebody opens a bank account, before 
they start getting involved in business 
transactions with a lending institu-
tion, they need to show and prove who 
they are so we know who is moving 
this cash back and forth. The identi-
fication issue became critical to make 
sure that drug cartels and criminal ele-

ments and terrorist elements were not 
able to use our institutions of lending, 
of finance, as part of their terrorist and 
illegal activity. 

Sadly what has happened, though, is 
we passed a law that said everyone 
must be identified. There are lending 
institutions that have found ways to 
get around the law and say that if 
somebody is able to get a phony ID 
from a phony government document, 
we will look the other way and use 
that to be able to open bank accounts. 

A lot of this discussion is specifically 
about illegal immigrants being able to 
get these documents, because you have 
countries such as Mexico that are will-
ing to give documents, ID documents 
to individuals without any proof of who 
they are. Thus, the document such as 
the consulate card from the Republic of 
Mexico isn’t worth the paper it is writ-
ten on. 

What has happened is these institu-
tions, these American institutions, are 
actually participating in business 
transactions that they know violates 
the spirit of the law and accepts phony 
identification as a way to be able to en-
gage in business that otherwise would 
be illegal for legal resident aliens and 
U.S. citizens to engage in, because the 
rest of us are required to show viable 
identification. 

At this time I have the privilege to 
recognize the gentlelady from Ten-
nessee. At this time I would like to 
yield whatever time she may consume 
to Mrs. BLACKBURN. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. I thank the gen-
tleman from California, and I thank 
him for his insightfulness on the immi-
gration issue. 

He has done so much work in his 
service in this Congress addressing this 
issue and encouraging people to look at 
the issue, to learn about the issue and 
to realize it is more than just a surface 
issue. 

I also have appreciated the fact that 
the gentleman has encouraged people 
to realize the compassionate thing to 
do in this is to make certain that we 
keep immigration legal and that we 
honor the men and women who have 
gone through the process legally. 

That is important to do, and it is the 
right step. It is the compassionate step 
to make. 

H.R. 1314 addresses the issue that Mr. 
BILBRAY mentioned and referenced as 
he opened his remarks about those that 
have entered the country illegally, get-
ting access to our financial markets. 
Now, H.R. 1314 is the Photo Identifica-
tion Security Act. This is a great piece 
of legislation. It is not a lengthy bill, it 
is one that I think everybody here in 
the House can pick up and read in 1 or 
2 minutes. As you see, it is only about 
three pages. 

What it does is something very big 
and very important, though, it closes a 
loophole that exists in the PATRIOT 
Act and the IRS regulations, and it is 
through that loophole that you could 
literally drive a truck. That is the 
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