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countries of that continent were when 
they emerged from the destruction of 
the Second World War. American as-
sistance played a very important role 
in rebuilding Western Europe in the 
1940s and the 1950s, and American arms 
played a crucial role in protecting the 
democracies of Europe from the ad-
vance of Soviet communism during the 
Cold War. 

Ultimately, however, Europeans 
needed to do more on their own to 
build upon a foundation that the 
United States had first provided. The 
1957 Treaty of Rome, signed by France, 
Germany, Italy, Belgium, The Nether-
lands, and Luxembourg was one of the 
first steps that Western Europe took to 
put the causes and the legacy of the 
Second World War behind them. 

The treaty established a free-trade 
region known as the European Eco-
nomic Community, the cornerstone of 
what we today know as the European 
Union. 
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A post-World War II economically 
ravaged Europe reasoned that if na-
tions are linked economically, in this 
case by recalling the role that eco-
nomic decline and hindered trade 
among nations had played in the years 
leading up to World War II, the cre-
ators of that free trade zone saw that 
the freedom of movement of goods, 
services, capital, and people might well 
prove to be a great deterrent to con-
flict between the states of Europe, 
large and small. 

Over the subsequent decades through 
the entry of new members and expan-
sions both geographically across Eu-
rope and functionally across issues, the 
European Community grew beyond the 
original core membership of the 1950s 
and assumed responsibilities going well 
beyond trade. Today, the European 
Union indeed counts among its member 
states countries that once were under 
Soviet domination. It has worked to 
transfer more powers from its indi-
vidual member states to the overall or-
ganization centered on the road to cre-
ating a more unified European foreign 
and security policy and making the Eu-
ropean Union an organization that the 
United States increasingly looks to for 
leadership on transatlantic issues, join-
ing the NATO alliances that continue 
to bind us together in that common 
cause. 

While the European Community con-
tinues to provide a framework within 
which to conduct international trade, 
such as multilateral trade negotiations 
with the United States, it has also ad-
vanced the cause of liberty, free mar-
kets, democratic institutions, and re-
spect for human rights throughout the 
European continent. The Treaty of 
Rome was an important step in build-
ing on the foundation that the United 
States helped create after World War II 
for Europe. 

Today, we look to a strong Europe as 
seen in the expanded NATO and ex-
panded and strengthened European 

Union as a foundation on which we can 
work together to address new and ever 
growing challenges. Therefore, with en-
thusiasm, Mr. Speaker, it is that this 
House should commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the signing of this Trea-
ty of Rome. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to join with my colleagues in sup-
porting H. Res. 230, a resolution recognizing 
the 50th anniversary of the Treaty of Rome, 
which was signed on March 25, 1957. The 
Treaty of Rome established a customs 
union—formally known as the European Eco-
nomic Community—among six countries: Bel-
gium, France, Italy, Luxemburg, the Nether-
lands, and the Federal Republic of Germany. 
Today, that customs union is known as the 
European Union, and now includes 27 coun-
tries spanning the length and breadth of Eu-
rope. Most importantly, it has grown into an in-
stitution that inspires countries to be their bet-
ter selves. 

If one travels to Europe today, it may be 
hard to remember that, 50 years ago, the con-
tinent was still recovering from the second of 
the two world wars it had unleashed in less 
than half a century. It may be hard today to 
recall or imagine the magnitude of devastation 
that still scarred farmland and cities alike. It 
may be difficult to conceive of the bitterness, 
anger and thirst for revenge that bled across 
the continent like the blood of those fallen in 
war. The fact that Germany, a country that 
had unleashed a war of aggression against its 
neighbors just a few years before, was in-
cluded in this new ‘‘community’’ was really 
nothing short of a minor miracle. 

Moreover, fifty years ago, Europe was still 
riven in two—no longer by a shooting war, but 
by a cold war. While a small group of nations 
was beginning the slow process of rebuilding 
their own countries and forging transnational 
relations based on cooperation, mutual trust, 
and mutual benefit, another part of the con-
tinent had fallen under the boot of communist 
dictatorship, where the Soviet Union exploited 
its neighbors, striping them of wealth, pros-
perity, and opportunity for generations. Just 
one year before the Treaty of Rome was 
signed, the Soviet Union underscored its op-
position to any independent foreign or eco-
nomic policy on the part of East European 
countries—a message unequivocally sent by 
its invasion of Hungary. 

As the years passed, and the success of 
the European Economic Communities became 
ever more apparent, it is no surprise that more 
countries joined this union. Membership in 
Council of Europe, the European Union’s sis-
ter organization and home of the European 
Court of Human Rights, helped pave the way 
for membership in the EU. Meanwhile, the 
NATO alliance created a zone of military secu-
rity where the post-war citizens of Western 
Europe could build a zone of financial security. 

Since the fall of communism, there is no 
doubt that the aspiration of joining the Euro-
pean Union, much like the goal of joining the 
NATO alliance, has helped focus the attention 
of many countries on overcoming their past 
differences for a larger, common good that 
also brings substantial benefits to their own 
citizens. Today, I commemorate the 50th anni-
versary of the signing of the Treaty of Rome, 
and the new vision it held for the European 
continent, one that has helped spread peace 
and prosperity to nearly 500 million people. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. WEXLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
WEXLER) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 230. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

EXPRESSING SUPPORT OF THE 
HOUSE FOR THE GOOD FRIDAY 
AGREEMENT 
Mr. WEXLER. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 222) expressing the 
support of the House of Representa-
tives for the Good Friday Agreement, 
signed on April 10, 1998, as a blueprint 
for a lasting peace in Northern Ireland, 
and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 222 

Whereas the Good Friday Agreement, 
signed on April 10, 1998, sets out a plan for 
the creation of the Northern Ireland Assem-
bly, and a devolved government in Northern 
Ireland on a stable and inclusive basis; 

Whereas the Northern Ireland Assembly 
and Executive have been suspended since 
2002; 

Whereas the St. Andrews Agreement of Oc-
tober 2006 established a timetable for the res-
toration of a power-sharing government in 
Northern Ireland; 

Whereas the St. Andrews Agreement re-
quired that ‘‘support for policing and the 
rule of law should be extended to every part 
of the community’’; 

Whereas on January 28, 2007, Sinn Fein 
held a party conference during which it de-
clared its support for the Police Service of 
Northern Ireland and the criminal justice 
system, consistent with the terms of the St. 
Andrews Agreement; 

Whereas British Prime Minister Tony Blair 
and Irish Taoiseach Bertie Ahern stated on 
January 30, 2007, that ‘‘We remain fixed in 
our determination to see shared government 
returned to the people of Northern Ireland.’’; 

Whereas British Prime Minister Tony Blair 
called for elections in Northern Ireland to 
take place on March 7, 2007, in adherence to 
the timeline established in the St. Andrews 
Agreement; and 

Whereas the St. Andrews Agreement set a 
deadline of March 26, 2007, for devolved gov-
ernment to be restored to Northern Ireland: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) the House of Representatives— 
(A) reiterates its support for the Good Fri-

day Agreement, signed on April 10, 1998, in 
Belfast, as a blueprint for a lasting peace in 
Northern Ireland; 

(B) declares its support for the St. Andrews 
Agreement of October 2006; 

(C) commends British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair and Irish Taoiseach Bertie Ahern for 
their leadership and persistence in seeking a 
peaceful resolution in Northern Ireland; and 

(D) commends all parties for abiding by the 
terms agreed to in the St. Andrews Agree-
ment; and 

(2) it is the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that all political parties in 
Northern Ireland should— 
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(A) agree to share power with all parties 

according to the democratic mandate of the 
Good Friday Agreement; 

(B) meet all deadlines established by the 
St. Andrews Agreement; and 

(C) commit to work in good faith with all 
the institutions of the Good Friday Agree-
ment, which established the Northern Ire-
land Assembly and an inclusive Executive, 
the North-South Ministerial Council, and the 
British-Irish Inter-Governmental Con-
ference, for the benefit of all the people of 
Northern Ireland. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. WEXLER) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WEXLER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the resolution 
under consideration, as well as H. Res. 
228. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WEXLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 

strong support of this resolution, and 
yield myself as much time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I would first like to 
thank my good friend and colleague, 
Congresswoman CAROLYN MCCARTHY of 
New York, who has been a passionate 
and tireless advocate for peace and jus-
tice in Northern Ireland throughout 
her distinguished career in Congress. 

Over the past several years, the peace 
process in Northern Ireland has taken 
many twists and turns. The Good Fri-
day Agreement, designed to bring an 
end to the conflict in Northern Ireland, 
has been declared dead time and again. 
The Northern Ireland Assembly and 
the Executive established by the Good 
Friday Agreement have been suspended 
since 2002. 

During the past few months, how-
ever, we have witnessed incredibly 
promising developments in our efforts 
to fully implement the Good Friday 
Agreement, which was signed almost 9 
years ago on April 10, 1998. 

The St. Andrews Agreement of Octo-
ber 2006 established a firm timetable 
for the restoration of the government 
in Northern Ireland. In the agreement 
itself and in subsequent declarations, 
both sides of the conflict committed 
themselves to the rule of law, effective 
policing, and a strong criminal justice 
system. Most importantly, the elec-
tions called for by the St. Andrews 
Agreement were carried out success-
fully just last week. 

Now the hard work begins, Mr. 
Speaker. Over the next 2 weeks, North-
ern Ireland’s political parties must 
agree to share power according to the 
democratic mandate of the Good Fri-
day Agreement. A failure to reach a 
power sharing deal will lead to the dis-
solution of the Northern Ireland As-

sembly, a development which would be 
profoundly damaging to the long-term 
prospects for peace in Northern Ire-
land. With passage of this resolution, 
Congress urges Northern Ireland’s po-
litical leaders to make the tough com-
promises necessary to bring about a 
power sharing arrangement. With such 
a deal, the great promise of the Good 
Friday Agreement and the St. Andrews 
Agreement can come to fruition. 

The resolution before the House is 
designed to support the forward move-
ment towards peace and to help pave 
the way to a time when the conflict in 
Northern Ireland is only a subject for 
the history books. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support this 
timely resolution, and reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself 
such time as I may consume. 

Since 1969, over 3,200 people have died 
as a result of political violence in 
Northern Ireland. The 1998 Good Friday 
Agreement lessened the violence in 
Northern Ireland considerably, making 
it a safer place to live and allowing its 
beleaguered economy to prosper. 

While these developments are posi-
tive steps forward, political differences 
between the opposing sides of this con-
flict led to a stalemate, which in 2002 
persuaded the Blair government to sus-
pend the Belfast Northern Ireland As-
sembly and shift power to direct rule 
from London. Events have now pre-
sented an opportunity to move for-
ward. 

Last week, a new Northern Ireland 
Assembly was elected, and at the end 
of this month, if an administration is 
formed, rule from Westminster will 
cease, with Northern Ireland assuming 
the reins of power for its own self-gov-
ernment. 

British Prime Minister Tony Blair, in 
expressing his fondest hopes for the 
success of the Good Friday accords, has 
stated, ‘‘Enemies would become not 
just partners in progress but sit to-
gether in government, and 
paramilitaries who used to murder 
each other as a matter of routine 
would talk to each other and learn to 
live with each other.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, these are noble and 
lofty goals. While no one thought that 
they would be easy to achieve and 
many challenges have arisen, combat is 
now taking place in the political 
sphere rather than through violent 
means. Inch by inch, day by day, with 
focused determination, success is fi-
nally emerging. 

Mr. Speaker, ours is a significant 
voice in the global community that 
must be raised in support of the 
progress that has already been 
achieved, and in calling for further ef-
forts to achieve the goals of the Good 
Friday Agreement. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WEXLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentlewoman from New 
York (Mrs. MCCARTHY), who is the 
sponsor of this resolution. 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I want to thank Sub-
committee Chairman WEXLER and 
Ranking Member POE. 

As the author of H.R. 222, I rise in 
support, as all of the members of the 
Friends of Ireland Caucus do. 

This month, the peace process of 
Northern Ireland has an opportunity to 
make great strides. Several significant 
events are taking place this month. On 
March 7, new assembly elections were 
held. On March 14, new members for a 
power-sharing executive will be nomi-
nated. And, finally, on March 26, Lon-
don will rescind direct rule and restore 
Northern Ireland’s devolved govern-
ment. 

It has been a long road to get to this 
point, but restored progress has been 
made. Recently, Democratic Unionist 
Party leader Mr. Paisley, and Sinn 
Fein’s Gerry Adams spoke directly 
across the floor on the Northern Ire-
land Assembly. Some people will say 
this was a small matter. For those of 
us that have been involved in this 
issue, it was a great stand. 

This dialogue is a major achievement 
in the ongoing peace process. However, 
there is still much work to be done, 
and this month is critical to ensure a 
successful devolution on March 26. 

President Bush’s Special Envoy on 
Northern Ireland has recognized the 
importance of this month’s events and 
the need for Congress to help galvanize 
the momentum to achieve the March 26 
deadline. 

Former U.S. Senator George Mitchell 
believes a power sharing deal in North-
ern Ireland is now possible, following 
the March 7 assembly elections, but be-
lieves the U.S. still has a huge role to 
play in stimulating the investment and 
the trade in Northern Ireland. 

With that in mind, I have introduced 
the Good Friday Agreement. This reso-
lution shows Congress’ support for the 
Good Friday Agreement, commends the 
efforts of Prime Minister Blair and 
Irish Taoiseach Ahern and all the par-
ties for abiding by the St. Andrews 
Agreement. H. Res. 222 further encour-
ages the parties to work in good faith 
to meet the Good Friday Agreement. 

Mr. Speaker, we have an opportunity 
to make a difference in Ireland by help-
ing to make sure that we keep this mo-
mentum going. But I think, more im-
portant, when we see the troubles 
throughout the world today, Ireland 
has always been something that many 
of us here in Congress have been fight-
ing for to bring both sides together. 
The people of Ireland want this peace 
process to go through. It is good for the 
whole nation. We here in Congress will 
be going as an envoy to Ireland during 
the Easter break, hopefully to be con-
gratulating everybody and telling them 
we will do whatever we can to make 
sure the government stays up and run-
ning. But, more importantly, it is the 
people of Ireland that have overwhelm-
ingly on both sides said, ‘‘We want the 
peace process to go forward.’’ 
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I urge my colleagues to vote for 

peace in Northern Ireland and support 
H. Res. 222. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank Chairman WEXLER of the Euro-
pean Subcommittee for leading the dis-
cussion, and also Representative 
MCCARTHY from New York for spon-
soring this legislation. We have no fur-
ther speakers. 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
nearly nine years ago, the people of Northern 
Ireland took a great step forward into building 
a lasting peace. The Good Friday Agreement, 
signed in 1998, set forth a plan for estab-
lishing a peaceful civil government for both 
Catholics and Protestants. 

Today, we are close to ending an enmity 
that stretches back across centuries. With the 
establishment of an assembly there will be a 
substantial forum for the people of Northern 
Ireland to sort through their difference peace-
fully. 

The years of calm since the signing of the 
agreement have seen developments that 
seemed nearly impossible decades ago. The 
acceptance of the Police Service of Northern 
Ireland by Sinn Fein in January of this year 
marked one ofthe last hurdles to the full imple-
mentation of the agreement. With one neutral 
force to fairly administer the law, the people of 
Northern Ireland can stop seeing the police as 
adversaries and instead see them as guard-
ians of the peace, as it should be. 

It is now critical that a final agreement be 
put in place so that the assembly can continue 
to meet and lead the people of Northern Ire-
land. Now that the IRA, as confirmed by third- 
party observers, has decommissioned its 
weapons, it is time for the Democratic Union-
ists to come together to rule in cooperation 
with Sinn Fein. 

With so much progress made it would be a 
great shame to see the dissolution of a body 
freely elected by the people of Northern Ire-
land. This Congress supports blueprint for 
peace signed nearly a decade ago and wishes 
to see last democracy and tranquility in Ire-
land. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. WEXLER. Mr. Speaker, I too 
want to thank Mr. POE. And we also do 
not have any more speakers, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
WEXLER) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 222. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. WEXLER. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

SCOTT REED FEDERAL BUILDING 
AND UNITED STATES COURT-
HOUSE 
Mr. BOSWELL. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and pass the bill 

(H.R. 478) to designate the Federal 
building and United States courthouse 
located at 101 Barr Street in Lex-
ington, Kentucky, as the ‘‘Scott Reed 
Federal Building and United States 
Courthouse’’. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 478 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION. 

The Federal building and United States 
courthouse located at 101 Barr Street in Lex-
ington, Kentucky, shall be known and des-
ignated as the ‘‘Scott Reed Federal Building 
and United States Courthouse’’. 
SEC. 2. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, 
document, paper, or other record of the 
United States to the Federal building and 
United States courthouse referred to in sec-
tion 1 shall be deemed to be a reference to 
the ‘‘Scott Reed Federal Building and United 
States Courthouse’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Iowa (Mr. BOSWELL) and the gentleman 
from Missouri (Mr. GRAVES) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Iowa. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOSWELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 478. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Iowa? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOSWELL. Mr. Speaker, I would 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume and will be yielding to the gen-
tleman from Kentucky very shortly. 

I would appreciate very much, if this 
has been designated, to be recognized, 
and would recognize the gentleman 
from Missouri. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, it is great that I got the 
opportunity today to work with the 
gentleman from Iowa. We have worked 
on several things, and I think this is a 
very fitting bill. 

H.R. 478 designates the Federal build-
ing and the United States courthouse 
located at 101 Barr Street in Lex-
ington, Kentucky as the Scott Reed 
Federal Building and United States 
Courthouse. The bill recognizes Judge 
Reed’s service to the legal profession. 

Judge Scott Reed graduated from the 
University of Kentucky College of Law 
where he received many honors. Judge 
Reed’s career as a jurist began in 1964, 
when he became Fayette Circuit Court 
judge. Five years later, he was elected 
to the Kentucky Court of Appeals, 
where he sat for over 7 years. During 
the mid 1970s, Judge Reed played an in-
strumental role in the recognition of 
Kentucky’s judicial system, which cre-
ated the Kentucky Supreme Court. 

Judge Reed was elected to serve as the 
first Chief Justice of Kentucky in 1976. 
His opinions from the Supreme Court 
of Kentucky have received national ac-
claim for their content. 
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In 1979 he was named U.S. district 

judge for the Eastern District of Ken-
tucky, and he served as U.S. district 
judge until he retired in 1990. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this legisla-
tion, and I encourage my colleagues to 
do the same. This is a very fitting indi-
vidual and a fitting tribute to him. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BOSWELL. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time I would like to yield such time as 
he may consume to the gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. CHANDLER). 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Iowa for his 
help on this legislation, something 
that is near and dear to my heart. I 
also thank the gentleman from Mis-
souri for his nice words. 

This courthouse and the naming of 
this courthouse is very special to many 
people in Kentucky because Scott Reed 
was a special man. 

H.R. 478 is a bill to designate the 
Federal building and United States 
courthouse located at 101 Barr Street 
in Lexington, Kentucky as the ‘‘Scott 
Reed Federal Building and United 
States Courthouse.’’ I can think of no 
other individual more deserving, no 
other public servant more worthy, and 
no other action more appropriate than 
naming the Federal courthouse in Lex-
ington after the Honorable Scott Reed. 

Prominent central Kentucky attor-
ney, first Chief Justice of the Ken-
tucky Supreme Court, and Federal 
judge, Scott Reed exemplifies the defi-
nition of honor and integrity. 

Born in Lexington, Kentucky, on 
July 3, 1921, Scott Reed graduated with 
distinction from the University of Ken-
tucky. While in college, he was editor- 
in-chief of the Kentucky Law Journal 
and awarded the order of the Coif, the 
highest academic award that can be 
given to a law graduate. He was also a 
member of the Phi Delta Phi Frater-
nity. 

He achieved many honors at the Uni-
versity of Kentucky, culminating upon 
graduation as the recipient of the 
Algernon Sydney Sullivan Medallion, a 
prestigious award recognizing out-
standing character and humanitarian 
service. 

Prior to his time on the bench, Scott 
Reed was County Attorney. He was re-
tained as counsel for the Fayette Coun-
ty School Board and distinguished him-
self as a trial lawyer of great integrity. 
He served from 1948 through 1956 as an 
associate professor at the University of 
Kentucky College of Law. From 1964 
until 1969, he was judge of the First Di-
vision of the Fayette Circuit Court, the 
top trial court in Kentucky’s second 
largest county. He then was elected to 
the Kentucky Court of Appeals, at that 
time the highest court in the Common-
wealth. 
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