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Public Diplomacy, and it deserves our
sustained and enthusiastic support.

The commission regularly delivers
its findings and makes recommenda-
tions to the President, the Congress,
the Secretary of State and the general
public with easily accessible reports.
These reports also include assessments
of the scholarly integrity and political
neutrality of the cultural and edu-
cational exchange programs of the De-
partment of State.

Mr. Speaker, the United States Advi-
sory Commission on Public Diplomacy
does good and important work. Its
mandate should be extended not mere-
ly annually, but for nearly 3 years
more, as our legislation ensures. I am
proud to be the author of this legisla-
tion, and I strongly urge my colleagues
to support this short, but important,
bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, we appreciate the
gentlelady’s work on this bill. The leg-
islation before us today reauthorizes
the Advisory Commission on Public Di-
plomacy through fiscal year 2009.
Unique among nations, the TUnited
States maintains a vast network of for-
mal and informal contacts with the
people of the world and conducts the
world’s only global foreign policy.

The purpose of public diplomacy is to
provide this worldwide audience with
information about the United States
and to convey an accurate and positive
image of our beloved country and our
foreign policy objectives. To accom-
plish this mission, the United States
Government has at its disposal a num-
ber of important tools, including edu-
cation and cultural exchange pro-
grams, extensive and proactive public
affairs programs centered in our em-
bassies, and a network of radio and tel-
evision services broadcasting accurate
and objective programming to a world
community.

With H.R. 1003, Congress is reauthor-
izing the advisory commission for an-
other 2 years to continue its important
work to study our public diplomacy
programs and reach some useful con-
clusions about how our government
can do a better job of creating a dia-
logue with foreign audiences.

I urge the commission during the
next 2 years to step up its efforts to
study in more detail our public diplo-
macy and broadcasting efforts and ad-
vise policymakers in the administra-
tion and in Congress on appropriate
changes and reforms that will improve
our outreach efforts to the people of
the world.

Mr. Speaker, I would again empha-
size the importance of my bill and urge
all of my colleagues to vote in the af-
firmative.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
WATSON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1003.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
O 1230
CALLING FOR RELEASE OF
ISRAELI SOLDIERS HELD CAP-
TIVE BY HAMAS AND
HEZBOLLAH
Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I

move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 107) calling for
the immediate and unconditional re-
lease of Israeli soldiers held captive by
Hamas and Hezbollah, and for other
purposes, as amended.
The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 107

Whereas Israel completed its withdrawal
from southern Lebanon on May 24, 2000;

Whereas Congress previously expressed its
concern for Israeli soldiers missing in Leb-
anon and Syrian-controlled territory of Leb-
anon in Public Law 106-89 (113 Stat. 1305; No-
vember 8, 1999), which required the Secretary
of State to raise the status of missing Israeli
soldiers with appropriate government offi-
cials of Syria, Lebanon, the Palestinian Au-
thority, and other governments in the re-
gion, and to submit to Congress reports on
those efforts and any subsequent discovery
of relevant information;

Whereas on June 18, 2000, the United Na-
tions Security Council welcomed and en-
dorsed United Nations Secretary-General
Kofi Annan’s report that Israel had with-
drawn completely from Lebanon under the
terms of United Nations Security Council
Resolution 425 (1978);

Whereas Israel completed its withdrawal
from Gaza on September 12, 2005;

Whereas on June 25, 2006, Hamas and allied
terrorists crossed into Israel to attack a
military post, killing two soldiers and
wounding a third, Gilad Shalit, who was kid-
napped;

Whereas on July 12, 2006, Hezbollah terror-
ists crossed into Israel to attack Israeli
troops patrolling the Israeli side of the bor-
der with Lebanon, killing three, wounding
two, and Kkidnapping Ehud Goldwasser and
Eldad Regev;

Whereas Gilad Shalit has been held in cap-
tivity by Hamas for more than 7 months;

Whereas Ehud Goldwasser and Eldad Regev
have been held in captivity by Hezbollah for
more than 6 months;

Whereas Hamas and Hezbollah have with-
held all information on the health and wel-
fare of the men they have kidnapped; and

Whereas, contrary to the most basic stand-
ards of humanitarian conduct, Hamas and
Hezbollah have prevented access to the
Israeli captives by competent medical per-
sonnel and representatives of the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) demands that—

(A) Hamas immediately and uncondition-
ally release Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit;

(B) Hezbollah accept the mandate of
United Nations Security Council Resolution
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1701 (2006) by immediately and uncondition-
ally releasing Israeli soldiers Ehud
Goldwasser and Eldad Regev; and

(C) Hezbollah and Hamas accede to the
most basic standards of humanitarian con-
duct and allow prompt access to the Israeli
captives by competent medical personnel
and representatives of the International
Committee of the Red Cross;

(2) expresses—

(A) its vigorous support and unwavering
commitment to the welfare and survival of
the State of Israel as a Jewish and demo-
cratic state with secure borders;

(B) its strong support and deep interest in
achieving a resolution of the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict through the creation of a via-
ble and independent Palestinian state living
in peace alongside of the State of Israel;

(C) its ongoing concern and sympathy for
the families of Gilad Shalit, Ehud
Goldwasser, and Eldad Regev and all other
missing Israeli soldiers; and

(D) its full commitment to seek the imme-
diate and unconditional release of the Israeli
captives; and

(3) condemns—

(A) Hamas and Hezbollah for the cross bor-
der attacks and kidnappings which precip-
itated weeks of intensive armed conflict be-
tween Israel, Hezbollah, and armed Pales-
tinian groups; and

(B) Iran and Syria, the primary state spon-
sors of global terrorism and the patrons of
Hezbollah and Hamas, for their ongoing sup-
port for international terrorism.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ACKERMAN) and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous materials on the resolution
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in strong support of this resolution,
and I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to first
thank Chairman ToM LANTOS and rank-
ing minority member ILEANA ROS-
LEHTINEN, as well as the ranking mi-
nority member on the Subcommittee
on the Middle East and South Asia,
MIKE PENCE. These Members joined
with me at the very outset of the Con-
gress to introduce H. Res. 107. The reso-
lution is an exercise in compassion and
it expresses the sense of the House re-
garding the three Israeli soldiers who
were Kidnapped last summer.

As of today, Gilad Shalit has been a
captive for 261 days, roughly 8l
months; Ehud Goldwasser and Eldad
Regev have been captives for 244 days.
That is a day more than 8 months. To
date, there has been no access to these
men by medical personnel or the Red
Cross or Red Crescent.

They have not been permitted to
send mail to their loved ones. We don’t
know if they are ill, we don’t know if
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they are wounded, we don’t know for
certain that they are still alive.

Mr. Speaker, their captors have
sought to turn these three men into
something they are not: Bargaining
chips, pawns, a kind of political chat-
tel, things that can be swapped for fa-
vors or sacrificed at whim. These three
men are not things. They are human
beings. They have names and families.
They have rights as captured soldiers,
and they have rights as individuals.
And they also have rights under inter-
national law.

The organizations that have taken
these men captive have shown their
true character. Withholding doctors
and medicine, withholding the Red
Cross and Red Crescent visits, with-
holding basic communications with
their families, even just the informa-
tion that they are still alive, these
choices and these acts show what kind
of men run Hamas and Hezbollah: They
are religious, but they are deeply im-
moral. They are self-righteous, but
they are profoundly cruel. They are
blustery and proud, but they are
sneaky and manipulative. Decent
human beings do not behave this way.

Mr. Speaker, decency doesn’t depend
on international law or multilateral
agreements, nor does it depend on na-
tionality. And I am not aware that
withholding medical care or basic con-
tact with the outside world is a re-
quirement of either Shia or Sunni
Islam, or any of the world’s great reli-
gions.

This kind of brutality and malice is,
unfortunately, typical of these organi-
zations and their state sponsors, Syria
and Iran. Syria is a thuggish dictator-
ship which believes its appetite for the
Golan Heights legitimizes any crime or
cruelty.

And Iran’s repressive theocracy is
both the world’s leading sponsor of ter-
rorism and its most dangerous pro-
liferation threat. Viciousness is stand-
ard operating procedure for both re-
gimes.

We cannot compel such parties to re-
lease Gilad, Ehud, and Eldad any more
than we can force them to understand
the difference between right and
wrong. You cannot disgrace someone
who is incapable of shame.

But we can and we must stand by our
ally, the State of Israel. America has
had painfully similar experiences at
the hands of the same culprits.

Out of our own bitter experience, we
can express our sympathy and our con-
cern for the captives and for their fam-
ilies. We can let the perpetrators of
this barbarism know that we have not
forgotten what they have done, and
what they are continuing to do. We can
bear witness, and we can add our voices
to all those who are saying, ‘‘Enough,
enough. Let these men go home.”

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, last July Israel’s sov-
ereign border was violated by terrorists
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linked to Hamas who shot and killed
two Israeli soldiers and kidnapped Cor-
poral Gilad Shalit.

Days later, terrorists Ilinked to
Hezbollah crossed into Israel and killed
three and wounded two, and kidnapped
soldiers Ehud Goldwasser and Eldad
Regev. All three have been held captive
since without medical attention from
humanitarian groups like the Red
Cross. No information is known on the
fate of these soldiers.

As proxies of the Iranian and Syrian
regimes, Hezbollah and Hamas have
continued to attack Israel despite
Israel’s withdrawal from southern Leb-
anon in 2000 and Gaza in 2005.

Rather than view Israel’s withdrawal
as an act of good faith to further the
cause of peace, Hezbollah and Hamas
viewed these measures as signs of
weaknesses to exploit. Hamas and
Hezbollah, which have representatives
in the Palestinian and Lebanese cabi-
nets, believe that terrorism, murder
and kidnapping are appropriate means
of achieving political objectives, and
have proposed negotiations to ex-
change these hostages for convicted
terrorists now serving time in Israeli
jails.

I am proud to be a cosponsor of this
resolution which declares that the
House of Representatives stands with
the State of Israel and its right to self-
defense and against the barbarity per-
petrated by Hezbollah, Hamas and
other terrorist groups, and the rogue
regimes that sponsor them.

This resolution demands that Hamas
and Hezbollah immediately and uncon-
ditionally release Mr. Shalit, Mr.
Goldwasser and Mr. Regev, and that
they provide all three with access to
medical attention.

The resolution also holds Iran and
Syria accountable for making terrorist
acts like these possible. We cannot af-
ford to be complacent about those
Islamist extremists who would seek to
kill three people, violate borders with
impunity and threaten the security of
the Middle East and the world.

As Dr. Martin Luther King noted,
“Injustice anywhere is a threat to jus-
tice everywhere.”

I thank Chairman ACKERMAN for in-
troducing this resolution, his leader-
ship in this area, and doing so much to
advance the cause of the kidnapped
Israeli soldiers. This resolution is
about seeking what is needed most:
Justice for the innocent and account-
ability for the guilty. I strongly urge
my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, we
have no further speakers. If the gen-
tleman will yield back his time, we are
prepared to do so.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Yes. Again, I reit-
erate how important to my colleagues
it is that we pass this resolution and
support it wholeheartedly, and I thank
the gentleman for his leadership in this
area.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman from Arkansas
for his leadership and helping shepherd
this on the floor today.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in strong
support of H. Res. 107, which calls for the im-
mediate and unconditional release of Israeli
soldiers held captive by Hamas and
Hezbollah.

On July 19, 2006, | and the three Members
of Lebanese ancestry joined together to intro-
duce H. Res. 926 in response to the
unprovoked attack and kidnapping by
Hezbollah. This resolution condemned Hamas
and Hezbollah for engaging in the reprehen-
sible terrorist act of taking hostages, affirmed
Israel’s right to conduct operations to secure
the release of hostages, and urging the pro-
tection of innocent life and civilian infrastruc-
ture.

H. Res. 107 sends an important message
that the terrorist leaders of Hamas and
Hezbollah must recognize. The United States
has not forgotten the kidnapped Israeli sol-
diers or those responsible for their kidnapping
including the states who support the terrorist
groups.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to note for the
record that this resolution expresses “strong
support and deep interest in achieving a reso-
lution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict through
the creation of a viable and independent Pal-
estinian state living in peace alongside of the
State of Israel,” as well as “vigorous support
and unwavering commitment to the welfare
and survival of the State of Israel as a Jewish
and democratic state with secure borders.”

While | fully support the commitment to the
welfare and survival of the State of Israel, |
have some reservations about this body ex-
pressing its support for a nation embracing a
specific religious character. My concern is that
in some situations, such expression of an en-
dorsement of a particular religion or ethnicity
could be used to exclude others which is, of
course, not the intention of this resolution.

Both Israeli and Palestinian leaders have
expressed their preference for a viable two-
state solution and, as such, | support this joint
goal and the independent peaceful aspirations
of both peoples because the parties have
made these decisions on their own and not
because | support the preeminence of any
particular religion.

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today in strong support of
the immediate and unconditional release of
Israeli soldiers held captive by Hamas and
Hezbollah. As a former soldier myself, my
thoughts and prayers are with Gilad Shalit,
Ehud Goldwasser and Eldad Regev and their
families. Let them know that the strength and
good wishes of this Congress and of our Na-
tion are with them all.

| am proud to be a cosponsor of this resolu-
tion, which states in a clear, unequivocal voice
that the United States stands with these brave
soldiers and demands their immediate and un-
conditional release. The statement we make
today is important not just for these three sol-
diers, but for the greater goal of achieving
peace in the Middle East.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution makes it abun-
dantly clear that neither the U.S., nor lIsrael,
nor any of our allies will bow to the will of ter-
rorist organizations. We will fight them at
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every turn, we will never retreat, and we will
prevail because the cause of freedom is just
and righteous. As one of my heroes, President
John F. Kennedy, once said, “Let every nation
know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we
shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet
any hardship, support any friend, oppose any
foe, in order to assure the survival and the
success of liberty.” Today we renew this
pledge.

This resolution also makes it clear that while
we do not shrink from the fight against ter-
rorism, we also recognize that this battle is
one that cannot be won without diplomacy.
While we declare that we will always support
efforts to maintain Israel’s identity as a Jewish
state with secure borders, we also renew our
commitment to achieving a resolution of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict through the creation
of a viable and independent Palestinian state
living in peace alongside of the State of Israel.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, we are here to
speak in a united voice to support Gilad Shalit,
Ehud Goldwasser and Eldad Regev. We pray
for their safety and we hope that they will re-
turn home soon. As we do this, we realize that
the stories of these three brave soldiers are a
part of a larger conflict that has taken thou-
sands of lives and has ravaged an entire re-
gion of the world for far too long. With this res-
olution, we take another small step toward a
future that is free of this conflict, where both
Israelis and Palestinians have a place to call
home and where no more lives are lost to a
needless cycle of violence.

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, | ask for unani-
mous consent to revise and extend my re-
marks.

| rise today to voice my strong support for
H. Res. 107. This bipartisan resolution calls
for the immediate and unconditional release of
Israeli soldiers held captive by Hamas and
Hezbollah.

| want to thank my friend from New York,
Congressman GARY ACKERMAN, for introducing
this resolution.

More than 7 months have passed since July
of 2006, when Hamas terrorists crossed into
Israel to attack a military post, killing two sol-
diers and wounding and kidnapping a third,
Gilad Shalit.

Less than 1 month later, Hezbollah terrorists
crossed into Israel and ambushed Israeli
troops patrolling the border with Lebanon, kill-
ing three soldiers and kidnapping two, Ehud
Goldwasser and Eldad Regev.

These despicable acts occurred despite
Israel’'s good faith efforts, which included its
total withdrawal from southern Lebanon in
May of 2000.

These two terrorist groups have withheld all
information on the health and welfare of the
men they have kidnapped. Defying the most
basic standards of conduct, they have pre-
vented medical personnel and members of the
International Red Cross from having access to
the kidnapped Israelis.

In spite of these terrorist attacks, the
strength of the Israeli people has not wavered.
In these difficult times, our support of Israel
must not waver either.

The United States must stay committed to
the welfare and survival of the State of Israel
as a Jewish and democratic nation with se-
cure borders.

Our Congress must stand in one voice and
condemn Hamas and Hezbollah, and their pri-
mary sponsors, Iran and Syria, for these cross
border attacks.
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| ask my colleagues to join me in supporting
Israel and condemning these heinous acts,
and cast a vote in favor of H. Res. 107.

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
it's been more than seven months now and
many have forgotten about the three Israeli
soldiers kidnapped by Hamas and Hezbollah:
Ehud Goldwasser, Eldad Regev, and Gilad
Shalit. Hezbollah seems to have forgotten that
last years hostilities ended only after there
were promises regarding the return of the
Israeli men. This just goes to reinforce the fact
that terrorist organizations cannot be nego-
tiated with.

In 2004, United Nations Security Council
Resolution 1559 called for Hezbollah in Leb-
anon to disband. Despite a half-dozen state-
ments from the Secretary-General, they con-
tinued to occupy the border region as UN ob-
servers looked on. We don’t know for sure,
but these very observers may have watched

Hezbollah cross the border and kidnap
Goldwasser and Regev.
Security Council Resolution 170, which

ended the most recent conflict, again called
for Hezbollah to disarm and return of the sol-
diers. They remain in Lebanon and Gaza and
not even international organizations such as
the Red Cross have been able to see them
and be assured of their fair treatment.

Israel has demonstrated its commitment to
the Resolution by ceasing hostilities and pull-
ing back its soldiers, but yet again they are
dealing with opponents who show disrespect
to all and whose word cannot be trusted.

We stand together with Israel to call again
for the unconditional release of these three
men. We pray for their safe return and for
peace between Israel and its neighbors. They
will not be forgotten by their families, by their
nation, or by this body.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, | strongly support
H. Res. 107, a resolution calling for the imme-
diate and unconditional release of Israeli sol-
diers Gilad Shalit, Ehud Goldwasser and
Eldad Regev, who continue to be held by the
terror organizations Hamas and Hezbollah
more than 6 months after being captured.
These soldiers were kidnapped on lIsraeli soil
in two separate, but equally brazen attacks,
which were acts of war.

During their time in captivity, Hamas and
Hezbollah, both of whom desire to simulta-
neously maintain an armed wing and a polit-
ical wing, have not reported on the soldiers’
health and have not granted access to inter-
national organizations to check on their well-
being.

In August of last year, shortly after the fight-
ing between Israeli forces and Hezbollah
stopped, | visited Lebanon and northern Israel.
While in Israel, we met with the families of the
kidnapped soldiers. | cannot tell you how dif-
ficult it is, especially for a parent, to know a
loved one is in harm’s way and there is noth-
ing you can do to help him.

It is so important this resolution is on the
floor of the House today because we want the
soldiers to know, we want their families to
know, and we want Hamas and Hezbollah and
the state sponsors of their terrorist activities—
Iran and Syria to know that America has not
forgotten the kidnappings that took place last
summer. We will not forget this injustice until
the soldiers are returned home to their families
safe and sound.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker |
rise today as a proud original cosponsor of
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House Resolution 107, calling for the imme-
diate and unconditional release of the Israeli
soldiers held captive by Hamas and Hezbollah
since last summer.

The critical bipartisan legislation being intro-
duced today calls for the immediate and un-
conditional release of the three Israeli soldiers
who were captured last summer. Ehud
Goldwasser, 31, and Eldad Regev, 26, were
kidnapped by Hezbollah on July 12, 2006.
Gilad Shalit was kidnapped by Hamas on
June 25, 2006.

Moreover, my cosponsorship of this legisla-
tion follows up on the July 29, 2006 letter |
wrote to American Red Cross Interim Presi-
dent Jack McGuire urging the American Red
Cross to apply pressure to the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to look
into the well-being of the three Israeli soldiers.
My colleague, Canadian Senator Jerry S.
Grafstein, wrote a similar letter.

To date, Gilad is the only captive Israeli sol-
dier to have been confirmed to be alive by his
captors. Hezbollah has not given any indica-
tion as to whether the other two Israeli sol-
diers they captured are injured or even still
alive. Contrary to the most basic standards of
humanitarian conduct, Hamas and Hezbollah
have prevented access to all of the Israeli
captives by representatives of the International
Committee of the Red Cross.

| and all in this country, resent terrorist
groups who use human life as a strategic tool
to further their radical agenda. In calling for
the release of these Israeli prisoners, the
United States stands with Israel and sends a
united message to terrorists that their fanatic
behavior will be unsuccessful in deterring a
Middle East peace.

| support the efforts the Israeli government
has thus far made in attempting to gain the
captives’ release. Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni
and her fellow ministers, as well as Prime Min-
ister Ehud Olmert, have continued to raise this
issue at the highest levels in their diplomatic
meetings.

These three brave soldiers have been held
hostage without medical attention and without
communication or access to their family for far
too long. The United States Congress has not
forgotten these men and will make every effort
to secure their freedom. The Shalit,
Goldwasser and Regev families should know
that | and the United States stand by them
and pray for the return of their sons.

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ACKERMAN) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 107, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
EXPRESSING SENSE OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
THAT BANGLADESH SHOULD

DROP CHARGES AGAINST SALAH
UDDIN SHOAIB CHOUDHURY

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
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