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Girl Scouting builds confidence, character,
and leadership skills which allow girls to grow
into young women who make positive con-
tributions to the world around them. Each
unique experience, be it reading to younger
students or participating in a math competition,
empowers girls and helps them reach their full
potential.

On the national level, the Girl Scouts of the
USA has been an advocate for girls’ involve-
ment in math, science and engineering; for vi-
olence prevention and for the health and safe-
ty of all girls. Through their many government
and corporate partnerships, the Girl Scouts
bring innovative programming to girls through-
out the country and expand their reach to un-
derserved communities where girls need it
most.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud that the Girl Scouts
of Freedom Valley, which serves my district,
has over 21,000 members and 7,000 adult
volunteers. | am proud to have such a won-
derful team of volunteers dedicated to the
leadership and character development of girls
in Southeastern Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
know that all of us take pride knowing that
each and every Girl Scout of today will be one
of tomorrow’s leaders.

| know the Girl Scouts of the USA will cele-
brate many more anniversaries and continue
to be a positive influence on our Nation’s girls
and on our society for generations to come.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvis) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 136.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

—————

ESTABLISHING DUTCH-AMERICAN
FRIENDSHIP DAY

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 89) expressing
the sense of the House of Representa-
tives that a day should be established
as Dutch-American Friendship Day to
celebrate the historic ties of the United
States and the Netherlands.

The Clerk read as follows

H. RES. 89

Whereas, 226 years ago, on the 19th of
April, 1782 in the City of the Hague, the Am-
bassadorial credentials of John Adams were
officially recognized by Prince William V of
Orange and the States-General, thus estab-
lishing formal diplomatic ties between the
new government of the United States and
the Republic of the Netherlands.

Whereas the historical ties between the
Dutch and American people go back nearly
200 years earlier to the period when the Pil-
grims resided for almost 11 years in the
Netherlands before sailing to the new world;
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Whereas the diplomatic ties between the
governments of the United States and the
Netherlands are the longest continuous ties
between the United States and any country
of the world;

Whereas the Dutch contribution to the
American melting pot has played such a sig-
nificant role in the life of America as exem-
plified by Presidents Martin Van Buren,
Theodore Roosevelt, and Franklin Delano
Roosevelt;

Whereas the bonds of friendship linking
the Dutch and American people continue to
grow in strength and affection; and

Whereas the heritage of this friendship be-
tween peoples serves as a laudable example
for the kinds of relations that should link all
the peoples of the earth and should be prop-
erly extolled: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House
of Representatives that a day should be es-
tablished as Dutch-American Friendship Day
to celebrate the historic ties of the United
States and the Netherlands.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. WESTMORELAND)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, every year we and the
Dutch-American community in the
Netherlands celebrate the bilateral re-
lations between the Netherlands and
the United States. On April 19, 1782,
John Adams, the second President of
the United States, was received by the
State’s General in The Hague and rec-
ognized as Minister Plenipotentiary of
the United States of America.

Also, this was the day that Mr.
Adams purchased a house at Fluwelen
Burgwal 18 in The Hague, which be-
came the first American embassy in
the world. This day is known by many
people as the Dutch-American Friend-
ship Day that reminds us how the
Dutch played a role in America’s his-
tory and traditions.

Prior to 1782, America had always
had a long-standing relationship with
the Dutch going back as far as 1609
when Henry Hudson, an explorer hired
by a Dutch-based United East India
Company, traveled up a river that now
bears his name and made a land claim
for his employer in the area known as
New York.
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His exploration helped the Dutch to
continue to be the foremost traders
and merchant mariners in the world
and expanded their influence in setting
up a trading post on the southern end
of Manhattan Island. In 1625, the Dutch
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used beads to purchase Manhattan
from the Indians for 60 guilders, about
$24, and renamed it New Amsterdam.

It became the center for trade and
commerce that attracted the best and
brightest people from different walks
of life, culture, and creeds. New Am-
sterdam received an official charter
and officially became a city in 1653,
making it to the first city in North
America where citizens freely elected
their city council. This was one of the
first acts to help establish a platform
for democracy in the United States.

In 1776, the Dutch played a major
role in financing the Revolutionary
War, and it was repaid by the U.S. Gov-
ernment with stock certificates, an ac-
tion that eventually led to the estab-
lishment of the New York Stock Ex-
change in 1791. Many prominent Ameri-
cans from Dutch ancestry have made
significant contributions to our coun-
try, like Presidents Martin van Buren,
Theodore Roosevelt, and Franklin D.
Roosevelt. All were great Americans
who dedicated their lives to help shape
America to be the land of the free and
home of the brave.

The Dutch contributions to America
are part of our customs and traditions
that have enriched our lives for over
200 years. So it is very easy to support
H. Res. 89. I do so and urge all of my
colleagues to give their support.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself as much time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, America began its rela-
tionship with the Dutch in 1609 when
Captain Henry Hudson, searching for a
faster route to Asia, sailed up what is
now known as the Hudson River. Al-
though he did not find his way to Asia,
he and other Dutch traders quickly saw
the potential and opportunity of this
country and established the second Eu-
ropean settlement in America named
Fort Nassau near Albany, New York.

Their growth continued, and eventu-
ally a large portion of the early eastern
United States was settled by the
Dutch. The Dutch and the TUnited
States have proven to be extraordinary
allies over the past 200 years, where in
many instances they came to each oth-
er’s aid at critical times in history.

Shortly after the Revolutionary War,
the Netherlands presented a risky and
courageous act by being the first coun-
try to salute the American flag. A few
years later, on April 19, 1782, John
Adams secured the recognition of the
United States as an independent gov-
ernment at The Hague. He was the first
U.S. envoy to the Netherlands and bro-
kered the first loan for Congress from
three banks in the Netherlands, which
amounted to the entire U.S. foreign
debt at that time.

Consequently, the Netherlands fol-
lowed France to become the second
country in the world to establish for-
mal diplomatic relations with the
United States. Also during this time,
John Adams purchased a home that be-
came the first American embassy on
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foreign soil anywhere in the world.
These ties still remain strong and, in
fact, constitute one of the longest, un-
broken diplomatic relationships be-
tween the United States and any for-
eign country right up until the present
time.

The Netherlands have demonstrated
its commitment to the United States,
even in modern times, by being one of
the first countries to ally itself with
the U.S. after the attack on Pearl Har-
bor. It was one of the first to assist in
the war on terror; and in the wake of
Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita,
the Netherlands graciously provided
Members of Congress access to their
unique and innovative perspective on
water management and flood protec-
tion.

I would also like to point out that
Dutch Americans have contributed
greatly to our fine country and have
played a significant role in the life of
America. This is exemplified by our
three Presidents of Dutch descent,
Presidents Martin van Buren, Theodore
Roosevelt and Franklin Roosevelt.
Dutch Americans have served at all
levels of our government and have
served us well in this distinguished
body, including the two sponsors of
this bill, Mr. HOEKSTRA, and my col-
league on the committee, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN.

Dutch Americans and our rich his-
tory have many firsts with the Nether-
lands, and it continues to strengthen
our tie with this true diplomatic friend
working side by side with the United
States to bring peace, freedom, and
commerce in the world at large.

I urge all of my colleagues to join me
in supporting H. Res. 89.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
it is my pleasure now to yield such
time as she may consume to the gen-

tlewoman from New York (Mrs.
MALONEY).
Mrs. MALONEY of New York. I

thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
for H. Res. 89. New York City was first
founded by the Dutch, and they made a
tremendous contribution to the city I
am honored to represent and to our
country. Two of the Dutch Presidents,
Theodore Roosevelt and Franklin Dela-
no Roosevelt, both came from New
York.

If you go to the City Museum of New
York, there is really a beautiful exhibit
that pays tribute to the many con-
tributions in our early days by the
Dutch.

I rise in strong support of this resolu-
tion and to the preceding resolution,
which honors the 95th anniversary of
the Girl Scouts. I really rise today to
honor the 95 years of educating, nur-
turing, and empowering our Nation’s
girls through the Girl Scout programs.
Its 3.6 million members learn skills and
develop character that help them suc-
ceed in the real world.

The Girl Scouts’ Web site highlights
the organization’s focus on the leader-
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ship, strong values, social conscience
and conviction about their own poten-
tial and self-worth of its members.
These are vital attributes that help
girls grow into the women who will
lead our country and inspire the next
generation of scouts.

I know personally about the power of
being a Girl Scout, because I was one.
The basic character and skills I learned
then have served me my entire life, and
they even serve me now in Congress.

For that I owe the Girl Scouts and
the great Juliette Gordon, who founded
the organization in 1912, a great debt of
gratitude. I am proud that my home-
town, New York City, is home to the
Girl Scouts’ national headquarters. I
applaud the scouts for 95 years of em-
powerment and excellence, and I wish
them many more years of helping nur-
ture America’s girls.

I rise in support of these two resolu-
tions and applaud the leadership of my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle for
bringing them before this body today,
and I wurge unanimous support for
them.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
it is now my pleasure to yield as much
time as he may consume to my distin-
guished colleague from Michigan (Mr.
HOEKSTRA).

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H. Res. 89, which
expresses the sense of the House of
Representatives that a day should be
established as Dutch American Friend-
ship Day.

On April 19, 2007, the United States
and the Netherlands will mark 225
years of unbroken diplomatic rela-
tions. It is the United States’ longest
existing diplomatic relationship.

My parents emigrated to the United
States from the Netherlands when I
was 3 years old. I am deeply proud of
my Dutch heritage and feel that I have
a special connection to both countries.
As Russell Shorto notes in ‘““The Island
at the Center of the World,”” Americans
are indebted to the culture of tolerance
that was present in 17th-century Dutch
Manhattan, where men and women of
diverse races and religions lived in rel-
ative peace for the first time in the
New World.

Dutch ideals such as individuality,
freedom, hard work, and human rights
have flourished in the United States;
and our two countries can and have
worked together to confront common
challenges to our very similar soci-
eties. Last year, my colleague on the
other side of the aisle, CHRIS VAN
HOLLEN, and I created a bipartisan
Congressional Caucus on the Nether-
lands, a group that I hope will deepen
our understanding of the ways in which
we can continue to keep working to-
gether as allies for the mutual benefit
of our countries.

The United States and the Dutch
have proven to be outstanding allies,
allies for over 200 years. The Nether-
lands was the first country to salute
the American flag after the Revolu-
tionary War. It was one of the first to
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assist the United States and recognize
the threat from radical militant
Islamists and has graciously provided
Members of Congress and others with
critical access to their unique and in-
novative perspective on water manage-
ment and flood protection in the wake
of Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane
Rita.

Put simply, the value of the relation-
ship between our two countries and the
opportunities that exist to learn from
each other should be deeply appre-
ciated and recognized.

I encourage all Members to support
H. Res. 89 to honor Dutch and Amer-
ican friendship and celebrate the his-
toric ties between our countries

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise as a co-
sponsor in strong support of H. Res. 89, ex-
pressing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that a day should be established
as Dutch-American Friendship Day, to cele-
brate the historic ties of the United States and
the Netherlands.

My district in West Michigan has some of
the deepest roots of Dutch-American history
and heritage in the country. Dutch explorers,
traders and settlers were a significant part of
the earliest European exploration of the New
World, especially in New York and New Jer-
sey. However, the first major wave of Dutch
immigration began in the 1840s with the
Dissentings (later on known as Calvinists), a
new group of religious people in the Nether-
lands. Like so many of the original settlers
here in America, they wanted more religious
liberty than they experienced in their home
country. They were also seeking prosperity in
a time of economic downturn and agricultural
hardship in Europe. So the Dutch pilgrims
dared the journey across the Atlantic to New
York and then moved across northern New
York and finally settled near the shores of
Lake Michigan. Waves of Dutch settlers soon
found Grand Rapids and Holland, Michigan, to
be the places of job growth and the religious
liberty they were seeking.

| am proud to report that the traditions of a
“Dutch work ethic” and religious devotion still
permeate Grand Rapids and the West Michi-
gan region today. Generations of Dutch immi-
grants have enriched our area with the unique
customs and traditions of their ancestral
homeland. They are a people that have given
the world great artists, celebrated philoso-
phers, noted theologians, and leaders of inter-
national business.

The Dutch-American Friendship Day called
for in this resolution would be an honorable re-
sponse to annual celebrations in the Nether-
lands. Every year, the Dutch-American com-
munity in the Netherlands commemorates the
bilateral relations between the Netherlands
and the United States. Celebrated on April 19,
the Dutch-American Friendship Day remem-
bers the day that John Adams, the second
president of the United States, was received
by the States General in The Hague and rec-
ognized as an ambassador of the United
States of America. It was also the day that the
house he had purchased at Fluwelen Burgwal
18 in The Hague became the first American
Embassy in the world. Today, the diplomatic
ties between our two governments are the
longest continuous ties between the U.S. and
any other country in the world.
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This long history of diplomacy, cooperation
and friendship should be lauded as an exam-
ple for all nations. | congratulate my colleague
from West Michigan, PETER HOEKSTRA—him-
self a Dutch-American—for introducing this
resolution. | am proud of my family’s and my
wife’s family’s Dutch roots, Mr. Speaker, and
| urge my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | am happy
to rise today in support of House Resolution
89, expressing the sense of the House of
Representatives that a day should be estab-
lished as Dutch-American Friendship Day.

The Dutch/American relationship is the long-
est unbroken diplomatic relationship in the his-
tory of the United States of America. The rela-
tionship actually began years before the Pil-
grims landed in America as they first resided
for almost 11 years in the Netherlands before
sailing for the New World.

On November 16, 1776, only 4 months after
declaring our independence from Great Brit-
ain, an American ship sailed into the West In-
dies Dutch harbor of St. Eustatius and was
greeted by a cannon salute in recognition of
the American flag. It was the first official rec-
ognition by any sovereign nation of the United
States.

On April 19, 1789, Ambassador John
Adams officially presented his credentials to
Prince William of Orange, thus establishing
the diplomatic ties between the United States
and the Republic of the Netherlands that we
enjoy today.

The U.S./Dutch relationship has stood the
test of time and has strengthened in the cru-
cible of conflict as the Dutch have stood be-
side us in times of peace and war. The Dutch
supported us in our war for independence.
Sixty years ago Dutch and American service-
men stood side by side during World War |
and today the Dutch stand by us still in the
Global War on Terror.

The debt we owe to our Dutch friends is
seen not only in our people, and in the per-
sons of such famous Dutch Americans as
Presidents Martin VanBuren, and Theodore
and Franklin Roosevelt, but also in our experi-
ence as a Nation. Our traditions of religious
freedom and tolerance as well as our system
of government, all have spiritual and legal
roots in our relationship with the Dutch Repub-
lic.

That is why | stand today to thank the Dutch
people for their support over these centuries
and to encourage the founding of a Dutch-
American Friendship Day.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I urge all Members to support the pas-
sage of H. Res. 89, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
support and strongly urge the passage
of H. Res. 89, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvis) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 89.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.
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The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

———

RECOGNIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE
OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 198) recognizing
the significance of Black History
Month.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 198

Whereas the first African Americans were
brought forcibly to the shores of America as
early as the 17th century;

Whereas African Americans were enslaved
in the United States and subsequently faced
the injustices of lynch mobs, segregation,
and denial of basic, fundamental rights;

Whereas despite this enslavement, early
Black Americans made significant contribu-
tions to the economic, educational, political,
artistic, literary, religious, scientific, and
technological advancement of the United
States;

Whereas in the face of these injustices,
United States citizens of all races distin-
guished themselves in their commitment to
ideals of which the United States was found-
ed and fought for the rights and freedom of
African Americans;

Whereas the United States was conceived,
as stated in the Declaration of Independence,
as a new country dedicated to the propo-
sition that ‘‘all Men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with cer-
tain inalienable Rights, that among these
are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happi-
ness’’;

Whereas since its founding, the United
States has been an imperfect work in mak-
ing progress towards those noble goals;

Whereas the history of the United States is
the story of a people regularly affirming
high ideals, striving to reach them but often
failing, and then struggling to come to terms
with the disappointment of that failure be-
fore committing themselves to trying again;
and

Whereas the month of February is offi-
cially celebrated as Black History Month,
which dates back to 1926, when Dr. Carter G.
Woodson set aside a special period of time in
February to recognize the heritage and
achievement of Black Americans: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes the significance of Black
History Month as an important time to rec-
ognize the contributions of Black Americans
in the Nation’s history, and encourages the
continued celebration of this month to pro-
vide an opportunity for all people of the
United States to learn more about the past
and to better understand the experiences
that have shaped the Nation; and

(2) affirms that—

(A) the contributions of Black Americans
are a significant part of the history,
progress, and heritage of the United States;
and

(B) the ethnic and racial diversity of the
United States enriches and strengthens the
Nation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAvVIS) and the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. WESTMORELAND)
each will control 20 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
now yield myself such time as I might
consume.

Mr. Speaker, every February Ameri-
cans celebrate African American Black
History Month. This tribute dates back
to 1926, and it is credited to a Harvard
scholar, Dr. Carter G. Woodson. Dr.
Woodson, the son of former slaves,
dedicated his life to ensuring that
black history was accurately docu-
mented and disseminated.

In an effort to bring national atten-
tion to the contributions of African
Americans, Dr. Woodson organized the
first annual Negro History Week in
1926. He selected the second week of
February, during which Abraham Lin-
coln and Frederick Douglass had cele-
brated their birthdays.

Later, Woodson’s contributions
helped emerge during the civil rights
campaign of the 1950s and 1960s, where
the black studies movement began to
spawn African American history, the-
ory courses, programs and departments
on the Nation’s college and university
campuses. During the early 1970s,
Negro History Week was renamed
Black History Week; and in 1976, it offi-
cially became Black History Month,
designating all of February for the rec-
ognition of African American history.

In 1926, during the time for the first
organized tribute to black history, the
sociopolitical landscape in this country
for African Americans was demon-
strably different than it is today. At
that time, ‘‘separate but equal,”” a doc-
trine that afforded African Americans
second-class citizenship, was the law of
the land, although it was an immoral
one.

Through many historic efforts of
many Americans of all races, legalized
discrimination became a thing of the
past. This body passed landmark legis-
lation, most notably the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act
of 1965. This was just 43 and 42 years
ago when President Lyndon Johnson
signed these legislative measures into
law, laws that prevented Jim Crow
laws from subjugating and denying Af-
rican Americans the right to vote in
certain southern States, the imposition
of poll taxes, the segregation of
schools, housing, bus and train trans-
portation, restrooms and other public
accommodations.
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Moreover, Black History Month is
also promoting public awareness of the

struggles and achievements of African
Americans. We must continue to build
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