March 12, 2007

REAUTHORIZING THE STEEL AND
ALUMINUM ENERGY CONSERVA-
TION AND TECHNOLOGY COM-
PETITIVENESS ACT OF 1988

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1126) to reauthorize the Steel and
Aluminum Energy Conservation and
Technology Competitiveness Act of
1988.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 1126

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Section 9 of the Steel and Aluminum Energy
Conservation and Technology Competitive-
ness Act of 1988 (15 U.S.C. 5108) is amended to
read as follows:

“SEC. 9. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

‘“There are authorized to be appropriated
to the Secretary to carry out this Act
$12,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 2008
through 2012.”.

(b) STEEL PROJECT PRIORITIES.—Section
4(c)(1) of the Steel and Aluminum Energy
Conservation and Technology Competitive-
ness Act of 1988 (15 U.S.C. 5103(c)(1)) is
amended—

(1) in subparagraph (H), by striking ‘‘coat-
ings for sheet steels” and inserting ‘‘sheet
and bar steels”; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(K) The development of technologies
which reduce greenhouse gas emissions.”.

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—The Steel
and Aluminum Energy Conservation and
Technology Competitiveness Act of 1988 is
further amended—

(1) by striking section 7 (15 U.S.C. 5106);
and
(2) in section 8 (15 U.S.C. 5107), by inserting
, beginning with fiscal year 2008,” after
‘‘close of each fiscal year’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. LIPINSKI) and the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. HALL) each will con-
trol 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on H.R. 1126, the
bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to support
H.R. 1126, legislation reauthorizing the
Steel and Aluminum Energy Conserva-
tion and Technology Competitiveness
Act of 1988, also known as the Metals
Initiative.

Today, the steel industry and other
metals industry, including aluminum
and copper, are important parts of our
national economy; and they must re-
main innovative in order to stay com-
petitive in the increasingly global
economy. It is vital to ensure that
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these industries are fully prepared to
confront the challenges they face. This
bill will help develop the innovative
tools needed to grow valuable Amer-
ican jobs and businesses, and to protect
the environment, by tapping into good
old-fashioned American ingenuity.

Originally passed by the 100th Con-
gress, the Metals Initiative authorizes
Federal cost-sharing of research whose
goals are threefold: first, enhancing en-
ergy efficiency; second, increasing the
competitiveness of American indus-
tries; and, third, improving the envi-
ronment through reductions in green-
house gas emissions.

More specifically, this legislation
promotes collaborative, public-private
cost-shared research between American
industry, the Department of Energy,
and institutions of higher education.
The bill would reauthorize the Metals
Initiative at $12 million per year for
fiscal year 2008 through fiscal year 2012
to fund advanced metals research.

The success of the American steel in-
dustry has a special personal signifi-
cance to me. My father-in-law was a
steelworker at Bethlehem Steel in
Johnstown, Pennsylvania, until he lost
his job when his plant closed due to
foreign competition. This bill will help
prevent further loss of good American
jobs like his by using American innova-
tion to increase the competitiveness of
our domestic industry.

While American industries have sig-
nificantly modernized, the pace of
technology and the competition from
overseas is relentless. Reauthorization
of this bill is essential to grow Amer-
ican jobs, keep the customers of metal
industries strong, and ensure that we
have a domestic supply of the mate-
rials we need for our national defense.

The results of this program speak for
themselves. Since its inception, the
Metals Initiative has delivered numer-
ous technologies to the factory floor,
resulting in incredible environmental
and energy savings while increasing
the competitive position of the steel
industry and the domestic manufac-
turing sector.

In the Chicago area, schools such as
my alma mater Northwestern Univer-
sity have participated in this program,
as well as companies such as IPSCO.
Because of the advances made in steel
production, partially through the in-
dustry’s partnership with DOE, the
steel industry as a whole used 28 per-
cent less energy per ton in 2004 than it
did in 1990.

In addition, this research has pro-
duced several successful and important
technological breakthroughs, including
the development of advanced high-
strength steels and ultra-lightweight
steel automobile bodies, meaning light-

er, safer and more energy-efficient
cars.
Recently, these advanced tech-

nologies were applied to a new, light-
weight military vehicle, yielding per-
formance improvements including 25
percent weight savings and 50 percent
fuel efficiency improvements. Through
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this partnership program, the U.S.
Army now has a next generation tac-
tical vehicle that is agile and respon-
sive. These advances, applied to the ci-
vilian versions of the vehicle, add a
substantial further positive impact to
our Nation’s economy.

It is also important to note that the
Federal funds in this program are given
to the schools to conduct the research.
Companies are not the recipients of
funds, and they must provide a share of
the cost of the research. But the Amer-
ican company that provides that match
has the first opportunity to take ad-
vantage of the research findings and
improve their manufacturing oper-
ations, benefiting American workers.

H.R. 1126 is simply a great example of
how public-private partnership can
benefit American workers and tax-
payers, while saving energy, improving
the environment, and accelerating the
development and implementation of
modern technology.

All Americans can benefit from com-
monsense programs such as this one,
and I urge my colleagues to support
H.R. 1126.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in support of H.R. 1126, a bill
to reauthorize the Steel and Aluminum
Energy Conservation and Technology
Competitiveness Act of 1988. This legis-
lation has been passed unanimously by
this body for the past two Congresses,
and I hope it will do so again today.

The Department of Energy’s steel-re-
lated energy-efficiency research and
development program was first estab-
lished in 1986 and was expanded to a
broader ‘‘metals initiative’’ in 1988
when the President signed into law the
Steel and Aluminum Energy Conserva-
tion and Technology Competitiveness
Act of 1988.

Reauthorization of appropriations for
the program occurred in 1992 with the
passage of the Energy Policy Act, but
expired in 1997. The steel industry and
the Department of Energy continued
the partnership under the Metals Ini-
tiative and its predecessor, the Steel
Initiative, after the authorization ex-
pired. This bill would reauthorize the
important program through 2012 and
expand it slightly by adding research
on technologies that reduce greenhouse
gas emissions.

The metals industry is one of the
most energy-intensive industries, with
energy accounting for a major portion
of the cost of production. Improving
energy efficiency for this industry will
help to reduce the cost of steel and
keep American steelmakers competi-
tive in the world market. Improving ef-
ficiency will also help with our coun-
try’s goal to become energy inde-
pendent and environmentally respon-
sible.

Investment made at the government
level in partnership with industry to
stimulate achievement of this in-
creased energy efficiency has shown
great results. Over the years, 58 steel
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companies and 23 research organiza-
tions participated in and benefited
from this program. According to testi-
mony from the United States Steel
Corporation, through this program
they saw a ‘‘set of projects that saved
nearly a barrel of oil per Federal dollar
invested. Or, in terms of the environ-
ment, a ton of CO, for every $2 of Fed-
eral money invested, all the while de-
livering real technology to the plant
floor to help maintain a competitive
advantage.”

I ask my colleagues to join me in
support of H.R. 1126.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, this bill
represents a great example of what we
can be doing and should be doing in
this country. We have legislation here
that takes advantage of our great
American universities and all of the
knowledge, wisdom that is there, the
research ability of these institutions,
and puts that together with American
industry to come up with ways that we
can both save American jobs, grow
American jobs, and help to protect the
environment.

As Representative HALL said, a dollar
in this program saves a barrel of oil. It
is a great opportunity and a great ex-
ample of what we should be doing more
of here in this Congress.

I would like to thank Representa-
tives EHLERS and AKIN for their sup-
port also on this legislation. I urge my
colleagues to pass this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. LIPIN-
SKI) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 1126.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

COMMENDING THE GIRL SCOUTS
ON THEIR 95TH ANNIVERSARY

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 136) com-
mending the Girl Scouts of the United
States of America on the occasion of
their 95th anniversary, for providing
quality age-appropriate experiences
that prepare girls to become the lead-
ers of tomorrow and for raising issues
important to girls.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. REs. 136

Whereas the Girl Scouts of the United
States of America (hereinafter referred to as
the ““Girl Scouts’) is an organization that is
committed to helping girls of today become
leaders of tomorrow and that delivers qual-
ity experiences for girls locally, nationally,
and internationally (through USA Girl
Scouts Overseas);

Whereas the Girl Scouts are celebrating
their 95th anniversary on March 12, 2007;

Whereas the Girl Scout program is girl-
driven, reflecting the ever-changing needs
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and interests of participating girls, and pro-
vides girls with a wide variety of opportuni-
ties through its new mission statement,
““Girl Scouting builds girls of courage, con-
fidence, and character, who make the world
a better place.”’;

Whereas the Girl Scouts encourage in-
creased skill-building and responsibility, and
also promotes the development of strong
leadership and decision-making skills,
through program activities that are age-ap-
propriate and based on the ‘“‘Girl Scout
Promise and Law’’;

Whereas at all levels of the Girl Scouts,
girls participate in activities that build self-
confidence, responsibility, integrity, cre-
ative decision-making skills, and teamwork,
helping them take steps toward becoming
the leaders of tomorrow and developing real-
world leadership abilities that will last them
a lifetime;

Whereas the Girl Scouts advocate for pub-
lic policy that is girl-centered and beneficial
to all girls;

Whereas the Girl Scouts recognize that ap-
proximately 9,000,000 children over the age of
6 are obese; that obesity is highest among
girls coming from families with low-income
levels, and that fewer than 1 in 3 adolescents
participate in an acceptable amount of phys-
ical exercise, with girls getting less exercise
than boys overall; and

Whereas the Girl Scouts are focusing on
promoting healthy living for girls during
2007 and recognize through a recent study
“The New Normal: What Girls are Saying
About Healthy Living’ that girls define
“health” as a combination of diet and exer-
cise as well as emotional well-being and self-
esteem: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) commends the Girl Scouts of the United
States of America for its efforts to launch a
national dialogue on the issue of obesity
among young girls;

(2) recognizes the Girl Scouts of the United
States of America for its leadership and ex-
pertise in knowing the needs of girls through
the work of the Girl Scout Research Insti-
tute; and

(3) commends the Girl Scouts of the United
States of America for continuing to actively
promote issues important to girls.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from II-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. WESTMORELAND)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, it was a brisk March
morning when Juliette Gordon Low
placed a historic phone call to her
cousin in Savannah, Georgia. Juliette
said, ‘“‘Come right over. I’ve got some-
thing for the girls of Savannah, and all
of America, and the world, and we’re
going to start it tonight.”

That phone call proved to be a his-
toric one. On the evening of March 12,
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1912, Juliette Gordon Low gathered 18
girls to register the first troop of Girl
Scouts in the United States of Amer-
ica. With one phone call a movement
was born.

An organization founded upon the
principles of strength, empowerment,
responsibility, and community, the
Girl Scouts have continued to change
the lives of many girls for generations.
While other organizations have strug-
gled to deal with factors such as race
and socioeconomic status, the Girl
Scouts have always been looked at as
an organization of inclusion, having de-
segregated councils as early as 1917.
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The Girl Scouts also offer programs
for girls in unusual situations that
make it difficult for them to partici-
pate in the standard program. The Girl
Scouts Beyond Bars programs helps
daughters of incarcerated mothers to
connect with their mothers and to have
the mothers participate in Girl Scout
activities.

Another program, Girl Scouting in
Detention Centers, allows girls who are
themselves in detention centers to par-
ticipate in scouting. Other initiatives
try to help girls in rural areas or in
public housing. There are also pro-
grams for American girls living over-
seas.

Mr. Speaker, I would be remiss if I
did not comment on one of my favorite
Girl Scout traditions, which is the an-
nual cookie sale. For many years, I was
overjoyed when I would see the little
girls selling cookies door to door. I per-
sonally like the shortbread cookies.

It is because of the long-standing his-
tory and commitment of the Girl
Scouts of the United States of America
that I commend them and ask my col-
leagues for their support in the passage
of this commendation without delay.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself as much time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, today commemorates
the 95th anniversary of the founding of
the Girl Scouts of the United States of
America. Founder Juliette Daisy Gor-
don Low organized the first Girl Scout
meeting with 18 girls in Savannah,
Georgia. While living in the United
Kingdom, Low dreamed of giving the
United States something for all girls
and envisioned exposing girls to help-
ing their communities and enjoying
the outdoors.

The organization went through many
different name changes, but it was fi-
nally renamed as we know it today in
1947. It was later chartered by the
United States Congress on March 16,
1950.

For 95 years, the Girl Scout organiza-
tion has provided real-world leadership
training for over 50 million girls and
young women across the Nation.
Today, overall membership includes 2.7
million girl members and 928,000 adult
members, working primarily as volun-
teers. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to say
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