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the service that they are not providing,
as we learn these things, we have to go
about correcting them.

I would much rather appropriate dol-
lars to make sure that someone’s
uncle, someone’s mother, someone’s
daughter, someone’s nephew who laid
it down on behalf of this country gets
what we said we would give them. That
is quality health care, accountability
and oversight.

If any Member has a problem with
that, they need to evaluate themselves
or their purpose here in Congress. I am
glad to hear many Members saying to
the Army: Tell us what you need. Now
there will be strings attached, and
there will be language to bring about
oversight. And there will be individuals
who will be paying attention to what
you are doing. The old days of giving
you the money and you just doing what
you want to do are over. Account-
ability measures will be in place.

As we start to look at next week and
as we start to move into next week, I
think it is important that folks under-
stand that this is going to be an open
House, and we are going to promote
government and crack down on waste.
That is what next week is going to be
all about. Next week is going to be
about trying to crack down on waste
and for us to start turning this around
and balancing the budget. And of
course, only Democrats can say we
have actually balanced the budget be-
cause we have. Republicans had 12
years of control and did not balance
the budget. They talked about it but
did not do it. We did it.

To be able to say that, again, we need
to crack down and highlight and inves-
tigate waste. We are here representing
the American people. We are not just
here representing ourselves. No, I am
not here to represent Kendrick Meek. I
am here to represent those who have
sent me here and those that are count-
ing on us to do the things that we have
to do.

The Democrats have pledged to end
the culture of corruption in Wash-
ington, making the Congress account-
able to the people by sheer good gov-
ernment. What is wrong with that?

Next week the House will consider
measures to ensure that the Federal
Government is open and accountable to
the American people. The legislation
that is going to be brought up next
week is going to be the whistleblower
reforms, strengthening protections for
Federal whistleblowers to prevent
abuse, a lack of accountability. We
want to empower those who want to
step forward and say, there is corrup-
tion and waste over there. We want to
insulate those individuals. They are
our heroes and the heroes within the
Federal Government and contracting
world pointing out waste.

When we have countries like OPEC
and China owning so much of the
American pie, in the billions, that is a
national security issue. So we need to
treat these individuals accordingly.

Also next week, Presidential record
disclosure, which nullifies the 2001
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Presidential executive order and re-
stores public access to Presidential
records. That is important. Of course,
there will be language as relates to

super national security issues. They
won’t be able to touch those.
Presidential library donations, re-

quire the disclosure of donors to Presi-
dential libraries. We have a lot of that
going on. Additional material will be
shared next week as it relates to the
bills that will be coming to the floor,
but I think it is important that we
have the kind of flow to the House
floor that we need to have to be able to
prepare ourselves to govern for the rest
of the 110th Congress.

Now, Mr. Speaker, as we continue in
the 30-Something Working Group to
look at issues that we travel the coun-
try to hear Americans and those that
have come to Washington, D.C., look-
ing for accountability; as we carry
their prayer and their hope, and again
I am not talking about proud Demo-
crats, I am talking about all Ameri-
cans, it is our obligation and responsi-
bility to make sure that they get the
best representation possible. And it
should not be in the back halls of Con-
gress, a deep secret in the corner or
some sort of special meeting in the cor-
ner over here. It should be under the
lights of this Chamber and to make
sure that every Member understands.

One of the other principles of the 30-
Something Working Group, on this side
of the aisle and the Democratic Cau-
cus, we want to make sure that every
Member knows exactly what he or she
is doing and has the information that
they need, so they know what is com-
ing up, they know what we have done,
they know the responsibility that we
have to carry out as Members of the
U.S. House of Representatives, not as
Democrats or Republicans, but as
Members of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, because we don’t want
the American people to be cheated in
anyway by saying, you know, when I
voted on that, I didn’t quite know what
was going on. I'm sorry I voted against
that, veteran.

If you voted against the continuing
resolution, then you voted against $3.6
billion on behalf of veterans’ health
care.

Now for you to be a Member of Con-
gress and not to know that, something
is wrong, because that is the number
one group that is counting on you to do
the right thing on their behalf. They
have families, too.

They are elderly, too. They allow us
to be able to salute one flag. I say that
time and time again. I get chills,
bumps every time I say it, because it is
important.

My children have a better value for
the service that our men and women
carry out because they hear me talk
about it constantly. We travel and we
talk and read about foreign countries
and what is happening there. America
is the best and the most free country
on the face of the earth, and we want
to keep it that way. Whatever we have
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to do to keep it that way, we are will-
ing to do it. But we are going to do it
in a coordinated fashion. We are not
just going to do it entrusting others
somewhere in some building in Vir-
ginia, Maryland, or Washington, D.C.,
that are not empowered and validated
by the people of the United States of
America and sent here to watch out for
their best interest.

There are parents right now, when I
g0 grocery shopping in my district, Mr.
Speaker, I have parents walk up to me
and say, Congressman, my son is 16,
how long is this Iraq thing going to be
going on?

I have to be brutally honest with
them. I say, listen, as we talk about re-
deployment of troops, we have to un-
derstand, we are still in Korea and we
are still in Germany. But the real issue
is, we have to bring about the kind of
coordination that is needed on the ac-
countability end. We don’t want to be
putting brigades and platoons and say-
ing, you run over here. That is the gen-
erals’ job. That is not what we are
doing.

We are making sure that the troops
have what they need so when a general
says, g0 over here or send three bri-
gades over there, they have all of the
equipment and logistical support that
they need, and they have their mission
and they have the things that they
need to carry out that mission. That is
what we are calling for.

We are also calling for the Iraqi gov-
ernment to stop playing with the
United States Government. It will not
be allowed. So give us more time, give
us another chance, don’t worry about
it, as long as the U.S. troops are there,
and other countries have already an-
nounced redeployment of their troops.
We are sending more troops. You heard
the number, and I will close with this,
a number that I shared with you at the
beginning, March 8, 10 a.m., 3,178 troops
gone.

The next day, the next day, 10 a.m.,
March 9, 3,186 troops gone. That is the
next day.

So this is beyond serious. These are
families. And there are individuals that
are counting on us to lead, and as long
as you have a Democratic majority in
this House, they will get that leader-
ship because the will and the desire is
there. The political courage is there to
do it, and the American people are 110
percent behind accountability, fiscal
responsibility, moving in a new direc-
tion. They are in that circle with the
leadership of this House right now.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the
Speaker and the Democratic leadership
for allowing the 30-Something Working
Group to have an hour two nights ago
and tonight to share the message with
the Members of the House. It was an
honor addressing the House.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. EsHOO (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today.
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Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD (at the re-
quest of Mr. HOYER) for today on ac-
count of official business in the dis-
trict.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin (at the re-
quest of Mr. HOYER) for today.

Mr. BACHUS (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today on account of offi-
cial business.

Mr. NEUGEBAUER (at the request of
Mr. BOEHNER) for today on account of
official business.

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. HOLT) to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material:)

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. SCHIFF, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. HoLT, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. WAXMAN, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. TAYLOR, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. CONAWAY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. PENCE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. CONAWAY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, March 15 and
16.

(The following Member (at his own
request) to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr. CosTA, for 5 minutes, today.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 4 o’clock and 58 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Monday, March
12, 2007, at 12:30 p.m., for morning hour
debate.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

794. A letter from the Director, Defense
Procurement and Acquisition Policy, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation Supplement; Inflation
Adjustment of Acquisition-Related Thresh-
olds (DFARS 2004-D022) (RIN: 0750-AF16) re-
ceived February 9, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Armed
Services.

795. A letter from the General Counsel, Na-
tional Credit Union Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule —
Revisions to the Official Sign Indicating In-
sured Status (RIN: 3133-AD18) received Feb-
ruary 15, 2007, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.
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796. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Change of
Using Agency for Restricted Areas R-3008A,
B, C, D; Grand Bay Weapons Range, GA.
[Docket No. FAA-2006-26273; Airspace Docket
No. 06-A50-16] (RIN: 2120-AA66) received Feb-
ruary 27, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

797. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Airbus Model A319, A320, A321
Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2006-24431; Direc-
torate Identifier 2006-NM-011-AD; Amend-
ment 39-14648; AD 2006-12-22] (RIN: 2120-A A64)
received February 27, 2006, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

798. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Boeing Model 737-100, -200, -200C,
-300, -400, and -500 Series Airplanes [Docket
No. FAA-2006-25030; Directorate Identifier
2006-NM-109-AD; Amendment 39-14649; AD
2006-12-23] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received Feb-
ruary 27, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

799. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; General Electric Company CF6
Series Turbofan Engines [Docket No. 95-
ANE-10-AD; Amendment 39-14650; AD 2006-12-
24] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received February 27,
2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

800. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Bombardier Model CL-600-2B19
(Regional Jet Series 100 & 440) Airplanes
[Docket No. FAA-2005-22481; Directorate
Identifier 2004-NM-176-AD; Amendment 39-
14647; AD 2006-12-21] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received
February 27, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

801. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives Raytheon Model HS.125 Series
T00A and 700B Airplanes; Model BAe.125 Se-
ries 800A (Including Variants C-29A and U-
125), 800B, 1000A, and 1000B Airplanes; and
Hawker 800 (Including Variant TU-125A),
800XP, and 1000 Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-
2006-25011; Directorate Identifier 2006-NM-118-
AD; Amendment 39-14646; AD 2006-12-20] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received February 27, 2007, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

802. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Eurocopter France Model EC130
B4 Helicopters [Docket No. FAA-2006-24807;
Directorate Identifier 2005-SW-41-AD;
Amendment 39-14603; AD 2006-10-19] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received February 27, 2007, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

803. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule
— 26 CFR 301.7805-1: Rules and Regulations
(RIN: Rev. Rul. 2007-14) received February 10,
2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

———
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk

H2397

for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. WAXMAN: Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform. H.R. 985. A bill to
amend title 5, United States Code, to clarify
which disclosures of information are pro-
tected from prohibited personnel practices;
to require a statement in nondisclosure poli-
cies, forms, and agreements to the effect
that such policies, forms, and agreements
are consistent with certain disclosure pro-

tections, and for other purposes; with
amendments (Rept. 110-42, Pt. 1). Ordered to
be printed.

Mr. WAXMAN: Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform. H.R. 1254. A bill to
amend title 44, United States Code, to re-
quire information on contributors to Presi-
dential library fundraising organizations
(Rept. 110-43). Referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the State of the Union.

Mr. WAXMAN: Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform. H.R. 1255. A bill to
amend chapter 22 of title 44, United States
Code, popularly known as the Presidential
Records Act, to establish procedures for the
consideration of claims of constitutionally
based privilege against disclosure of Presi-
dential records; with amendments (Rept. 110-
44). Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union.

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XII, the
Committee on Armed Services dis-
charged from further consideration,
H.R. 985 referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the State of the
Union, and ordered to be printed.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS
Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions were introduced

and severally referred, as follows:
By Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Mr.

RAMSTAD, Mr. ABERCROMBIE, Mr.
ACKERMAN, Mr. ALEXANDER, MTr.
ALLEN, Mr. ANDREWS, Mr. ARCURI,

Mr. BAcA, Mr. BACHUS, Mr. BAIRD,
Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BARROW, Ms. BEAN,
Mr. BECERRA, Ms. BERKLEY, Mr. BER-
MAN, Mr. BERRY, Mr. BISHOP of Geor-
gia, Mr. BIsHOP of New York, Mr.
BLUMENAUER, Ms. BORDALLO, Mr.
BOREN, Mr. BOSWELL, Mr. BOUCHER,
Mr. BoyD of Florida, Mr. BRADY of
Pennsylvania, Mr. BRALEY of Iowa,
Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida, Mr.
BUTTERFIELD, Mrs. CAPPS, Mr.
CAPUANO, Mr. CARDOZA, Mr.
CARNAHAN, Mr. CARNEY, Ms. CARSON,
Ms. CASTOR, Mr. CHANDLER, Mrs.
CHRISTENSEN, Ms. CLARKE, Mr. CLAY,
Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. CLYBURN, Mr.
COHEN, Mr. CONYERS, Mr. COOPER, Mr.
CosTA, Mr. COSTELLO, Mr. COURTNEY,
Mr. CROWLEY, Mrs. CUBIN, Mr.
CUELLAR, Mr. CUMMINGS, Mr. DAVIS of
Alabama, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Mrs.
DAvis of California, Mr. LINCOLN
DAVIS of Tennessee, Mr. DEFAZIO, Ms.
DEGETTE, Mr. DELAHUNT, Ms.
DELAURO, Mr. DICKS, Mr. DOGGETT,
Mr. DONNELLY, Mr. DOYLE, Mr. ED-
WARDS, Mr. ELLISON, Mr. ELLSWORTH,

Mr. EMANUEL, Mrs. EMERSON, Mr.
ENGEL, Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania,
Ms. ESHOO, Mr. ETHERIDGE, Mr.
FALEOMAVAEGA, Mr. FARR, Mr.

FATTAH, Mr. FERGUSON, Mr. FILNER,
Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts, Mr.
FRELINGHUYSEN, Ms. GIFFORDS, Mr.
GILCHREST, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr.
GONZALEZ, Mr. GORDON, Mr. AL
GREEN of Texas, Mr. GENE GREEN of
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