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Mr. HOYER. No, I expect the supple-
mental to be marked up in committee
next week.

Mr. BLUNT. Next week. And on the
floor the week of the 19th.

Mr. HOYER. And on the floor
week of the 19th.

Mr. BLUNT. Well, it is a good thing
I clarified that in my mind.

Mr. HOYER. So you would have on
the week of the 19th the supplemental
and on the week of the 26th the budget
on the floor.

the
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Mr. BLUNT. As I recall, that is ex-
actly what the leader suggested, and
now I have that straight in my mind,
and those will be weeks that we would
hope to have a full debate and impor-
tant debate for the country.

I thank my friend for the informa-
tion he has provided.

———

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY,
MARCH 12, 2007

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 12:30 p.m. on Monday next for
morning hour debate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
McCoLLuM of Minnesota). Is there ob-
jection to the request of the gentleman
from Maryland?

There was no objection.

——
DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON

WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE
SPECIALIST BLAKE HARRIS

(Mr. SALAZAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam Speaker, yes-
terday we resumed reading the names
of our servicemembers on this House
floor that have paid the ultimate sac-
rifice in this war. To date, 3,188 Amer-
ican servicemembers have lost their
lives in Iraq and Afghanistan. And I am
greatly saddened today to add the
name of Specialist Blake Harris to that
list of the fallen soldiers.

Specialist Harris was assigned to
Headquarters and Headquarters Com-
pany, 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry Regi-
ment, 1st Cavalry Division, Fort Hood,
Texas.

Specialist Harris died on Monday,
March 5, in Baqubah, Iraq, of injuries
sustained when an improvised explo-
sive device detonated near his patrol.
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Blake Harris was born and raised in
Pueblo, Colorado. He was a 2002 grad-
uate of Pueblo South High School.

In Pueblo, Blake leaves behind a lov-
ing wife, Joanna; a 2-year-old son,
Jonah; and his mother, Deborah Harris.
He is also survived by his father, John
Harris of Denver.

Madam Speaker, I extend my heart-
felt sympathy and condolences to his
family and friends who have suffered
this loss, and I pray for their comfort
and strength in their time of greatest
need.

Specialist Harris was a proud and
courageous soldier whose story must
never be forgotten. Blake Harris was 22
years old.

Madam Speaker, I submit this rec-
ognition to the United States House of
Representatives in honor of his sac-
rifice so that the memory of Blake
Harris may live on forever.

CALLING FOR REAL BORDER
SECURITY AND ENFORCEMENT

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MCHENRY. Madam Speaker, yes-
terday afternoon in western North
Carolina, a routine traffic stop netted
11 illegal immigrants. How do we know
they were illegal? Because when they
were asked for identification, they pre-
sented their Mexican voting card; and
when asked by the sheriff’s deputy
whether or not they were illegal, they
said, ‘‘yes.”

The sheriff’s deputy called the Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement
Agency in Charlotte, North Carolina,
to which the reply was, ‘“We are sorry;
we can’t pick them up.” So the sher-
iff’s deputy let them go on their way.
According to the illegal immigrants, 11
in the car, they were going to New
York City to get a job.

This shows in real form the need for
real border security and real border en-
forcement. It also shows the need for
the Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment Agency to get with the times, to
get rid of this bureaucracy in Wash-
ington, D.C., that is hamstringing the
agents in the field, to increase their
budget.

And, Madam Speaker, I call on the
House of Representatives to act to
make sure that we have more border
enforcement agents and Customs
agents in this Nation to make sure a
travesty like this never happens again.

PEACHCARE IV

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, today I rise for the third time
this week to speak about Georgia’s
PeachCare crisis.

This Sunday, in just 2 days,
PeachCare closes its doors to new en-
rollees. And if funding shortages con-
tinue, it will close its doors to all chil-
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dren next month. The collapse of
PeachCare will leave hundreds of thou-
sands of hardworking Georgia families
unable to provide health care for their
children.

This Congress and the State of Geor-
gia cannot let this happen. I call on the
Governor of Georgia to use available
State funds, and there are some that
are available, to reinstate new enroll-
ment and to sustain this imperative
program until Federal funding can be
increased.

PeachCare provides health care for
our most precious and most vulnerable
population: our children. It simply
must be saved.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DREIER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

CONGRESS MUST NOT INTRUDE ON
THE CONSTITUTIONAL PROVINCE
OF THE PRESIDENT AS COM-
MANDER IN CHIEF

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, it has
been quite a week here on Capitol Hill
with the unveiling by the Democratic
majority of their new plan for a fully
funded withdrawal from our presence
in Iraq.

The contrast that took place yester-
day also was quite striking. General
Petraeus, our new commander on the
ground in Baghdad, had his first meet-
ing this Thursday with the media in
Baghdad, describing what our military
leaders were doing in the midst of that
war-torn country. And at the same
time, on the other side of the world,
many would-be generals here in Con-
gress were describing their plans for
the war in Iraq.

Democratic leaders, according to
press releases from the House Appro-
priations Committee, outlined a plan
for veterans’ funding in the so-called
war supplemental but also a plan that
would set a timeline for bringing
United States participation in Iraq’s
war to an end.

Setting very, very specific dates, the
leadership, at least at this point, as we
know, has outlined a proposal that es-
tablishes a timeline that would end
U.S. participation in Iraq’s civil war by
July 1, 2007. If the President does not
certify that the troops have met cer-
tain specific criteria that has been re-
leased to the media, the troops must
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begin at that point an immediate rede-
ployment of their involvement in the
Iraq War which must be completed by
December of 2007. Other dates, October
1, also are being discussed and other
dates, including March 1, 2008. It was a
startling contrast, to say the least.

On Thursday of this week, our gen-
erals in Baghdad and our ‘‘generals’”
here in Congress were describing their
plans for the war in Iraq.

But I must say that history teaches
that we have but one commander in
chief, Madam Speaker. In fact, if you
study the minutes of the Constitu-
tional Convention in that balmy sum-
mer of 1787, you will find more agree-
ment on no other point than that our
Founders believed in the unified chain
of command, that there would be one
commander in chief and that that
power, under article II of the Constitu-
tion, would be vested in the President
of the United States.

We have a role in this Chamber.
Under article I, Congress has the exclu-
sive authority to declare war and to
make decisions which will be a part of
the aforementioned legislation to de-
termine whether and to what degree we
will fund war.

But the conduct of the war on the
ground, including the setting of bench-
marks, the execution of timetables on
the ground and the like, fall within the
purview of the commanders and specifi-
cally the commander in chief. And I
would argue, as something of a student
of American history, during the Revo-
lutionary period, that our Founders re-
jected this because of painful experi-
ences during the Revolutionary War.
Our first commander in chief, George
Washington, actually would spend
every night writing letters in his tent
to Congress to ask permission for mili-
tary maneuvers and almost failed as a
result of that micromanagement.

Congress must not intrude on the
constitutional province of the Presi-
dent of the United States to lead us as
Commander in Chief. Napoleon said it
best. He said, ‘I would rather face 20
brilliant generals than one mediocre
one.”

We must, as we move into this de-
bate, carry before the American people
a very simple principle: We must sup-
port our troops in the field, provide
them with the resources they need to
get the job done and come home safe.
But in the midst of this debate, with
civility, let us also take the case to the
American people of whether or not
they want one commander in chief or
whether they want 435 commanders in
chief elected to this article I body of
the Congress. I say we have one leader
of our military who leads our com-
manders on the ground. The Constitu-
tion says it; I will stand by it.
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AMENDMENT PROCESS FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 985, WHIS-
TLEBLOWER  PROTECTION EN-
HANCEMENT ACT OF 2007, AND
H.R. 1362, ACCOUNTABILITY IN
CONTRACTING ACT

(Mr. ARCURI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ARCURI. Madam Speaker, the
Rules Committee intends to meet the
week of March 12 to grant a rule which
may structure the amendment process
for floor consideration of H.R. 985, the
Whistleblower Protection Enhance-
ment Act of 2007.

Members who wish to offer an amend-
ment to this bill should submit 55 cop-
ies of the amendment and a brief de-
scription of the amendment to the
Rules Committee in H-312 in the Cap-
itol no later than 1 p.m. on Monday,
March 12.

Amendments should be drafted to the
bill as ordered reported by the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government
Reform. A copy of that bill is posted on
the Web site of the Rules Committee.
Amendments should be drafted by Leg-
islative Counsel and also should be re-
viewed by the Office of the Parliamen-
tarian to be sure that the amendments
comply with the rules of the House.
Members are also strongly encouraged
to submit their amendments to the
Congressional Budget Office for anal-
ysis regarding possible PAYGO viola-
tions.

In addition, the Rules Committee in-
tends to meet next week to grant a
rule that may structure the amend-
ment process on H.R. 1362, the Ac-
countability in Contracting Act.

Members who wish to offer an amend-
ment to this bill should submit 55 cop-
ies of the amendment and a brief de-
scription of the amendment to the
Rules Committee in H-312 in the Cap-
itol no later than 1 p.m. on Tuesday,
March 13.

Amendments must be drafted to the
bill as ordered reported on March 8 by
the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform. A copy of that bill
will be posted on the Web site of the
Rules Committee. Amendments should
be drafted by Legislative Counsel and
should be reviewed by the Office of the
Parliamentarian to be sure that the
amendments comply with the rules of
the House. Members are also strongly
encouraged to submit their amend-
ments to the Congressional Budget Of-
fice for analysis regarding possible
PAYGO violations.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)
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TRIBUTE TO DR. TED STILES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
McCoLLuM of Minnesota). Under a pre-
vious order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. HOLT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, I rise to
mark the passing this week of one of
the most effective environmentalists in
the State of New Jersey, indeed in the
country, Dr. Ted Stiles. Perhaps not
the most celebrated, he should be cele-
brated. He preserved thousands of
acres, advanced the understanding of
ecology, and improved the environment
for millions of people for generations
to come. To some of my colleagues
from the western States, thousands of
acres may not sound like much, but
the significance of that preservation
and the difficulty of doing it in the
densely populated Northeast are great.

Dr. Stiles chaired and led boards of
the Stony Brook Millstone Watershed
Association, the Mercer County Open
Space Preservation Board, the Friends
of Hopewell Valley Open Space, the
Municipal Land Use Center, the New
Jersey Academy of Science, and the
Hutchinson Memorial Forest. He
served for many years on boards, in-
cluding the Crossroads of the American
Revolution Association; The Nature
Conservancy, New Jersey chapter; and
others. He continued all of this work
through his illness and up to his death.

He showed creative approaches to lo-
cally based environmental decision-
making, such as his creation of the Mu-
nicipal Land Use Center; and he re-
ceived awards from academia and re-
gional and community organizations
and the highest environmental award
from the Governor of New Jersey.

What distinguished Dr. Stiles espe-
cially was his unparalleled, unmatched
ability to make people want to do
those things that contribute to the
general good. He made landowners
want to offer their land to preservation
organizations, and he made people
want to spend their money to purchase
and preserve that land. He made volun-
teer board members want to give of
their time and effort to build commu-
nities and to improve the environment.

He made grad students want to go to
remote places around the world to do
such things as measuring the size of
fruits relative to the sizes of birds’
beaks so we could better understand
the relationship between communities
of plants and communities of animals.

He made hundreds of local citizens
want to spend a day twice a year clean-
ing up their town. And he made a po-
litically interested scientist want to
leave a research career to run for Con-
gress. Yes, I am that scientist. Dr.
Stiles’ research students continue to
make contributions to research, teach-
ing, and public policy around the coun-

try.
Throughout his life, it is not an
empty cliche to say, Dr. Stiles,

through goodwill and good ideas and



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-16T03:09:52-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




