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currency; painful stock market correc-
tions; political demagoguery; lingering
anger at home; and confusion about
who is to blame.

These elements combine to create an
environment that inevitably under-
mines personal liberty. Virtually all
American wars have led to diminished
civil liberties at home. Most of our
mistakes can be laid at the doorstep of
our failure to follow the Constitution.
The Constitution, if we so desire, can
provide needed guidance and a road
map to restore our liberties and change
our foreign policy. This is critical if we
truly seek peace and prosperity.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

WALTER REED ARMY MEDICAL
CENTER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. CORRINE
BROWN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today with an apol-
ogy. Last week, I was in the grocery
store in Jacksonville, Florida. A vet-
eran working part time told me about
a friend who was at Walter Reed, and
he had pictures showing the problems
that were occurring there. He walked
me to the car and said that there was
no way he would ever vote again for a
Republican after seeing what the pic-
tures showed.

I couldn’t believe what he was de-
scribing to me of a military facility.
And I told him, ““You can’t believe ev-
erything that you see on the Internet.”
The next day, the very next day, the
story was in the Washington Post. I am
going back to that grocery store to
personally apologize to that veteran.
The fact that an active duty soldier
was treated this way is inconceivable.

I did not vote for this war. The mili-
tary is doing the job they were sent to
do. There was a flaw in the mission
from the beginning, and the flaw lies
with us. American soldiers have per-
formed admirably under trying condi-
tions, conditions they were not trained
for and conditions they should not be
in. We won the war but lost the occupa-
tion. Our soldiers deserve better when
they get back.

We can send 484 tons of money, $12
billion, to Iraq for who knows what,
but when it comes to the well-being of
those soldiers, there is no money. Ac-
cording to the VA, it will cost $1.7 bil-
lion to include all veterans in the VA
health care system.

What are the priorities of this admin-
istration? There are all kinds of jus-
tifications, all kinds of sanctimony,
frightening the American people into
supporting a $600 billion war in Iraq.
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We have a $3 trillion budget, and we
are sending nearly $1 trillion to a coun-
try of 28 million people.

We are building an embassy in Bagh-
dad of 104 acres. This is six times larger
than the United Nations compound in
New York and two-thirds the acreage
of Washington’s National Mall. The
embassy compound, 21 buildings on 104
acres, is the size of Vatican City and
will be the largest in the world. It will
employ over 5,500 people. The embassy
will cost over $1 billion. This is the pri-
ority of this Bush administration.

My colleagues, this war needs to
come to an end. The American people
want the troops home. This was the
message sent loud and clear to the
Bush administration during the No-
vember elections. Yet for some reason,
they just don’t get the message. Nearly
70 percent of the American people want
us out of Iraq, and 100 percent deplore
the treatment the administration is
giving the veterans at the time of their
most urgent need.

I will go back to Jacksonville and
apologize to this veteran. I will be able
to look him in the eye and say that
this will not stand. We will make sure
our soldiers come back to the best care
this great Nation can provide.

I am reminded, in closing, of the
words of the first President of the
United States, George Washington,
whose words are worth repeating at
this time:

“The willingness with which our
young people are likely to serve in any
war, no matter how justified, shall be
directly proportional as to how they
perceive the veterans of earlier wars
were treated and appreciated by their
country.”

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

THE REALITY OF A MODERN DAY
SCHOOL TEACHER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
when the question is asked, other than
a family member, name one person who
has made a difference in your life, the
most often answered response is that of
a favorite teacher. This simple re-
sponse speaks volumes about the influ-
ence that an educator has on the lives
of a young person and the future of our
Nation.

The education profession has long
been known for inadequate pay but a
high job satisfaction. Teachers have
been willing to forfeit material gain for
the joy of seeing the eyes of their stu-
dents light up when they discover a dif-
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ficult concept or when they grasp a
new idea. We have long understood
that teachers truly shape the world by
their work, and their greatest product
is an educated child.

Lately, though, the job satisfaction
that brought so many teachers into the
profession seems to have left the class-
room. Unfortunately, much of this de-
velopment can be attributed to No
Child Left Behind. The joy of teaching
has been replaced by the pressure-filled
staff meetings where educators spend
their time talking, not about how to
help a child learn but, rather, their
school’s test scores.
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Morale in the education world has di-
minished, and more teachers are at
wits end.

Recently, Holly Lindsay, a teacher in
Lindsborg, Kansas, told me of her frus-
tration with her profession. She writes,
“I am a first-year teacher, and I am be-
ginning to get very discouraged. I went
into the teaching profession to help
students learn and to encourage them
to follow their dreams. However, I am
finding that more and more of my time
is spent preparing students for stand-
ardized tests. These tests do not pre-
pare students for any career. They only
teach students how to take a test. I am
very disappointed with the education
system right now. With all these tests,
we don’t have time to teach. It is also
very frustrating when we have to prove
our abilities with countless hours to
show that we are highly qualified. In
no other profession are there such lofty
goals for their employees with such lit-
tle benefit. I truly feel that the time
and effort I put into teaching is not
worth my while. No Child Left Behind
is wonderful in theory, but impossible
to carry out. Not every child is equal
in ability, and no teacher should be ex-
pected to make it so.”

The number of teachers leaving the
profession is exceeding the number of
teachers entering the profession by 23
percent. With over 25 percent of our
teaching force eligible to retire within
the next 10 years, this young educator’s
thoughts should be a warning. Teach-
ers that have been career educators are
bailing out as soon as they can because
they do not want to deal with the un-
necessary red tape and the growing
pressures that are being placed upon
them.

Another staggering fact is that one-
third of new teachers quit the edu-
cation profession within the first 3
years of teaching. In my rural Kansas
district, if we have to shut the doors on
rural schools it will not be because of
lack of students, it will be because we
cannot find the teachers to fill the
teaching vacancies.

Congress must be sensitive to the re-
sponsibility we hold in making edu-
cators want to walk out of the class-
room and never look back. Congress
needs to look closely at our role and
the trends and make sure that we are
not encouraging this situation by con-
tinuing to overregulate the classroom.
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We need to strive for improvements in
our education system, but we must
make sure that we are not legislating
accountability simply for the sake of a
sound bite. We must not take the joy
and passion out of this noble profession
by requiring things that are simply not
possible.

This year, Congress is set to examine
No Child Left Behind and potentially
reauthorize it. While I voted against
this law, I voted against No Child Left
Behind, I look forward to being in-
volved in the upcoming discussions
about how we reform and change the
education system. My hope is that we
will look closely at the unintended re-
alities that so many of our teachers
face and will be willing to make the
changes necessary to provide the poli-
cies that will help them succeed as
they go about the business of educating
our greatest asset, our young peobple,
and fulfilling the jobs they so love.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from District of Columbia (Ms.
NORTON) is recognized for 56 minutes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GOHMERT addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

THE PASSING OF
ILLINOIS CONGRESS-
CHARLOTTE THOMPSON

MOURNING
FORMER
WOMAN
REID

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Mrs. BIGGERT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the memory of a former
member of this body and one of my per-
sonal role models, the distinguished
gentlewoman from Illinois, Congress-
woman Charlotte Thompson Reid, who
passed away on January 25, 2007.

At the age of 93, Charlotte Reid
leaves behind an extraordinary legacy
of faithful public service that will be
remembered always by the people of I1-
linois, and especially by those in her
beloved hometown of Aurora.

As a young lady, Charlotte Reid at-
tended Illinois College in Jacksonville
and began her career as a professional
singer on NBC radio. She was a singer
under the name of Annette King on the
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very popular Don McNeil’s Breakfast
Club early morning radio show. I don’t
think that most of the members of this
body would remember that show, but I
remember listening to it as a child as I
was getting ready for school.

Following the show in 1962, after the
sudden death of her husband, Frank,
after he had won a primary and before
the general election, Charlotte Reid
was asked to step in and take his place
for a seat as representative in the U.S.
Congress for the 15th District of Illi-
nois. Renowned for her hard work,
gentle charm and integrity, Charlotte
Reid won the election and went on to
serve almost five distinguished terms
in the House of Representatives. She
was known for hosting events of sing-
ing and music at her Washington, D.C.,
home after hours. Legend is that she
probably was the first woman to appear
on the House floor in a pantsuit, an
event that was noted by the minority
leader Gerald Ford that day.

At a time when only a dozen women
had a voice in the Chamber, Charlotte,
or ‘‘Charlie” as she was known to her
friends, inspired not just me but an en-
tire generation of women to take lead-
ership roles in our communities.

Following her time in Congress,
Charlotte continued to serve her coun-
try in many different capacities, in-
cluding as a member of the Federal
Communications Commission, she had
been appointed by President Nixon; the
Board of Defense Advisory Committee
on Women in the Services; and the
Presidential Task Force on Inter-
national Private Enterprise.

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct honor
to take this opportunity to celebrate
the legacy of one of Illinois’ most ven-
erable daughters. And to her family, I
offer my heartfelt condolences and my
prayers, especially her three children,
including my good friend and former
colleague in the Illinois General As-
sembly, State Representative Patricia
Reid Lindner, her daughter, as well as
her eight grandchildren and 13 great
grandchildren.

———

TRIBUTE TO LYNDON BAINES
JOHNSON, 36TH PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
as a proud Texan, | rise today to pay tribute
to Lyndon Baines Johnson, the 36th President
of the United States and the greatest “Edu-
cation President” in the history of our Nation.

It is no exaggeration to say, Mr. Speaker,
that Lyndon Baines Johnson’s record of ex-
tending the benefits of education to all Ameri-
cans in every region of the country, of every
race and gender, irrespective of economic
class or family background, remains unsur-
passed. Lyndon Johnson recognized that the
educated citizenry is a nation’s greatest eco-
nomic asset and most powerful guardian of its
political liberties.

Mr. Speaker, Lyndon Johnson did more
than any single American, living or dead, to
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make the federal government a partner with
states and localities in the vitally important
work of educating the people of America, from
pre-kindergarten to post-graduate school. It
makes perfect sense, therefore, to name the
headquarters building of the U.S. Department
of Education in his honor.

Mr. Speaker, Lyndon Baines Johnson was
one of the leading figures of the 20th century.
This teacher who became a president served
his country in numerous, distinguished ways,
including as Lt. Commander in the U.S. Navy
during World War Il, as a Member of both
houses of Congress, as Vice President of the
United States, and as the 36th President of
the United States.

Lyndon Baines Johnson was born on Au-
gust 27, 1908, in Stonewall, Texas. In 1927,
he enrolled in Southwest Texas State Teach-
ers College at San Marcos, Texas (Texas
State University-San Marcos). He took a
leave of absence for a year to serve as prin-
cipal and teach fifth, sixth, and seventh grades
at Welhausen School, a Mexican-American
school in the South Texas town of Cotulla. He
graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree
in August 1930. After graduation he taught at
Pearsall High School in Pearsall, Texas, and
taught public speaking at Sam Houston High
School in Houston, Texas. In the spring of
1931, his debate team won the district cham-
pionship.

In a special election in 1937, Johnson won
the U.S. House of Representatives seat rep-
resenting the 10th Congressional District of
Texas, defeating nine other candidates. He
was re-elected to a full term in the 76th Con-
gress and to each succeeding Congress until
1948.

After the bombing of Pearl Harbor on De-
cember 7, 1941, Johnson became the first
Member of Congress to volunteer for active
duty in the armed forces (U.S. Navy), report-
ing for active duty on December 9, 1941.
Johnson received the Silver Star from Gen.
Douglas MacArthur for gallantry in action dur-
ing an aerial combat mission over hostile posi-
tions in New Guinea on June 9, 1942. Presi-
dent Roosevelt ordered all Members of Con-
gress in the armed forces to return to their of-
fices, and Johnson was released from active
duty on July 16, 1942.

In 1948, after a campaign in which he trav-
eled by “newfangled” helicopter all over the
state, Johnson won the primary by 87 votes
and earned the nickname “Landslide Lyndon”,
and in the general election was elected to the
U.S. Senate. He was elected Minority Leader
of the Senate in 1953 and Majority Leader in
1955. He served in the U.S. Senate until he
resigned to become Vice President in January
1961.

Lyndon Johnson became the 36th President
of the United States on November 22, 1963,
after the assassination of President John F.
Kennedy.

During his administration, education was
one of the many areas where President John-
son blazed new ground. He pursued numer-
ous education initiatives, and signed many
landmark education bills into law.

In 1963, President Johnson approved the
Higher Education Facilities Act (P.L. 88—-204)
which authorized a five-year program of fed-
eral grants and loans for construction or im-
provement of public and private higher edu-
cation academic facilities. This legislation was
the largest education program enacted by
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