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where migrant workers are guests in
our country and return home when
their visa expires.

Unfortunately, that is not what hap-
pens today. We have hundreds of thou-
sands of people sneaking across our
borders every day. We don’t know who
they are, where they are headed or
what their intentions are.

Some of those on the other side of
the aisle make the argument that the
people sneaking across our borders are
just good honest people looking to
make a better life for themselves. That
may indeed be the case for some. But
in a post-9/11 world, we can’t take that
chance. Many of them are common
crooks, low-level thugs, brutal gang
members, drug dealers, murderers, rap-
ists or kidnappers or serial killers.

One example recently in Florida took
place with the brazen abduction of a
young man by the name of Clay Moore
in Manatee county, which is just out-
side of my congressional district. Thir-
teen year-old Clay was waiting for a
school bus with other kids when a man
driving a pickup truck pulled up along-
side of them and kidnapped Clay by
gun point. Law enforcement issued an
AMBER Alert and set up a concerted
manhunt to find Clay and his abductor.

Unlike the case of Jessica Lunsford
or Sarah Lunde, in this case, the story
ends with good news, not a body bag.
Clay managed to escape, but not after
being driven to the middle of the
woods, duct-taped to a tree for several
hours. He freed himself by using a safe-
ty pin he had hidden in his mouth to
cut the duct tape holding him to the
tree, and then he called home for help.

Clay is a brave and resourceful young
man to have gotten away without
being harmed. I can only wonder if he
and his family watched old reruns of
MacGyver to learn the safety pin trick.

This story ended well for Clay. But
the bad news for America is that the
alleged abductor was an illegal immi-
grant who had been deported once from
the country. A news report from the
Bradenton Herald even describes the
problems authorities had tracking him
down. ‘“Obtaining the warrants took
longer than expected due to the sus-
pected kidnapper’s multiple aliases.
Beltran-Moreno is an undocumented
immigrant who at one time was de-
ported from the United States,” they
said. When I came down to the floor
earlier, the authorities still had not
caught Beltran-Moreno. News reports
indicated that he was trying to make it
to Mexico to escape prosecution and
punishment.

Mr. Speaker, if our immigration laws
had been enforced and if we had strong-
er border security measures in place,
this kidnapper would not have been in
America and would not have had the
opportunity to kidnap young Clay
Moore. Instead, a dangerous criminal
flees, leaving his whereabouts unknown
and his motives unclear. This is unac-
ceptable.

The House has passed strong border
security legislation in the past, but the
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Senate is taking its open path, a path
towards amnesty. My constituents in
and the constituents of many in this
Chamber believe that that is abso-
lutely the wrong path to take. Ameri-
cans deserve real security and real re-
sults.

With other like-minded Members of
Congress, I will work to pass legisla-
tion that keeps illegal kidnappers and
illegal aliens like Beltran-Moreno off
our streets and away from our chil-
dren.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Nevada (Ms. BERKLEY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. BERKLEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER NA-
TIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL AND
THE NATIONAL COMMISSION TO
PLAN AND COORDINATE THE BI-
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF
THE WAR OF 1812

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. SARBANES)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to introduce two related bills.
The first would create a Star-Spangled
Banner National Historic Trail to com-
memorate the Chesapeake Bay Cam-
paign of the War of 1812. The second
bill I am introducing would create a
national commission to plan and co-
ordinate the bicentennial celebration
of the War of 1812.

The Star-Spangled Banner National
Historic Trail would match some of the
most important events of the War of
1812. The trail commemorating the
only combined naval and land attack
on the United States begins with June
1814 battles between the British Navy
and the American Chesapeake flotilla
in Saint Leonard’s Creek in Calvert
County and ends at Fort McHenry in
Baltimore, where our National Anthem
was composed and the British met
their ultimate defeat.
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Maryland is blessed with a multitude
of historic and cultural attractions
across the State. Fort McHenry is a
classic example of this rich heritage
and a centerpiece of the legislation I
introduce today. Francis Scott Key
best captured the essence of Fort
McHenry in his poem written as a pris-
oner aboard a British frigate during
the bombardment of the fort. The text
of the poem later became our National
Anthem.

For decades, my family has enjoyed
Fort McHenry’s history as well as its
tremendous vistas of our Dbeloved
Chesapeake Bay. Just recently, I spent
the morning there with my son, an
avid birder and budding naturalist, ex-
ploring the wetland restoration area
that abuts the fort.
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The second bill I introduce today
would create a Star Spangled Banner
and War of 1812 Bicentennial Commis-
sion to plan and coordinate the bicen-
tennial celebration of the War of 1812
and the composition of our National
Anthem. The Commission would be
made up of citizens from States that
the National Park Service has deter-
mined to be the most historically sig-
nificant, as well as National Park Serv-
ice officials, historical experts and
other individuals selected by congres-
sional leadership.

With the bicentennial of the War of
1812 quickly approaching, we should
move swiftly to approve this measure
and enable the Commission to plan a
suitable bicentennial celebration.

Mr. Speaker, the War of 1812 was a
seminal moment in American history.
Many refer to it as the ‘‘second war of
independence.”” When the war began,
our fragile experiment in democracy
was still in its early stages, and the
Nation found itself under attack from
one of the most powerful countries in
the world. Many wondered whether de-
mocracy could hold together through
the trials of war. The War of 1812
proved that liberty and security are
not mutually exclusive conditions and
set the stage for the spread of democ-
racy around the world.

Mr. Speaker, just this morning I met
with War of 1812 experts and historic
preservationists from throughout the
State of Maryland at Fort McHenry.
For years, these individuals have been
dedicated advocates for creating the
Star Spangled Banner Trail and Bicen-
tennial Commission. This legislation
represents a culmination of their inter-
ests and hard work. I am very proud to
be introducing it today, and I hope my
colleagues will join with me to pass
both bills during this Congress.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Idaho (Mr. SALI) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SALI addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

LANCE CORPORAL ANTHONY
AGUIRRE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, “I do sol-
emnly swear that I will support and de-
fend the Constitution of the United
States against all enemies, foreign and
domestic; that I will bear true faith
and allegiance to the same; that I will
obey the orders of the President of the
United States and the orders of officers
appointed over me according to the
regulations of the Uniform Code of
Military Justice. So help me God.”

Each day, new Marines take this
oath to serve and protect the United
States and freedom-loving people. They
live their lives by it, and they die by it.
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LCpl Anthony Aguirre dreamed his
whole life of taking this oath and be-
coming a member of this elite fighting
force. Anthony was from Channelview,
Texas. At a young age, he knew he
wanted to be a Marine. He felt so com-
pelled to serve our country that he
took every opportunity to become in-
volved in any military program that he
could find, like the Junior ROTC at
Channelview High School.

When he was in the Junior ROTC,
Anthony was the company commander.
During his senior year in high school,
he achieved the rank of cadet captain.
Many of those who were involved with
the ROTC with Anthony remember him
as a patriot. He always had a sense of
duty to this country. Even after grad-
uation, Anthony often stopped by the
high school to proudly talk with the
Junior ROTC cadets about the Marines.
According to the ROTC instructor, An-
thony wanted to be a Marine because
he thought it was the toughest of mili-
tary U.S. services.

Lance Corporal Aguirre joined the
United States Marine Corps 1 year
after graduating from Channelview
High School and became a member of
the 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regi-
ment, 3rd Marine Division, III Marine
Expeditionary Force in Hawaii.

His sister, Christine, said that An-
thony thought of doing nothing else
with his life but being in the Marine
Corps. So Anthony Aguirre joined the
United States Marine Corps. He served
our country in Iraq, but he met a war-
rior’s fate a few days ago. This is a
photograph of Anthony Aguirre. An-
thony was killed in Iraq, and the fu-
neral for him was today.

Let me tell you a little bit about the
funeral, Mr. Speaker. As the funeral
procession passed through the streets
of Channelview, estimates were that
over 8,000 people were there from the
schools, the local refineries, the fire
department and the neighborhoods.
They stood on the side of the road for
miles waving American flags for this
Marine.

Anthony Aguirre was buried today in
Highland, Texas. The high school flag
was flown at half mast in his honor,
and later the flag was given to his sis-
ter, Christine Castillo, and his brother,
Earnesto Salinas. Tony had numerous
other siblings and cousins.

Now I want to tell you how he died,
Mr. Speaker. On February 26, 2007, at
the age of 20, in an act of fearless cour-
age, LCpl Aguirre put his life on the
line for his brothers in arms. And while
fighting the forces of evil in Al Anbar
Province in Iraq, Anthony stepped on
an improvised explosive device. IEDs,
as they are called, are a coward’s way
of killing U.S. soldiers, women, chil-
dren and the elderly.

But he didn’t immediately jump, as
would be a reflection or a reaction for
most of us. He kept his foot on the IED
and he told the other 20 Marines stand-
ing around him to clear the area and
take cover. When he saw that they
were out of harm’s way, he took his
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foot off the device. He gave his life so
that other Marines could live.

When this group of Marines reported
back to their commander, they told
him that Tony had just saved their
lives. The commander immediately
knew they were referring to LCpl An-
thony Aguirre.

Amazing men, these young guns of
the Marine Corps of today.

On a road called Crosby-Lynchburg
in my district, there are flags mounted
along this rural road in honor of the
brave life of Lance Corporal Aguirre.
And as the community laid another
one of America’s sons to rest today,
the catalog of history is etched with
another name of an extraordinary
Texas hero and Marine.

Lance Corporal Aguirre died as he
lived, for the Marines, for his brothers
in arms.

Shakespeare put it best in Henry V
when he echoes Aguirre’s commitment
to fellow warriors. He says, From this
day to the ending of the world, we in it
shall be remembered. We few, we happy
few, we band of brothers; for he today
that sheds his blood with me shall be
my brother.

We shall remember Lance Corporal
Aguirre. Semper Fi, Lance Corporal
Aguirre. Semper Fi.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DREIER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

THE SCANDAL AT WALTER REED

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, the scandal
at Walter Reed is not an isolated inci-
dent. It is directly related to our for-
eign policy of interventionism. There
is a pressing need to reassess our now
widely accepted role as the world’s lone
superpower. If we don’t, we are des-
tined to reduce our Nation to some-
thing far less powerful.

It has always been politically popular
for politicians to promise they will
keep us out of foreign wars. Likewise,
it has been popular to advocate ending
prolonged and painful conflicts, like
the war in Korea and Vietnam, and now
Iraaq.

As recent as the campaign of 2000, it
was quite popular to condemn nation
building and reject the policy of polic-
ing the world in the wake of our in-
volvement in Kosovo and Somalia. We
were even promised a more humble for-
eign policy.

Nobody wins elections by promising
to take us to war. But, once elected,
many politicians greatly exaggerate
the threat posed by a potential enemy,
and the people too often carelessly ac-
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cept the dubious reasons given to jus-
tify wars.
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Opposition arises only when the true
costs are felt here at home.

A foreign policy of interventionism
costs so much money that we're forced
to close military bases in the United
States even as we’re building them
overseas. Interventionism is never good
fiscal policy. Interventionism symbol-
izes an attitude of looking outward, to-
ward empire, while diminishing the im-
portance of maintaining a constitu-
tional republic.

We close bases here at home—some
want to close Walter Reed—while
building bases in Arab and Muslim
countries like Saudi Arabia. We worry
about foreign borders while ignoring
our own. We build permanent outposts
in Muslim holy lands, occupy territory
and prop up puppet governments. This
motivates suicide terrorism against us.

Our policies naturally lead to resent-
ment, which in turn leads to prolonged
wars and increased casualties. We
waste billions of dollars in Iraq while
bases like Walter Reed fall into dis-
repair. This undermines our ability to
care for the thousands of wounded we
should have anticipated despite the
rosy bpredictions that we would be
greeted as liberators in Iraq.

Now comes the outrage.

Now Congress holds hearings.

Now comes the wringing of hands. I
guess better late than never.

Clean it up. Paint the walls. Make
Walter Reed look neat and tidy. But
this won’t solve our problems. We must
someday look critically at the short-
comings of our foreign policy, a policy
that needlessly and foolishly inter-
venes in places where we have no busi-
ness being.

Voters spoke very clearly in Novem-
ber: They want the war to end. Yet
Congress has taken no steps to defund
or end a war it never should have con-
doned in the first place.

On the contrary, Congress plans to
spend another $100 billion or more in
an upcoming Iraq funding bill, more
than even the administration has re-
quested. The 2007 military budget, $700
billion, apparently is not enough. All of
this is done under the slogan of sup-
porting the troops, even though our
policy guarantees more Americans will
die and Walter Reed will continue to
receive tens of thousands of casualties.

Every problem Congress and the ad-
ministration creates requires more
money to fix. The mantra remains the
same: Spend more money even though
we don’t have it; borrow from the Chi-
nese, or just print it. This policy of
interventionism is folly, and it cannot
continue forever. It will end, either be-
cause we wake up or because we go
broke.

Interventionism always leads to un-
anticipated consequences and
blowback, like a weakened, demor-
alized military; exploding deficits; bil-
lions of dollars wasted; increased infla-
tion; less economic growth; an unstable
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