cw?
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Lewis (GA)
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lynch
Mack
Mahoney (FL)
Maloney (NY)
Markey
Marshall
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul (TX)
McCollum (MN)
McCotter
McCrery
McDermott
McGovern
McHugh
McIntyre
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
McNulty
Meehan
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Michaud
Millender-
McDonald
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, George
Mitchell
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy, Patrick
Murphy, Tim
Murtha
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Oberstar

Aderholt
Akin
Bachmann
Bachus
Baker
Barrett (SC)
Bartlett (MD)
Barton (TX)
Biggert
Bilbray
Bishop (UT)
Blackburn
Blunt
Boehner
Bonner
Boozman
Boustany
Brady (TX)
Brown (SC)
Burgess
Burton (IN)
Calvert
Campbell (CA)
Cannon
Cantor
Coble

Cole (OK)
Conaway
Crenshaw
Cubin
Culberson
Davis (KY)
Davis, David
Davis, Jo Ann
Davis, Tom
Deal (GA)
Drake
Dreier
Duncan
Ehlers
Emerson
English (PA)
Everett

Buyer
Gillmor
Knollenberg

Obey
Olver
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor
Payne
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Peterson (MN)
Platts
Pomeroy
Porter
Price (NC)
Pryce (OH)
Rahall
Ramstad
Rangel
Regula
Reichert
Reyes
Rodriguez
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (MI)
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothman
Roybal-Allard
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Ryan (W)
Salazar
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schmidt
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Serrano
Sestak
Shays
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shimkus

NOES—128

Fallin
Feeney
Flake
Forbes
Foxx
Franks (AZ)
Garrett (NJ)
Gilchrest
Gingrey
Gohmert
Goode
Goodlatte
Graves
Hastert
Hensarling
Herger
Hoekstra
Hunter
Inglis (SC)
Issa
Johnson, Sam
Jordan
King (IA)
Kingston
Kline (MN)
Lamborn
Latham
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (KY)
Linder
Lucas
Lungren, Daniel
BE.
Manzullo
McCarthy (CA)
McHenry
McKeon
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller, Gary
Musgrave
Myrick
Neugebauer

NOT VOTING—8

Marchant
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
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Shuler
Simpson
Sires
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Solis
Space
Spratt
Stark
Stupak
Sutton
Tanner
Tauscher
Taylor
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Tiberi
Tierney
Towns
Turner
Udall (CO)
Udall (NM)
Upton
Van Hollen
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walden (OR)
Walsh (NY)
Walz (MN)
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson
Watt
Waxman
Weiner
Welch (VT)
Weller
Wexler
Wilson (OH)
Woolsey
Wu
Wynn
Yarmuth

Nunes

Paul

Pearce
Pence
Peterson (PA)
Petri
Pickering
Pitts

Poe

Price (GA)
Putnam
Radanovich
Rehberg
Renzi
Reynolds
Rogers (KY)
Rohrabacher
Royce

Sali

Saxton
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shadegg
Shuster
Smith (NE)
Souder
Stearns
Sullivan
Tancredo
Terry
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Walberg
Wamp
Weldon (FL)
Westmoreland
Whitfield
Wicker
Wilson (NM)
Wilson (SC)
Wolf

Young (AK)
Young (FL)

Norwood
Ortiz

0 1917

Mr. CARDOZA changed his vote from
4‘n05’ to iéa‘ye.77

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker,
on rollcall No. 15, | missed the rollcall vote in-
advertently. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yea.”

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ELLISON). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the Chair will postpone further
proceedings today on the motion to
suspend the rules on which a recorded
vote or the yeas and nays are ordered,
or on which the vote is objected to
under clause 6 of rule XX.

Any record vote on the postponed
question will be taken tomorrow.

MOURNING THE PASSING OF
PRESIDENT GERALD RUDOLPH
FORD

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 15) mourning
the passing of President Gerald Ru-
dolph Ford and celebrating his leader-
ship and service to the people of the
United States, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 15

Whereas all American Presidents affect the
history of the United States, but President
Gerald Rudolph Ford leaves a legacy of lead-
ership and service that will endure for years
to come;

Whereas millions of men and women across
America mourn the death of the 38th Presi-
dent of the United States;

Whereas Gerald R. Ford is the only person
from the State of Michigan to have served as
President of the United States;

Whereas Gerald R. Ford graduated from
the University of Michigan with academic
and athletic excellence;

Whereas Gerald R. Ford attended Yale Uni-
versity Law School and graduated in the top
25 percent of his class while also working as
a football coach;

Whereas Gerald R. Ford joined the United
States Navy Reserves in 1942 and served val-
iantly on the U.S.S. Monterrey in the Phil-
ippines during World War II;

Whereas the U.S.S. Monterrey earned 10
battle stars, awarded for participation in
battle while Gerald R. Ford served on the
ship;

Whereas Gerald R. Ford was released to in-
active duty in 1946 with the rank of Lieuten-
ant Commander;

Whereas in 1948, Gerald R. Ford was elect-
ed to the House of Representatives, where he
served with integrity for 25 years;

Whereas Gerald R. Ford’s contributions to
the foreign operations and defense sub-
committees of the Committee on Appropria-
tions earned him a reputation as a ‘‘con-
gressman’s congressman’’;

Whereas in 1963, President Lyndon Johnson
appointed Gerald R. Ford to the Warren
Commission investigating the assassination
of President John F. Kennedy;
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Whereas from 1965 to 1973, Gerald R. Ford
served as minority leader of the House of
Representatives;

Whereas from 1974 to 1976, Gerald R. Ford
served as the 38th President of the United
States, taking office at a dark hour in the
history of the United States and returning
the faith of the people of the United States
in the Presidency through his wisdom, cour-
age, and integrity;

Whereas the Presidency of Gerald R. Ford
is remembered for restoring trust and open-
ness to the Presidency;

Whereas President Gerald R. Ford followed
a steady, sensible course to cope with the
Nation’s economic problems and during his
Administration halted double-digit inflation
and lowered unemployment;

Whereas President Gerald R. Ford worked
to solidify President Nixon’s accomplish-
ments in China, bring representatives of
Israel and Egypt to the conference table, and
provide developmental assistance to poor
countries;

Whereas in 1975, under Gerald R. Ford’s
leadership, the United States signed the
Final Act of the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe, commonly known as
the ‘‘Helsinki Agreement’’, which ratified
post-World War IT European borders and sup-
ported human rights;

Whereas Gerald R. Ford, together with
Betty Ford, was awarded the Congressional
Gold Metal in 1999 in recognition of dedi-
cated public service and outstanding human-
itarian contributions to the people of the
United States;

Whereas in 1999, Gerald R. Ford received
the Medal of Freedom, the Nation’s highest
civilian award, for his role in guiding the Na-
tion through the turbulent times of Water-
gate, the resignation of President Nixon, and
the end of the Vietnam War, and for restor-
ing integrity and public trust to the Presi-
dency;

Whereas since leaving the Presidency, Ger-
ald R. Ford has been an international ambas-
sador of American goodwill, a noted scholar
and lecturer, and a strong supporter of the
Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy at
the University of Michigan, which was
named for the former President in 1999; and

Whereas Gerald R. Ford’s life has been
characterized by honesty, integrity, and
dedication of purpose: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) expresses its appreciation for the pro-
found public service of President Gerald Ru-
dolph Ford;

(2) tenders its deep sympathy to Betty
Ford; to Michael, Jack, Steven, and Susan;
and to the rest of the family of the former
President; and

(3) directs the Clerk of the House to trans-
mit a copy of this resolution to the family of
President Gerald Rudolph Ford.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. Tom DAVIS) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that the debate
on the pending motion to suspend the
rules be extended to 1 hour.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
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which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Res. 15.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, thrust by President
Nixon’s resignation into an office he
had never sought, former President
Gerald Ford occupied the White House
for just 896 days. They were, however,
896 extraordinary days that President
Ford used to guide the Nation through
and out of the dark days of the Water-
gate scandal.

When Ford took office on August 9,
1974, he declared: ‘I assume the Presi-
dency under extraordinary cir-
cumstances. This is an hour of history
that troubles our minds and hurts our
hearts.”

Ford got his first exposure to na-
tional politics at Yale University,
working as a volunteer in Wendell
Willkie’s Republican campaign for
President.

After World War II service with the
Navy in the Pacific, he went back to
practicing law in Grand Rapids and be-
came active in Republican reform poli-
tics. The rest is history.

President Ford was elected to the
House of Representatives in 1948 as a
Republican. Ford’s reputation for in-
tegrity and openness made him popular
and well regarded among his peers dur-
ing his 25 years in Congress.

In 1965, he was elected minority lead-
er. Mr. Ford was a devoted public serv-
ant who led his country with grace and
bipartisanship during challenging
times. The country is grateful to him
for his leadership and dedication.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

It is a great pleasure once again to
recognize the many accomplishments
that President Ford had during his life,
and I am pleased that we can spend
more time this evening adding to the
record we began early this afternoon.

Before I do that, I want to remind all
Members to please take the time to go
to the Cloakrooms and record their re-
membrances in the books that are dis-
played there. This will be very mean-
ingful to Mrs. Ford and the family if
we can do that, and I urge all Members
to do that.

Mr. Speaker, before I proceed any
further, I would like to yield to Mr.
McCOTTER from Michigan for such time
as he may consume.

Mr. McCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, I just
wanted to go on record with the remi-
niscence of late President Ford.

As a young person growing up in
Michigan, I remember Watergate. It is
a very early political memory. And it
would have been so easy at the time for
that indelible memory to remain with
a young person and sour them and
make them cynical toward the public
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process and toward government in gen-
eral.

But I was very lucky because the
man who took the place of the dis-
graced Richard Nixon was a man from
Michigan by the name of Gerald Ford.
Living in Michigan at the time being a
young person, to see someone from my
home State filled me with pride and a
sense of inspiration that one person
could rise above it and help to heal the
wounds of a Nation.

So in many ways today in paying re-
spect to Gerald Ford, it is not my abil-
ity to thank him for his service to our
country in general, but to thank him
personally for the inspiration that he
provided me, to see what one good and
decent man could do for his fellow
Americans.

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
it is my pleasure now to yield such
time as he may consume to one who
knew President Ford well, the Dean of
the House of Representatives, the Hon-
orable JOHN DINGELL from the State of
Michigan.

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my dear friend for his kindness and for
his yielding me this time. I express to
him my gratitude not only for his man-
aging this time, but for bringing this
bill to the floor. You have done a good
thing, and I say to you, sir, my thanks.

I also want to congratulate my dear
friend from Michigan (Mr. EHLERS) for
his part in bringing this matter before
us.

We honor here a great American, a
real patriot, a distinguished President,
a man who served with distinction in
the House, where he had no enemies
and legions of friends. He was an hon-
orable and decent man. He was a
friendly man. He was uncomplicated.
He was good. He was a fine family man,
and he was a man with whom any
Member of this House on either side of
the aisle could work with affection and
with respect. We will miss him. He was
a great American, and he was a man
who left a great tradition as a Member
of this body and as a member of the
Appropriations Committee where he
served with distinction.

A curious event associated with him
is that he always wanted to be Speak-
er, but never made the grade. By a cu-
rious set of circumstances, he was the
only man who probably could have
been confirmed as Vice President under
the constitutional amendment. And by
an even more curious circumstance, he
was never elected either Vice President
or President, and yet he served in both
offices with real distinction.

I will be praying for the repose of his
soul. My wife, Deborah, and I knew
Gerald Ford and admired him greatly.
We extend our condolences to his won-
derful wife, Betty, who was his loyal
friend, supporter, counselor, and who
served his country and him and all of
us with distinction and who brought
luster not just to her name but also to
the name of her distinguished husband.
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We will pray to God He be good to
Jerry Ford, and I thank my colleagues
for bringing this resolution. It is well
deserved by a great American.

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I would just like to give
a few vignettes of Jerry Ford that il-
lustrate the type of man that he was.

We heard this afternoon when we dis-
cussed this on the floor that he had
been active in supporting the Civil
Rights Act that passed this House and
the Senate some years ago. But this
was not an out-of-the-ordinary thing
for him. When he was a football player
at the University of Michigan, and a
very fine one, I might add, undoubtedly
the finest athlete to ever occupy the
White House, he was the captain of the
football team. They were scheduled to
play Georgia Tech. There was one Afri-
can American football player on the
Michigan football team, and Georgia
Tech said we cannot allow a black
player to play on the field at Georgia
Tech.

When Gerald Ford heard that, he said
I will not play either. I am simply not
going to play if they will not let my
friend, Ward, play. That was the type
of person he was. It was not until his
African American friend begged him to
play that he finally conceded that he
would play.

Another vignette is when he was ele-
vated to the Presidency, we had a big
party for him back in Grand Rapids,
Michigan, and 5,000 people turned out
for our little party. Person after person
got up to the microphone and related
experiences in their life where Jerry
Ford had helped them, whether it was
a matter of housing, of veterans bene-
fits, getting medals for veterans. The
list went on and on and on.

That accords with another thing that
was told me by one of my fellow legis-
lators at the time. He had become a
Member of Congress and he said, Some-
times I cursed Jerry Ford. Because of
the high standard of constituent serv-
ice he provided, he said, we worked
endlessly in our office to do as well as
Jerry Ford and his staff did in his of-
fice.

[ 1930

Those are two examples. I have more,
but I see that the majority leader has
arrived, and I know he is anxious to
speak on this issue.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
it is now my pleasure to yield such
time as he may consume to the major-
ity leader, the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER), one who did know
the President, but, as I observed a few
minutes, not quite as long as Rep-
resentative JOHN DINGELL.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my very distinguished friend for yield-
ing and thank him for his leadership in
this Congress, in the great city that he
represents and his State of Illinois. He
does a wonderful job.

I am pleased to join the sponsor of
this resolution, my good friend, VERN
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EHLERS. VERN EHLERS represents the
district, as some of you have already
been told, I am sure, I just got to the
floor, but I am sure you have been told
he represents the district that Gerald
Ford represented for a quarter of a cen-
tury.

Jerry Ford was my friend. President
Ford was someone who I got to know
after he was President of the United
States. As Mr. DAVIS observed, I was
not in the Congress and did not serve
with President Ford. He was, however,
a distinguished leader of this body.

I would like to say just a few words,
Mr. Speaker, about the contributions
of a great American leader, a man who
personified integrity, openness, civility
and a sense of responsibility, and a
man who helped restore public con-
fidence in our institutions of govern-
ment during a time of national crisis
and grave doubt about our government,
and that doubt existed here in this
country and abroad.

President Jerry Ford, our Nation’s
38th President, took office during a pe-
riod of American history when deep
skepticism was the norm and uncer-
tainty ruled the day. The challenges he
faced were not the product of his ac-
tions, but he effectively confronted
them and helped our proud Nation rise
above its ‘‘long national nightmare,”
as he referred to it, and to begin
dreaming again about the promise that
has been ours since our founding.

President Ford, of course, never
asked to be our Commander in Chief.
The responsibilities and burdens of
that office were thrust upon him when
he chose to answer our Nation’s high-
est calling. That calling came because
of the respect that was accorded to him
in this House, in the United States
Senate and in our country.

He never put partisanship or ambi-
tion ahead of the needs of the Amer-
ican people, seeking instead to heal our
national wounds. Where he saw divi-
sion, he built bridges, and where he saw
doubt, he nurtured trust.

I am proud to be able tonight to
serve in the same Chamber where Ger-
ald R. Ford served our Nation for such
a long time. I have now served one year
longer than Gerald Ford served in this
House. He served for 25 years. I am in
my 26th year. But no one brought more
luster to their service, no one brought
more integrity to this House, no one
was a better example of what all of us
ought to be as Members of this great
institution, the People’s House, than
was Gerald R. Ford of Michigan.

He offered his talents for seeking
compromise and building consensus. I
would hope all of us would take a les-
son from Gerald Ford as we move
ahead over the next 2 years. Too often,
the cycle that we enter is a cycle of
confrontation rather than consensus
creation. We need consensus. America
wants consensus. America wants
progress. America wants a Congress fo-
cused on its need, not a Congress fo-
cused on how we can make the other
guy look bad.
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Gerald Ford can be an example and
should be an example for all of us to
emulate. I am honored to have this op-
portunity to carry on President Ford’s
steadfast commitment to God, to coun-
try, to, obviously, his family, his be-
loved wife Betty and to the People’s
House.

It goes without saying that the
thoughts and prayers of an indebted
Nation are with the Ford family in
their time of sorrow. I want to con-
gratulate the Ford family, who con-
ducted themselves with such great dig-
nity and returned the caring of lit-
erally tens of thousands of people who
came through our Rotunda to honor
President Ford and his service and to
thank him for that which he has done
for our country. Jack and Susan in par-
ticular stood for hours greeting people
and thanking them for being there, and
the other children as well.

On December 26, 2006, we lost a great
American, a great leader and a great
friend. I was a member of the Appro-
priations Committee and had the honor
of chairing the Treasury-Postal Com-
mittee. The Treasury-Postal Com-
mittee had under its aegis the retire-
ment funds for our former Presidents,
and in that capacity, I had an oppor-
tunity to talk to him from time to
time, not about his own personal inter-
ests, which we did talk about, but that
is not why we talked.

He talked about the institution. He
talked about what we were doing to
make this House run better. I can re-
member we were at a forum at George-
town together over two decades ago at
which we both spoke, and he spoke of
the need for having more contested
elections, as opposed to districts that
were automatic for one party or the
other. He said that would be good for
democracy, good for discussion of
issues and good for the creation of con-
sensus.

Gerald Ford’s indomitable spirit will
live in these halls of power and service
for generations to come, halls that will
forever bear the mark of his influence
and dedication to the people of the
United States of America.

I want to extend my deepest sym-
pathy to President Ford’s beloved wife,
Betty, his children and his family and
loved ones, and in closing thank him;
thank him for being an example to
which all of us could repair for service
in this body; thank him for being an
example for the American people to
look to for what a Member of Congress
can and ought to be, a man of prin-
ciple, a man of generosity, a man who
cared about his country and its people.

Gerald Ford, we thank you for your
service, and we miss you.

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I just want to add a few
more comments, little vignettes. We
have had a lot of discussion today
about the wonderful attributes of
President Ford as a President, as a
Vice President and as a Member of the
House of Representatives. Indeed, he
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was a most gracious person and also a
most capable and hardworking person.
I appreciate the comments that Major-
ity Leader HOYER made which reflect
very accurately what a wonderful per-
son Mr. Ford was. But I want to add
just a few examples from my hometown
and my experience with him.

I, at one time, was the Chairman of
the County Commission. This was at
the time when we were erecting the
Ford Museum in Grand Rapids. Of
course, he was interested in that and
came around regularly. He was retired
from the Presidency at that time.

I recall walking down the street with
Mr. Ford. I thought I knew quite a few
people there, but walking down the
street with him, even though he had
not served in Congress for some 10
years at that time, people, of course,
would greet him and say, ‘‘Hi, Jerry,
how are you doing?’ They all knew
him. The amazing part to me was that
he knew them, and he would say, ‘‘Hi,
Bob. Hi, Shirley. Hi, Jerry. How are
you doing?”’

Then another time we walked into
the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel, which
had been the Pantlind Hotel, and he
had stayed there when he came back to
Grand Rapids for visits and for meet-
ings. We walked into the hotel lobby,
and, of course, a number of people saw
him and sort of mobbed him and kept
talking to him.

I noticed a bellman standing off to
the side, and it was clear to me that he
wanted to speak to Mr. Ford but didn’t
dare to come up to this group of people.
He just thought it wasn’t proper. So I
mentioned this to President Ford. I
said, ‘I think the bellman wants to
talk to you.” He said, ‘‘Oh, good.” So
he marches over to him and says,
“Harry, how are you doing? It is good
to see you again.” I didn’t know he had
a personal relationship with him.

Then he said, ‘“‘By the way, I heard
that your mother has cancer. Is that
true? How is she doing?”’ He then had a
10-minute conversation with this
young man about his mother and her
health and what had gone on. I am cu-
rious how many ex-Presidents would
take the time to do that for a bellman
that they had known in the past?

Similarly, the first time he went to
the White House as President and a re-
porter I know was following him, and
as he approached the White House, of
course, the Marines stood erect, opened
the doors and stood at attention. He
came up and held out his hand and
said, “Hi, I am Jerry Ford. I am going
to be living here. What is your name?”’
The reporter talked to the Marines at
the door after that and said, ‘‘Have you
ever had that before?’’ One said, ‘“No, I
have been here for several years, and
the previous President has never even
looked at me.” But, again, that was
characteristic of Mr. Ford.

One final little note. I first got ac-
quainted with him, I am a nuclear sci-
entist, as most of you know. I had
moved from Berkley, California, where
I got my Ph.D., and I was teaching at
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Calvin College. I heard a speech at a
national convention from a Congress-
man who said, ‘It is terrible. We don’t
have any scientists in the Congress. We
don’t have any scientific advice.” He
said, “‘I urge you to contact your Mem-
ber of Congress to see if you can help
them by giving scientific advice.”

So I took the gentleman at his word.
I sent a letter to Congressman Ford
and said, “I am a scientist. I have
heard there is not much scientific ad-
vice there. I would be happy to help
you in any way I can.”

I dropped the letter in the mailbox,
and my first thought was, I would get
a nice response that said: Thank you
for your comments. We will keep you
in mind if we ever need you. But in
fact, Mr. Ford was excited about it.
The day they got the letter, his chief of
staff called me and said, ‘“‘Jerry is very
excited with this and would like to
meet with you.”

So I met with him. I established a
science advisory committee, and we
met with him quarterly to advise him
on scientific matters. What struck me
was he was extremely interested in the
meetings and in what we were saying,
but also very, very quick on catching
on to the scientific terms and issues we
were discussing, much more so than
the average lay person would be able to
catch on. So it was a real pleasure for
us.

But one day after a meeting, I said,
“Mr. Ford, I don’t quite understand,
because you come back to Grand Rap-
ids, you spend all day in meetings, you
spend an hour or hour and a half in a
meeting with us just because we want
you to know more about science,’”’ and
I said, ‘“You really seem to enjoy it.
Doesn’t it get tiresome sometimes?”’

He put his arm around my shoulder
and he said, ‘“Vern, one thing you have
to recognize: Everyone else I meet with
is asking for something. You are the
only group I meet with that is offering
me something.”

I have never forgotten that, and it
really gave a lot of meaning to me
when I got here in Congress and found
out that is true. Almost everyone that
walks through our office doors comes
in asking for something, not trying to
help. So I now appreciate more fully
why he appreciated our help.

These are just a few instances of
what a wonderful human being Presi-
dent Ford was, how he related to the
people around him, how he was con-
cerned about the people around him
and really sought to do what was best
for them and what was best for this
country. He was a terrific model for
the rest of us and for me myself, and I
have always tried to serve the people
as well as he has.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I have no further
comments, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
as I close, let me just first of all com-
mend and thank  Representative
EHLERS for introducing this resolution.
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I also want to thank all of those who
have come down and taken the time to
speak.

In summing up the life of President
Gerald Ford, I am reminded of some-
thing that my mother used to tell us
all the time, and that is that if a task
is once begun, never leave until it is
done; be the labor great or small, do it
well or not at all.

President Gerald Ford, wherever he
was, did his work well, whether it was
on the football field, at the university,
in the halls of Congress, as Vice Presi-
dent and ultimately as President of the
United States of America, and our
country is a better place because of it.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to join
all Americans today in mourning the passing
of President Gerald R. Ford and support.

Gerald Ford became President in the after-
math of Watergate, a scandal that shook to
the core the confidence that Americans place
in their government. His unquestioned integ-
rity, good humor, and unimpeachable personal
character carried this nation through one of
the toughest periods of American history. Ger-
ald Ford’s legacy is one of steadiness in a
time of crisis and of selfless service for his
country.

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in support of House Resolution 15, Mourning
the passing of President Gerald R. Ford.

While we mourn President Ford, we also
celebrate this great American’s life and unique
contributions to our country. | believe he will
be remembered as a devoted and decent man
of impeccable integrity who put service to his
country before his own self interest. In public
life, there can be no higher achievement.

In 1968 President Ford and his family first
came to Colorado to ski. He was inspired by
the beauty of the area and found a connection
to the land and to the surrounding community
and ended up buying home in Beaver Creek.
When he became President, his vacations in
Colorado helped introduce the world to the
Town of Vail, and in fact, the family home was
dubbed “the Western White House.”

Coloradans, especially those in the Vail Val-
ley, consider Jerry Ford to be the first Presi-
dent from Colorado because he was a great
ambassador for the State who established
long ties to the people of Colorado. He was
known as the first skiing president, and be-
cause of this tireless promotion of Colorado’s
ski industry, he was inducted into the Colo-
rado Ski Hall of Fame in 2001. He was a good
neighbor, an avid golfer and a lover of the out-
doors. So you can see why | like to claim the
former president as a constituent.

Because of his work with charities in Colo-
rado and his contributions to our great state,
I've introduced a bill which would rename the
Vail Post Office after President Ford, and |
hope that the House will take up that bill soon
and pass it in his honor.

President Ford will rightly be remembered
for his personal warmth, his decency, his inter-
est in bridging the many divisions in America
during the 1970s. My father, Mo Udall, served
in the Congress with him, and while they were
often on different sides in political matters they
were united by a common view that politics
should unite people. | remember a story in
1974 President Ford invited Arizona’s senators
and representatives to ride on Air Force One
for a meeting he was having with Mexico’s
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president. At the time, Arizona had two Re-
publican senators and three Republican con-
gressmen. They all declined. The one Demo-
cratic congressman—my dad—accepted the
invitation.

“All these other politicians don’t want Ford
to come into their district. Hell, 'm glad to see
him in mine,” my dad told a person in a crowd
outside the place where Ford and the Mexican
president were meeting. Mo then went into the
crowd and put his arm around the president,
telling him how proud Arizona was to have
him. “It's a great day for the state.”

They both were firm believers that in public
life one could disagree without being disagree-
able. This is a credo | try to live by and | draw
inspiration from my father and from President
Ford. They were both practitioners of civility
long before the term came a popular term of
political art.

As a dedicated public servant, President
Ford served honorably in his years in Con-
gress and in the White House. Most important,
when America needed someone to reassure
their trust in government after Watergate, he
filled that leadership role with authenticity.

In short, Gerald Ford helped heal our nation
during a time of crisis, provided steady leader-
ship and restored people’s faith in the presi-
dency and in government. We need leaders
like him today.

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the late President Gerald R. Ford, who
was born in my hometown of Omaha, Ne-
braska. President Ford will forever be remem-
bered for his great service to the people of the
United States of America. He served the peo-
ple at a complicated and divisive time in our
history with honor and distinction. By helping
our Nation heal from the political turmoil of
Watergate, he helped move us forward.

President Ford was a man of selfless ac-
tions based in modest, Midwestern values. As
a public servant, | am proud of his efforts; as
a Nebraskan, | am proud of our President.

President Ford was a man who gave up a
National Football League career in order to
study law and ultimately serve the people in
the highest office of public service. His love for
our Nation and our American freedoms will
live on through our work in Congress and his
immortal words, spoken during his 1977 State
of the Union Address when he said “The Con-
stitution is the bedrock of all our freedoms.
Guard and cherish it, keep honor and order in
your own house, and the republic will endure.”

He was a scholar, an athlete, an honorable
President, and an even more honorable Amer-
ican. Our nation will truly miss his leadership,
honestly and integrity.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to a great friend of this in-
stitution, President Gerald Ford. | speak for all
of us when | say that our thoughts and our
prayers go out to his wife, Betty, and their
family.

Born Leslie Lynch King, Jr. in Omaha, Ne-
braska, President Ford embodied the values
and spirit of Nebraska by putting the good of
the nation ahead of personal, partisan politics.
He was a valued colleague to two branches of
our government, who loved and honored our
traditions.

A great statesman, he will be hard—if not
impossible—to replace. President Ford taught
us lessons of unity we will do well to remem-
ber as we debate issues that may be divisive.

The flags hang at half-mast throughout our
entire nation to remember a good and decent
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man. Though | never met him, | am honored
to pay my respects to this great.

God bless him and his family.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, as
a member from the Michigan Congressional
Delegation | am proud to honor today one of
our State’s favorite sons, the 38th President of
the United States Gerald R. Ford.

President Ford is the only person in the his-
tory of our Nation to ascend to presidency
having never sought either the presidency or
the vice presidency. And he did so at one of
the most difficult moments in our Nation since
the Civil War.

Upon assuming office he acknowledged that
he had not been elected through the votes of
the American people but simply asked for his
confirmation through their prayers.

He was the right man, for the right office at
the right time for our Nation.

He made policy decisions not based on po-
litical calculation, but on what he believed was
in the “ best interests of the Nation.

He was not afraid to reach across party
lines to find solutions to the myriad of chal-
lenges which faced our Nation.

He was a man of unquestionable character.

Prior to coming to Congress | had the honor
to serve as Michigan’s Secretary of State and
as such served as our State’s official historian.

During my term in office | had the privilege
to place a historic marker at the newly ren-
ovated boyhood home of President Ford.

On that day he spoke of the values instilled
in him in that home, in his community and in
our great State of Michigan.

These were values that served him well
throughout his life and certainly when he as-
sumed the presidency.

Values like honesty. Integrity. Treating every
person with respect and dignity. Love of coun-
try and a commitment to freedom.

His commitment to these values was evi-
dent throughout his public service.

As a military officer in the Pacific in World
War Il

As a member of this House of Representa-
tives for nearly three decades.

As the leader of the Republican minority in
the House where he proudly voted for and
sought votes for landmark legislation like the
Civil Rights Act and Voting Rights Act.

And as Vice President and President of the
United States where he helped America re-
cover from what he called our long National
nightmare of Watergate and where he con-
cluded the war in Vietnam.

Simply put, Gerald R. Ford was a great
American worthy of our honor and respect.

Our condolences go out to his wonderful
and courageous wife Betty and to the entire
Ford Family.

A grateful Nation owes a debt of gratitude to
President Ford for his lifetime of honorable
service.

May he rest in peace.

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to my dearly departed
friend, Gerald R. Ford, the 38th President of
the United States.

Gerald R. Ford rose to the Presidency at a
time when the Nation was in crisis. Disillu-
sioned by Watergate, nervous about an econ-
omy in recession, and anxious to get its sol-
diers out, of war, the country was yearning for
a leader who could reestablish a sense of nor-
malcy. So when Ford took over the White
House after a short stint as Vice President,
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and a quarter century in the House of Rep-
resentatives—even though we disagreed on
some fundamental policy issues—I| was re-
lieved. | knew Jerry as an all-American hailing
from Grand Rapids, Michigan, a fellow World
War Il Veteran, and above all, a man of ex-
traordinary character. He was the right man at
the right time to restore a divided Nation shak-
en to its Constitutional roots.

When Ford left for duty he was considered
an “isolationist”. When he came back, he was
a committed internationalist. It was this
change, which | think marks the type of per-
son that my friend Gerald Ford was. Many of
today’s pundits will call him a “throwback” or
a “dying breed”. | say he simply possessed a
remarkable sense of self, strong patriotism
and astute common sense. He looked at the
world, saw the conflicts, recognized the need
for U.S. leadership, and changed his own
opinion.

Too often today, men and women in public
life who change their opinion are derided.
Stubborn consstency in the face of rebutting
evidence is now considered leadership. But
this narrow definition of leadership was never
the Ford model. He was a citizen legislator, a
stalwart in a grand tradition that stretches
back throughout democracy, from the com-
plexities of the 21st century to the founding of
Athens. He never sought leadership, it aways
came to him.

During his 25 years in Congress, where we
worked side-by-side in the Michigan delega-
tion for 17 years, Ford worked hard for his
party but also reached out and made many
friends abross the aisle. His party elected him
as minority leader in 1965, where he served
as an effective leader and consensus builder
until 1973, when he took over the Vice Presi-
dency under Richard Nixon, replacing Spiro
Agnew.

Not only did Ford take over the Presidency
during one of the toughest times in American
history, he did so as a leader whose political
party differed from the congressional majority.
Ford vetoed an unprecedented 66 bills during
his Presidency. Nevertheless, the Congress
passed some important laws with bipartisan
support under the Ford Administrationl includ-
ing the Community Development Block Grant,
the Privacy Act, and the Federal Elections
Campaign Act Amendments.

Ford and | worked particularly closely during
his presidency on energy matters. Despite our
differences, we were able to work together.
During the Ford Administration we passed the
Energy Policy and Conservation Act of 1975
(EPCA), which established the Nation’s first
fuel economy standards. Because of his self
assuredness and his uncanny ability to think
for himself, policy disputes did not deter Ford
from working across party lines to achieve
success. Nor did partisan bickering preclude
bipartisan friendships: he played golf with po-
litical adversary Tip O’Neill and became good
friends with Jimmy Carter after Carter de-
feated him in the 1976 election.

President Ford was devoted to ensuring that
America and the Presidency were in better,
shape than when he found it, and above all
else, this was his most important accomplish-
ment. His honesty and patriotism should be a
model for elected officials today who are often
too eager to create a sound bite and too reluc-
tant to find common ground. Mr. Speaker, |
ask that you and my fellow colleagues join me
in remembering President Gerald R. Ford, and
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honoring him by carrying on his legacy of bi-
partisanship, honesty and integrity in the years
to come.

Mrs. BONO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of House Resolution 15, and to
pay tribute to a dear friend and remarkable
American. Today, we honor the life and mem-
ory of our Nation’s 38th President, Gerald R.
Ford. The consideration of this legislation is of
great personal importance to me, as | had the
honor and distinction of counting President
Ford not only as a friend but also as a con-
stituent.

These past few weeks, the American people
have come to know the story of one of our
most beloved leaders, a man who brought our
nation together during a tumultuous time and
restored faith in our democratic system of gov-
ernment. President Ford famously said, “Our
Constitution works, our great Republic is a
government of laws and not of men.” Yet, the
truth is that our system works because of peo-
ple like Gerald R. Ford and his wonderful wife,
Betty—people who dedicated their lives to
making our country strong and improving the
prospects for all American citizens.

Despite achieving great success as an ath-
lete, President Ford declined the opportunity
to play professional football because he want-
ed to serve the nation he loved. He went to
Yale to study law, served heroically in the U.S.
Navy during World War |l, honorably rep-
resented the people of Michigan in this very
House for 25 years, and was selected to serve
as Vice President because he had the con-
fidence of the U.S. Congress and was simply
the best man for the job. He assumed the
Presidency he never sought because, when
called, he never shied from his duty to his
country.

His personal integrity was beyond question
and his quiet strength steadied our Nation in
a time of crisis. President Ford skillfully led our
nation through the post-Watergate era, he laid
the groundwork for an historic peace accord in
the Middle East, and steered our country
through tough economic times. History has
shown that he was the right leader for those
difficult days.

In California’s Coachella Valley, where
President Ford and Betty made their home
after leaving the White House, their support of
charities, too numerous to mention, helped
make them the beloved “first-couple” of the
Palm Springs region. As lifelong partners who
were truly devoted to one another and to their
family, the Fords encouraged millions of dol-
lars in donations to many worthwhile causes.
When Betty Ford courageously raised public
awareness of dependency issues and founded
the recovery clinic in her name, President
Ford stood squarely and quietly behind her
every step of the way.

| extend my deepest sympathy to Betty and
the entire Ford family for their loss, a loss we
all share. As we begin this Congressional ses-
sion in the House which he loved so deeply,
| think we would be well-served to remember
the example of leadership and selfless duty to
country that President Ford provided. We cele-
brate his memory and our Nation is better for
his service.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in Strong
support of House Resolution 15. It is fitting
and right that the House remember this highly
distinguished citizen of the State of Michigan,
and honor his service to the people of the
United States.
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Gerald Ford’s life and legacy define the
term “public servant.” He served with distinc-
tion in World War Il aboard the U.S.S.
Monterrey. In 1948, he was elected to the
House of Representatives, where he served
with integrity for 25 years. In 1974, during one
of the darkest moments in U.S. history, Gerald
Ford served as our Nation’s 38th President,
and restored integrity to the Presidency.

As the Nation has honored President Ford
over the course of the last week, | have been
struck by how many have made mention of his
honesty, trustworthiness and essential de-
cency. As the first President Bush said of his
one-time colleague in the House of Represent-
atives at the memorial service at Washington
Cathedral last week, “to political ally and ad-
versary alike, Jerry Ford’s word was always
good.”

President Ford will also be remembered for
believing that America is strongest when we
work together and work with others.

President Ford has left us a rich legacy. As
we begin this new Congress, | hope all of us
here will honor him by taking to heart that leg-

acy.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in strong support of H. Res. 15.
This resolution mourns the passing of Gerald
Rudolph Ford, Jr., the 38 President of the
United States, and honors his lifetime of out-
standing leadership and service to our Nation.

President Ford was born Leslie Lynch King,
Jr., in 1913 in Omaha, Nebraska. Soon after
his birth, his mother moved to Grand Rapids,
Michigan, where she remarried and he was
adopted and renamed after his stepfather,
Gerald Rudolph Ford.

While in high school, Jerry Ford was an out-
standing student and athlete, and Eagle
Scout. He went on to achieve a Bachelor of
Arts at the University of Michigan, where he
majored in economics and political science.
He also played on the University’s 1932 and
1933 national championship football teams
and was selected to several college All-Amer-
ican football teams. Indeed, Jerry Ford was
such a gifted football player that he was of-
fered contracts by the Detroit Lions and Green
Bay Packers. But he turned them down to ac-
cept a coaching position at Yale University, in
hopes of gaining admission to its law school.
His perseverance paid off and he was admit-
ted in 1938. He graduated in the top third of
his class with an LL.B. in 1941.

President Ford returned to Grand Rapids to
practice law and teach a course at the Univer-
sity of Grand Rapids. He also helped coach
the Grand Rapids football team. After the
United States entered World War I, he joined
the U.S. Naval Reserve, serving on the light
aircraft carrier USS Monterey. In 1944, he nar-
rowly survived a deadly typhoon in the Phil-
ippine Sea. In 1946 he completed his military
service and was honorably discharged.

Upon returning home to Grand Rapids,
Jerry Ford resumed his law practice, this time
with a more “internationalist” outlook due to
his experiences abroad. He was elected to
Congress with more than 60 percent of the
vote in 1948 after ousting an isolationist in-
cumbent in the Republican primary. During the
1948 campaign, Jerry married the outspoken
advocate of women’s rights, Elizabeth Anne
Bloomer Warren, whom we all know and love
as “Betty.” Jerry Ford was elected to Con-
gress 13 times by his constituents, never once
receiving less than 60 percent of the vote. In
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October 1973, he was nominated to be Vice-
President by President Richard Nixon and as-
sumed the office after being confirmed by both
the House and the Senate. In fact, Jerry Ford
holds the distinction of being the only person
in history to be confirmed by both chambers of
Congress.

At noon on August 9, 1974, upon the res-
ignation of President Nixon, Jerry Ford be-
came the 38th President of the United States.
In addressing the Nation after taking the oath
of office, President Ford said: “My fellow
American’s, our long national nightmare is
over.” And he was right. Over the next twenty-
nine months, President Ford did so much, by
word and deed, to restore public confidence in
the institutions of government. In the final
analysis, President Ford’s lasting legacy is “all
he did to heal our land,” as his predecessor,
President Jimmy Carter, memorably put it in
his 1977 Inaugural Address. There is perhaps
no more deserving recipient of the Medal of
Freedom, an honor bestowed on President
Ford in 2000 by President Bill Clinton. In
1999, he was awarded the Congressional
Gold Medal and in 2001, he was presented
the Profile in Courage Award by the John F.
Kennedy Library and Museum.

Mr. Speaker, | salute President Ford for his
outstanding and patriotic service, especially
his efforts as President to unite and heal the
Nation in a time when it had lost all con-
fidence in its officials. | strongly urge all mem-
bers to join me in supporting this resolution
honoring and celebrating the late President
Gerald R. Ford and his lifetime of achievement
and service to our country. We mourn the
death but celebrate the life of this great Amer-
ican, this great president, and former Minority
Leader of this House.

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor former President and U.S. Congress-
man Gerald R. Ford.

Gerald Ford, who is often referred to as
“Michigan’s Greatest Son,” worked hard wher-
ever his life led him and based his decisions
upon what he felt was the right thing to do.

A star football player with my alma mater,
the University of Michigan, he turned down of-
fers to play in the National Football League to
study law at Yale.

He then volunteered to serve his country in
the Navy during World War |l before returning
to Michigan to put his law degree to work.

He later defeated an incumbent for a seat in
the U.S. House of Representatives in his own
party’s primary, which from my own experi-
ence is an incredibly difficult endeavor. His
colleagues later elected him to the highest
leadership position among Republicans in the
House.

Gerald Ford admittedly did not seek the
greatness of the U.S. presidency, but destiny
determined that he would become the right
man in the right place at the right time.

President Ford allowed the country to move
forward by pardoning Richard Nixon, although
it likely contributed to him failing to win the
1976 election.

He helped to unite a divided nation, even
when he knew that it would likely result in a
great personal cost. He made the decision be-
cause he knew that if he did not, our country
would spend the months and years looking
back and not ahead. For him it was simply the
right thing to do.

He conducted himself with integrity and
character throughout every step of his distin-
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guished career. He set a very high standard
for those of us in West Michigan who would
follow him to Washington.

The legacy he leaves to join his Creator will
impact not only the officeholders who follow in
his footsteps, but generations of Americans to
come.

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ex-
press my strong support for H. Res. 15, a
House Resolution mourning the passing of
former President Gerald Ford of Michigan.

Throughout his life and his career, Jerry
Ford exhibited the highest standards of cour-
age, wisdom, integrity, and civility.

| had the honor of serving with President
Ford’s brother, Thomas, in the Michigan legis-
lature before | was elected to Congress in
1976.

Mr. Speaker, | must admit that | was one of
those who questioned President Ford’s pardon
of Richard Nixon at the time he did it.

But by the time Ford gave his final State of
the Union speech in January 1977, |, and
most of the Nation, had come to realize the
rightness of his decision to pardon Nixon.

| vividly remember the sustained and pro-
longed applause, from both sides of the aisle,
for President Ford during his January 1977
State of the Union Address to the Congress.

He took the Office of the Presidency at a
very difficult and troubled time for our Nation
and for our world.

He had previously served his country with
honor as a naval officer during World War
Two, as a member of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives from the State of Michigan, and
as the minority leader of the U.S. House.

But when his country needed him the most,
he served in the highest office in the land, as
President of the United States of America.

He was the right person, at the right time,
in the right office.

He guided our Nation through a very difficult
time and he helped in the healing process
which our Country so deeply needed at that
time in our history.

Mr. Speaker, Jerry Ford loved this Country,
he loved his house, he loved his State of
Michigan, and he certainly loved his wife Betty
and their children and grandchildren.

Our thoughts and our prayers are with them
as we honor Jerry Ford today.

Mr ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to the great President Gerald R. Ford,
who has recently passed away. Gerald Ford
was not only America’s 38th president but he
was also a dedicated husband, father, athlete
and WWII veteran.

Born in Nebraska, Ford was an athletic
young man. He was the star of his high school
football team and continued to play football as
a college student at the University of Michi-
gan. He then went on to receive his law de-
gree from Yale University. Shortly after grad-
uating from Yale, Ford received a commission
as ensign in the U.S. Naval Reserve and re-
ceived numerous awards for his bravery and
service during WWII. After returning from the
war, Ford became more involved in politics,
serving as member of the House of Rep-
resentatives for 25 years, including 8 years as
the Minority leader, and later becoming Vice
President before taking the oath as President.

President Ford took power following one of
the most difficult times in our Nation’s history
and brought America back together. Gerald
Ford was a noble, honorable man who
emerged as a leader at a time when Ameri-
cans were questioning their government.
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President Ford showed us that strength and
integrity are indisputably important traits to
have in order to successfully lead our great
Nation.

As power has just changed hands in Con-
gress, it is my hope that we will heed the leg-
acy of Gerald Ford and always seek to stand
together to face the challenges of the future.
Gerald Ford will be sorely missed by all of the
Americans that he touched. My heart goes out
to all of his family members.

0 1945

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvis) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 15, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those voting have responded in the af-
firmative.

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

———

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

(Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, a St. Pete headline says:
“Gator Nation: It’s A Great Time to be
a Gator.” The Gainesville Sun boasts:
“Gators Made Most of Their Chances.”
The Miami Herald states: ‘“‘Gators are
First on the Court and First on the
Field.” The Florida Times Union reads:
“The Gators Stand Tall and Deliver;
Florida Totally Dominates Ohio in
Claiming the National Championship.”

Go Gators!

The BCS Championship game be-
tween the University of Florida Gators
and the Ohio State University Buck-
eyes last night was a clash of the ti-
tans and history in the making.

My alma mater, the University of
Florida, became the first school in
NCAA history to hold national titles in
football and men’s basketball at the
same time. Only six Division I schools
have ever won a football and men’s bas-
ketball national championship since
1936, and never in the same year.

Thanks to Head Coach Urban Meyer,
the Florida coaching staff, and the out-
standing Gator football team, we fin-
ished the season with a 13-1 record.

I want to congratulate the Univer-
sity of Florida for not only being the
best athletic school in the country but
also the best in academia.

The Gators, through persistent of-
fense and an overwhelming defense, de-
feated the Ohio State University Buck-
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eyes 41-14. They earned 21 first downs,
370 total yards, and did not turn the
ball over on offense. The defense held
the opponents to only eight first
downs, 82 total yards, and sacked the
quarterback five times, for 51 yards.

No doubt about it, the best team won
the National Championship. Go Gators!

———

GATORS WIN THE NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE

(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to congratulate the Uni-
versity of Florida Gators for winning
the Bowl Championship Series Na-
tional Football title last night.

After a hard fought season, the
Gators proved victorious last night
with a dazzling 41-14 triumph over the
Ohio State University Buckeyes. I
want to extend special congratulations
to Florida’s head coach, Urban Meyer,
who trained this football team to be
the best in the country. All of the ath-
letes are shining stars for the univer-
sity and deserve our highest praise.

Last night, the University of Florida
made history by winning national ti-
tles in both men’s basketball and foot-
ball in the same season. Florida’s aca-
demic reputation is stellar, our sports
teams are number one and our fans are
like none other. Mr. Speaker, it is
great to be a Florida Gator. Congratu-
lations to the students, faculty, alum-
ni, and friends of the University of
Florida.

I have just one thing left to say, Mr.
Speaker, and that is: Two bits, four
bits, six bits a dollar. All for the
Gators, stand up and holler. Go Gators!

—————

CONGRATULATIONS TO
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA GATORS

(Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I too want to add my
words to my colleagues from Florida. I
happen to represent the southern part
of Florida, but I can tell you it is a
great day for all of Florida and we have
good reason to be proud of these fine
men who have shown the country that
Florida is not only football territory
but also just a great athletic territory
with great universities in our great
State.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield to the
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
CORRINE BROWN).

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. I
just want to once again thank the
Gators; and as we speak, I want you to
know that they are arriving in Gaines-
ville and we want to extend our whole-
hearted congratulations to the coach-
ing staff and to the faculty and staff.

I also have a yell, one that I remem-
ber, and we used to do it when I was a
student at the University of Florida. It
was: One, two, three, four, five, them
there Gators don’t take no jive.
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And they did it last night. Go Gators!

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the fol-
lowing Members will be recognized for
5 minutes each.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

IRAQ AND THE PROPOSED BUSH
ESCALATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, first of
all, congratulations for being up in
that chair.

I rise today to unwaveringly support
the Speaker of the House, who has said
that she opposes any escalation of the
occupation of Iraq, that she opposes
sending more combat troops into a sit-
uation in Iraq that is so, so messy.

The Speaker represents an over-
whelming majority viewpoint among
the American people. Indeed, Mr.
Speaker, she is Speaker today because
the American people overwhelmingly
rejected the Bush occupation policy, a
policy that has already claimed over
3,000 American lives, cost us hundreds
of billions of dollars, ignited a bloody
civil war, and diminished our national
security.

But President Bush is stubbornly and
desperately clinging onto an ideolog-
ical vision that has been completely
discredited. He is not listening to the
new Congress. He is not listening to
the American people. He is not listen-
ing to the Iraq Study Group. He is not
even listening to his military com-
manders, who have advised against an
escalation.

Even the most hawkish observer
imaginable, Oliver North, has come out
against an escalation in a recent col-
umn entitled: ‘“More Troops Equals
More Targets.”

This occupation takes a more disas-
trous turn with each passing week, but
the Bush administration not only is
sticking to its failed policy; it is in-
vesting even more in that policy.

Our military presence, from the very
beginning, hasn’t brought peace and
freedom to Iraq. It has been a catalyst
for greater violence and disorder. It
hasn’t defeated the insurgency. It has
been what has motivated the insur-
gency. It hasn’t solved problems in
Iraq. It has exacerbated them.

So what is the White House’s solu-
tion? Send more troops and put more
Americans in harm’s way, even though
the American presence destabilized
Iraq in the first place. Hscalation de-
fies common sense, Mr. Speaker. It is
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