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Minoso. But there were so many oth-
ers. I went to games at Martin Stadium 
in Memphis, which is the home of the 
Memphis Red Sox, and it was all Negro 
players. They were great players. They 
didn’t get an opportunity to show their 
skills. They later did. 

I urge all my colleagues to support 
House Res. 162, recognizing the con-
tributions of the Negro Baseball 
League, but at the same time reflect on 
how sad it was that there had to be a 
Negro Baseball League, and to reflect 
upon the need to make amends, not 
just to African Americans who were 
enslaved by this country’s laws and 
limited and punished and enslaved by 
Jim Crow laws, but at the same time to 
think about the greatness of our coun-
try and mend a fault and a tear in our 
Constitution and our soul and civic jus-
tice, and put it together and apologize 
for slavery and Jim Crow, and make 
our country more whole and do the 
right thing. When you are wrong, you 
apologize. When you do evil, you do 
apologize, and you move forward. They 
are different bills, and I hate to mix 
them, but they are all part of the same 
story. 

America needs to move forward, and 
progress has been made. We need to ap-
preciate the past, but see where we 
were and move forward. And I am hon-
ored to be with the other sponsors of 
this bill, I think there are hundreds of 
them, and recognize the contributions 
of the Negro Baseball League and the 
story that baseball has played, and ask 
everybody in America to pay attention 
on March 31 to the final exhibition 
game of the season which will be tele-
vised on ESPN, a civil rights game that 
will highlight the civil rights heroes 
through sports, where Julian Bond will 
speak at a luncheon at the Peabody 
Hotel and tell a story of integration 
and success through sports that came 
too late in this country’s history. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I now yield 
2 minutes to my distinguished col-
league from the State of Virginia (Mr. 
TOM DAVIS). 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I hadn’t intended to come 
over and speak on this, but the gen-
tleman from Tennessee’s eloquence 
moved me to also add my support for 
this resolution. I supported it through 
the committee process. But to also rec-
ognize the contributions of the players, 
the Josh Gibsons, the Buck O’Neals 
who, because of the bars of segregation 
at the time, were never allowed to par-
ticipate in what we now know as the 
Major Leagues. 

But this resolution speaks to the fact 
that their contributions, that their ac-
tivities and their records are also an 
important part of American history 
and of baseball history, and they 
should be remembered for their con-
tributions. And that is what this reso-
lution does. In their own ways, they 
are not only great players, great all- 
stars, great performers, and great ath-
letes, but they also were pioneers. And 
I am proud to be here to support the 
gentleman’s resolution. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in support of H. Res. 162, which recog-
nizes the contributions of the Negro Baseball 
Leagues and their players for their achieve-
ments, dedications and sacrifices to baseball 
and the Nation. 

African Americans began to play baseball in 
the late 1800s on military teams, college 
teams, and company teams. They eventually 
found their way to professional teams with 
white players. Moses Fleetwood Walker and 
Bud Fowler were among the first to partici-
pate. However, racism and ‘‘Jim Crow’’ laws 
would force them from these teams by 1900. 
Thus, black players formed their own units, 
‘‘barnstorming’’ around the country to play 
anyone who would challenge them. 

In 1920, an organized league structure was 
formed under the guidance of Andrew ‘‘Rube’’ 
Foster—a former player, manager, and owner 
for the Chicago American Giants. In a meeting 
held at the Paseo YMCA in Kansas City, MO, 
Foster and a few other Midwestern team own-
ers joined to form the Negro National League. 
Soon, rival leagues formed in Eastern and 
Southern states, bringing the thrills and inno-
vative play of black baseball to major urban 
centers and rural countrysides in the U.S., 
Canada, and Latin America. The Leagues 
maintained a high level of professional skill 
and became centerpieces for economic devel-
opment in many black communities. 

In 1945, Major League Baseball’s Brooklyn 
Dodgers recruited Jackie Robinson from the 
Kansas City Monarchs. Robinson now be-
comes the first African American in the mod-
ern era to play on a Major League roster. 
While this historic event was a key moment in 
baseball and civil rights history, it prompted 
the decline of the Negro Leagues. The best 
black players were now recruited for the Major 
Leagues, and black fans followed. The last 
Negro Leagues teams folded in the early 
1960s, but their legacy lives on through the 
surviving players and the Negro Leagues 
Baseball Museum. 

The Negro Leagues Baseball Museum is 
extremely significant because it represents 
many of the outstanding contributions that 
blacks made to the game of baseball notwith-
standing their initial exclusion from the profes-
sional baseball league here in this country. 
The museum was designated America’s Na-
tional Negro Leagues Baseball Museum when 
the House passed a resolution. The museum, 
in the 18th and Vine Historic Jazz District, was 
founded in 1990 to commemorate an era 
when many of baseball’s top players could not 
perform on the game’s biggest stage, the 
major leagues, but instead made their own 
history. The museum draws about 60,000 visi-
tors a year who can view evidence of the 
great contributions made to America’s favorite 
pastime. 

The legacy of the Negro Baseball Leagues 
also lives on through the multitude of great 
black and Latino players who have contributed 
greatly to the game of baseball. The contribu-
tions of the Negro Baseball League players 
certainly paved the way for baseball giants 
such as Jackie Robinson, Hank Aaron, Willie 
Mays, Roberto Clemente, and Barry Bonds. 
Hank Aaron is the Major League Baseball 
homerun record-holder because of the signifi-
cant role the Negro Baseball Leagues played 
in the black community. The Negro Baseball 

League is not only a great contribution to the 
black community but also to the Nation and 
the world. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge my colleagues 
to support H. Res. 162 to recognize the con-
tributions of the Negro Baseball Leagues and 
their players for their achievements, dedication 
and sacrifices to baseball and the Nation. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I too want 
to commend Mr. COHEN for his elo-
quence, for introducing this resolution; 
and I urge all Members to support the 
passage of H. Res. 162, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WATSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 162, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF A NATIONAL CHIL-
DREN AND FAMILIES DAY 

Ms WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 62), 
supporting the goals and ideals of a Na-
tional Children and Families Day, in 
order to encourage adults in the United 
States to support and listen to children 
and to help children throughout the 
Nation achieve their hopes and dreams, 
and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 62 

Whereas research shows that spending 
time together as a family is critical to rais-
ing strong and resilient kids; 

Whereas strong healthy families improve 
the quality of life and the development of 
children; 

Whereas it is essential to celebrate and re-
flect upon the important role that all fami-
lies play in the lives of children and their 
positive effect for the Nation’s future; 

Whereas the fourth Saturday of June is a 
day set aside to recognize the importance of 
children and families; and 

Whereas the country’s greatest natural re-
source is its children: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress supports 
the goals and ideals of a National Children 
and Families Day. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WATSON) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. TOM DAVIS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

b 1530 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, the most 
sacred institution of our society is that 
of the family. And within the family, 
its most precious asset, and that is its 
children. I stand before you today ask-
ing that my colleagues support me in 
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establishing a National Children and 
Families Day. 

President Bush has stated that, 
‘‘Families instill in our children val-
ues; they shape character and are the 
foundation of a hopeful society.’’ These 
are the goals for which we strive on 
National Children and Families Day. It 
is the intent of the National Children 
and Families Day to emphasize the im-
portance of loving and stable relation-
ships between parents, communities 
and children. 

I once heard a teacher ask her class, 
What is the greatest Nation in the 
world? As the students muttered the 
names of countries worldwide, she 
pointed to her head and said, Imagina-
tion. 

Through National Children and Fam-
ilies Day, I wish to cultivate and en-
courage the active imaginations of 
children, for we know that from cre-
ative and innovative thinking comes 
the ability to hope and dream for a 
brighter future. 

Creating an environment that instills 
important values and builds strong 
character and provides sound education 
for our children is a vital national pri-
ority. With a firm foundation, children 
will be better able to face the chal-
lenges of the future. 

As a legislator, I often find myself 
thinking of the countless children I 
represent whom I view as future voting 
constituents. And I think of how the 
policies we enact today could hinder or 
empower them 10, 15 or 20 years from 
now. 

This, Mr. Speaker, is why I urge my 
colleagues to support National Chil-
dren and Families Day. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, with so many distrac-
tions in our lives today, it is important 
to take a step back to acknowledge the 
central role that families play in the 
development of our Nation’s youth. 
This resolution celebrates those as-
pects found in a positive family atmos-
phere which promotes healthy and 
well-adjusted young men and women. 

It is true that the children are our 
future, and the strength of our country 
has been and will continue to be built 
on families providing educational, so-
cial, ethical and moral guidance to our 
children. 

The devotion of time is one of the 
most important things we can do to 
help maintain a positive family envi-
ronment. And while it may be difficult 
to find time in our hectic schedules, 
things as simple as playing with edu-
cational toys, reading together or vis-
iting an age-appropriate museum will 
stimulate a child’s curiosity that will 
be beneficial throughout their lives. 

Also, something as easy as slowing 
down enough to take the time to listen 
to one another, maybe by having din-
ner as a family whenever possible is a 
time tested way to nurture a child 

through family participation during 
their formative years. 

Young people are increasingly ex-
posed to the stress and pressures of our 
modern society. In order to combat 
these negative influences, we must 
take it upon ourselves, as a society, to 
expose young people to loving and sup-
porting families whenever possible. As 
an example, doing a community service 
project as a family is one of the many 
ways to teach children that to build a 
community and to thrive as a society, 
we should all share in assisting one an-
other. 

National Children and Families Day 
provides us an opportunity to recognize 
our responsibility to create family en-
vironments that nurture the next gen-
eration and to promote a positive envi-
ronment for families across America. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting H. Con. Res. 62. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in strong support of H. Con. Res. 62, 
which supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Children and Families Day. The purpose 
of H. Con. Res. 62 is to encourage adults to 
listen to children and to help children through-
out the Nation achieve their hopes and 
dreams, and for other purposes. 

As Chair of the Children’s Caucus, I strongly 
believe that we must continue creating positive 
and effective support systems for our children 
so that they will become healthy, productive 
citizens. To do this, we must ensure that all of 
our children have access to quality education 
and healthcare. We must also give quality 
time to our children. 

Mr. Speaker, National Children and Families 
Day encourages parents to spend time with 
their children and to spend time together 
around the dinner table. 

Our young children are increasingly facing 
monumental challenges such as drug and al-
cohol addiction, pregnancy, depression, and 
obesity. We must invest the time and money 
in the necessary resources needed to help our 
children combat these challenges. I recently 
hosted a briefing, ‘‘Childhood Obesity: Factors 
that are Impacting the Disproportionate Preva-
lence in Low-Income and Minority Commu-
nities,’’ to discuss the causes of, and search 
for solutions to the childhood obesity epi-
demic. Eating dinner at the dinner table with 
parents is one of the suggested ways children 
may develop healthier eating habits. 

According to research by The National Cen-
ter on Addiction and Substance Abuse (CASA) 
at Columbia University, the more often chil-
dren eat dinner with their families, the less 
likely they are to smoke, drink or use drugs. 
The research suggested that the conversa-
tions that go hand-in-hand with dinner will help 
parents learn more about their children’s lives 
and better understand the challenges they 
face. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge my colleagues 
to support H. Con. Res. 62 to support the 
goals and ideals of a National Children and 
Families Day. 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 

the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WATSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 62. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF LEO T. 
MCCARTHY AND EXPRESSING 
PROFOUND SORROW ON HIS 
DEATH 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 180) honoring the life 
and achievements of Leo T. McCarthy 
and expressing profound sorrow on his 
death. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 180 

Whereas Leo McCarthy was born in Auck-
land, New Zealand, on August 15, 1930; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy immigrated to the 
United States with his parents at the age of 
three and settled in San Francisco, Cali-
fornia; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy earned his under-
graduate degree from the University of San 
Francisco and his law degree from San Fran-
cisco Law School; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy served the United 
States in an intelligence unit of the Stra-
tegic Air Command of the United States Air 
Force from 1951 to 1952 during the Korean 
War; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy was elected to the 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors in 1963 
and again in 1967; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy was elected to the 
California Assembly in 1968 and served until 
1982; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy led the California 
Assembly with honor and distinction as its 
Speaker from 1974 until 1980; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy instituted reforms 
in the California Assembly to provide more 
accountability and greater public access; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy was a champion of 
coastal protection and secured passage of the 
California Coastal Act; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy worked to secure 
permanent financing for the Bay Area Rapid 
Transit (BART) system; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy was elected Lieu-
tenant Governor of the State of California 
three times, serving from 1982 through 1994; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy established the 
Feminization of Poverty Task Force, com-
prised of women leaders from business execu-
tives to former welfare recipients to develop 
ways to overcome economic barriers that 
confront women; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy helped implement 
the Greater Avenues for Independence 
(GAIN) program to help welfare recipients 
move into the workforce; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy collaborated with 
business leaders and advocates to publish 
‘‘Child Care: The Bottom Line’’ to educate 
businesses about the economic and produc-
tivity benefits of employer-provided child 
care; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy sponsored the 
Nursing Home Patients’ Protection Act, 
which made landmark improvements in the 
treatment of patients in nursing homes; 

Whereas Leo McCarthy drafted and spon-
sored a resolution declaring breast cancer an 
epidemic in California and called for Federal 
action; 
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