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percent according to a study by the Journal of
Transplantation.

In addition to the positive effects for kidney
transplant patients, speeding the donation
process will also help reduce federal spend-
ing. According to the Congressional Budget
Office, this bill will reduce Medicare spending
for dialysis by $500 million over 10 years.

This legislation has a wide base of support
from the medical community, including the
United Network for Organ Sharing, the Amer-
ican Society of Transplantation, the Kidney
Fund, the Transplant Surgeons, and the Asso-
ciation of Organ Procurement Organizations. |
am proud to add my vote of support to this
list.

This bill will give much needed hope to the
more than 95,000 people who are waiting for
a life-saving organ donation. | commend Con-
gressman INSLEE for introducing this important
bill.

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Washington (Mr.
INSLEE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 710, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

———
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has agreed to a concur-
rent resolution of the following title in
which the concurrence of the House is
requested:

S. Con. Res. 15. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the Rotunda of the Capitol to be
used on March 29, 2007, for a ceremony to
award the Congressional Gold Medal to the
Tuskegee Airmen.

———

COMMENDING AND CONGRATU-
LATING VIRGINIA STATE UNI-
VERSITY ON ITS 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and agree
to the resolution (H. Res. 182) com-
mending and congratulating Virginia
State University on the occasion of its
125th anniversary, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 182

Whereas Virginia State University, over-
looking the Appomattox River in the Town
of Ettrick in Chesterfield County, will cele-
brate its 125th anniversary in 2007;

Whereas Virginia State University (VSU)
was founded on March 6, 1882, as the Virginia
Normal and Collegiate Institute, making it
the first fully State-supported 4-year institu-
tion of higher learning for black Americans
and one of Virginia’s two land-grant institu-
tions;
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Whereas since its humble beginnings, Vir-
ginia State University has responded to the
needs of Virginians as a dynamic institution
offering an accessible, affordable, quality
education;

Whereas with an enrollment of nearly
5,000, VSU students live and attend classes
on a beautiful 236-acre main campus with
more than 50 buildings, including 15 dor-
mitories, 16 classroom buildings, and a 416-
acre agricultural research facility;

Whereas the first president of Virginia
State University was John Mercer Langston,
who became the first African American
elected to Congress from Virginia;

Whereas Virginia State University has an
exemplary and dedicated faculty and staff,
who are committed to offering their students
the personal attention that smaller institu-
tions can offer;

Whereas Virginia State University’s aca-
demic programs include the Bridges to Bac-
calaureate program for students transferring
from 2-year colleges who want to major in
the sciences, the Ronald E. McNair Scholars
Program for students planning to pursue
doctoral degrees, and the Honda Campus All-
Star Challenge;

Whereas Virginia State University offers 45
baccalaureate and master’s degree programs
within its 5 schools (the School of Agri-
culture, School of Business, School of Engi-
neering, Science, and Technology, School of
Liberal Arts and Education, and the School
of Graduate Studies, Research, and Out-
reach), and a Certificate of Advanced Study
may also be earned from each school;

Whereas honors scholarships are available
to entering VSU freshmen, including the
Presidential and Provost Scholarships;

Whereas in 2003 Virginia State University
introduced its first doctoral program and 12
enthusiastic students enrolled in the new
Doctor of Education in Administration and
Supervision program;

Whereas in 2005 Virginia State University
began a vital new nursing degree program,
an important initiative that will train
nurses to meet the urgent demand for quali-
fied medical professionals in the hospitals
and clinics of Southside Virginia;

Whereas the School of Graduate Studies,
Research and Outreach allows students,
often working adults with diverse profes-
sional and educational backgrounds, to more
conveniently continue their education on a
full-time or part-time basis; the school also
provides workshops, seminars, and credit
courses on campus and at sites in Richmond,
Emporia, Petersburg, Chesterfield,
Dinwiddie, Henrico, and other Southside Vir-
ginia locations; and

Whereas Virginia State University has a
long and rich history and has grown and
changed considerably since 1882, and it con-
tinues that growth today, enriching indi-
vidual lives, the surrounding community,
and the Commonwealth through excellent
teaching and innovative and engaging pro-
grams of study: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives commends and congratulates Virginia
State University on the occasion of its 125th
anniversary.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. ScoTT) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I request 5 legislative days during
which Members may insert material
relevant to H. Res. 182 into the RECORD.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 182 is a resolu-
tion commending and congratulating
Virginia State University on the occa-
sion of its 1256th anniversary. H. Res.
182 was introduced by my colleague
from Virginia from the Fourth Con-
gressional District of Virginia, Mr.
FORBES.

Virginia State University was found-
ed on March 6, 1882, as the Virginia
Normal and Collegiate Institute, mak-
ing it the first fully State-supported 4-
year institution of higher learning for
African Americans. Today, it is one of
Virginia’s two land-grant institutions.

The first president of Virginia State
University was John Mercer Langston
who upon his election to Congress in
1890 was the first African American
elected to Congress and, until my elec-
tion in 1992, had been the only African
American elected from Virginia.

In 1935, Virginia State University
founded a 2-year satellite school at
Norfolk, Virginia. That school today is
known as Norfolk State University.

Today, Virginia State has an enroll-
ment of nearly 5,000 students who live
and learn on a 236-acre main campus
overlooking the Appomattox River in
Chesterfield County, Virginia. The
school also has a 416-acre agricultural
research facility.

The University’s academic programs
include the ‘‘Bridges to Baccalaureate’
program for students transferring from
2-year colleges who want to major in
science, as well as the Honda Campus
All-Star Challenge and the Ronald E.
McNair Scholars Program for students
planning to pursue doctoral degrees.

Virginia State has helped set the
standard for minority-serving institu-
tions in Virginia and across the Nation
by providing quality higher education
opportunities for 125 years.

My family has a proud Trojan tradi-
tion. My mother attended Virginia
State, my older brother is a graduate
of Virginia State, and I am honored to
have an honorary degree from Virginia
State.

So I congratulate Virginia State Uni-
versity on its 125th anniversary and
wish them another successful 125 years.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I might consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.
Res. 182, a resolution to recognize the
contributions of Virginia State Univer-
sity on the occasion of its 125th anni-
versary.

I want to thank the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. FORBES) and my col-
league on the Education and Labor
Committee, Mr. ScorT, for introducing
this resolution and recognizing the im-
portant role that Virginia State Uni-
versity plays in educating young peo-
ple from all over the world.
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As a historically black college and
university, or HBCU, Virginia State
University is one of a diverse commu-
nity of institutions. Historically black
colleges and universities include 2- and
4-year institutions, public and private
institutions, as well as single-sex and
coed institutions. To be designated a
historically black college or univer-
sity, an institution must have been es-
tablished prior to 1964 with a primary
mission of educating African Ameri-
cans.

Mr. Speaker, HBCUs have a long,
proud and well-established heritage.
These institutions have been educating
the students of this Nation for over 100
years. While comprising fewer than 3
percent of the country’s 2-and 4-year
institutions, HBCUs are responsible for
producing a significant number of all
bachelor’s, master’s and professional
degrees earned by African Americans.

Congress has repeatedly recognized
the importance of the historically
black colleges and universities. Be-
tween 1995 and 2006, congressional fund-
ing for the Strengthening Historically
Black Colleges and Universities Pro-
gram rose from $109 million to $238 mil-
lion, a 118 percent increase. What is
more, funding for the HBCU Grad Pro-
gram increased from $19.6 million to
$567.9 million, an increase of 195 percent.

Virginia State University, located in
Petersburg, VA, was originally founded
on March 6, 1882, as the Virginia Nor-
mal and Collegiate Institute and was
the first fully State-supported 4-year
institution of higher education for Af-
rican Americans and one of Virginia’s
two land-grant institutions. VSU’s
first president, John Mercer Langston,
went on to become the first African
American Member of Congress from
the Commonwealth of Virginia.

This school offers 43 undergraduate
degree programs and 15 graduate de-
gree programs. The campus is com-
posed of more than 50 buildings, which
include a 416-acre agricultural research
facility. Since its founding, VSU has
grown from a small HBCU to an insti-
tution that enrolls just over 5,000 stu-
dents, 96 percent of whom are African
American.

Mr. Speaker, it is for all of these rea-
sons and more that I urge my col-
leagues to honor the 125th anniversary
of Virginia State University and sup-
port H. Res. 182.

Mr. Speaker, I now yield as much
time as he needs to my colleague from
Virginia (Mr. FORBES).

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to begin by thanking Chairman
MILLER and Ranking Member MCKEON
for their work in getting this resolu-
tion to the floor. I also want to thank
my friend and colleague, Congressman
ScoTT, for his hard work and the work
of his staff in getting the bill here and
also Congresswoman FoXX for her ef-
forts and her staff in helping to get H.
Res. 182 on the floor today.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today, as do my
colleagues, to commend Virginia State
University on the celebration of their
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125th anniversary. This resolution hon-
ors Virginia State University’s contin-
ued resolve to provide an excellence in
education since March 6, 1882.

Mr. Speaker, today we just pause and
we say to all of the current students of
Virginia State University, to the alum-
ni, to the faculty and to the adminis-
tration, thank you for a job well done
in the pursuit of excellence that you
have done for these last 125 years.

As you may know and you have heard
mentioned today, Mr. Speaker, Vir-
ginia State University is located in my
district in Chesterfield County, and it
is warmly embraced by the neighboring
city of Petersburg. It was the first uni-
versity to be fully funded by the Com-
monwealth of Virginia as an institu-
tion of higher learning for African
Americans.

Currently, Virginia State University
offers 45 baccalaureate and master’s de-
gree programs and introduced their
first doctoral program in 2003. This
campus includes 236 acres and an addi-
tional 416-acre agriculture research fa-
cility. They host nearly 5,000 students
and continue to grow.

It fills me with pride to stand on the
House floor today to present this reso-
lution. We have had a long-standing re-
lationship with Virginia State Univer-
sity and look forward to continuing
this through the years to come.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution comes
before the House floor cosponsored by
the entire Virginia congressional dele-
gation. Though I cannot speak for my
colleagues, I believe I can say we are
proud of the progress Virginia State
University has provided through its 125
years of service to the students in Vir-
ginia and beyond. This anniversary
represents a significant milestone in
the Commonwealth of Virginia’s his-
tory.

The university is more than worthy
of this distinguished recognition for
the impressive advancements and ac-
complishments in their 125-year his-
tory, and we are honored to acknowl-
edge their achievements today.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
125 years ago, Virginia State Univer-
sity was founded. I want to thank my
colleague from Virginia for his leader-
ship in introducing this resolution, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
ScoTT) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 182, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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AUTHORIZING USE OF ROTUNDA
FOR CEREMONY TO AWARD CON-
GRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR
TO THE TUSKEGEE AIRMEN

Ms. MILLENDER-MCcDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and concur in the Senate concurrent
resolution (S. Con. Res. 15) authorizing
the Rotunda of the Capitol to be used
on March 29, 2007, for a ceremony to
award the Congressional Gold Medal to
the Tuskegee Airmen.

The Clerk read as follows:

S. CoN. RES. 15

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That the Rotunda of
the Capitol is authorized to be used on
March 29, 2007, for a ceremony to award a
Congressional Gold Medal collectively to the
Tuskegee Airmen in accordance with Public
Law 109-213. Physical preparations for the
ceremony shall be carried out in accordance
with such conditions as the Architect of the
Capitol may prescribe.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD)
and the gentleman from California (Mr.
MCCARTHY) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of Sen-
ate Concurrent Resolution 15, which
would authorize the use of the Capitol
rotunda on March 29, 2007, to present a
Congressional Gold Medal to members
of the Tuskegee Airmen.

With the passage of the Civilian Pilot
Training Act of 1939, Tuskegee Univer-
sity, along with various civil rights
groups and the black press, began an
effort to transform Federal Govern-
ment policies and procedures that ex-
cluded African Americans from pilot
training programs.

In this initial phase, Tuskegee Insti-
tute, which had a proven civilian pilot
training program and had a history of
producing graduates with the highest
of flight aptitude exam scores, was
awarded a contract by the U.S. Army
Air Corps to help train America’s first
black military aviators.

Between 1940 and 1946, nearly 1,000
black pilots were trained at Tuskegee
University. This undertaking produced
the unrivaled Tuskegee Airmen, who
are credited with not losing a single
bomber to enemy fire in more than 200
combat missions as air escorts, a
record unmatched by any other fighter
group.

The Tuskegee Airmen destroyed
some 260 enemy aircraft. These brave
men accumulated a total of 850 medals
for their service and valor. Tuskegee
University continues its legacy of lead-
ership in aeronautics.

Today, it is the first and only His-
torically Black College or University
to offer a degree in aerospace science
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