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A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

b 1400 

R. JESS BROWN UNITED STATES 
COURTHOUSE 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 399) to designate the United 
States Courthouse to be constructed in 
Jackson, Mississippi, as the ‘‘R. Jess 
Brown United States Courthouse’’. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 399 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION. 

The United States Courthouse to be con-
structed at the site bounded on the north by 
Court Street, on the west by West Street, on 
the south by South Street, and on the east 
by President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘R. 
Jess Brown United States Courthouse’’. 
SEC. 2. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, 
document, paper, or other record of the 
United States to the courthouse referred to 
in section 1 shall be deemed to be a reference 
to the ‘‘R. Jess Brown United States Court-
house’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ROTHMAN). Pursuant to the rule, the 
gentlewoman from the District of Co-
lumbia (Ms. NORTON) and the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. GRAVES) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material con-
cerning H.R. 399. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I rise to support H.R. 399, a bill to 

designate the courthouse to be con-
structed in Jackson, Mississippi, as the 
R. Jess Brown United States Court-
house. 

R. Jess Brown was born in Coffey-
ville, Kansas on September 2, 1912. He 
was educated in the Muskogee, Okla-
homa, public schools and received a 
bachelor of education degree from the 
Illinois State Normal University in 
1935 and a master of education degree 
from the University of Indiana in 1943. 
He attended Texas Southern Law 
School. 

In 1953, he was admitted to the bar 
for the State of Mississippi and admit-
ted to practice before the United 
States District Court for the Southern 
District of Mississippi. In 1955, he co-
founded the Magnolia Bar Association, 
and he later served on the board of the 
National Bar Association for nearly 15 
years. In 1958, he was admitted to prac-

tice before the United States Supreme 
Court. 

As associate counsel for the NAACP 
Defense and Educational Fund, Mr. 
Brown filed the first civil rights suit in 
Mississippi in the 1950s in Jefferson 
Davis County, seeking the enforcement 
of the right of black citizens to become 
registered voters. In 1961, Mr. Brown 
represented James H. Meredith in a 
suit to enter the University of Mis-
sissippi. This victory in this case 
opened the doors to that university to 
all Mississippi citizens. While an asso-
ciate with the NAACP Legal Defense 
Fund, he played a major role in fight-
ing discrimination in transportation 
and other public accommodations, 
working together with Thurgood Mar-
shall, who would later become Asso-
ciate Justice of the United States Su-
preme Court. 

Mr. Brown also served as counsel to 
the American Civil Liberties Union, 
where he was successful in obtaining 
reversals of convictions of black de-
fendants because of discrimination in 
jury selection. He also represented nu-
merous black defendants in cases 
where the State sought the death pen-
alty. As a result of these appeals, none 
of these defendants were ever executed. 

R. Jess Brown died in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, on January 2, 1990. He is re-
membered as a brave American, bril-
liant attorney, civil rights leader, and 
devoted family man. It is both fitting 
and appropriate that the United States 
courthouse, soon to be constructed in 
Jackson, Mississippi, would be des-
ignated the R. Jess Brown United 
States Courthouse. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 399 designates the 
United States courthouse, which is to 
be constructed in Jackson, Mississippi, 
as the R. Jess Brown United States 
Courthouse. This bill honors R. Jess 
Brown’s work as an attorney and civil 
rights leader. 

As was so eloquently pointed out, 
and I think Chairman NORTON went 
through it very well, Mr. Brown was 
the associate counsel for the Legal De-
fense and Education Fund for the Na-
tional Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, where his work 
was well documented. 

He worked alongside Thurgood Mar-
shall, who would later become Asso-
ciate Justice to the United States Su-
preme Court. And as Mr. Brown was 
working for the NAACP in that capac-
ity, he filed the very first civil rights 
suit in Mississippi in the 1950s. 

Mr. Brown died in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, on January 2, 1990. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to introduce the author of the 
bill, who represents the district in 
Jackson, Mississippi, where this court-
house will be located. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 399, 

the bill naming the soon-to-be-con-
structed courthouse in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, after attorney R. Jess Brown. 

For most of those individuals here, I 
represent Jackson, Mississippi. I knew 
R. Jess Brown. Most of the African 
American attorneys in the State of 
Mississippi would not be there had it 
not been for R. Jess Brown’s tenacity 
and perseverance to encourage other 
people to participate. 

Both speakers have talked about his 
ability as a lawyer; but the one thing 
that I would like to share is, while he 
did not graduate from law school, when 
he was practicing, you could practice 
law if you could pass the bar. He 
taught himself law and ultimately be-
came one of the great lawyers in our 
State. He represented James Meredith. 
He represented Medgar Evers. He rep-
resented teachers who were trying to 
get equity in pay. He represented other 
students trying to go to the University 
of Southern Mississippi, a number of 
schools. 

But the good thing about R. Jess 
Brown, Mr. Speaker, he also was a 
teacher. He always had time for young 
people. He taught at Alcorn State Uni-
versity as well as Lanier High School 
at a time where practicing law was not 
as beneficial as it is perhaps now. 

I am happy to join the support of 
H.R. 399, this bill nominating the soon- 
to-be-constructed courthouse after R. 
Jess Brown. 

The Brown family in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, is well known. The widow of 
attorney Brown will be quite pleased 
with this. Oftentimes we don’t give 
flowers to people while they are living, 
but perhaps this legacy in naming this 
Federal courthouse after attorney R. 
Jess Brown is fitting and proper. 

So R. Jess Brown, Mr. Speaker, will 
be remembered more than as a bril-
liant attorney and civil rights leader. 
He will be remembered as a great 
American. As such, it is very appro-
priate that the United States court-
house soon be built in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, is designated the R. Jess 
Brown United States Courthouse. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 399, a bill to designate 
the United States Courthouse to be con-
structed in Jackson, Mississippi, as the ‘‘R. 
Jess Brown United States Courthouse’’. 

R. Jess Brown was born in Coffeeville, Kan-
sas, on September 2, 1912. He was educated 
in the Muskogee Oklahoma public schools and 
received a Bachelor of Education Degree from 
Illinois State Normal University in 1935, and a 
Master of Education Degree from the Univer-
sity of Indiana in 1943. He attended Texas 
Southern Law School. 

In 1948, he was a co-plaintiff in a suit for 
equal salaries for Jackson, Mississippi school 
teachers. 

In 1953, he was admitted to the bar for the 
State of Mississippi and admitted to practice 
before the United States District Court for the 
Southern District of Mississippi. In 1955, he 
co-founded the Magnolia Bar Association, and 
he later served on the Board of the National 
Bar Association for nearly 15 years. In 1958, 
he was admitted to practice before the United 
States Supreme Court. 
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As associate counsel for the NAACP Legal 

Defense and Educational Fund, Brown filed 
the first civil rights suit in Mississippi in the 
1950s in Jefferson Davis County, seeking the 
enforcement of the right of black citizens to 
become registered voters. In 1961, Brown rep-
resented James H. Meredith in his suit to 
enter the University of Mississippi; his victory 
in this case opened the doors of that univer-
sity to all of Mississippi’s citizens. While an as-
sociate with the NAACP Legal Defense Fund, 
he played a major role in fighting discrimina-
tion in the areas of transportation and other 
public accommodations working along side 
Thurgood Marshall, who would later become 
Associate Justice of the United States Su-
preme Court. 

Brown also served as counsel for the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union, where he was suc-
cessful in obtaining reversals of convictions of 
black defendants because of discrimination in 
jury selection. He also represented numerous 
black defendants in cases where the State 
sought the death penalty. As a result of these 
appeals, none of these defendants were ever 
executed. 

R. Jess Brown died in Jackson, Mississippi, 
on January 2, 1990. 

R. Jess Brown will be remembered as more 
than a brilliant attorney and civil rights leader; 
he will also be remembered as a great Amer-
ican. As such, it is very appropriate that the 
U.S. Courthouse in Jackson, Mississippi, be 
designated the ‘‘R. Jess Brown United States 
Courthouse’’. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 399. 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I would 
urge my colleagues to support this bill, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I think 
this bill deserves the unanimous vote 
of Members on both sides of the aisle. 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from the District of 
Columbia (Ms. NORTON) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 399. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SANTIAGO E. CAMPOS UNITED 
STATES COURTHOUSE 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 544) to designate the United 
States courthouse at South Federal 
Place in Santa Fe, New Mexico, as the 
‘‘Santiago E. Campos United States 
Courthouse’’. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 544 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION. 

The United States courthouse at South 
Federal Place in Santa Fe, New Mexico, 
shall be known and designated as the 
‘‘Santiago E. Campos United States Court-
house’’. 

SEC. 2. REFERENCES. 
Any reference in a law, map, regulation, 

document, paper, or other record of the 
United States to the United States court-
house referred to in section 1 shall be deemed 
to be a reference to the ‘‘Santiago E. Campos 
United States Courthouse’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON) 
and the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
GRAVES) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material con-
cerning H.R. 544. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, in the 107th, 108th and 

109th Congresses, Congressman Tom 
Udall introduced legislation to des-
ignate the Federal courthouse in Santa 
Fe, New Mexico, as the Santiago E. 
Campos United States Courthouse. No 
action was taken during the past Con-
gress. Therefore, it is with great pleas-
ure that the 110th Congress finally 
moves forward with this bill to honor 
an outstanding American. 

Judge Campos was a life-long resi-
dent of the United States and grad-
uated first in his class from the Univer-
sity of New Mexico. He served the peo-
ple of New Mexico and his country with 
honor and great distinction. He was a 
World War II veteran, serving the 
United States Navy as a seamen first 
class from 1944 to 1946. After leaving 
the Navy, Judge Campos attended the 
Central College in Fayette, Missouri, 
and received his law degree from the 
University of New Mexico in 1953, grad-
uating first in his class again. From 
1954 to 1957, he worked as an assistant 
attorney general and subsequently as 
first assistant attorney general for the 
State of New Mexico. After 14 years in 
private practice, Judge Campos was 
elected district judge for the First Ju-
dicial District of New Mexico in 1971 
and served in that capacity until 1978. 

President Jimmy Carter appointed 
him to the Federal bench in 1978. Judge 
Campos was the first Hispanic ap-
pointed to the Federal bench in New 
Mexico. He served as chief judge from 
1987 until 1989. Known for his compas-
sion, quick wit and inquisitive mind, 
Judge Campos was a role model for stu-
dents, fellow jurists and professional 
colleagues. He was well liked among 
peers and judicial staff as well. 

I strongly support Congressman 
UDALL and his efforts on behalf of this 
bill, and I urge my colleagues to join in 
support of H.R. 544. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I would 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 544, introduced by 
Representative UDALL of New Mexico, 
designates the United States court-
house at South Federal Place in Santa 
Fe, New Mexico, as the Santiago E. 
Campos United States Courthouse. The 
bill honors Judge Campos, who was the 
first Hispanic to be appointed to the 
U.S. District Court of New Mexico. 

Judge Campos served in the United 
States Navy during World War II and 
graduated first in his law class at the 
University of New Mexico. His career 
in public service included serving as 
the assistant and first assistant attor-
ney general in New Mexico, and serving 
as a district court judge in New Mexi-
co’s First Judicial District, and cul-
minated in his appointment to the Fed-
eral bench. 

Judge Campos was appointed by 
President Carter in 1978 to the District 
Court of New Mexico. He served as 
chief judge from 1987 to 1989 and be-
came a senior judge on December 26, 
1992. He served with distinction on the 
bench, and on January 20, 2001, Judge 
Campos passed away. 

I support this legislation, and I en-
courage my colleagues to do the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. NORTON. I thank the gentleman. 
And I concur and strongly support this 
legislation as well. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 544, a bill to designate 
the United States Courthouse at South Fed-
eral Place, Santa Fe, New Mexico, as the 
‘‘Santiago E. Campos United States Court-
house’’. 

I commend the Gentleman from New Mex-
ico (Mr. UDALL) for his steadfast support of this 
bill to honor an outstanding jurist. 

Mr. UDALL introduced identical legislation in 
three previous Congresses—H.R. 5083 in the 
107th Congress, H.R. 2274 in the 108th Con-
gress, and H.R. 984 in the 109th Congress. 
Regrettably, the House never considered 
those bills. I am pleased that we are moving 
forward on this legislation today. 

Santiago E. Campos was born on Decem-
ber 25, 1926, in Santa Rosa, New Mexico. He 
served in the United States Navy as a Sea-
man 1st Class from 1944 to 1946. After leav-
ing the Navy, Judge Campos attended Central 
College in Fayette, Missouri, and received his 
law degree from the University of New Mexico 
in 1953, graduating first in his class. 

From 1954 until 1957, he worked as an As-
sistant Attorney General and subsequently as 
First Assistant Attorney General for the State 
of New Mexico. After 14 years in private prac-
tice, Judge Campos was elected District 
Judge for the 1st Judicial District of New Mex-
ico in 1971, and served in that capacity until 
1978. In 1978, Judge Campos was appointed 
to the Federal Bench by President Jimmy 
Carter and began serving on July 20, 1978. 

Judge Campos was the first Hispanic Amer-
ican to serve as a Federal Judge in the Dis-
trict Court of New Mexico, as well as the first 
Hispanic American to serve as its Chief 
Judge. He held the title of Chief U.S. District 
Judge from February 5, 1987, to December 
31, 1989, and took senior status on December 
26, 1992. Judge Campos died on January 20, 
2002, after suffering a long bout with cancer. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 03:49 Mar 07, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00025 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A06MR7.040 H06MRPT1cc
ol

em
an

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

60
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-16T03:28:06-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




