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(C) the development of which is likely to
adversely affect the scenic, wildlife, or rec-
reational value of the study area.

(c) CONSULTATIONS.—In implementing this
Act, the Secretary shall consult with the fol-
lowing:

(1) The Colorado Department of Natural
Resources.

(2) Colorado State Forest Service.

(3) Colorado State Conservation Board.

(4) Great Outdoors Colorado.

(5) The Boards of County Commissioners of
Boulder, Jefferson, and Gilpin Counties, Col-
orado.

() RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this Act shall be construed as authorizing
the Secretary of Agriculture to take any ac-
tion that would affect the use of any lands
not owned by the United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GRIJALVA) and the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Today I rise, Mr. Speaker, in strong
support of H.R. 903, introduced by my
colleague on the Natural Resources
Committee, the gentleman from Colo-
rado, Representative MARK UDALL.

This legislation would require the
Forest Service to review lands in or ad-
jacent to the Arapaho and Roosevelt
National Forests and report to Con-
gress on the present ownership of the
lands, and which undeveloped lands
may be at risk of development, as well
as apprising Congress of appropriate
actions that could be taken to preserve
the open and undeveloped character of
these lands.

Rapid population growth in the
northern Front Range area of Colorado
is spreading west from Denver, pushing
homes and shopping centers up the val-
leys and along the highways. This de-
velopment then spreads out along the
ridges and mountaintops that make up
this backdrop. New homes and busi-
nesses in the wildland urban interface
also create new liabilities for first re-
sponders and a more complicated man-
agement framework for forest man-
agers.

The result of these changes is the po-
tential loss of many of the very quali-
ties that attract new residents and
contribute to the quality of life of the
region. H.R. 903 is designed to help pro-
vide a better understanding of what
steps might be done to lessen the risk.

Mr. Speaker, I want to commend and
congratulate my colleague, Mr. UDALL,
for his commitment and leadership on
this matter. A hearing was held on a
nearly identical measure last Congress,
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and the bill was approved by the Nat-
ural Resources Committee and passed
the House by voice vote last Sep-
tember.

Mr. Speaker, we strongly support
H.R. 903 and urge its adoption by the
House today.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I rise in support of H.R. 903.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 903 would require
the Forest Service to review non-Fed-
eral lands in or adjacent to the Arap-
aho-Roosevelt National Forest and rec-
ommend strategies to maintain open
space. Republicans do not object to
this legislation, but considering the
current budget constraints on the For-
est Service, we believe funds would be
better used to tackle the enormous
risk of catastrophic wildfire in Colo-
rado. Currently, 42 percent of Colo-
rado’s forests are suffering from bark
beetle infestation, which continues to
spread and will likely kill thousands of
acres of trees. These dead and dying
trees pose extremely high wildfire
risks to Colorado’s forests. Surely
funds would be better spent on remov-
ing dead and dying trees that pose a
tremendous threat to homes and com-
munities, watersheds and wildlife habi-
tat.

Moreover, we believe that local and
State governments should address open
space and smart growth options rather
than Federal Government agencies
based here in Washington, D.C. While
we commend Mr. UDALL’s good inten-
tions, we believe recommendations and
solutions to these problems should
come from the counties and the States,
not from the Federal Government.

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, |
rise in strong support of H.R. 903, the Colo-
rado Northern Front Range Mountain Back-
drop Protection Study bill.

It is identical to a measure that passed the
House last year but on which the Senate did
not complete action. | appreciate the actions
of Chairman RAHALL, Ranking Member DON
YOUNG, and the staff of the Natural Resources
Committee for making it possible for the
House to consider it today.

The bill is intended to help local commu-
nities identify ways to protect the Front Range
Mountain Backdrop in the northern sections of
the Denver-metro area, especially the region
just west of what will soon be the Rocky Flats
National Wildlife Refuge.

The Arapaho-Roosevelt National Forest in-
cludes much of the land in this backdrop area,
but there are other lands as well.

Rising dramatically from the Great Plains,
the Front Range of the Rocky Mountains pro-
vides a scenic mountain backdrop to many
communities in the Denver metropolitan area
and elsewhere in Colorado.

The portion of the range addressed in this
bill also includes a diverse array of wildlife
habitats and provides many opportunities for
outdoor recreation.

Its open-space character is an important es-
thetic and economic asset for adjoining com-
munities, making them attractive locations for
homes and businesses.
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But rapid population growth in the northern
Front Range area of Colorado is increasing
recreational use of the Arapaho-Roosevelt Na-
tional Forest and is also placing increased
pressure for development of other lands.

We can see this throughout Colorado and
especially along the Front Range.

Homes and shopping centers are spreading
up the valleys and along the highways. This
development then spreads out along the
ridges and mountain tops that make up the
backdrop.

The result is potential loss of many of the
very qualities that attract new residents.

This bill is designed to help provide a better
understanding of what steps might be done to
lessen that risk.

Already, local governments and other enti-
ties have provided important protection for
portions of this mountain backdrop.

The bill acknowledges their good work and
aims to assist further efforts along the same
lines.

The bill does not interfere with the authority
of local authorities regarding land use plan-
ning.

And it does not infringe on private property
rights.

Instead, it will bring the land protection ex-
perience of the Forest Service to the table to
assist local efforts to protect areas that com-
prise the backdrop.

Under the bill, the Forest Service will work
in collaboration with local communities, the
state, nonprofit groups, and other parties.

| think this is in the national interest.

The backdrop both beckoned settlers west-
ward and was a daunting challenge to their
progress. Their first exposure to the harshness
and humbling majesty of the Rocky Mountain
West helped define a region, and the pio-
neers’ independent spirit and respect for na-
ture still lives with us to this day.

We need to work to maintain the mountain
backdrop as a cultural and natural heritage for
ourselves and generations to come.

This bill is intended to assist in that effort,
and | urge its approval.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
GRIJALVA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 903.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

EXTENDING AUTHORIZATION FOR
THE AMERICAN VETERANS DIS-
ABLED FOR LIFE MEMORIAL

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 995) to amend Public Law 106-348
to extend the authorization for estab-
lishing a memorial in the District of
Columbia or its environs to honor vet-
erans who became disabled while serv-
ing in the Armed Forces of the United
States.
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The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 995
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY FOR ES-
TABLISHING DISABLED VETERANS
MEMORIAL.

Public Law 106-348 is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) by striking ‘“The establishment’” and
inserting ‘‘Except as provided in subsection
(e), the establishment’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘the Commemorative
Works Act (40 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.)” and in-
serting ‘‘chapter 89 of title 40, United States
Code’’;

(2) in subsection (d)—

(A) by striking ‘‘section 8(b) of the Com-
memorative Works Act (40 U.S.C. 1008(b))”’
and inserting ‘‘section 8906 of title 40, United
States Code”’;

(B) by striking ‘‘or upon expiration of the
authority for the memorial under section
10(b) of such Act (40 U.S.C. 1010(b)),”’; and

(C) by striking ‘‘section 8(b)(1) of such Act
(40 U.S.C. 1008(b)(1)” and inserting ‘8906(b)(2)
or (3) of such title”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘‘(e) TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.—Notwith-
standing section 8903(e) of title 40, United
States Code, the authority to establish a me-
morial under this section shall expire on Oc-
tober 24, 2015.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GRIJALVA) and the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

The 106th Congress authorized the
Disabled Veterans Life Memorial Foun-
dation to establish a memorial in
Washington, D.C., to honor disabled
veterans. The law specified that the
memorial is to be established pursuant
to the Commemorative Works Act. A
memorial site located near the Ray-
burn House Office Building was identi-
fied, but the project is yet to advance
due to security and traffic concerns
raised by the Architect of the Capitol
and the U.S. Capitol Police.

The foundation is in the process of
negotiating a solution to that problem.
However, the Commemorative Works
Act specifies that the legislative au-
thority for any memorial expires 7
years after the date of enactment, Oc-
tober of this year for this proposal.
H.R. 995, sponsored by our colleague
from Illinois, Representative PHIL
HARE, amends the original authoriza-
tion to extend authority to establish
the memorial to October 24, 2015.
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This extension will allow additional
time to ensure an appropriate com-
memoration to our Nation’s disabled
veterans to whom we owe a tremendous
obligation.

While Representative HARE is a new
Member of this House, he is well ac-
quainted with the sacrifices made by
our Nation’s veterans, both from his
service in the Army Reserves and his
more than 20 years as district director
for our former colleague and advocate
for veterans, Mr. Lane Evans. We con-
gratulate Representative HARE for his
work on behalf of this important legis-
lation.

Mr. Speaker, I might add that, given
the ongoing and recent scandal regard-
ing the care and support of our current
disabled veterans, this legislation, H.R.
995, is timely and appropriate to honor
and remind us of the sacrifice of all
veterans and those that are disabled as
a consequence of their service to this
country. This is an obligation that is
owed to them. This memorial would be
a fitting reminder that we have an on-
going obligation and responsibility to
their care and comfort.

Mr. Speaker, we strongly support
H.R. 995 and urge its adoption by the
House today.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise in support of H.R. 995 and yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 995 has been ade-
quately explained by the majority and
we support the extension to establish a
memorial honoring our disabled vet-
erans.

I note that the original law author-
izing this memorial was authorized by
our own war hero, Congressman SAM
JOHNSON of Texas. Last year, Congress-
man Sue Kelly of New York introduced
this extension bill, and I am happy to
see that Congressman HARE is carrying
on her legacy. I urge the adoption of
the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HARE),
the sponsor of this legislation.

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to thank my colleague for the very
kind words.

Mr. Speaker, today I rise in support
of H.R. 995, a bill to extend the author-
ization for the American Veterans Dis-
abled for Life Memorial. I introduced
H.R. 995 along with my colleague Con-
gressman MARK KIRK to provide the
time necessary to raise the private
funds and navigate the approval proc-
ess in order to bring this memorial to
life in Washington, D.C. Without this
bill, the charter for the memorial will
expire in October of this year.

I would like to thank Chairman RA-
HALL for quickly moving this legisla-
tion through the Resources Committee;
and Lois Pope, the Chair of the Dis-
abled Veterans LIFE Memorial Foun-
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dation, who has worked tirelessly to
establish this memorial since 1996. I
also appreciate the efforts of Congress-
man KIRK and Congressman DENNIS
MOORE to ensure the memorial is fund-
ed and dedicated by 2010, and all the
other Members who have made this leg-
islation a priority in the 110th Con-
gress.

There are more than 3 million dis-
abled veterans living today and mil-
lions of veterans from past and future
conflicts who will be honored by this
long overdue memorial.

It is my hope as a member of the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs that
this memorial will only be the begin-
ning of our recognition of the incred-
ible sacrifices of our veterans. This me-
morial cannot repay the sacrifice of
our disabled veterans, but it will serve
as a reminder of the debt that we owe
to each and every one of them.

Transcending conflicts, service
branches and generations, the Amer-
ican Veterans Disabled for Life Memo-
rial will express America’s lasting
gratitude to the men and women whose
lives were forever changed in service to
our country.

Due to its proximity to the Capitol,
the memorial will remain in the sight
of America’s lawmakers, serving as a
constant reminder of the human cost of
conflict and the sacrifices of our dis-
abled veterans. The memorial will be a
setting for school groups to learn about
disabled veterans, the cost of freedom
and the challenges faced by those with
disabilities. Most importantly, it will
be a place for disabled veterans to
come and know they are recognized by
a grateful Nation.

I am proud to be a freshman legis-
lator in the 110th Congress because we
are changing this country’s priorities.
In our recently passed continuing reso-
lution, we increased veterans health
care by over $3.6 billion, and we are
taking swift action to hold those who
are responsible for the inexcusable con-
ditions at Walter Reed accountable.

Congress has a responsibility to plan
for the long-term well-being and health
of our troops, and I am committed to
taking care of our veterans when they
are in conflict and when they return
home. This bill is a critical first step in
honoring the sacrifices our military
men and women have made and con-
tinue to make for our country.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
pass H.R. 995 and join me and the other
28 cosponsors to ensure this memorial
is built and dedicated as soon as pos-
sible.

Mr. KIRK. Madame Speaker, on February
12, | joined my colleague from lllinois, Mr.
HARE, in introducing H.R. 995 to extend the
authorization of the American Veterans Dis-
abled for Life Memorial through 2015. This
legislation will give the American Veterans
Disabled for Life Foundation more time to
raise the money needed to build this memorial
just south of the Rayburn Building. | believe
the time has come to recognize the sacrifices
made by America’s more than three million
disabled veterans by building a memorial for
them in here in Washington, D.C.
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Last December President Bush signed into
law a bill to transferring control of the land for
the memorial from the District of Columbia to
the National Park Service. Now the American
Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial Founda-
tion needs to raise approximately $65 million
to cover the cost of construction. By passing
H.R. 995 today, we will give the foundation
time to raise this money.

Earlier this year | joined my colleague from
Kansas, Mr. MOORE, in introducing legislation
to authorize the minting of commemorative
coins to help raise money for this cause. As
we extend the authorization for the memorial
today, | want to encourage my colleagues to
join us in cosponsoring H.R. 634 to issue
these coins. No federal funds will be used to
build the disabled veterans memorial, but it is
appropriate for Congress to do all it can to
support and encourage its construction.

With more than three million disabled vet-
erans in the United States today, it is fitting
that a memorial to their sacrifice be erected in
Washington, D.C. It is my hope that passing
Mr. HARE’s legislation will bring us closer to
making the American Veterans Disabled for
Life Memorial a reality.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
GRIJALVA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 995.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

———

LOWELL NATIONAL HISTORICAL
PARK BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT
ACT

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 299) to adjust the boundary of
Lowell National Historical Park, and
for other purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 299

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Lowell Na-
tional Historical Park Boundary Adjustment
Act”.

SEC. 2. AMENDMENTS.

The Act entitled ‘“An Act to provide for
the establishment of the Lowell National
Historical Park in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, and for other purposes’ ap-
proved June 5, 1978 (Public Law 95-290; 92
Stat. 290; 16 U.S.C. 410cc et seq.) is amended
as follows:

(1) In section 101(a), by adding a new para-
graph after paragraph (2) as follows:

‘“(3) The boundaries of the park are modi-
fied to include five parcels of land identified
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on the map entitled ‘Boundary Adjustment,
Lowell National Historical Park,” numbered
475/81,424B and dated September 2004, and as
delineated in section 202(a)(2)(G).”".

(2) In section 202(a)(2), by adding at the end
the following new subparagraph:

‘(G) The properties shown on the map
identified in subsection (101)(a)(3) as follows:

‘(i) 91 Pevey Street.

‘(ii) The portion of 607 Middlesex Place.

‘“(iii) Eagle Court.

‘(iv) The portion of 50 Payne Street.

‘“(v) 726 Broadway.”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GRIJALVA) and the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 299, introduced by
my colleague from Massachusetts (Mr.
MEEHAN), provides for a minor bound-
ary adjustment to the Lowell National
Historic Park. Lowell National His-
toric Park was established in 1978 to
commemorate the City of Lowell’s
prominent role in the American Indus-
trial Revolution.

H.R. 299 would authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to acquire five
small tracts of land totaling less than
1 acre. These tracts are necessary to
complete development of the canalway,
a linear park and walkway along
Lowell’s 5.6-mile historic power canal
system.

These parcels provide the access
points needed for the development,
maintenance, and surveillance nec-
essary to complete the historic
canalway. While the total boundary ad-
justment is less than 1 acre, it would
allow public access to at least 2 miles
of this historic canalway.

I want to commend my colleague
from Massachusetts (Mr. MEEHAN) for
his efforts on behalf of Lowell National
Historic Park. He has worked dili-
gently to advance many partnership ef-
forts such as this one, which would
bring together Federal, State, and
local resources to preserve and inter-
pret the park.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 299 is supported by
the administration, the City of Lowell,
and the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts. Identical legislation was ap-
proved by the House last Congress, and
we urge our colleagues to support this
measure today.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in support of H.R. 299, and I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
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Mr. Speaker, the majority has ade-
quately explained this bill, which
passed the House in the 109th Congress
and is supported by the administration.
I urge adoption of this bill.

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | want to thank
the Gentleman from West Virginia (Mr. RA-
HALL) and the Gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
GRIJALVA) for bringing this important bill to the
floor.

This bill passed the House unanimously last
December, and the other body was unable to
take it up before the 109th Congress ended.
| am hopeful that, given more time, this bill will
work its way through the Senate and be
signed into law by the President.

Mister speaker, my bill is simple but its im-
pact cannot be overstated. This bill will author-
ize the Secretary of the Interior to acquire five
small tracts of land totaling less than an acre
and add them to the boundaries of the Lowell
National Historical Park.

Adding these small tracts of land will allow
the park to add more and safer access points,
and allow the visiting public full access to the
entire canal system.

The park was created in 1978, a product of
the late Paul Tsongas and his vision for Low-
ell, Massachusetts. Paul knew that Lowell, as
the cradle of America’s Industrial Revolution,
was worthy of preservation.

The park attracts three-quarters of a million
visitors each year, and the ripple effect is sig-
nificant.

Since the park has come into existence,
Lowell has been named a Distinctive Destina-
tion City by the National Trust for Historic
Preservation and an All American City by the
National Civic League.

This bill will keep the progress at the Park
rolling, by allowing the last two miles of
Lowell's historic canal way to be accessed by
the public.

| would like to thank Park Superintendent
Michael Creasey, Assistant Superintendent
Peter Aucella, and all the others that have
worked on this project.

Their tireless efforts, and the effort of their
staff, keep Lowell National Historical Park as
one of the crown jewels of the national park
system, and make the Mill City proud.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no additional speakers, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
GRIJALVA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 299.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

DESIGNATING THE JIM WEAVER
LOOP TRAIL AT WALDO LAKE IN
WILLAMETTE NATIONAL FOREST

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 247) to designate a Forest Service
trail at Waldo Lake in the Willamette
National Forest in the State of Oregon
as a national recreation trail in honor
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