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DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Emanuel 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Fattah 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Frank (MA) 
Giffords 
Gillibrand 
Gonzalez 
Gordon 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutierrez 
Hall (NY) 
Hare 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Herseth 
Higgins 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hodes 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones (OH) 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
Klein (FL) 
Kucinich 
Langevin 

Lantos 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lynch 
Markey 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCollum (MN) 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McIntyre 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meehan 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Michaud 
Millender- 

McDonald 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Pomeroy 
Price (NC) 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Reyes 
Rodriguez 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Ross 
Rothman 

Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Salazar 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Saxton 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Space 
Spratt 
Stark 
Stupak 
Sutton 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Towns 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walz (MN) 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Wexler 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (OH) 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Wynn 
Yarmuth 

ANSWERED ‘‘PRESENT’’—1 

Paul 

NOT VOTING—6 

Cubin 
Davis, Jo Ann 

Inslee 
Jefferson 

Maloney (NY) 
Poe 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 

the vote). Members are advised that 
there are 2 minutes remaining in this 
vote. 

b 1548 
Messrs. KIRK, MITCHELL, and 

LAMPSON, and Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas 
changed their vote from ‘‘no’’ to ‘‘aye.’’ 

So the motion to recommit was re-
jected. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the passage of the bill. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the noes appeared to have it. 

RECORDED VOTE 
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 

Madam Speaker, I demand a recorded 
vote. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. This 

will be a 5-minute vote. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 241, noes 185, 
not voting 8, as follows: 

[Roll No. 118] 

AYES—241 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Braley (IA) 
Brown, Corrine 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson 
Castor 
Chandler 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis, Lincoln 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Doyle 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Fattah 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Fossella 
Frank (MA) 
Giffords 
Gillibrand 
Gonzalez 
Gordon 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutierrez 

Hall (NY) 
Hare 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Herseth 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hodes 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones (OH) 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
King (NY) 
Klein (FL) 
Kucinich 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Lantos 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
LaTourette 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lynch 
Mahoney (FL) 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meehan 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Michaud 
Millender- 

McDonald 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mitchell 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murphy, Tim 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 

Neal (MA) 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Pomeroy 
Price (NC) 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Reyes 
Rodriguez 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Salazar 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Saxton 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shays 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shuler 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Space 
Spratt 
Stark 
Stupak 
Sutton 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Towns 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walsh (NY) 
Walz (MN) 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Wexler 
Wilson (OH) 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Wynn 
Yarmuth 
Young (AK) 

NOES—185 

Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baker 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 

Barton (TX) 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 

Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Brown (SC) 

Brown-Waite, 
Ginny 

Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Carter 
Castle 
Chabot 
Coble 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Crenshaw 
Culberson 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Doolittle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Ehlers 
Emerson 
English (PA) 
Everett 
Fallin 
Feeney 
Flake 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Gilchrest 
Gillmor 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Graves 
Hall (TX) 

Hastert 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Issa 
Jindal 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (NC) 
Jordan 
Keller 
King (IA) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Lamborn 
Latham 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Mack 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul (TX) 
McCrery 
McHenry 
McKeon 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, Gary 
Moran (KS) 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Neugebauer 
Nunes 
Paul 
Pearce 
Pence 
Peterson (PA) 

Petri 
Pitts 
Platts 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Ramstad 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reynolds 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Royce 
Ryan (WI) 
Sali 
Schmidt 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shadegg 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (TX) 
Souder 
Stearns 
Sullivan 
Tancredo 
Taylor 
Terry 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Turner 
Upton 
Walberg 
Walden (OR) 
Wamp 
Weldon (FL) 
Weller 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Young (FL) 

NOT VOTING—8 

Cubin 
Davis, Jo Ann 
Hastings (WA) 

Inslee 
Jefferson 
Maloney (NY) 

Pickering 
Poe 

b 1556 
So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
Stated against: 
Mr. PICKERING. Madam Speaker, on roll-

call No. 118 I was unavoidably detained. Had 
I been present, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

f 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

(Mr. BLUNT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
my good friend, the majority leader, 
for information about next week’s 
schedule. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my friend, Mr. BLUNT, the minority 
whip, for yielding. 

On Monday the House will meet, Mr. 
Speaker, at 12:30 p.m. for morning hour 
business and 2 p.m. for legislative busi-
ness. We will consider several bills 
under suspension of the rules. There 
will be no votes before 6:30 p.m. 

On Tuesday the House will meet at 
10:30 a.m. for morning hour business 
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and noon for legislative business. We 
will consider additional bills under sus-
pension of the rules. A complete list of 
those bills, Mr. Whip, will be available 
later this week. 

On Wednesday and Thursday, the 
House will meet at 10 a.m., and on Fri-
day the House will meet at 9 a.m. 

On Wednesday King Abdullah of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan will ad-
dress a joint meeting of the House and 
Senate. 

We will consider under a rule several 
important pieces of legislation from 
the Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee that will help clean our en-
vironment and create jobs: H.R. 700, 
the Healthy Communities Water Sup-
ply Act; H.R. 720, the Water Quality Fi-
nancing Act; and H.R. 569, the Water 
Quality Investment Act. We also will 
take up the committee funding resolu-
tion. 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for that information. 

Does the gentleman know, would we 
expect to see the supplemental in the 
Appropriations Committee next week 
and on the floor at some time after 
that? 

Mr. HOYER. I think that is our ex-
pectation. 

Mr. BLUNT. And do we know when 
the draft of that might be available? 

Mr. HOYER. I don’t know. It is being 
worked on, and I don’t know when that 
will be available. 

Mr. BLUNT. With the 3-day rule, I 
suppose it could be available as early 
as tomorrow for a Monday/Tuesday ef-
fort before the committee. 

Mr. HOYER. I don’t want to make a 
representation because I don’t know 
the answer to that and don’t want to 
misrepresent it. 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, on the bills 
the gentleman mentioned, I know this 
week we had a second open rule of the 
Congress. It was an open rule for the 
second time on a bill that in the last 
Congress passed unanimously. 

I wonder if the gentleman has a sense 
of the rules on these upcoming bills 
and what they might look like. 

Mr. HOYER. I really don’t. But I 
want to make two observations. First 
of all, we are 100 percent of the number 
of open rules that we had in the last 
Congress where we had one. We have 
now had two. 

With respect to open rules, I know 
that, in talking to Mr. FRANK, he in-
tends to bring some bills to the floor 
under an open rule. And we have been 
urging Members to have, if not open 
rules, structured rules. As you know, 
we have had some structured rules con-
templated as well, offering amend-
ments, allowing, obviously, amend-
ments from your side as well as from 
our side. 

b 1600 

And we want to make sure that we 
have the opportunity to consider views 
from both sides of the aisle. So we hope 
to do that. I cannot represent to you 
how many open rules there are going to 
be. 

And I understand what the gen-
tleman is saying about the fact that 
these bills were supported by large 
numbers, and in the latter case by all 
Members, but that doesn’t mean that 
they were necessarily perfect. And 
amendments were offered, as the gen-
tleman knows, and we took 7 hours, I 
believe, on the one that was of very lit-
tle controversy 21⁄2 or 3 weeks ago. 

Mr. BLUNT. I thank the gentleman 
for that observation. I would just say 
that we actually might have had more 
open rules in the last Congress if it oc-
curred to us that we could use the sus-
pension calendar as one of our opportu-
nities to do that. 

Under the rules of the Congress in 
the Congressional Budget Act, the 
Budget Act calls for us to have adopted 
a budget by April 15. Do you have any 
sense of when the budget will be sub-
mitted by the Budget chairman, and 
whether or not we are working toward 
that statutory deadline and can pos-
sibly make that deadline. 

Mr. HOYER. Unfortunately, I don’t 
have the record of the last 12 years 
right in front of me. 

Mr. BLUNT. Actually, we made the 
deadline one time in 12 years, and two 
times in the 30 years of the budget 
rule. 

Mr. HOYER. I was thinking that was 
probably the case. 

Having said that, it is Mr. SPRATT’s 
hope, and he is working towards meet-
ing those deadlines. 

Now, as you know from experience, 
the plans, as difficult a process as put-
ting together a budget is, sometimes do 
not meet expectations. However, I will 
tell you that it is my intention and Mr. 
SPRATT’s intention to try to meet 
those deadlines. And at this point in 
time we are scheduled to meet those 
deadlines. 

Mr. BLUNT. And to meet that dead-
line, I assume Chairman SPRATT must 
be working on a draft budget to be sub-
mitted in the next couple of weeks. 

Mr. HOYER. That is correct. 
Mr. BLUNT. That is helpful. 
On the issue of the rules of the 

House, Mr. Leader, as I understand the 
rule that sometimes we were able to 
frankly use and sometimes we weren’t, 
on the rule that we always referred to 
as the Gephardt rule that was initially 
put in the rules by Mr. Gephardt when 
he was the majority leader, if there is 
a budget resolution adopted by both 
Houses, that budget resolution vote on 
the conference becomes the vote on 
raising the debt limit. I wonder what 
the majority’s plan is on that. Do we 
intend for that to continue to be the 
case, or will we expect a vote on the 
debt limit at some time? 

Mr. HOYER. We, of course, on this 
side, call it the Hastert rule, because 
after you criticized it roundly for a 
long period of time, you adopted it. 

Let me say seriously; there is no al-
ternative to increasing the debt limit. 
Both sides pretend that there is. There 
is not. The administration, if the debt 
limit is to be extended, is going to re-

quest a level to which they would like 
it increased. Frankly, your side of the 
aisle, you were not here at the time, I 
tell my friend, but regularly voted 
against increasing the debt limit, al-
most unanimously, in large numbers. 
It was obviously an effort to try to 
make it appear that our Members alone 
were responsible for raising the debt. 
That was not an honest representation, 
in my opinion, because we passed bills 
with Republican votes which resulted 
in that, whether they were appropria-
tion bills, tax bills, whatever economic 
bills they were. 

So in answer to your question let me 
say this: We obviously adopted your 
rules, as you recall, at the beginning of 
this session. So rule XXVII was a rule 
that you had in place at the time that 
you were in the majority. We adopted 
your rules, and we are pursuing that 
under those rules. 

Mr. BLUNT. I thank the gentleman 
for that. 

Also, as we look back into the recent 
history of the House, I had actually 
never heard the rule referred to as any-
thing before but the Gephardt rule. But 
the Gephardt rule, or the Hastert, 
whatever rule you want to call it, only 
applies if you actually have an agreed- 
to budget. And so on more than one oc-
casion in the 12 years we were in the 
majority, we didn’t have, and a couple 
of times, didn’t produce an agreed-to 
budget by both bodies. And I don’t re-
member anybody on your side of the 
aisle helping increase the debt limit ei-
ther. So this is an area where both par-
ties have played over the years a role 
of you didn’t help us, we’re not going 
to help you. 

Mr. HOYER. I think my friend is cor-
rect on that. And that is why I started 
my remarks with really the Congress, 
if it is going to be responsible on either 
side, Republican or Democrat, has a re-
sponsibility to set the debt limit so 
that the United States of America 
meets its obligations, whether it is to 
our own people on Social Security, 
whether it is meeting a payment on 
our debt to foreign countries, whether 
it is simply funding our government 
and keeping services to our veterans 
and everybody else that we vote to give 
services to, we need to do that. 

I agree with you. And I would hope at 
some point in time, frankly, both par-
ties can get together and say look, this 
is something that we need to do. And 
frankly, whether it is the Gephardt 
rule or the Hastert rule, essentially 
that is what both sides were doing so 
that it could not be, I don’t want to say 
demagogue, but misrepresented as 
agreeing that we ought to have that 
debt level. 

Now, I think almost everybody dis-
agrees with the rate at which we have 
been going into debt, and the fact that 
we have borrowed 94 percent of our op-
erating funds that we have borrowed 
from foreign governments over the last 
6 years. I think there is probably no-
body that thinks that is a good policy. 

But the underlying policies that 
drive that are really what is at issue. 
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But I agree with the premise of the 
gentleman that both sides of the aisle 
have tried to hold the other responsible 
for the debt. On our side, frankly, we 
disagreed with the fiscal policies that 
were being pursued, which, as you 
know, we think took us from a $5.6 tril-
lion surplus to now a $3 trillion deficit 
in the last 6 years. We tried to make 
that point through that vote. But the 
gentleman’s basic premise I think is 
absolutely correct. There really isn’t 
an option of when we get to the debt 
limit, we either ought to stop spending 
money, reduce very substantially our 
entitlement obligations, or we have no 
alternative but to raise the debt. 

Mr. BLUNT. Reclaiming my time, I 
would say that it is a challenge, the 
budget is a challenge. We look forward 
to the solutions that the chairman 
brings forward and having that debate 
on the budget, having that debate on 
the size of the debt. We hope we can get 
to a budget that is balanced in 5 years 
without a tax increase. I am sure that 
will be one of the many topics that we 
will be discussing over the next few 
weeks as the budget progresses. 

As I said earlier, the earliest possible 
access to at least a draft of the supple-
mental will be helpful to us. And we 
hope that the majority will work with 
us to get that supplemental draft to us 
as soon as possible so that we can begin 
that important debate that will be on 
the floor I don’t think next week, be-
cause clearly, the time would not allow 
that, but hopefully as soon as the week 
after that, and we look forward to that 
debate. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, 
MARCH 5, 2007, AND HOUR OF 
MEETING ON FRIDAY, MARCH 9, 
2007 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 12:30 p.m. on Monday next for 
morning hour debate; and further, 
when the House adjourns on Thursday, 
March 8, it adjourn to meet at 9 a.m. 
on Friday, March 9. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WALZ). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 

f 

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON 
WEDNESDAY NEXT 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the business 
in order under the Calendar Wednesday 
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday 
next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 

AUTHORIZING THE SPEAKER TO 
DECLARE A RECESS ON WEDNES-
DAY, MARCH 7, 2007, FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF RECEIVING IN 
JOINT MEETING HIS MAJESTY 
KING ABDULLAH II BIN AL HUS-
SEIN, KING OF JORDAN 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that it may be in 
order at any time on Wednesday, 
March 7, 2007, for the Speaker to de-
clare a recess, subject to the call of the 
Chair, for the purpose of receiving in 
joint meeting His Majesty King 
Abdullah II Ibn Al Hussein, King of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous 
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes 
each. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. PALLONE addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

THE IRAQ WAR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, it is 
getting to the point where I am almost 
afraid to pick up the newspaper every 
morning because day after day, there is 
more grim news out of Iraq and the 
Middle East. More revelations about 
the scandalous mismanagement of this 
war and its aftermath. More evidence 
that the current administration is 
jeopardizing our national security. 

There has been a lot of rhetoric here 
on Capitol Hill about who supposedly 
does and does not support the troops. I 
personally believe we should call a 
moratorium on ‘‘support the troops’’ 
demagoguery until the conditions at 
Walter Reed Hospital finally reach the 
level that our veterans deserve. 

It is positively disgraceful, Mr. 
Speaker. After risking life and limb for 
our country, our soldiers are sent to a 
moldy, rodent-infested facility where 
they receive inadequate care. And 
today, we read that Walter Reed offi-
cials were aware of problems and heard 
complaints, but largely ignored them. 

The squalid living conditions of Wal-
ter Reed are just one symptom of a 
completely ineffective and unaccount-
able bureaucracy. According to the 
Washington Post, nonEnglish speaking 
families have a difficult time getting 
the information and services they need. 

One mother of a soldier said, ‘‘If they 
could have Spanish-speaking recruits 
to convince my son to go into the 
Army, why can’t they have Spanish- 
speaking translators when he is in-
jured?’’ Her point is telling. It appears 
that our government is very eager to 
sign you up, but much less enthusiastic 
about communicating with you once 
you have been shot down. 

Meanwhile, conditions in the Middle 
East are rapidly deteriorating. The 
most disturbing recent news is that the 
Taliban and al Qaeda, remember, they 
are the ones who bear direct responsi-
bility for 9/11, these folks are on the re-
bound and they are stepping up the vio-
lence in Afghanistan. They are so 
emboldened that they launched a sui-
cide bomb attack right outside the Air 
Force base where the Vice President 
was staying during his recent trip to 
the region. 

Curiously, that same Vice President 
seems to think it is those of us who 
want to end the Iraq occupation that 
are validating the al Qaeda strategy. 
That was the line he used in attacking 
our Speaker last week. Well, I think 
the Vice President isn’t in a position to 
throw stones, Mr. Speaker. First of all, 
al Qaeda didn’t have anything to do in 
Iraq until the administration launched 
its pre-emptive strike nearly 4 years 
ago. Furthermore, it was this adminis-
tration that had bin Laden sounded at 
Tora Bora and let him get away. And it 
is this administration that has taken 
its eye off the ball in Afghanistan, di-
verting resources from a nation-build-
ing project to pursue the ideological 
fantasy of conquering Iraq. 

b 1615 

The new director of national intel-
ligence, Mike McConnell, told the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee this 
week: ‘‘Long-term prospects for elimi-
nating the Taliban threat appear dim, 
so long as the sanctuary remains in 
Pakistan, and there are no encouraging 
signs that Pakistan is eliminating it.’’ 

And whose fault is that, Mr. Speak-
er? Not the Speaker of the House. 

Unbelievably, when the White House 
spokesman was asked about the Paki-
stani Government’s failure to cooper-
ate, he answered: ‘‘We’re often asked to 
give our report cards on other heads of 
state. I’m not going to play.’’ 

We have sure come a long way from 
the tough talk of 2001. Remember how 
we were told that those who harbored 
terrorists would be treated just as 
harshly as the terrorists themselves? 

Journalist Spencer Ackerman as-
sesses the Afghanistan situation this 
way: ‘‘After two wars, we’re in some 
sense right back where we were before 
9/11 itself: unable to invade the terri-
tory where al Qaeda possesses a strong-
hold and groping for alternatives, while 
the intelligence community puts out 
warnings about the urgency of the 
threat. Except this time,’’ he con-
tinues, ‘‘our entire national security 
apparatus is overtaxed from the strains 
of two wars, wars that were supposed 
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Text Box
 CORRECTION

April 22, 2007, Congressional Record
Correction To Page H2093
March 1, 2007_On Page H 2093 the following appeared: Abdullah II bin Al Hussein,

The online version should be corrected to read: Abdullah II Ibn Al Hussein,
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