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squandering billions of dollars in budg-
et surpluses and making massive cuts
to vital programs. The President’s mis-
guided priorities have forced him to
borrow money from foreign nations
like China and Japan, more than all of
42 Presidents combined. This is not a
record to be proud of.

Mr. Speaker, we simply cannot han-
dle more of the same, and unfortu-
nately that is what this budget pro-
poses. I stand ready to work with
Democrats and Republicans to take our
Nation in a new direction of fiscal re-
sponsibility. We plan to do that.

———————

VICTIMS OF USS “COLE” AND
JUSTICE

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, as the USS
Cole patrolled the seas around Yemen,
a boat piloted by al-Qaeda interna-
tional criminals drew near to the Navy
destroyer and bombed the ship. On that
day in the year 2000, 17 American sol-
diers were murdered.

The families of these 17 soldiers are
now suing the Sudanese Government
for damages. Why? Because the Sudan
funded and provided training for these
terrorists. The Sudanese Government
is outraged that they should be held fi-
nancially responsible. However, a U.S.
Federal court judge disagrees and is al-
lowing the victims’ families to con-
tinue their pursuit.

Sudan is now asking the U.S. Su-
preme Court to dismiss this unique
lawsuit. But the Supreme Court must
allow this case to proceed and the vic-
tims to obtain justice. Sudan fed the
terrorist cells that attacked the Cole.
They gave them safe harbor and let
them exist.

U.S. citizens murdered by inter-
national terrorists overseas must be
able to seek damages from the country
responsible for the crime. The message
to these nations that sponsor terror,
you too will pay for your sins when you
sponsor international outlaws.

And that’s just the way it is.

———
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PRESIDENT BUSH’S BUDGET IS
FISCALLY AND MORALLY IRRE-
SPONSIBLE

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, it is easy to
tell where President Bush’s priorities
lie when you look at his proposed fiscal
year 2008 budget. It is with big business
and the wealthiest 1 percent.

This proposed budget is fiscally irre-
sponsible, creating trillions of dollars
in new deficit, but it is also morally ir-
responsible for slashing funding for
Medicare, education, energy, homeland
security and veterans.

The President’s budget slashes Medi-
care and Medicaid funding by about

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

$300 billion over the next 10 years,
without offering relief to millions of
Americans without health insurance.
The Bush budget also cuts funds for re-
newable energy grants, despite his
State of the Union pledge to tackle our
Nation’s energy crisis. He even reduces
State homeland security preparedness
grants. Perhaps worst of all, the Bush
budget cuts veterans health care by
$3.5 billion.

Mr. Speaker, Democrats will put the
needs of working families first in our
budget in the coming weeks.

———

AFGHANISTAN’S OPIUM PROBLEM

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, America
has a drug problem, and I am not refer-
ring to the war on drugs on our streets.
I am referring to the booming illegal
opium trade in Afghanistan. This is our
problem, Mr. Speaker, because the
huge profits from growing opium in Af-
ghanistan are being used against our
troops.

Though illegal, opium production has
skyrocketed in Afghanistan in recent
years, and the results are deadly. Enor-
mous profits often end up in the hands
of the Taliban and local warlords who
use it to buy weapons, pay fighters and
bribe officials.

We must adjust our policies if we are
to see sustained stability in Afghani-
stan. Eradicating opium must become
a priority. We must crack down on the
drug lords, train local law enforce-
ment, and help build the Afghan econ-
omy to provide opportunities for mak-
ing an honest living. And we must ask
our friends in Afghanistan’s govern-
ment to help us in this effort. The safe-
ty of our troops depends on it.

——————

INJURED TROOPS DESERVE BET-
TER THAN WHAT THEY GOT AT
WALTER REED’S BUILDING 18

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, thanks
to a 4-month investigation by the
Washington Post, the world learned
last week that our Nation’s injured sol-
diers are not receiving the care they
deserve once they return from active
duty.

The Post investigation described con-
ditions at Walter Reed Hospital that
are deplorable. One of the buildings at
the facility, Building 18, showed signs
of neglect everywhere: mouse drop-
pings, cockroaches, stained carpets,
cheap mattresses and mold on the ceil-
ings. After the Post printed its findings
last week, the Pentagon finally started
renovating Building 18, but it should
not have taken the embarrassment of
this investigation for the Pentagon to
do the right thing.

American soldiers who have put their
lives on the line for this Nation deserve
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better than what they are getting at
Building 18. The Pentagon says it was
forced into housing hundreds of troops
there after all the other buildings were
filled to capacity, and now the Presi-
dent wants to send more troops to Iraq.

Mr. Speaker, it is critical that this
Congress ensure that the Pentagon
meets the needs of our injured soldiers.

————

CARD CHECK BILL

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise in op-
position to the so-called Employee
Free Choice Act which provides em-
ployees anything but free choice. Con-
trary to its title, the bill would strip
workers of their right to privacy in
union organization elections by remov-
ing the option of a secret ballot.

This paradoxical bill will kill private
voting rights, making workers vote
publicly through a mandatory card
check where union bosses gather au-
thorization cards supposedly signed by
workers expressing their desire for a
union to represent them. Such manda-
tory card checks make workers’ per-
sonal votes known to their coworkers,
their union organizers and their em-
ployers, stripping workers of the right
to choose freely and anonymously
whether to unionize. This leaves work-
ers vulnerable to coercion, pressure,
outright intimidation and threats.

Supporters of the bill claim it is nec-
essary to preserve workers’ rights,
when, in reality, this bill is not about
workers at all. Rather, it is about Big
Labor’s last desperate attempt to re-
tain power.

I urge my colleagues to vote for
workers’ rights by voting ‘‘no’ on this
bill.

—————

EMPLOYEE FREE CHOICE ACT

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to support the Employee Free Choice
Act. Too many workers are being har-
assed by their employers because they
want to form a union. We must put an
end to scare tactics. This bill restores
the right of workers to bargain for a
better life. It will help 6 million work-
ers join for better wages, benefits,
working conditions and improving the
quality of life. No more employer har-
assment. Simple and fair. The card-
based system is pressure free. When
workers choose, bargaining results are
more peaceful, worker-friendly. Please
vote for this important legislation.

————
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

(Mr. AL GREEN of Texas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, this is the very last day of the
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month of February, which is Black His-
tory Month, and today I rise to thank
the many Members who have supported
H. Res. 198, which recognizes the sig-
nificance of Black History Month.

This piece of legislation is supported
by conservatives, moderates and lib-
erals. It is a piece of legislation that I
received not one negative comment on.
Every person that we requested agreed
to support the legislation. So I thank
those who supported it.

But I also, Mr. Speaker, want to
apologize to the many that I did not
approach and ask for support because
my belief is that this kind of legisla-
tion will receive the support of all per-
sons of goodwill. African Americans in
the diaspora in America merit this
kind of support. The Members of this
House have given it to African Ameri-
cans and to persons of goodwill, and I
thank them all.

——————

NEW HOUSE DEMOCRATIC CON-
GRESS FIGHTS FOR THE RIGHTS
OF MIDDLE-CLASS FAMILIES

(Mr. HODES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, when
Democrats gained the majority in this
House last November, we pledged to
fight to make America better for all
Americans, not just the privileged few.
This Congress has already passed legis-
lation increasing the minimum wage
and making college more affordable to
middle-class families.

This week, in a bipartisan fashion,
we will continue our work on behalf of
middle-class families by bringing legis-
lation to the floor that would restore
workers’ rights to form unions and to
collectively bargain for better salaries
and better benefits.

At a time when corporate executives
are routinely negotiating lavish pay
and retirement benefits for themselves,
workers have little leverage to nego-
tiate for a better life. This has been
particularly concerning over the last 6
years when wages have remained stag-
nant while everyday costs like housing,
transportation, education and health
care have increased dramatically.

The Employee Free Choice Act says
that if the majority of workers at a
workplace sign cards saying they want
a union, they get a union. The act pro-
tects the rights of employers, too. The
legislation shares bipartisan support
and is supported by an overwhelming
majority of Americans. Let’s pass it
this week.

———

DWINDLING INTERNATIONAL
SUPPORT FOR THE WAR IN IRAQ

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, what do
our international friends know that
the Bush administration doesn’t?

It seems everywhere you turn, the
““Coalition of the Willing”’ is con-
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cluding it is time to get out of Iraq,
while the Bush administration wants
to send 21,500 more U.S. troops.

Just last week our biggest ally in the
Iraq war, Britain, announced that it
was withdrawing 1,600 troops from Iraq
in the coming months. The same day
Denmark said it, too, would pull out
all of its 460 troops by the end of the
summer. And then South Korea decided
that 1,100 of its 2,300 troops would be
withdrawn from Iraq in April, with the
rest following later this year.

With this news, the ‘‘Coalition of the
Willing”’ is no longer so willing, dwin-
dling to about 10,000 troops. What is it
that these countries know that the
Bush administration still can’t figure
out?

Could it be that they see the writing
on the wall; that they have concluded,
as many others have here in the United
States, that the Iraq war can no longer
be won militarily?

Mr. Speaker, our dwindling coalition
should serve as another wake-up call to
the Bush administration that it is time
for a new direction in Iraq.

THE REAL WAR ON TERROR IS
NOT IRAQ

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, Members of the House, fi-
nally, but 4 years too late, the Bush ad-
ministration, with Vice President CHE-
NEY’s trip to Afghanistan, has recog-
nized that the real war on terror is not
Iraq; that Iraqg has been a diversion
against that war on terror; that, in
fact, the real war on terror is in Paki-
stan and Afghanistan and in the border
area. They are starting to discover
that the Government of Pakistan has
not been our friend as we have tried to
stabilize Afghanistan and the Karzai
government, as we have tried to build
democracy in Afghanistan, as we have
tried to root out the Taliban and al
Qaeda; that, in fact, because of the di-
version and our early leaving of Af-
ghanistan for Iraq, that we have now
allowed the al Qaeda to come back in
command and control and to build
their membership, to recruit around
the world.

We have seen the Taliban come back
into Afghanistan and start to threaten
and overturn village leaders and demo-
cratically elected leaders in villages in
various parts of Afghanistan. Only
now, 4 years too late, does the Bush ad-
ministration recognize that this is the
real war on terror, and they have failed
to fight it, failed to deal with it and
failed to prepare for it.

————
NATIONAL SECURITY FOREIGN IN-
VESTMENT REFORM AND

STRENGTHENED TRANSPARENCY

ACT OF 2007

Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 195 and ask for its
immediate consideration.
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The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 195

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 556) to ensure
national security while promoting foreign
investment and the creation and mainte-
nance of jobs, to reform the process by which
such investments are examined for any ef-
fect they may have on national security, to
establish the Committee on Foreign Invest-
ment in the United States, and for other pur-
poses. The first reading of the bill shall be
dispensed with. All points of order against
consideration of the bill are waived except
those arising under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI.
General debate shall be confined to the bill
and shall not exceed one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chairman and
ranking minority member of the Committee
on Financial Services. After general debate
the bill shall be considered for amendment
under the five-minute rule. It shall be in
order to consider as an original bill for the
purpose of amendment under the five-minute
rule the amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Committee on
Financial Services now printed in the bill.
Each section of the committee amendment
in the nature of a substitute shall be consid-
ered as read. Notwithstanding clause 11 of
rule XVIII, no amendment to the committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute
shall be in order except those printed in the
portion of the Congressional Record des-
ignated for that purpose in clause 8 of rule
XVIII and except pro forma amendments for
the purpose of debate. Each amendment so
printed may be offered only by the Member
who caused it to be printed or his designee
and shall be considered as read. At the con-
clusion of consideration of the bill for
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. Any Mem-
ber may demand a separate vote in the
House on any amendment adopted in the
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the
committee amendment in the nature of a
substitute. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ARCURI) is
recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, for pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to my colleague
from Washington (Mr. HASTINGS). All
time yielded during consideration of
the rule is for debate only.

Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

(Mr. ARCURI asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, House
Resolution 195 provides for consider-
ation of H.R. 556, the National Security
Foreign Investment Reform and
Strengthened Transparency Act of 2007
under an open rule with a preprinting
requirement. The rule provides 1 hour
of general debate equally divided and
controlled by the chairman and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee
on Financial Services.
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