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Strategic Petroleum Reserve, antici-
pating an oil embargo. When this ad-
ministration puts the guns on the table
and says let’s talk, chances are it is
going to shoot first and ask questions
later, just like in Iraq.

Wake up, Congress. This administra-
tion is planning an attack on Iran with
or without the permission of this
House.

———

THE HURRICANE AND TORNADO
MITIGATION INVESTMENT ACT

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, my
State of Florida is going through a cri-
sis, a crisis that began with the dev-
astating hurricanes that ripped
through my State in recent years, a
crisis made worse by the overwhelming
tornados that plagued central Florida
earlier this month.

These and other natural disasters
have pushed homeowners’ insurance
rates to unaffordable levels. As a re-
sult, many of my constituents have
been forced to leave the area they call
home. It is incumbent upon this body
to pass legislation that would help my
State and others affected by these
forces reduce the cost of skyrocketing
homeowners’ insurance rates.

I have introduced H.R. 913, the Hurri-
cane and Tornado Mitigation Invest-
ment Act to do just that. My bill would
provide tax incentives to home and
business owners to better protect their
homes and businesses from major
storms to reduce the loss of innocent
lives and destruction of private prop-
erty. The end result would be more
manageable insurance rates.

Mr. Speaker, hurricane season begins
in a few months, but the tornados that
hit my State are a stark reminder that
Mother Nature doesn’t keep a calendar.
I encourage my colleagues to support
and help me pass H.R. 913.

———

THE PRESIDENT’S BUDGET AND
NATIONAL DEBT

(Mr. WALZ of Minnesota asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, President Bush recently released
his seventh budget, and it is more of
the same. The Bush administration’s
2008 budget continues the same fiscal
irresponsibility of the past 6 years,
sending us spiraling ever further into
debt while failing to address this Na-
tion’s critical issues.

During this administration and past
Republican-led Congresses, they took a
10-year surplus of $5.6 trillion left over
from the Clinton administration and
turned it into a $8.2 trillion deficit that
mortgages our children’s future. De-
spite the President’s continuous prom-
ise to balance the budget by 2012, the
current budget gets us no closer.

Mr. Speaker, this budget is not only
fiscally irresponsible, it is morally ir-
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responsible. We should not be piling
mounds of debt owed to foreign nations
onto the backs of America’s children,
while giving massive tax cuts to the
wealthiest few.

Democrats are working to restore fis-
cal responsibility, economic prosperity
for all and pay-as-you-go policy to the
Federal budget. It is time the Presi-
dent joined us. The American people al-
ready have.

———

CARD CHECK = PEER PRESSURE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, tomorrow the House will con-
sider the unfortunately named Em-
ployee Free Choice Act. Contrary to
the title’s implication, this bill will re-
peal employees’ rights to hold secret
ballot elections when deciding whether
to form a union.

The so-called card check provision of
the bill would force union membership
by the signing of a form and thus deny-
ing employees having secret ballot
elections. As citizens of a democratic
Nation, Americans have the right to
elect their public officials in secrecy
and without coercion.

Republicans will fight to uphold a
worker’s rights by offering an alter-
native to this misguided legislation.
This alternative, championed by the
late Congressman Charlie Norwood,
guarantees workers the right of a se-
cret ballot election and prohibits any-
one from coercively subjecting employ-
ees to a card check campaign.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September 11.

BUSH ADMINISTRATION’S SPIN ON
BRITISH TROOP WITHDRAWAL
NOT HELPFUL FOR THE FUTURE

(Mr. HARE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, last week
British Prime Minister Tony Blair an-
nounced that he plans to withdraw
1,600 British troops this summer. The
administration’s response, this is good
news, because it shows that some good
things are happening in Iraq. Nice spin.
But one has to wonder why our closest
ally in this war is pulling out troops at
the very same time this administration
wants to send 21,500 additional U.S. sol-
diers into Iraq.

The British say they are withdrawing
their troops because the Shiite-domi-
nated southern region is relatively
calm. That is, indeed, good news. But if
the British really believed, as this
President does, that expanding number
of troops in Baghdad would lead to the
same results there, wouldn’t they
choose to move these troops into Bagh-
dad rather than pull them out com-
pletely?

No matter how the Bush administra-
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drawal is not good news for the admin-
istration’s troop escalation plan. Why
should we be sending thousands more
of our troops to Iraq when Britain and
other coalition members are pulling
out? It is time the administration
stops spinning and instead answers
these questions.

———

VETERANS ADMINISTRATION
MISMANAGEMENT

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I
come to the floor today with a heavy
heart and a new set of questions for the
bureaucracy here in Washington, DC. 1
am here because it appears that our
veterans, who have been wounded and
are in dire need of medical care, have
received shamefully substandard care
by the Veterans Administration, the
agency charged with treating the vet-
erans who have sacrificed their body
and soul for our country, and they have
fallen short of their mission.

Reports from our government audits,
and, recently, the report here in News-
week really shines the light on the
travesty that is a bureaucratic boon-
doggle at the VA. Many men and
women who were casualties of war,
they are looking for help, they are ei-
ther being given the bureaucratic run
around or substandard care or housed
in decrepit facilities, if they are lucky.

I have repeatedly voted to increase
the VA funding. They have received a
lot of money. They have got plenty of
it, and I think it is disgraceful that our
military, many severely injured, have
received anything less than stellar
health care from this agency. The exec-
utive branch, starting with the admin-
istration, has fallen short.

——————

THE PRESIDENT’S BUDGET AND
NATIONAL DEBT, TIME TO RE-
STORE FISCAL DISCIPLINE IN
WASHINGTON

(Mr. KLEIN of Florida asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
the President’s 2008 budget proposal
does not properly address the concern
of American families. President Bush
once again proposes substantial cuts to
programs so important to our districts
like Medicare, Medicaid, education and
the environment. He then uses those
funds not to offset our country’s mas-
sive debt, but instead to fund expensive
tax cuts that do not grow our economy
and give it to people who need it the
least. Unfortunately, budgets like this
are what we have come to expect from
an administration with the worst fi-
nancial fiscal record in our Nation’s
history.

During the 6 years of the Bush ad-
ministration, the government has post-
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squandering billions of dollars in budg-
et surpluses and making massive cuts
to vital programs. The President’s mis-
guided priorities have forced him to
borrow money from foreign nations
like China and Japan, more than all of
42 Presidents combined. This is not a
record to be proud of.

Mr. Speaker, we simply cannot han-
dle more of the same, and unfortu-
nately that is what this budget pro-
poses. I stand ready to work with
Democrats and Republicans to take our
Nation in a new direction of fiscal re-
sponsibility. We plan to do that.

———————

VICTIMS OF USS “COLE” AND
JUSTICE

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, as the USS
Cole patrolled the seas around Yemen,
a boat piloted by al-Qaeda interna-
tional criminals drew near to the Navy
destroyer and bombed the ship. On that
day in the year 2000, 17 American sol-
diers were murdered.

The families of these 17 soldiers are
now suing the Sudanese Government
for damages. Why? Because the Sudan
funded and provided training for these
terrorists. The Sudanese Government
is outraged that they should be held fi-
nancially responsible. However, a U.S.
Federal court judge disagrees and is al-
lowing the victims’ families to con-
tinue their pursuit.

Sudan is now asking the U.S. Su-
preme Court to dismiss this unique
lawsuit. But the Supreme Court must
allow this case to proceed and the vic-
tims to obtain justice. Sudan fed the
terrorist cells that attacked the Cole.
They gave them safe harbor and let
them exist.

U.S. citizens murdered by inter-
national terrorists overseas must be
able to seek damages from the country
responsible for the crime. The message
to these nations that sponsor terror,
you too will pay for your sins when you
sponsor international outlaws.

And that’s just the way it is.

———
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PRESIDENT BUSH’S BUDGET IS
FISCALLY AND MORALLY IRRE-
SPONSIBLE

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, it is easy to
tell where President Bush’s priorities
lie when you look at his proposed fiscal
year 2008 budget. It is with big business
and the wealthiest 1 percent.

This proposed budget is fiscally irre-
sponsible, creating trillions of dollars
in new deficit, but it is also morally ir-
responsible for slashing funding for
Medicare, education, energy, homeland
security and veterans.

The President’s budget slashes Medi-
care and Medicaid funding by about
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$300 billion over the next 10 years,
without offering relief to millions of
Americans without health insurance.
The Bush budget also cuts funds for re-
newable energy grants, despite his
State of the Union pledge to tackle our
Nation’s energy crisis. He even reduces
State homeland security preparedness
grants. Perhaps worst of all, the Bush
budget cuts veterans health care by
$3.5 billion.

Mr. Speaker, Democrats will put the
needs of working families first in our
budget in the coming weeks.

———

AFGHANISTAN’S OPIUM PROBLEM

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, America
has a drug problem, and I am not refer-
ring to the war on drugs on our streets.
I am referring to the booming illegal
opium trade in Afghanistan. This is our
problem, Mr. Speaker, because the
huge profits from growing opium in Af-
ghanistan are being used against our
troops.

Though illegal, opium production has
skyrocketed in Afghanistan in recent
years, and the results are deadly. Enor-
mous profits often end up in the hands
of the Taliban and local warlords who
use it to buy weapons, pay fighters and
bribe officials.

We must adjust our policies if we are
to see sustained stability in Afghani-
stan. Eradicating opium must become
a priority. We must crack down on the
drug lords, train local law enforce-
ment, and help build the Afghan econ-
omy to provide opportunities for mak-
ing an honest living. And we must ask
our friends in Afghanistan’s govern-
ment to help us in this effort. The safe-
ty of our troops depends on it.

——————

INJURED TROOPS DESERVE BET-
TER THAN WHAT THEY GOT AT
WALTER REED’S BUILDING 18

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, thanks
to a 4-month investigation by the
Washington Post, the world learned
last week that our Nation’s injured sol-
diers are not receiving the care they
deserve once they return from active
duty.

The Post investigation described con-
ditions at Walter Reed Hospital that
are deplorable. One of the buildings at
the facility, Building 18, showed signs
of neglect everywhere: mouse drop-
pings, cockroaches, stained carpets,
cheap mattresses and mold on the ceil-
ings. After the Post printed its findings
last week, the Pentagon finally started
renovating Building 18, but it should
not have taken the embarrassment of
this investigation for the Pentagon to
do the right thing.

American soldiers who have put their
lives on the line for this Nation deserve
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better than what they are getting at
Building 18. The Pentagon says it was
forced into housing hundreds of troops
there after all the other buildings were
filled to capacity, and now the Presi-
dent wants to send more troops to Iraq.

Mr. Speaker, it is critical that this
Congress ensure that the Pentagon
meets the needs of our injured soldiers.

————

CARD CHECK BILL

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise in op-
position to the so-called Employee
Free Choice Act which provides em-
ployees anything but free choice. Con-
trary to its title, the bill would strip
workers of their right to privacy in
union organization elections by remov-
ing the option of a secret ballot.

This paradoxical bill will kill private
voting rights, making workers vote
publicly through a mandatory card
check where union bosses gather au-
thorization cards supposedly signed by
workers expressing their desire for a
union to represent them. Such manda-
tory card checks make workers’ per-
sonal votes known to their coworkers,
their union organizers and their em-
ployers, stripping workers of the right
to choose freely and anonymously
whether to unionize. This leaves work-
ers vulnerable to coercion, pressure,
outright intimidation and threats.

Supporters of the bill claim it is nec-
essary to preserve workers’ rights,
when, in reality, this bill is not about
workers at all. Rather, it is about Big
Labor’s last desperate attempt to re-
tain power.

I urge my colleagues to vote for
workers’ rights by voting ‘‘no’ on this
bill.

—————

EMPLOYEE FREE CHOICE ACT

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to support the Employee Free Choice
Act. Too many workers are being har-
assed by their employers because they
want to form a union. We must put an
end to scare tactics. This bill restores
the right of workers to bargain for a
better life. It will help 6 million work-
ers join for better wages, benefits,
working conditions and improving the
quality of life. No more employer har-
assment. Simple and fair. The card-
based system is pressure free. When
workers choose, bargaining results are
more peaceful, worker-friendly. Please
vote for this important legislation.

————
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

(Mr. AL GREEN of Texas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, this is the very last day of the
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