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‘‘What though Death at times steps in 
And calls our Best away? 
What though sorrow seems to win, 
O’er hope, a heavy sway? 
Yet hope again elastic springs, unconquered, 

though she fell; 
Still buoyant are her golden wings, 
Still strong to bear us well. 
Manfully, fearlessly, 
The day of trial bear, 
For gloriously, victoriously 
Can courage quell despair!’’ 

On the fateful day when lives were 
changed forever, the painful call went 
out: ‘‘Attention all units. Detective 
Keith Dressel has answered his final 
call.’’ 

The Toledo Blade newspaper reports 
today: ‘‘The final radio call to the slain 
Toledo police vice detective, a taped 
broadcast played at the conclusion of 
his funeral Mass yesterday, broke som-
ber faces into tears.’’ 

The impact of this terrible tragedy 
has touched every corner of our com-
munity and beyond. We have all been 
moved by Keith Dressel’s sacrifice, 
commitment, and courage, as well as 
that of his family. 

On behalf of the citizens of Toledo, 
Ohio, and all of the lives Detective 
Dressel has touched, I offer our deepest 
sympathy to Detective Dressel’s loved 
ones, colleagues, and friends. May their 
faith sustain them through the dif-
ficult journey ahead as they remember 
the words of Psalm 46, versus 1 and 2: 
‘‘God is our refuge and our strength, a 
very present help in trouble. Therefore, 
we will not fear, though the Earth be 
removed and though the mountains be 
carried into the midst of the sea.’’ May 
their strength as a family and their 
memories of their husband, father, 
brother, nephew, uncle, grandson, son, 
and friend sustain them as they mourn 
his loss and celebrate his selfless leg-
acy of patriotism, purpose, and service 
to his fellow citizens. His children 
should be comforted by the knowledge 
that life is not measured in years but 
in deeds. 

Detective Keith Dressel lived as a 
man for others, despite the danger and 
sacrifice to his own. May he rest in 
peace in God’s house as an archangel 
watching over and guiding our earthly 
pursuits. 

The Blade describes this hero’s funeral: 
‘‘Two lines of officers—at least two people 
deep—wove through the parking lot. Three to 
four other lines of officers stood at the front 
doors of the church, including Toledo police 
Chief Mike Navarre and Toledo fire Chief Mike 
Bell. 

‘‘After a private ceremony for the family, De-
tective Dressel’s flag-draped casket was es-
corted from the funeral home to a white 
hearse with a small American flag on the driv-
er’s side door. White-gloved Toledo police 
honor guard members stood on both sides of 
the hearse. Three rows of Cleveland Police 
Pipes and Drums members in full garb played 
and led the slow procession to the church. Of-
ficers lining the way saluted as the hearse 
passed. 

‘‘At the church, pallbearers in dark suits 
slowly pulled the casket from the hearse. The 
casket was blessed with Holy Water before 

being wheeled into the sanctuary. Inside, the 
U.S. flag covering the casket was removed 
and replaced with a white pall. . . More than 
2,000 people filled Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Catholic Church in Temperance for a funeral 
Mass for the 35-year-old husband and father 
of two. Detective Dressel’s wife, Danielle, 32, 
held the couple’s 4-year-old son, Noah, as the 
family was escorted inside the church. 

The Mass ended with Detective Dressel’s 
last call, bagpipes, a prayer, and a hymn. 

Law enforcement officers streamed out of 
the church and formed more than a dozen 
rows in front of the front doors. Music from 
bagpipes and drums filled the background. 
The officers saluted as the casket was placed 
inside the hearse. 

The procession from the church to St. An-
thony’s Cemetery involved more than 1,500 
police cars and other vehicles from dozens of 
states. Dozens of firefighters from the Toledo 
Fire Department and other area communities 
stood single file along the west side of Jack-
man Road leading to two fire aerial trucks 
forming an arch at Jackman and Temperance 
Road. The firefighters saluted the passing 
hearse and procession. The extended aerial 
ladders held an American flag, which blew 
south to north in the wind. The Toledo police 
mounted patrol unit joined the solemn proces-
sion, including for a time a riderless horse with 
boots backward in the stirrups, and led it to 
the cemetery. 

Along the way, residents stood at the ends 
of their driveways and schoolchildren stood 
with their hands over their hearts. Across the 
road from the cemetery, citizen mourners and 
officers stood silently in the cold, sometimes 
biting breeze, for the hearse and the clip-clop 
of the horses. Mrs. Dressel acknowledged 
those standing along the side of the road 

The start of the graveside ceremony was 
delayed to allow mourners—many of them law 
enforcement officers—to park and walk more 
than a mile to the small, fenced cemetery for 
a final tribute to the fallen hero. A shorter 
service included The Lord’s Prayer, which 
many officers said aloud. The American flag 
on Detective Dressel’s casket was folded into 
a triangle and given to his widow. 

Seven officers fired a three-volley shotgun 
salute as officers snapped their own salute. 

‘‘Taps’’ echoed through the air. ‘‘Amazing 
Grace’’ was played on the bagpipes as snow-
flakes slowly fell from the sky. 

As the Dressel family shared a last, private 
moment near the detective’s casket, red- 
cheeked officers sniffled as they filed out of 
the cemetery. 

Detective Dressel was hired by the Toledo 
Police Department in 1993. Held in high es-
teem by his colleagues, this fallen hero will be 
remembered as a devoted public servant who 
was committed to his work and to his family. 
Despite his challenging work, Detective 
Dressel never compromised his integrity or 
sacrificed his sense of humor. Evidence of his 
legacy is clear in the heartfelt eulogies: 

Officiating at the Mass, his priest, Father 
Nusbaum said, ‘‘Before Keith’s laughter will 
fade away from this Earth, we’ll hear it in a 
blink of an eye. That wonderful laugh.’’ 

His police chief Michael Navarre said, ‘‘We 
honor a true hero, a young man who dedi-
cated his life to this community . . . ‘‘I salute 
you [Keith]. We all salute you and a life well 
lived.’’ 

It is reported that ‘‘Ken Dressel, Detective 
Dressel’s uncle, said one of the happiest days 

of his nephew’s life was when he was accept-
ed into the police academy. Only second to 
his family, the slain detective was most proud 
of his badge. ‘As much of a cop as he was— 
doing some of the most dangerous work in 
Toledo—we would often see him sitting on the 
floor playing with the children at family gath-
erings.’ ’’ 

The impact of this terrible tragedy has 
touched every comer of our community and 
beyond. We have all been moved by Keith 
Dressel’s sacrifice, commitment, and courage 
as well as that of his family’s. 

We recall in excerpt the lines of 
Longfellow’s poem, What the heart of the 
young man said to the psalmist. 
Life is real! Life is earnest! 
And the grave is not its goal; 
Dust thou art, to dust returnest, 
Was not spoken of the soul. 

Not enjoyment, and not sorrow, 
Is our destined end or way; 
But to act, that each to-morrow 
Find us farther than to-day. 

Art is long, and Time is fleeting, 
And our hearts, though stout and brave, 
Still, like muffled drums, are beating 
Funeral marches to the grave. 

In the world’s broad field of battle, 
In the bivouac of Life, 
Be not like dumb, driven cattle! 
Be a hero in the strife! 

Trust no Future, howe’er pleasant! 
Let the dead Past bury its dead! 
Act,—act in the living Present! 
Heart within, and God o’erhead! 

Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime, 
And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time; 

Footprints, that perhaps another, 
Sailing o’er life’s solemn main, 
A forlorn and shipwrecked brother, 
Seeing, shall take heart again. 

Let us, then, be up and doing, 
With a heart for any fate; 
Still achieving, still pursuing, 
Learn to labor and to wait. 

On behalf of the citizens of Toledo, Ohio, 
and of all the lives Detective Dressel has 
touched, I offer my deepest condolences to 
Detective Dressel’s loved ones, colleagues 
and friends. Without a doubt, our community is 
better because he served. Detective Dressel 
will not be forgotten. May their faith sustain 
them through the difficult journey ahead as 
they remember the words of Psalm 46, verses 
1–2: ‘‘God is our refuge and our strength, a 
very present help in trouble. Therefore, we will 
not fear, though the earth be removed, and 
though the mountains be carried into the midst 
of the sea.’’ May their strength as a family and 
their memories of their husband, father, broth-
er, nephew, uncle, grandson, son and friend 
sustain them as they mourn his loss and cele-
brate his legacy. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 
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STATE CHILDREN’S HEALTH IN-
SURANCE PROGRAM EQUITY ACT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, later 
this week, in our Committee on Energy 
and Commerce’s Subcommittee on 
Health, we will be having a hearing 
called ‘‘Covering the Uninsured 
Through the Eyes of a Child, Part 
Two.’’ Now, having sat through part 
one of this hearing, a hearing dealing 
with the reauthorization of CHIP fund-
ing this year, I really think the title of 
the hearing should be ‘‘Covering the 
Uninsured Through the Guise of a 
Child’’ because if some deception is im-
plied in that title, indeed, I believe 
some deception is taking place within 
the SCHIP program. 

Now, most of my colleagues in this 
body, having heard from medical pro-
fessionals and hospital groups this past 
month up here on the Hill, are aware of 
the need for reauthorizing the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program this 
year. It is a good program. It has pro-
vided needed health insurance to mil-
lions of needy children across our coun-
try. And both the House and the Senate 
are discussing funding options. And we 
are concerned about the rising cost of 
health care in general but in par-
ticular, specifically, the rising cost for 
the SCHIP program. 

Fourteen States are going to expect 
budgetary shortfalls in their SCHIP 
program. For some of those States, 
they are their own worst enemy. They 
are the reason for their own problem. 
They are using children’s funding to 
cover adults. 

In fiscal year 2005, the adult enroll-
ment in the SCHIP program exceeded 
the number of children enrolled in the 
program in four States: in Arizona we 
had over 113,000 adults in the program 
and just over 88,000 children; in the 
State of Michigan, over 101,000 adults 
and under 90,000 children; in Minnesota 
35,000 adults and just over 5,000 chil-
dren; in Wisconsin 108,000 adults, just 
over 57,000 children. 

Now, why does this matter? Well, if 
you look at what it costs to cover a 
child versus what it costs to cover an 
adult, for every dollar you spend on the 
adult, you only need to spend about 60 
cents on the child. They are generally 
healthier. A dollar spent on children’s 
health insurance goes a lot farther be-
cause children tend to be a healthier 
population, and if you provide them a 
modicum of preventative care, they are 
going to be healthier still. And after 
all, if we can attenuate a disease in its 
early stages in childhood, we will avoid 
the larger expenditures of allowing 
that disease to go on unchecked over 
years. 

I can think of a number of diseases 
that would fall into this category. 
Childhood obesity immediately comes 
to mind, an area where we need to de-
vote significant time, energy, and re-
sources. But if we are spending the 

money elsewhere, we are not going to 
be able to spend it on the children. 

And the real deception, in my mind, 
is that this is a method of expanding a 
single-payer government-run health 
care system through the SCHIP pro-
gram. And, again, that subverts the en-
tire concept of why this program was 
created in the first place almost 10 
years ago. 

I would ask my colleagues to remem-
ber a dollar spent on a nonpregnant 
adult is a dollar that is not spent on a 
needy child. Indeed, States should 
prioritize spending on needy children 
and live within their annual alloca-
tions instead of looking to other States 
from which to take their moneys when 
their programs run a shortfall. 

To ensure that States are not using 
children-specific funding for nonpreg-
nant adults, I have introduced H.R. 
1013, the SCHIP Equity Act. There are 
four principles to the bill: 

It prohibits future HHS approval of 
any State waiver submitted by a State 
for SCHIP coverage of nonpregnant 
adults. 

The bill terminates portions of State 
waivers that HHS has approved that 
extend coverage to nonpregnant adults. 

States must eliminate coverage of 
nonpregnant adults by January 1, 2008. 

And if the coverage of a nonpregnant 
adult was part of a multipurpose waiv-
er, those components not dealing with 
the coverage of the nonpregnant adult 
will remain in effect for the duration of 
the waiver. 

SCHIP has been a success story for so 
many States, for so many children. I 
am asking you to consider supporting 
my bill, H.R. 1013. 

I want to remind all Members of Con-
gress that ‘‘C’’ in CHIP stands for 
‘‘children.’’ Let’s keep it that way. 

f 

AMERICAN HEART MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. 
MILLENDER-MCDONALD) is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. 
Speaker, let me first offer my warmest 
thanks to my dear friend and col-
league, the gentlewoman from Illinois, 
who led the debate on the floor today 
in my absence on my bill that is recog-
nizing this month as American Heart 
Month. I was told that she did a great 
job, and I am very grateful to her for 
that. Traveling from California to 
Washington sometimes is quite a task, 
and we appreciate our friends for 
standing in for us. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to speak 
briefly in support of this resolution, as 
heart disease is an issue of great im-
portance to our Nation’s health, espe-
cially women who many have felt for 
years that breast cancer was the num-
ber one killer for women. 

For over 40 years, the Federal Gov-
ernment has recognized February as 
American Heart Month, and during 
this time we have made great strides in 

fighting heart disease in this country. 
New medical innovations have im-
proved the treatment of heart disease, 
and public education campaigns have 
made Americans more aware of the im-
portance of prevention. 

Nonetheless, heart disease is still the 
number one killer of Americans, both 
men and women. One in three Ameri-
cans has some form of heart disease, 
whether it be high blood pressure, coro-
nary heart disease, heart failure, 
stroke, or congenital cardiovascular 
defects. And while men are more likely 
to suffer from heart disease in their 
lives, women are not far behind. 

While women may have a lower inci-
dence of heart disease than men, 
women with heart disease are less like-
ly to receive the proper preventative, 
diagnostic, and treatment interven-
tions. This could be due to the fact 
that medical professionals consider 
heart disease to be primarily an afflic-
tion of men and are therefore slower to 
recognize it in women. 

Additionally, women suffering from a 
heart attack or angina are more likely 
to have atypical symptoms. In fact, 
women with atypical heart attack 
symptoms who are sent home 
undiagnosed from the hospital are 
about twice as likely to die from a 
heart attack as individuals who are ad-
mitted. 

Another problem with managing 
heart disease in women is that most of 
the research on coronary heart disease 
has been exclusively or primarily done 
on men. As a result, test and treat-
ments developed from these studies 
may be less effective in women. This is 
why there is an urge to test more 
women and do more research on coro-
nary heart disease with women. 

Mr. Speaker, American Heart Month 
is a time to remember how far we have 
come, as well as how far we need to go. 
Heart disease is not just a man’s dis-
ease, and one of the next big frontiers 
in battling heart disease involves im-
proving its management in women. Ad-
ditionally, men and women alike need 
to remember that preventing heart dis-
ease early is preferable to treating it 
later. A healthy diet, regular exercise, 
and avoidance of smoking all reduce a 
person’s risk for heart disease. By en-
hancing both treatment and prevention 
of heart disease, we will go a much fur-
ther way, a long way, to improving the 
health and the hearts of all Americans. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support 
this legislation when it comes to the 
floor tomorrow for a vote. 

b 2000 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND LEG-
ACY OF THE HONORABLE GENE 
SNYDER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ALTMIRE). Under a previous order of 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 01:44 Apr 19, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00043 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD07\H27FE7.REC H27FE7hm
oo

re
 o

n 
P

R
O

D
P

C
68

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-16T03:54:39-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




