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government operating under clearly 
defined, limited powers. 

Dividing sovereignty between the 
Federal Government and those of the 
States prevents an unhealthy con-
centration of powers at any one level of 
government. As James Madison in the 
Federalist Number 51 said, this ar-
rangement is a double security in pro-
tecting the rights of the people. 

Throughout the last few generations 
in particular, the intent of the 10th 
amendment, that of a limited and effi-
cient central government, has been fad-
ing away. There are those I know who 
support a bigger, more centralized gov-
ernment. They believe a central gov-
ernment run bureaucracy can make the 
best decisions for the American people. 

They believe in the public good of 
higher taxes. But on that I strongly 
disagree. As a member of the House 
Committee on the Budget, I am very 
much aware of where such faulty rea-
soning leads our Nation. It leads to our 
current situation, a bloated Federal 
Government consumed by a deficit up-
wards of $400 billion, which, in turn, de-
livers sub par public services. 

Now then, to be fair, much of the 
spending that recently caused this def-
icit to increase is temporary relief on 
the gulf coast region and the global 
war on terror. It may not show up on 
the bottom line. And while this eases 
the short-term picture, the bigger 
problem is still one that must be ad-
dressed. And if we do not curb this fool-
ish Federal spending habit now, our 
children will have to pay the price. 

Congress, you see, on almost a daily 
basis allows, our government to grow, 
pushing it is further into deficit. And 
we are swiftly drifting away from the 
limits set by our Founding Fathers. 

Each time a Member slides his card 
to cast a vote, he needs to ask himself 
this one question: Does the bill that I 
am voting for violate the Constitution? 
Does it take away rights promised to 
our constituents and put them in the 
hands of a bureaucracy in Washington 
instead? 

I remind this body that the Constitu-
tion does not only protect the rights of 
the people though. It also protects the 
rights of the states. In Federalist num-
ber 45, James Madison wrote, ‘‘The 
powers delegated by the proposed Con-
stitution to the Federal Government 
are few and defined. Those which will 
remain in the states governments are 
numerous and indefinite.’’ 

I have long served in this House long 
enough to know that it makes our lives 
easier at home when we come to D.C. 
and support increased funding for every 
conceivable type of program. Yet 
James Madison and his colleagues were 
less concerned about their ability to 
write glittering press releases than 
they were in developing an efficient 
system of government, one that would 
operate at the lowest cost to the people 
paying it, the people at home. 

That is what this caucus is all about 
and what these weekly information 
sessions are about as well. We must 

turn a critical eye on the Federal Gov-
ernment. This is how we will lower the 
deficit, grow the economy and assure 
that America remains that beacon on a 
hill. 

Aside from being informational, this 
Caucus also seeks to make specific leg-
islative gains in the name of govern-
mental efficiency and Constitutional 
adherence. So we will support legisla-
tion that seeks to return power and au-
thority back where it belongs, to the 
States, local governments and to the 
people. 

And so tonight, I specifically ask all 
Members to consider supporting the 
Reaffirmation of American Independ-
ence resolution that will soon be re-
introduced by Congressmen FEENEY 
and GOODLATTE. This is a resolution I 
know our Founding Fathers would be 
original cosponsors of, were they able. 
Article VI of the U.S. Constitution 
states, ‘‘This Constitution and the laws 
of the U.S. shall be made in pursuance 
thereof; shall be the supreme law of the 
land; and the judges in every state 
shall be bound thereby, anything in the 
Constitution or laws or any state or 
the country notwithstanding.’’ 

This legislation goes in the direction 
to ensure that all such laws abide with 
our Constitution and not by foreign 
governments. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

MESSAGE TO THE PRESIDENT: 
END THE OCCUPATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, last 
week British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair announced that more than 1,600 
British soldiers would be sent home 
from Iraq. By recalling troops from 
Iraq, the British government has sent a 
very clear message that increasing the 
number of troops is not the right strat-
egy. In fact, the British government 
has come to the same conclusion that 
many Americans have reached almost 4 
years ago. We should be ending the 
military occupation of Iraq, not ex-
panding it. We should be supporting 
the men and women who have served 
bravely in Iraq by sending them home, 
not sending them back for their fourth 
or their fifth tour of duty after only a 
very few months of spending time with 
their families. 

The British government’s decision to 
scale back its military commitment in 
Iraq should have been another impor-
tant wake up call to President Bush. 
However, the President has continued 
his course to go it alone, regardless of 
the staggering costs to our Nation. 

President Bush has drained Amer-
ica’s reservoir of goodwill by ignoring 
the facts on the ground, the advice of 
his generals, and the will of the Amer-
ican public. By stubbornly pursuing 
the same misguided policies over and 
over again, he has left it to Congress to 
stop him. 

Two weeks ago, the House took an 
important first step by overwhelmingly 
passing a bipartisan resolution con-
demning the President’s decision to 
send more than 20,000 additional Amer-
ican soldiers to the front lines. I com-
mend the Democratic leadership, and I 
commend my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle for having the courage to 
stand up to the President and to oppose 
his escalation. This vote, however, is 
only the first step. 

Now that the House has stood up to 
disagree with the President, we must 
use this consensus to take on the ur-
gent job of bringing our troops safely 
home. 

As a member of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee and a co founder of the Out 
of Iraq Caucus, I have introduced a 
comprehensive and detailed plan to end 
the occupation while ensuring that we 
achieve security and stability in Iraq. 
My bill, H.R. 508, the Bring the Troops 
Home and Iraq Sovereignty Restora-
tion Act, now has 47 cosponsors. 

H.R. 508 will provide for a fully fund-
ed withdrawal of U.S. troops and con-
tractors from Iraq within a 6-month pe-
riod. During the time of that 6-month 
passage, our troops will return home to 
receive the full health care benefits 
they deserve because we owe them, we 
owe them no less for their sacrifices. 
And while they are coming home, we 
will be putting those laws into place, 
ensuring they get their benefits. 

Also during that 6-month withdrawal 
period, our government will accelerate 
the training and equipping of Iraqi se-
curity forces, and if requested by the 
Iraqi government, we will work with 
the international community to pro-
vide a stabilization force to enhance 
Iraq’s security. 

Additionally, my bill would prohibit 
the establishment of permanent U.S. 
bases in Iraq, and we would return con-
trol of Iraq’s oil resources to the Iraqi 
people. The only way to restore sta-
bility to Iraq is to return the country 
to the Iraqis, and we must work with 
our allies to achieve this. But when the 
Bush administration, in spite of all the 
advice to the contrary, decides to esca-
late the occupation, and the British 
government takes the sensible path of 
withdrawal, they both can’t be right. 

Mr. Speaker, we cannot afford to 
wait for the President to realize his 
mistake. Too many brave men and 
brave women have died and suffered to 
continue this occupation. We must 
stand up, we must demand, we must 
bring our troops home. That is how we 
can protect our troops. 
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SERVICES, 110TH CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
FRANK) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Madam 
Speaker, In accordance with clause 2(a)(2) of 
Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, I am reporting that the Com-
mittee on Financial Services adopted the fol-
lowing rules for the 110th Congress on Janu-
ary 31, 2007, and as amended on February 
13, 2007, in open session, a quorum being 
present, and submit those rules for publication 
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD: 

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL 
SERVICES, 

U.S. House of Representatives, 
110th Congress, 
First Session 

RULE 1—GENERAL PROVISIONS 
(a) The rules of the House are the rules of 

the Committee on Financial Services (here-
inafter in these rules referred to as the 
‘‘Committee’’) and its subcommittees so far 
as applicable, except that a motion to recess 
from day to day, and a motion to dispense 
with the first reading (in full) of a bill or res-
olution, if printed copies are available, are 
privileged motions in the Committee and 
shall be considered without debate. A pro-
posed investigative or oversight report shall 
be considered as read if it has been available 
to the members of the Committee for at 
least 24 hours (excluding Saturdays, Sun-
days, or legal holidays except when the 
House is in session on such day). 

(b) Each subcommittee is a part of the 
Committee, and is subject to the authority 
and direction of the Committee and to its 
rules so far as applicable. 

(c) The provisions of clause 2 of rule XI of 
the Rules of the House are incorporated by 
reference as the rules of the Committee to 
the extent applicable. 

RULE 2—MEETINGS 
Calling of Meetings 

(a)(l) The Committee shall regularly meet 
on the first Tuesday of each month when the 
House is in session. 

(2) A regular meeting of the Committee 
may be dispensed with if, in the judgment of 
the Chairman of the Committee (hereinafter 
in these rules referred to as the ‘‘Chair’’), 
there is no need for the meeting. 

(3) Additional regular meetings and hear-
ings of the Committee may be called by the 
Chair, in accordance with clause 2(g)(3) of 
rule XI of the rules of the House. 

(4) Special meetings shall be called and 
convened by the Chair as provided in clause 
2(c)(2) of rule XI of the Rules of the House. 
Notice for Meetings 

(b)(l) The Chair shall notify each member 
of the Committee of the agenda of each reg-
ular meeting of the Committee at least two 
calendar days before the time of the meet-
ing. 

(2) The Chair shall provide to each member 
of the Committee, at least two calendar days 
before the time of each regular meeting for 
each measure or matter on the agenda a 
copy of— 

(A) the measure or materials relating to 
the matter in question; and 

(B) an explanation of the measure or mat-
ter to be considered, which, in the case of an 
explanation of a bill, resolution, or similar 
measure, shall include a summary of the 
major provisions of the legislation, an expla-

nation of the relationship of the measure to 
present law, and a summary of the need for 
the legislation. 

(3) The agenda and materials required 
under this subsection shall be provided to 
each member of the Committee at least 
three calendar days before the time of the 
meeting where the measure or matter to be 
considered was not approved for full Com-
mittee consideration by a subcommittee of 
jurisdiction. 

(4) The provisions of this subsection may 
be waived by a two-thirds vote of the Com-
mittee, or by the Chair with the concurrence 
of the ranking minority member. 
RULE 3—MEETING AND HEARING PROCEDURES 

In General 
(a)(l) Meetings and hearings of the Com-

mittee shall be called to order and presided 
over by the Chair or, in the Chair’s absence, 
by the member designated by the Chair as 
the Vice Chair of the Committee, or by the 
ranking majority member of the Committee 
present as Acting Chair. 

(2) Meetings and hearings of the committee 
shall be open to the public unless closed in 
accordance with clause 2(g) of rule XI of the 
Rules of the House. 

(3) Any meeting or hearing of the Com-
mittee that is open to the public shall be 
open to coverage by television broadcast, 
radio broadcast, and still photography in ac-
cordance with the provisions of clause 4 of 
rule XI of the Rules of the House (which are 
incorporated by reference as part of these 
rules). Operation and use of any Committee 
operated broadcast system shall be fair and 
nonpartisan and in accordance with clause 
4(b) of rule XI and all other applicable rules 
of the Committee and the House. 

(4) Opening statements by members at the 
beginning of any hearing or meeting of the 
Committee shall be limited to 5 minutes 
each for the Chair or ranking minority mem-
ber, or their respective designee, and 3 min-
utes each for all other members. 

(5) No person, other than a Member of Con-
gress, Committee staff, or an employee of a 
Member when that Member has an amend-
ment under consideration, may stand in or 
be seated at the rostrum area of the Com-
mittee rooms unless the Chair determines 
otherwise. 
Quorum 

(b)(l) For the purpose of taking testimony 
and receiving evidence, two members of the 
Committee shall constitute a quorum. 

(2) A majority of the members of the Com-
mittee shall constitute a quorum for the pur-
poses of reporting any measure or matter, of 
authorizing a subpoena, of closing a meeting 
or hearing pursuant to clause 2(g) of rule XI 
of the rules of the House (except as provided 
in clause 2(g)(2)(A) and (B)) or of releasing 
executive session material pursuant to 
clause 2(k)(7) of rule XI of the rules of the 
House. 

(3) For the purpose of taking any action 
other than those specified in paragraph (2) 
one-third of the members of the Committee 
shall constitute a quorum. 
Voting 

(c)(l) No vote may be conducted on any 
measure or matter pending before the Com-
mittee unless the requisite number of mem-
bers of the Committee is actually present for 
such purpose. 

(2) A record vote of the Committee shall be 
provided on any question before the Com-
mittee upon the request of one-fifth of the 
members present. 

(3) No vote by any member of the Com-
mittee on any measure or matter may be 
cast by proxy. 

(4) In accordance with clause 2(e)(1)(B) of 
rule XI, a record of the vote of each member 

of the Committee on each record vote on any 
measure or matter before the Committee 
shall be available for public inspection at the 
offices of the Committee, and, with respect 
to any record vote on any motion to report 
or on any amendment, shall be included in 
the report of the Committee showing the 
total number of votes cast for and against 
and the names of those members voting for 
and against. 

(5) POSTPONED RECORD VOTES.—(A) Subject 
to subparagraph (B), the Chairman may post-
pone further proceedings when a record vote 
is ordered on the question of approving any 
measure or matter or adopting an amend-
ment. The Chairman may resume pro-
ceedings on a postponed request at any time, 
but no later than the next meeting day. 

(B) In exercising postponement authority 
under subparagraph (A), the Chairman shall 
take all reasonable steps necessary to notify 
members on the resumption of proceedings 
on any postponed record vote; 

(C) When proceedings resume on a post-
poned question, notwithstanding any inter-
vening order for the previous question, an 
underlying proposition shall remain subject 
to further debate or amendment to the same 
extent as when the question was postponed. 
Hearing Procedures 

(d)(1)(A) The Chair shall make public an-
nouncement of the date, place, and subject 
matter of any committee hearing at least 
one week before the commencement of the 
hearing, unless the Chair, with the concur-
rence of the ranking minority member, or 
the Committee by majority vote with a 
quorum present for the transaction of busi-
ness, determines there is good cause to begin 
the hearing sooner, in which case the Chair 
shall make the announcement at the earliest 
possible date. 

(B) Not less than three days before the 
commencement of a hearing announced 
under this paragraph, the Chair shall provide 
to the members of the Committee a concise 
summary of the subject of the hearing, or, in 
the case of a hearing on a measure or mat-
ter, a copy of the measure or materials relat-
ing to the matter in question and a concise 
explanation of the measure or matter to be 
considered. 

(2) To the greatest extent practicable— 
(A) each witness who is to appear before 

the Committee shall file with the Committee 
two business days in advance of the appear-
ance sufficient copies (including a copy in 
electronic form), as determined by the Chair, 
of a written statement of proposed testi-
mony and shall limit the oral presentation 
to the Committee to brief summary thereof; 
and 

(B) each witness appearing in a non-gov-
ernmental capacity shall include with the 
written statement of proposed testimony a 
curriculum vitae and a disclosure of the 
amount and source (by agency and program) 
of any Federal grant (or subgrant thereof) or 
contract (or subcontract thereof) received 
during the current fiscal year or either of 
the two preceding fiscal years. 

(3) The requirements of paragraph (2)(A) 
may be modified or waived by the Chair 
when the Chair determines it to be in the 
best interest of the Committee. 

(4) The five-minute rule shall be observed 
in the interrogation of witnesses before the 
Committee until each member of the Com-
mittee has had an opportunity to question 
the witnesses. No member shall be recog-
nized for a second period of 5 minutes to in-
terrogate witnesses until each member of the 
Committee present has been recognized once 
for that purpose. 

(5) Whenever any hearing is conducted by 
the Committee on any measure or matter, 
the minority party members of the Com-
mittee shall be entitled, upon the request of 
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