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BUDGET AGGREGATES 

[On-budget amounts, in millions of dollars] 

Fiscal Year 
2007 

Fiscal Year 
2008 1 

Fiscal Years 
2008–2012 

Current Aggregates: 2 
Budget Authority ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2,250,680 2,350,996 n.a. 
Outlays ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 2,263,759 2,353.954 n.a. 
Revenues ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,900,340 2,015,841 11,137,671 

Change in Medicare, Medicaid, and SCHIP Extension Act (S. 2499): 
Budget Authority ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 0 3,465 n.a. 
Outlays ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 0 4,644 n.a. 
Revenues ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 0 0 0 

Revised Aggregates: 
Budget Authority ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2,250,680 2,354,461 n.a. 
Outlays ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 2,263,759 2,358,598 n.a. 
Revenues ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,900,340 2,015,841 11,137,671 

n.a. = Not applicable because annual appropriations Acts for fiscal years 2009 through 2012 will not be considered until future sessions of Congress. 
1 Pending action by the House Appropriations Committee on spending covered by section 207(d)(1)(E) (overseas deployments and related activities), resolution assumptions are not included in the current aggregates. 
2 Excludes emergency amounts exempt from enforcement in the budget resolution. 

Madam Speaker, under section 321 of S. 
Con. Res. 21, the Concurrent Resolution on 
the Budget for fiscal year 2008, I hereby sub-
mit for printing in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
a revision to the budget aggregates for the fis-
cal year period of 2008 through 2012. This is 

in response to the Senate Amendment to H.R. 
3996, The Temporary Tax Relief Act of 2007. 
A table is attached. 

Under section 211 of S. Con. Res. 21, this 
adjustment to the budget allocations and ag-
gregates applies while the measure is under 

consideration. For purposes of the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974, as amended, a re-
vised allocation made under section 211 of S. 
Con. Res. 21 is to be considered as an alloca-
tion included in the resolution. 

BUDGET AGGREGATES 
[On-budget amounts, in millions of dollars] 

Fiscal Year 
2007 

Fiscal Year 
2008 1 

Fiscal Years 
2008–2012 

Current Aggregates: 2 
Budget Authority ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2,250,680 2,350,996 n.a. 
Outlays ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 2,263,759 2,353,954 n.a. 
Revenues ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,900,340 2,015,841 11,137,671 

Change in Temporary Tax Relief Act (H.R. 3996): 
Budget Authority ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 0 0 n.a. 
Outlays ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 0 0 n.a. 
Revenues ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 0 0 179,816 

Revised Aggregates: 
Budget Authority ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2,250,680 2,350,996 n.a. 
Outlays ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 2,263,759 2,353,954 n.a. 
Revenues ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,900,340 2,015,841 11,317,487 

n.a. = Not applicable because annual appropriations Acts for fiscal years 2009 through 2012 will not be considered until future sessions of Congress. 
1 Pending action by the House Appropriations Committee on spending covered by section 207(d)(1)(E) (overseas deployments and related activities), resolution assumptions are not included in the current aggregates. 
2 Excludes emergency amounts exempt from enforcement in the budget resolution. 

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE 
SENATE 

A further message from the Senate 
by Ms. Curtis, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed 
without amendment a joint resolution 
of the House of the following title: 

H.J. Res. 72. Joint resolution making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for the fiscal 
year 2008, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested: 

S. 924. An act to strengthen the United 
States Coast Guard’s Integrated Deepwater 
Program. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate agrees to the amendments of 
the House to the bill (S. Con. Res. 61) 
‘‘Concurrent Resolution providing for a 
conditional adjournment or recess of 
the Senate, and a conditional adjourn-
ment of the House.’’ 

f 

30-SOMETHING WORKING GROUP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MEEK) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority 
leader. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, it is an honor to be before the House 
once again. Last night we didn’t know 
when we would end today, and we did a 

lot of thank-yous and good-byes and 
seeing the good people that we work 
with here in the Capitol next year. But 
we wanted to come to the floor, and I 
know that Mr. RYAN and Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ and Mr. ALTMIRE 
and others will be coming down to give 
their closing comments. But, Madam 
Speaker, I think it is important for us 
to shed light on the actions of not only 
today, but the last 24 hours, what has 
happened, what will happen in the up-
coming year, and all of the things that 
this first historic session of the 110th 
Congress and this New Direction Con-
gress has accomplished. 

Many times I have been on the floor 
and we talked about the difference be-
tween the glory and the story. And 
whenever there is glory, there is a 
story that is untold, and very few know 
about the story part. I think it is im-
portant, especially as we start to look 
at this point and look at where we are 
now as a country and where we are get-
ting ready to go and where we have 
been in the recent past. 

Two wars going on, an economic 
downturn, Americans losing their 
homes as it relates to mortgages. Also, 
issues that our servicemen and women 
have to face of not being with their 
family members at this very holy time 
of the year. And, Madam Speaker, if I 
can, I want to not only read into the 
RECORD but also share with the Mem-
bers some of the things that we have 
done this past year in a bipartisan way, 

in my opinion, in many cases major 
pieces of legislation, and some we still 
have impasse on and we are going to 
have to work on it the next session. 

I think it is important when we start 
looking at what this Congress accom-
plished, because we started out with 
saying that we had a Six in ’06 agenda 
within the first 100 hours of this Con-
gress. And if you listened to the Presi-
dent, the President may say, well, the 
Congress is not doing much. That is his 
opinion. Well, that is very interesting, 
because I remember being a part of 
Congress when we came in on Tuesday 
night and we left mid-day Thursday 
and got very little done. This Congress 
did everything but sit around and not 
respond to the needs of the American 
people. 

We actually came here and we made 
America safer by passing the 9/11 Com-
mission recommendations to protect 
America from terrorism. We also 
brought the largest veterans health 
care funding increase in the history of 
the VA. And I think that is important. 
You hear me speak very passionately 
about those that have laid it down, 
those that have put everything on the 
line so that we can salute one flag 
today. 

We also passed an energy package 
which is historic, that is putting forth 
standards, increasing fuel efficiency 
standards to 35 miles per gallon by 
2010, slash U.S. oil consumption by 
more than 4 million barrels per day by 
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2030. These are benchmarks that we 
want to meet as a country so that we 
can protect this earth for future gen-
erations and for the present genera-
tion. Also, expanding American-grown 
biofuels to 35 billion gallons by 2020, 
creating American jobs while we are 
doing it. 

I think it is important for us to point 
back at the largest college aid expan-
sion since the GI Bill in 1944, that cut 
interest rates in half on behalf of fami-
lies that are trying to afford to educate 
their children and young people that 
are borrowing money to be able to edu-
cate themselves in many cases. 

The first increase in the minimum 
wage in a decade. 

I mean, the things that I am men-
tioning here, Madam Speaker, are ac-
complishments that I think far surpass 
my first two terms in Congress under 
Republican control. We did a lot of 
things for a lot of super-wealthy peo-
ple. We carried out acts on behalf of 
special interests that the average 
American would never have an oppor-
tunity to enjoy. Here on this floor, we 
spent 4 years talking about what we 
would do if we got the opportunity, and 
that we have done it and we are still 
doing it. And it is not over and we are 
still in this story mode. 

Our innovation agenda, promoting 
21st century jobs for a global economy, 
is another accomplishment of this Con-
gress. Aid to the Gulf Coast recovering 
from Hurricane Katrina and Rita. 
Waiving the Stafford Act requirements, 
the matching dollars, so that those 
communities and that gulf area will be 
able to recover. Just like Miami, just 
like your City of New York after 9/11, 
just like San Francisco had that waiv-
er, we made sure that those gulf states 
and also those Americans down there 
that were struggling, that their cities 
are able to come back and their par-
ishes are able to come back. 

I think it is also important for us to 
look at the tax cut that passed this 
floor today for 19 million middle-class 
Americans that were facing an AMT 
hike because every year Republicans 
have treated it as though it is some 
sort of new thing by borrowing the 
money. Now, today there was legisla-
tion that came over from the Senate 
that we ended up voting and paying for 
because we wanted to make sure that 
firefighters and everyday first respond-
ers and those that are teachers that 
fall within that AMT that we call it, 
alternative minimum tax, make sure 
that they don’t have to pay a higher 
tax. 

Personally, Madam Speaker, because 
so many times here on this floor we 
talk about balancing the budget, mak-
ing sure that we don’t borrow on the 
backs of our children, I am committed 
that we are going to work out a way 
that we can vote for something that is 
paid for and that we can make sure 
that we make it happen without shut-
ting the whole tax process down. I per-
sonally voted against paying for it 
with borrowed money, but I think that 

so many of my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle that voted for it, to borrow 
the money today because we are in a 
crisis situation, we are going to be fac-
ing tough votes in the future. As we 
borrow from China, as we borrow from 
these other nations that not nec-
essarily have our best interests at 
heart, I think it is important that we 
pay attention to that. 

We worked very hard, this is a part of 
this story, we are not quite there yet, 
on the whole SCHIP legislation, which 
is the health care for 10 million chil-
dren. We did reauthorize the existing 
program at the existing numbers so 
that we would not have crisis in the 
States where kids are depending on 
this health care. These are things that 
we have to do because we have to do 
them for now. But I can tell you, and I 
hope that the American people are pay-
ing very close attention, about the ef-
fort that this Congress has put forth, 
Mr. ALTMIRE, to make sure that we 
keep this government functional, that 
we try to run the government in a fis-
cal way, that we try to make sure that 
those that have been literally cut off 
from Federal assistance, that we are 
able to bring that assistance back to 
not only build States but also build 
communities and make sure that the 
U.S. taxpayers get what they deserve. 

b 1900 

A couple of other points. I think it is 
also important that we look at restor-
ing accountability, earmark lobbying, 
ethics reform. We have done all of that. 
It is all transparent and it is all there 
to make sure that integrity of the gov-
ernment is here. And we passed the 
pay-as-you-go rule that was adopted. 

A number of other initiatives have 
passed this floor, and more rollcall 
votes have been taken in this first ses-
sion of Congress. So really what we 
have done as Democrats and especially, 
Madam Speaker, you and Mr. ALTMIRE 
and others who have joined this Con-
gress in this session, should be very 
proud going back home talking about 
the new day and the new direction that 
you ran for, that you played a role in 
moving this Congress into a new direc-
tion, and that is what we have done. 

Mr. ALTMIRE. I appreciate the gen-
tleman from Florida taking the lead in 
putting this hour together tonight. 

Starting tomorrow, I am going to go 
around my district and talk about 
what we have done in this Congress. 
For me, this is an exciting time. As a 
freshman Member of Congress wrap-
ping up our first year, the gentleman is 
correct, we have some enormous 
achievements to talk about. Right 
from the very first day, something that 
we talked about last night, we did re-
form of the ethics process here in the 
House of Representatives, including 
PAYGO budget scoring. PAYGO is 
something that business owners across 
the country know, and every person 
that runs their household knows. It is 
what you do with your own home 
checkbook. You have to have money on 

one side of the equation to spend it on 
the other. If you want to decrease reve-
nues or increase spending, you have to 
have an offset. That is something that 
we did on the very first day. 

That used to be the case in the House 
of Representatives. It was put into 
place in 1990, as the gentleman cer-
tainly knows. It led to the record sur-
pluses of the 1990s when we had four 
consecutive budget surpluses following 
the all-time record deficits of the 1980s. 

Unfortunately, when this administra-
tion took office in 2001, they did away 
with PAYGO and the Republican Con-
gress at that time agreed that PAYGO 
shouldn’t be expanded and reauthor-
ized. And as a result, we now have had 
seven consecutive budget deficits, defi-
cits that are forecast as far as the eye 
can see. 

The most troubling part of those 
deficits is when we are borrowing 
against our children and grandchildren, 
putting our increased spending on the 
credit card and letting them take care 
of it later, the most troubling part is 
who is holding this debt that we are 
creating. And the gentleman from 
Florida was very articulate when he 
talked about the foreign-held debt and 
that this administration in the first 6 
years added more foreign-held debt to 
this country than his 42 predecessors 
combined in 230 years. 

So we have an administration that 
has no standing to lecture us, this new 
Congress, on fiscal responsibility com-
ing as the all-time highest spending ad-
ministration and record deficits. 

So what we did on the very first day 
was put in place PAYGO budget scor-
ing. We took a vote today, our last day, 
on the alternative minimum tax. And a 
lot of Members on the other side of the 
aisle talked about the fact that this is 
the first bill of this new Congress that 
did not comply with PAYGO scoring 
because we had to lower taxes for 23 
million Americans because those are 
Americans that would have seen an in-
crease in their taxes had this Congress 
not taken clear and decisive action 
today. 

And we did it. One of the things 
about this job which I am finding out 
as a new freshman, and the gentleman 
from Florida and the gentleman from 
Ohio have known for a long time, you 
have to make tough choices. One of the 
choices we had to make today was the 
Senate sent us a bill that I wasn’t en-
tirely happy with. I didn’t like the fact 
that the other body made a decision 
not to comply with pay-as-you-go. I 
had a choice to make, and I chose to 
lower taxes for 23 million Americans, 
70,000 in the district in western Penn-
sylvania that I represent. 

Now we will have to pay for that in 
the future, and hopefully we will do 
that as one of the first orders of busi-
ness when we come back after the holi-
day break. But I am proud of the ac-
complishments of this Congress. I am 
proud of the fact that we can go home 
and talk about raising the minimum 
wage for the first time in 10 years. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 06:03 Dec 20, 2007 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00098 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K19DE7.150 H19DEPT1hm
oo

re
 o

n 
P

R
O

D
P

C
68

 w
ith

 H
M

H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H16935 December 19, 2007 
Is there any other segment of our so-

ciety that can say that they haven’t 
seen even a cost-of-living adjustment, 
even a minor increase in their pay in 
the last 10 years? I don’t think there is. 
So, for the first, time we raised the 
minimum wage. 

We have an energy bill to talk about. 
The first time in 30 years that we have 
increased the mileage standards, the 
average mile-per-gallon standards of 
the fleet serving this country, foreign 
and domestic automobiles. That is a 
major accomplishment. Something 
that hasn’t been done in three decades. 

We can talk about these accomplish-
ments, and I want to yield some time 
to the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. RYAN) 
because I know he is chomping at the 
bit to talk about his experiences this 
past year. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I appreciate the 
gentleman giving me an opportunity to 
share a few words. I think yourself and 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
MEEK), my good friend, and other Mem-
bers of this body agree, it has been a 
long year. It has been a long slog, and 
I think there have been in many ways 
a very complicated political scenario 
where in some instances where we are 
trying to pass children’s health care, 
we have 80 votes in the Senate, enough 
to override a Presidential veto, but a 
rabid group in the House would back 
the President’s veto and not allow us 
to override. 

Some of our Republican friends were 
standing in the way of us getting 
SCHIP. My point is it is a very com-
plicated political situation. I think 
within that context we have a tremen-
dous amount of success. I think that as 
these bills begin to hit and get signed 
into law and the investments are made, 
I think the American people will begin 
to realize there has been a change in 
the direction of the country. 

Believe me, we are nowhere near 
where any of us want to be. Nobody is 
happy, but we are satisfied to some ex-
tent that a lot of the programs that we 
have pushed forth will be signed into 
law, and have already in some in-
stances been signed into law. 

And those people who are in our con-
gressional districts who are feeling the 
anxiety of globalization, of trade, of 
the economy, of the squeeze that is 
being placed on the middle class, I 
think we will see next year, if they are 
trying to put their kids through col-
lege and they go to take out a loan, 
and they recognize that last year when 
they took out the loan it was 6.8 per-
cent and next year it will be 3.4 percent 
for college, they will recognize that 
something happened there, that it was 
the Democratic-led Congress who al-
lowed that to happen. 

When they go and apply for a Pell 
Grant and there is a few more hundred 
dollars that they qualify for, a thou-
sand more over the next few years, 
those families will recognize that it 
was the Democratic-led Congress under 
Speaker PELOSI’s leadership that al-
lowed that to happen. 

When you are working for minimum 
wage, whether it is two or three jobs, 
trying to piece your family together, 
you will recognize it was the Demo-
crats who came in and made that hap-
pen. 

When you see the auto industry begin 
to transform because of the amount of 
pressure that was put on them, CAFE 
standards and some other issues that 
we were able to work out to allow the 
auto industry to move forward and 
make these investments, that is be-
cause of the Democratic-led Congress. 

Mr. ALTMIRE. On the subject of in-
vestments, that is something that had 
not been done in this Congress. We 
talked about the 6 years prior to the 
new Democratic Congress taking over, 
one of the things that had been unre-
solved was a water resources develop-
ment bill, which is the critical infra-
structure needs across this country, 
the most obvious of which is the gulf 
coast in Louisiana and Mississippi, 
what happened with Hurricane Katrina 
and the unmet investment since that 
time. 

But all across this country, including 
in my district, we had severe flooding 
in western Pennsylvania in 2004 and 
again this summer. And we continue to 
have this discussion, and I am sure you 
have the same thing in Florida, that 
after the fact we come in and say, Why 
wasn’t something done to prevent this? 
Why didn’t we improve, in the case of 
western Pennsylvania, the locks and 
dams and the critical infrastructure 
that needs to be done to prevent the 
floods? Why didn’t we bring in the 
Corps of Engineers and do the research 
and do the construction necessary to 
prevent the disaster from happening in 
the first place? 

Well, that hadn’t been done. The 
water resources development bill, 
WRDA, the WRDA bill hadn’t been 
done. In 2-year increments, it is sup-
posed to be reauthorized. They hadn’t 
done it in 7. 

So what did we do when we came into 
this new Congress? We made the dif-
ficult decisions and did the water re-
sources bill. And as a result, $90 mil-
lion in infrastructure investment is 
going to go into western Pennsylvania 
and fix this problem that I discussed in 
my district. 

I know there is money going into the 
Florida districts that Mr. MEEK and 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ represent, 
and I am sure Mr. RYAN has some need 
in his district. 

But the critical investment in infra-
structure is something that had been 
ignored for so long in this country. We 
are dealing with it. We made the dif-
ficult decisions and passed the bill, and 
we overrode the President’s veto on it. 

I do hear in my district frustration: 
Why aren’t you taking on the Presi-
dent and why don’t you do more to 
overturn his decisions? Well, we have 
divided government, and under the 
Constitution, in many cases the Presi-
dent, the executive, has the upper 
hand, especially in foreign policy. 

He has vetoed a number of things. He 
has vetoed the children’s health bill 
twice. Unfortunately, we lack the votes 
by a small margin to override those ve-
toes. He vetoed some of our appropria-
tions bills. Multiple vetoes that we 
have come close to overriding on. 

On the water resources bill, over-
whelming bipartisan support to do the 
critical infrastructure investment that 
will prevent the flooding and that will 
prevent disasters in this country. I am 
proud of that accomplishment. That is 
something that hadn’t been done. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. I just want to 
let you know, it ain’t over yet. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. It ain’t over yet. 
Mr. MEEK of Florida. We have a lot 

more work to do, and we are moni-
toring all of the things that we have to 
do and those that were not accom-
plished—— 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. We are going to 
plow through them. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. We are going 
to plow through them and make sure 
that all of this happens. We are going 
to know those bills that made it 
through the process. We are going to 
know that those bills that made it 
halfway through the process. We are 
going to understand the pieces of legis-
lation that misbehaved along the way, 
and we are going to make sure that we 
get it right. 

I want to say something before the 
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ) says something. 
We are going back to our neighboring 
districts down in Florida. I hate to talk 
about it in front of all of my good 
friends in the Clerk’s Office about Flor-
ida and the sun and all of those things, 
but I want you to pay attention. You 
have to look at one another and pay at-
tention to what is happening here. 

This is the last night of Congress of 
the first session. The 30-Something 
Working Group is going to get an op-
portunity to adjourn the House for the 
year. We are all in the majority. We all 
serve on substantial committees. We 
all have families to go home to and do 
the things that we have to do. But we 
care enough, Madam Speaker, the com-
mitment that we made to the Amer-
ican people that we were going to do 
what we said we were going to do, and 
we want to make sure that Independ-
ents, Republicans, Democrats, new vot-
ers, those thinking about voting, know 
that we have their back. 

We don’t have to be here tonight. 
That is the reason we are going to fin-
ish at 7:30. These people have commit-
ments, too, and are ready to go home. 
But we are going to make sure that 
this goes into the RECORD so when the 
historians look at this time in this 
first session and all of the things that 
we tried to do to balance the budget 
and do all the things that we told them 
we would do in this first session, that 
we meant it and we held our own feet 
to the fire on this issue. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Thank 

you, so much, Mr. MEEK and Mr. RYAN 
and Mr. ALTMIRE. 
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Let me tell you something else that 

we are laying down our marker on. We 
are not going away. The obstructionist 
Republicans might think that they 
have our number and that they have 
been able to block the efforts of this 
Democratic majority in trying to move 
this country in a new direction, but 
they will be sadly mistaken as we 
gradually turn this ship of State 
around. It takes a long time to turn a 
cruise ship around, something that is 
the size of this government, and it 
takes a long time to undo the horren-
dous damage that was done to this 
country during the 12 years of Repub-
lican majority in this Congress. 

We slowly have been peeling the film 
of the culture of corruption that hung 
over this Capitol before we took the 
majority back. 

b 1915 

We have feverishly worked to move 
this country in a new direction to ex-
pand access to health care, to make 
sure that we put our domestic prior-
ities on the front burner. Now, we 
might have done that within the Presi-
dent’s number, and that’s essentially 
not what we wanted to do. What we 
wanted to do is make sure we weren’t 
spending 10 times more in Iraq to con-
tinue this war than we were to increase 
the funding for health care and for edu-
cation and for veterans health care 
funding. That’s why, within the Presi-
dent’s overall budget number, we reor-
dered our priorities. We made sure that 
instead of cutting NIH funding grants 
and cutting health care, that we in-
creased funding for the NIH grants. We 
made sure that we provide access to 
health care instead of cutting it by $595 
million, that we increased it so that we 
could expand access to health care to 
more people. We made sure that in-
stead of cutting veterans health care 
benefits we passed still the largest sin-
gle increase in the history of the VA, a 
$3.7 billion increase. 

We have a Democratic stamp on this 
budget. We passed a budget that has 
our priorities, the American people’s 
priorities, and refocuses attention on 
the domestic needs that we have in this 
country, and we will be back after this 
recess and make sure that we are going 
to focus on the needs of the American 
people. 

I’ll be happy to yield to my friend 
Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I think you make 

some great points because, you know, 
we have the veterans piece, the edu-
cation piece, but I think you touched 
upon something when you started talk-
ing about the NIH and the energy re-
search and investment that we’re mak-
ing in alternative energy. What we’re 
trying to do, people are struggling. You 
know, people in our districts are won-
dering, especially in the Midwest in the 
manufacturing areas, what are we 
going to do? And what we’re trying to 
do, I mean, you can’t just give a job 
and the government hires everybody. 
But what we’re trying to do, which I 
think Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ has 

said, make these strategic investments 
in alternative energy, green-collar 
jobs, solar panels, I mean there’s a lot 
of opportunity here. And in the health 
care field, the more research we do in 
the health care field the better off 
we’re going to be, the more efficient 
the system, the more medical devices, 
the more research our scientists can 
do. There’s a lot of opportunity here. 
So not only are we trying to raise the 
minimum wage, increase access to edu-
cation, make sure our veterans are 
taken care of, which are all substantial 
accomplishments but, at the same 
time, make these long-term invest-
ments, where we’re prying open dif-
ferent sectors of the economy. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. If the 
gentleman would yield on the energy 
issue, specifically, we’re trying to 
make sure we expand our investment 
in alternative energy research, that we 
use renewable energy resources, that 
we make sure that we reduce the car-
bon footprint that we have here in 
America, that we really significantly 
impact the continuing global warming 
that we have. 

And do you know what our good 
friends on the other side of the aisle, 
Mr. ALTMIRE, have been trying to pre-
serve? They’ve been trying to preserve 
subsidies for the big oil industry. 
That’s the thing that we were not able 
to get done because the Republicans in 
the Senate and here blocked making 
sure that we could repeal $13 billion in 
subsidies for Big Oil, the most profit-
able industry in America. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Will the gentle-
woman yield? 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. I’m 
happy to yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. We are moving in 
a new direction. We pushed and pushed 
and pushed with this AMT to get it 
paid for—$50 billion. And what we were 
going to do is close down loopholes 
where hedge fund owners and hedge 
fund operators are putting money off-
shore and basically hiding it. And the 
Democratic Party, Speaker PELOSI, our 
Blue Dogs united, liberals, Democrats, 
conservatives, all of us united saying 
pay for this. If not, the tax is going to 
tax people making 50, $75,000 in New 
Castle and Scranton, PA and Youngs-
town and Florida, so we wanted to pay 
for it. 

The Republican Party opposed us 
paying for this by going after hedge 
fund managers period. You can read all 
the articles. Read all the analysis of 
what happened here. 

So they sided, Madam Speaker, with 
hedge fund managers who are making 
billions of dollars a year. 

Then we tried to repeal some of the 
issues dealing with the oil companies 
and making sure they’re paying their 
fair share. The most profitable indus-
try in the country is getting sub-
sidized. And we’re saying, no. We need 
to take some of that money and we 
need to invest this in alternative en-
ergy. 

Again, in the Senate the Republicans 
stood strong to make sure that that did 

not happen. So in two instances, 
whether it was with hedge funds man-
agers or with the oil companies, we 
were trying to make sure we brought 
some equity into the system and paid 
for making sure that our middle class 
doesn’t get a tax increase. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. If 
you’d yield for a question. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I’ll be happy to 
yield. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. So in 
the time that I have been involved in 
public service, which is over 15 years 
now, the mantra of our good friends on 
the other side of the aisle has always 
been that they are the party of less 
government, and that they are the 
party of fiscal responsibility. And in 
recent history, and in long-term his-
tory, my understanding is that it’s this 
President that built up more foreign 
debt than all 42 previous Presidents 
combined, and this President that took 
us from a $3 billion surplus to a $5 bil-
lion deficit, in his first term, 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Trillion. 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Excuse 

me. Trillion. Forgive me. Trillion dol-
lars. And so who, the question that I 
have for you is, so which party is the 
party of fiscal responsibility? Which 
party can be trusted to make sure that 
we have a vibrant economy, that we 
create jobs, that we don’t operate in a 
deficit situation and that we have 
PAYGO rules that ensure that we don’t 
spend more money than we take in? 
Which one would that be? 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. That would be the 
Democratic party. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Okay. 
I wasn’t quite certain because if you 
listen to the rhetoric on the other side 
of the aisle, they talk a good game. But 
when it comes to action, backing up 
the words with action, just like when 
the President stood in that rostrum a 
couple of years ago and laid out the no-
tion that we should end America’s ad-
diction to foreign oil, but then prompt-
ly pushed an energy bill through the 
then Republican Congress that gave 
away those $14 billion in subsidies to 
the oil industry that we’re now trying 
to repeal. That was just unbelievable. 
And I can’t use certain words that I 
think should be applicable to that situ-
ation because it violates the House 
rules, so I won’t. But I think we all 
know what the definition of saying 
something and doing another actually 
is. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. And this is all 
about, you know, borrowing of the 
money. And as the gentlelady from 
Florida said, I think everyone at some 
point has mentioned it here tonight, $3 
trillion in the last 6 years borrowed 
from foreign interests, raised the debt 
limit five times, borrowing from China 
and Japan. And my nephew, little 
Nicky Ryan, who’s, you know, 2 years 
old is saying to us, what are you doing? 
Uncle Timmy, what are you doing? 

We’re passing it down, passing it on. 
Someone’s got to pay this bill. And it’s 
your kids and your kids and Kendrick’s 
kids who have to do it. 
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I yield to my friend. 
Mr. ALTMIRE. If I could tie this all 

together, what we’re talking about 
with pay-as-you-go, and the gentle-
woman talks about the energy bill. 
And the gentleman from Ohio talked 
about the College Cost Reduction Act 
dealing with student loans. Let’s tie 
this together. What does it mean to 
pay as you go, to pay for what you’re 
doing? Well, with the College Cost Re-
duction Act we did things that are 
going to substantially improve the 
lives of middle-class Americans all 
across this country. They’re going to 
make a real difference for families in 
America. We cut in half the interest 
rates on student loans from 6.8 percent 
to 3.4 percent, which, by itself, if we 
did nothing else, would save the aver-
age student on student loans in this 
country over $4,400 over the lifetime of 
their loan. But we didn’t just stop 
there. We increased Pell Grants, the 
staple of student support in this coun-
try, to $5,400, the largest increase in 
the history of that program. And we 
capped at 15 percent of discretionary 
income the amount that the borrower, 
after they graduate, would be required 
to be burdened with debt to repay their 
student loan. These are things that are 
going to make a big difference. But 
they cost money. It had a $20 billion 
price tag, which is a substantial 
amount of money. And unlike previous 
Congresses, instead of charging it to 
the credit card and saying, Nicky 
Ryan, you’re going to have to pay for 
this in 30 or 40 years, for the rest of 
your life, this is something that you, 
as an individual, we’re going to take 
the initiative as a Congress and we’re 
going to pay for this up front. And 
what did we do? We went to the big 
banks and the lenders who’ve turned a 
hefty profit on the backs of students 
and parents in this country for years 
and have done quite well with these 
student loan programs and we’ve said 
it’s time to pay your fair share. And we 
took the subsidies from the big banks 
and the lenders and redirected every 
penny of them into the student loan 
programs to help students and parents 
in this country. 

Similarly, with the energy bill, we 
had the $14 billion subsidies that were 
going to the big oil and gas industry at 
a time when they were making all-time 
record profits. They’re doing quite 
well. I don’t think anybody can argue 
that the oil and gas industry is suf-
fering right now. They’re doing very 
well. 

So we said, we’re going to take away 
those subsidies at this time when 
you’re making all-time record profits. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Also known as 
corporate welfare. 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Thank you. And we’re 
going to redirect that $14 billion into 
research and development of alter-
native fuels, alternative energy, which 
gets us off of the foreign oil which is 
what the President talked about doing. 
It lessens our dependence on foreign 
oil, and it helps the environment by 

having clean-burning fuels and renew-
able energy, all of those things that ev-
erybody talks about, and we paid for it; 
$14 billion directly paid for by those 
subsidies. 

Now, in the other body, unfortu-
nately, we fell one vote short. They 
had 59 votes. That’s much more than a 
majority, but the rules are a little bit 
different in the other body, and they 
need 60 votes now to move on legisla-
tion, which is a subject for another 
day, the fact that that rule is there. 

But the point is, that’s what it means 
to pay as you go. We’re doing very good 
things. When they cost money, unlike 
previous Congresses, we’re paying for it 
up front in a budget neutral way. 

So I will yield back to the gentle-
woman from Florida. And I think the 
gentleman from Florida, who controls 
the time, is looking to wrap up here 
shortly. Is that correct? 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. I know we have 
time, but I made a commitment to the 
people that are nice to us here in the 
Chamber that they will be getting to 
be reunited with their families pretty 
soon. So I guess we can kind of make 
our closing comments, or what have 
you. We said 35 minutes. We have until, 
maybe until at least 35 after, so don’t 
feel rushed. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. In my 
wrap-up remarks, first of all, I want to 
thank each of you that are parts of the 
30-Something Working Group, and Mr. 
MURPHY, who headed home to his fam-
ily this evening, for continuing to hang 
in here and coming out. We certainly 
could have disbanded the 30-Something 
Working Group, Mr. RYAN. We could 
have said, you know, our work here is 
done. We won the majority and now we 
can just, you know, go make good pol-
icy and go home. But it’s clear that our 
work is far from done. We have a lot 
left to do on the agenda. We have to 
make sure that we deal with expanding 
access to health care, that we continue 
to push for the remaining provisions of 
the energy bill that we were not able to 
get included. We have to make sure 
that we focus on bringing our troops 
home. And people need to understand 
that we’re not, we’re going to be re-
lentless in continuing to try to make 
sure we do that. 

People should understand that the 
vote tonight did not pass with, the vote 
on the funding for the war in Iraq did 
not pass with a majority of Democratic 
votes. It passed with a majority of the 
Republican votes. This is this Presi-
dent’s war and this is the Republicans’ 
war, and it will continue to be their 
war. They are the ones that are leaving 
our troops twisting in the wind with 
their families being separated from 
them with repeated, over-the-top tours 
of duty, three and four times over 
there, having more than a year, less 
than a year between tours of duty. 

We’ve got to make sure that we 
think about our troops and focus on 
the fact that it is clear now, even with 
the reduction in violence, Mr. RYAN, 
that the Iraqi leadership has made no 

progress. And they’ve made no progress 
because they don’t need to because 
they know right now with the message 
that this President is sending that 
we’re going to be there as long as they 
need us. There’s no pressure, no incen-
tive, and we need the American people 
to understand that we will continue to 
come out here; we will continue to talk 
about the priorities that they care 
about. And now that we’re in the ma-
jority we’re going to continue to press 
to adopt those priorities and shame the 
Republicans on the other side of the 
aisle every single day until we get dan-
gerously close to this election and we 
put some fear in their hearts so that 
they don’t continue to stick with this 
President who is completely wrong on 
the priorities that the American people 
care about. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I think what 
we’ve done, and I think what the 
Speaker has done and STENY HOYER 
and JIM CLYBURN and JOHN LARSON and 
our leadership team have done over the 
past year is, you know, we’ve heard for 
a decade about family values. And I 
think what has happened here is our 
legislation has embodied what families 
need, the minimum wage community 
health clinics, education funding. We, I 
think, have spoken through our actions 
here, and I think that’s very impor-
tant. 

b 1930 
In addition to that, when we talk 

about staying out here and continuing 
the message side of this, part of poli-
tics is to communicate with the Amer-
ican people. But what’s important is 
anyone who’s watching this debate, 
we’re telling you our side, they are 
saying their side, and there are the 
facts, and the American people get to 
listen. 

We wanted to make sure that the 
hedge fund managers were not hiding 
money in offshore accounts. That was 
something we ran on, and we tried to 
do it and continue, but we don’t have a 
big enough majority now to handle 
some of these in the Senate and here. 

We were the ones who wanted to pull 
the corporate subsidies. We were the 
ones who actually succeeded in the 
education and the health care and the 
energy and all these other issues, not 
nearly again as far as we wanted to go. 
But for us to come out here and con-
tinue to pitch our accomplishments, 
what we’ve done, what we’re going to 
continue to do, the fact that we’re not 
happy, there are still jobs leaving 
many communities across our country 
that need that growth, that investment 
in alternative energies, that’s what we 
are trying to do, trying to accomplish. 

We’re not satisfied. So to the people 
back home listening to us, we’re not 
satisfied. We’re not done. We’re going 
to continue the good fight. 

And so I’d just like to say to every-
one here, thank you. Happy holidays. 
Merry Christmas. Happy Hanukkah. 
Happy Kwanzaa. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Happy 
New Year. 
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Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Happy New Year. 
Mr. ALTMIRE. I just want to say 

very quickly, Mr. MURPHY’s not here, 
our fifth partner here, but the three, 
the gentlewoman from Florida, the 
gentleman from Ohio, the other gen-
tleman from Florida have done a mag-
nificent job over the years of carrying 
the 30-Somethings and getting the mes-
sage out at a time when it was very dif-
ficult to do so. 

And now, luckily, times have 
changed, and now the Democrats are in 
the majority, and it’s a little bit easier 
to control the agenda and talk about 
issues and move forward. 

I just want to say what an honor it is 
for me to have been a part of the 30- 
Something Working Group, and I know 
Mr. MURPHY would say the same, that 
we were very familiar with the group 
and had seen you in action for many 
years, but as we are now the last group 
to speak on the last day of the first 
session of the 110th Congress, I didn’t 
want to let the moment go by and say 
it’s great for me. 

And I love especially the geographic 
diversity that we have where Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ and Mr. MEEK 
have their districts next to each other 
in south Florida and Mr. RYAN and my-
self have our districts next to each 
other on the Ohio-Pennsylvania border. 
So we have fun with that from time to 
time for sports analogies and weather 
and so forth, but it really is an honor 
for me to be here, the same media mar-
ket. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I have about five 
funny jokes that are in my head right 
now that I want to say, but I’m going 
to pass on all five. 

Mr. ALTMIRE. I’ve heard all five. 
Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I think on behalf 

of us, I think we’re very lucky. We had 
a great freshman class that has had a 
tremendous impact. 

Mr. ALTMIRE, I know, has passed a 
couple of pieces of legislation through 
the Small Business Committee that 
has really, I think, redefined what gov-
ernment investment and what the 
Small Business Administration needs 
to do, angel investor funds, venture 
capital funds, to invest in these new 
start-up communities. So communities 
like ours who are trying to convert 
from manufacturing, advanced manu-
facturing, from manufacturing in auto 
and steel and rubber to some kind of 
high-tech business, we now have an 
SBA bill that would allow those young 
companies to get venture capital 
money that would match. I mean, just 
a lot of innovative things. 

I don’t want to get into the details, 
but we want to say thank you because 
you guys have all been great: ZACK 
SPACE, JASON ALTMIRE, CHRIS MURPHY, 
PATRICK MURPHY, ARCURI, the sheriff. 
We have a lot of great people. And 
YVETTE CLARKE from Brooklyn, New 
York, has been phenomenal. We’ve got 
a great class. So, thank you, thank 
you. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Before 
you close out, I don’t know if you guys 

did this last night, but we do need to 
congratulate in absentia Mr. MURPHY 
on his marriage, because he got mar-
ried a couple of months ago and, you 
know, he is going to look forward to 
spending some quality time with his 
new bride, and so we wish him and his 
new wife very well. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Well, we gave a 
lot of shout-outs to folks last night on 
how much we appreciate all of the staff 
and everyone that has made the 30- 
Something Working Group possible: 
our good friends from the Clerk’s office 
who have been watching us for the last 
5 years, also Mr. Michael here. I don’t 
want to give out last names because 
Mr. Tom, you know, and others that 
help us. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. They 
get spammed. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Yes, all kind of 
stuff. These guys are rock stars. 

But I just want to say in closing that 
what we do here is very serious work, 
but we do bring kind of a human ele-
ment to it. I’m glad that we do, be-
cause Americans understand what we 
are talking about. Members understand 
what we’re talking about. And Madam 
Speaker, I mean, it’s really a high 
honor for me to yield back this time, 
but I would also like for your freshman 
class brother, Mr. ALTMIRE, to close 
our first session officially. 

f 

HOUSE BILLS AND JOINT RESOLU-
TIONS APPROVED BY THE PRESI-
DENT 
The President notified the Clerk of 

the House that on the following dates 
he had approved and signed bills and 
joint resolutions of the following titles: 

August 1, 2007: 
H.J. Res. 44. An act approving the renewal 

of import restrictions contained in the Bur-
mese Freedom and Democracy Act of 2003, 
and for other purposes. 

August 3, 2007: 
H.R. 1. An act to provide for the implemen-

tation of the recommendations of the Na-
tional Commission on Terrorist Attacks 
Upon the United States. 

August 3, 2007: 
H.R. 2429. An act to amend title XVIII of 

the Social Security Act to provide an excep-
tion to the 60-day limit on Medicare recip-
rocal billing arrangements between two phy-
sicians during the period in which one of the 
physicians is ordered to active duty as a 
member of a reserve component of the 
Armed Forces. 

August 6, 2007: 
H.R. 3311. An act to authorize additional 

funds for emergency repairs and reconstruc-
tion of the Interstate I–35 bridge located in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, that collapsed on 
August 1, 2007, to waive the $100,000,000 limi-
tation on emergency relief funds for those 
emergency repairs and reconstruction, and 
for other purposes. 

August 8, 2007: 
H.R. 3206. An act to provide for an addi-

tional temporary extension of programs 
under the Small Business Act and the Small 
Business Investment Act of 1958 through De-
cember 15, 2007, and for other purposes. 

August 9, 2007: 
H.R. 1260. An act to designate the facility 

of the United States Postal Service located 
at 6301 Highway 58 in Harrison, Tennessee, as 
the ‘‘Claude Ramsey Post Office’’. 

H.R. 1335. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 508 East Main Street in Seneca, South 
Carolina, as the ‘‘S/Sgt Lewis G. Watkins 
Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 1384. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 118 Minner Avenue in Bakersfield, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Buck Owens Post Office’’. 

H.R. 1425. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 4551 East 52nd Street in Odessa, Texas, as 
the ‘‘Staff Sergeant Marvin ‘Rex’ Young 
Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 1434. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 896 Pittsburgh Street in Springdale, Penn-
sylvania, as the ‘‘Rachel Carson Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 1617. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 561 Kingsland Avenue in University City, 
Missouri, as the ‘‘Harriett F. Woods Post Of-
fice Building’’. 

H.R. 1722. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 601 Banyan Trail in Boca Raton, Florida, 
as the ‘‘Leonard W. Herman Post Office’’. 

H.R. 2025. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 11033 South State Street in Chicago, Illi-
nois, as the ‘‘Willye B. White Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 2077. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 20805 State Route 125 in Blue Creek, Ohio, 
as the ‘‘George B. Lewis Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

H.R. 2078. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 14536 State Route 136 in Cherry Fork, 
Ohio, as the ‘‘Staff Sergeant Omer ‘O.T.’ 
Hawkins Post Office’’. 

H.R. 2127. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 408 West 6th Street in Chelsea, Oklahoma, 
as the ‘‘Clem Rogers McSpadden Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 2309. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 3916 Milgen Road in Columbus, Georgia, as 
the ‘‘Frank G. Lumpkin, Jr. Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 2563. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 309 East Linn Street in Marshalltown, 
Iowa, as the ‘‘Major Scott Nisely Post Of-
fice’’. 

H.R. 2570. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 301 Boardwalk Drive in Fort Collins, Colo-
rado, as the ‘‘Dr. Karl E. Carson Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 2688. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 103 South Getty Street in Uvalde, Texas, 
as the ‘‘Dolph Briscoe, Jr. Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

August 9, 2007: 
H.R. 2272. An act to invest in innovation 

through research and development, and to 
improve the competitiveness of the United 
States. 

August 13, 2007: 
H.R. 2863. An act to authorize the Coquille 

Indian Tribe of the State of Oregon to con-
vey land and interests in land owned by the 
Tribe. 

H.R. 2952. An act to authorize the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribe of Indians of the State of 
Michigan to convey land and interests in 
land owned by the Tribe. 

H.R. 3006. An act to improve the use of a 
grant of a parcel of land to the State of 
Idaho for use as an agricultural college, and 
for other purposes. 

September 20, 2007: 
H.R. 2358. An act to require the Secretary 

of the Treasury to mint and issue coins in 
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