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tleman from Connecticut (Mr. LARSON) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, let me join and thank my col-
league and classmate STEPHANIE TUBBS 
JONES for organizing this tribute to 
JULIA CARSON. 

President Kennedy was fond of say-
ing that communities reveal an awful 
lot about themselves in the memorials 
they create and in the people that they 
honor. This evening my colleagues, led 
by STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES and the 
Speaker of the House, the majority 
leader, and the delegation from Indiana 
have stood tall in honoring the mem-
ory of JULIA CARSON. 

Memory is what distinguishes us 
from every other creature on the face 
of the Earth. It’s humbling listening to 
the reminiscing that took place this 
evening. 

We have lost a number of people 
since I have been in Congress, wonder-
ful, remarkable, dedicated citizens to 
this great country of ours. JULIA 
brought that warmth and dignity to 
this office. It was an honor to be with 
her and know her. 

I often think at services such as this 
it’s a shame she wasn’t here to hear us 
all talk about her, and for those of us 
in this body who didn’t get the oppor-
tunity to say good-bye, it’s principally 
the ability to reminisce and the memo-
ries that so many of our colleagues 
have brought to this floor that make 
her come to life and live on. Not in me-
morials, though I am sure memorials 
will be created. Not in buildings 
named, because I’m sure that those 
things will follow. But those memorials 
that mean the most are those that are 
principally carried in our hearts. And 
listening to BARON and STEVE talk ear-
lier and all the Members who spoke 
here, what a rich, rich life. What a 
wonderful person. 

She has gone home to Indiana, but 
she will never leave us. God bless 
JULIA. God bless this country. I thank 
everyone here for the memorial that 
you created this evening. 

f 

JOY DIVINE: REMEMBERING THE 
LATE HON. JULIA CARSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
BALDWIN). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. RUSH) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, there 
have been many characterizations and 
descriptions of our departed colleague 
JULIA CARSON. But let me just tell you 
how I view JULIA CARSON. For me JULIA 
CARSON epitomized the Christian value 
of joy divine. Joy divine, the Bible 
calls it an unspeakable joy. It’s the 
kind of joy that the Congress, the 
world can’t give you and the world 
can’t take it away. This joy is based on 
your faith. JULIA CARSON had, in my 
estimation, joy divine because she un-
derstood the meaning of the Scripture 
when it states: ‘‘All things work to-
gether for good to those who love the 
Lord and those who are called accord-
ing to His purpose.’’ 

What is His purpose, one might ask? 
Well, He makes it pretty clear in the 
Old Testament. He says: ‘‘What do I re-
quire of thee, o man, but to love mercy, 
do justly, and walk humbly with your 
God?’’ 

Madam Speaker, JULIA CARSON had 
the joy divine. She epitomized it. She 
represented it. Because she knew that 
everything that we do, the things that 
we bind on Earth, we bind in heaven. 
And she was really not working for just 
her constituents, but she was, indeed, 
working for eternal life. And now she is 
at a better place in the heavens with 
her God. 

And I can just, in my own imagina-
tion, imagine JULIA when she got to 
heaven how the angels erupted in ap-
plause because of the work that she 
had done while she lived here on Earth. 

Madam Speaker, JULIA CARSON did 
something that was almost impossible 
in the few years that she served in this 
great House. She made this great 
House even greater because of her com-
mitment, her dedication, her resolve, 
her leadership, her insight, her compas-
sion, those things that make one great. 

Madam Speaker, I know that in heav-
en when she approached the throne of 
grace, when she approached the com-
pany of her Lord and Savior, I can hear 
the words spoken to her right now in 
the old way. I can hear her Lord and 
her master telling her: JULIA, servant, 
servant, well done. You did an extraor-
dinary job under ordinary conditions. 
Servant, well done. 

f 

HONORING THE LATE HON. JULIA 
CARSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. HILL) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, I think 
it’s a true testament to how people felt 
about JULIA CARSON based upon the 
fact that the hour has expired allotting 
time for her colleagues to get up here 
to say a few kind words about her and 
now we are in overtime and the hour is 
over and we still have colleagues on 
the House floor who want to take the 
time to eulogize our friend and col-
league JULIA CARSON. 

I have known JULIA for over 25 years. 
In this business of politics, you have 
friends and then you have allies. I can, 
with a great deal of assurance, tell my 
colleagues here that JULIA was a 
friend, not just an ally. She was that, 
too. But I came from a small town in 
southern Indiana to the Indiana legis-
lature back in 1982; and one of the first 
people I ever met was from the great 
city, the large city of Indianapolis, In-
diana: JULIA CARSON. And I will be hon-
est with you from the rural community 
and the kind of sheltered atmosphere 
of southern Indiana and small-town In-
diana, I, quite frankly, didn’t know 
how to take JULIA CARSON when I first 
met her. She was something else. But 
as the years went by and I had the time 
to serve with JULIA both in the legisla-

ture and now here in Congress, I had 
come to love JULIA CARSON, a true 
friend. Not just a colleague, but a true 
friend. 

We have all heard the stories about 
how she was revered in Indianapolis, 
Indiana. The Indianapolis Star was the 
newspaper there, and there was some 
friction between JULIA and the Indian-
apolis Star because the Indianapolis 
Star was basically a Republican-lean-
ing newspaper. So there were moments 
between the Indianapolis Star and 
JULIA. But just recently the headline in 
the Indianapolis Star, and it was a 
large headline, said: ‘‘A Warrior for In-
dianapolis.’’ And that’s exactly what 
she was. 

She was one of a kind. She had grace 
and she had flair, and she had a great 
sense of humor. She was a Hoosier to 
the core. She was the epitome of every-
thing that Indiana is. And we will miss 
her. 

I come to this microphone today with 
mixed emotions: sadness by the loss of 
JULIA, but also a sense of good memo-
ries that we have about JULIA CARSON. 
The one thread that all of us have been 
speaking about and I will speak about 
it too was JULIA was a champion, a 
champion for the downtrodden and the 
poor. She made no excuses that she was 
a liberal in the good sense of the word. 
She wanted to make life better for all 
Americans, not just a select few. 

JULIA, we’ll miss you. 
I do believe that when she walked 

into the pearly white gates, as Con-
gressman RUSH said, that the angels 
applauded. 

Well done, JULIA. We love you and we 
miss you. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF THE 
LATE HON. JULIA CARSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Love 
conquers all. And I rise today, Madam 
Speaker, to join the celebration, for al-
though we mourn, we celebrate the life 
of JULIA CARSON, and celebrate we 
must. 

I’m delighted to have listened to my 
colleagues in the Special Order led by 
Congresswoman STEPHANIE TUBBS 
JONES and to hear my friends and col-
leagues from Indiana. But for a mo-
ment I offer my sympathy to those of 
JULIA CARSON’s district, to the good 
people of Indianapolis, to the good peo-
ple of Indiana, and, yes, to the Amer-
ican people. For JULIA CARSON truly 
represented and will be remembered as 
an American hero. 

I believe that JULIA would not mind 
our recalling for our colleagues why 
she was so keenly committed to those 
who could not speak for themselves 
and could not help themselves. For 
JULIA CARSON’s history, by its very na-
ture, directed her into the fight for 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 00:32 Dec 28, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00166 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 J:\CRONLINE\2007BA~5\2007NE~2\H18DE7.REC H18DE7ba
jo

hn
so

n 
on

 P
R

O
D

1P
C

77
 w

ith
 C

O
N

G
-R

E
C

-O
N

LI
N

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H16811 December 18, 2007 
those who, like herself, grew up with 
very little, but yet could look to this 
great country and actually believe that 
they could achieve their dreams. For 
JULIA was born to a teenage mother, 
and that, from the time that she was 
born in the late 1930s, going into the 
early 1940s and World War II, was a 
struggle and an unsurmountable task 
in and of itself. They had to struggle 
together. JULIA CARSON herself raised 
two children as a divorcee. So first of 
all, she understood what a single par-
ent, a mother with two children, had to 
overcome to make sure that those chil-
dren saw in themselves and saw in her 
a future. 

It’s likely that she was already des-
tined for public service, and so by find-
ing Andy Jacobs, her finding him and 
as well his finding her, it was a match 
made in heaven. But she stopped along 
the wayside to give support and com-
fort to workers, United Auto Workers, 
and understood what it meant, a hard 
day’s work for a good day’s pay. So 
early on she was on the battlefield, and 
her time in respective legislative bod-
ies only spoke to her continued desire 
to serve. 

But I like something about JULIA and 
I like something about the description 
of her. And my good friend and col-
league from Indiana, Congressman 
HILL, just said a liberal in Indianapolis. 
I ask the question how you can walk 
around in Indiana and call yourself lib-
eral and be victorious. That was JULIA. 
Love conquers all, the love that she 
had for her people, but the love that 
they had for her stood largely to em-
brace her and surround her with armor 
against those who would try to do her 
political harm. 

I was fascinated in listening to the 
Congressmen speak of the vigil. Can 
you imagine people just gathering out 
of pain and joy, the pain of possibly 
losing Congresswoman CARSON, but 
also the joy of having her. Going to her 
house. Now, we are the people’s House. 
So Members of Congress are exposed 
and people know all about them. But 
can you imagine people feeling so com-
fortable that they would come to her 
block and just stand in silence or sing-
ing or praying or testifying just to say, 
We want to be near her. What a moving 
expression that must have been, and 
I’m so sorry that I missed it. But it was 
a showing of their own appreciation for 
her resilience, her astuteness, and her 
ability to be underestimated. 

I went to Indianapolis, and it was 
that first year, her reelection after her 
first term, Madam Speaker, and yes, 
they were all out. And it was the year 
of the targets, it was the year of im-
peachment here in this body, and peo-
ple were not feeling good, they were 
feeling ugly. And the right wing, as it 
could be defined, and I don’t say it in a 
partisan way, but the guys who were 
trying to get her in reelection came up 
with all kinds of things. Soft on crime, 
they accused her of, a number of issues 
that they thought would get her 
unelected. 

Well, I’ll tell you, she had a good his-
tory with the people of Indianapolis. In 
fact, she even had some conservatives 
supporting her. Why? Because she was 
truthful in her belief for social serv-
ices. But she also came up with the 
idea that welfare recipients should 
work for their benefits. I’m sure it was 
crafted around giving them hope and 
giving them goals and giving them the 
ability to believe that they could suc-
ceed, but she was applauded for that. 
And she was called a person who wres-
tled a problem to the ground. 

Madam Speaker, I close by simply 
saying that we have lost a warrior, a 
soldier on the battlefield, but tonight 
we celebrate her life. My sympathy to 
her family. And thank you, JULIA, for 
being our friend and my friend. 

f 

b 2000 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO HONORABLE 
JULIA CARSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
BALDWIN). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. CAPPS) is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I join 
my colleagues this evening in honoring 
the life of our dear friend, JULIA CAR-
SON. And I want to say a word in keep-
ing with the comments by our col-
league, our leader, JOHN LARSON from 
Connecticut, who spoke of the sacred-
ness, really, of this hour that we can 
spend with one another to lift up the 
life of a colleague such as JULIA CAR-
SON. 

JULIA entered Congress the same 
year as my husband, Walter, in 1996. 
And the reason I honor this time to-
gether is that I have a poignant mem-
ory. My husband died suddenly, and my 
daughter and I found ourselves on the 
floor here listening to his colleagues, 
now my colleagues, speak of his life. 
And it was a tradition that I wasn’t fa-
miliar with, but it touched me in a way 
that I know blesses the memory of 
those who have gone, who have served 
with us. And in this case, for someone 
as special as JULIA CARSON, it is a mo-
ment that this place becomes what it 
should be, and is treasured by me. 

Now, this Member of Congress be-
came my colleague, JULIA CARSON, 
when I joined Congress in 1998. One of 
the first events I attended as a Member 
was an event held by domestic violence 
advocates, a coalition, a national coali-
tion of the kind of grassroots organiza-
tions that I know JULIA CARSON rep-
resented in Indianapolis, but I also, in 
my previous life as a nurse in my com-
munity, knew very well at the commu-
nity level. I wasn’t as experienced 
when I came to Congress as JULIA was 
when she did. And I listened to her. We 
were kind of lined up, Members of Con-
gress, to address this coalition on do-
mestic violence. I could speak from my 
professional experience. But she spoke 
before me. And she dazzled that crowd 
because she spoke as a survivor and as 

someone who had experienced every 
single thing that they themselves were 
here in this Capitol to represent on be-
half of our community. She had broken 
the barriers that have entrapped so 
many Americans of color, Americans 
who are women. She knew how to fight 
for herself, for her children as a single 
mother, as a community member who 
knew what ceilings were like with 
class, gender, ethnicity, race, and she 
could relate that to people. 

On that day that I listened to JULIA 
as a brand new Member, I knew that I 
was in a very special crowd if it in-
cluded someone like JULIA CARSON. She 
knew how to take her experiences and 
become such a role model and strong 
advocate; civil rights, victims of do-
mestic violence. She improved the lives 
of countless individuals, and she did so 
by fixing things that were broken, but 
also by inspiring people to not give up. 

And then, as we moved along and as 
has been referenced, her style and her 
elegance, I used to love to see her here 
and to see her bearing and to see her 
fitting the word ‘‘queen’’ in every sense 
of that word. What a delight to serve 
with JULIA CARSON. And we saw her, as 
her illness began to show its effects on 
her body, never on her spirit, never on 
her soul, never once dampened her 
smile, her dazzling beautiful smile. 
And when I would see her moving slow-
ly, and then with assistance, even in a 
wheelchair, to come and move about, 
she never gave an indication of weak-
ness or that she was down. She was al-
ways up and inspiring me when I would 
see her. I wanted to spend time with 
her. 

This was a tough time for her. She 
never let us know it. She kept fighting 
for all of the issues she cared so much 
about. And now I want to just close by 
saying, you know, JULIA, we owe you 
to continue the legacy that you began. 

I think of JULIA’s suffering with lung 
cancer. And I think about the fact that 
three of her colleagues, four, now, of 
our colleagues this year have died of 
cancer from this place. And JULIA, I 
make a pledge to you and to the others 
that we need to not rest. We need to 
follow your courage and your endur-
ance and not rest until we do some-
thing about this dreaded disease, and 
do something here, and do it in your 
memory, and do some other things in 
your memory as well. And so, I make 
that pledge to you, JULIA. 

And I also join my colleagues in re-
membering you forever for your wit, 
your elegance, your perseverance, and 
of course always, JULIA, your smile. I 
will always love you and treasure your 
memory. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO HON. JULIA 
CARSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. CORRINE 
BROWN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 
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