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Indian food and recitals featuring classical 
Indian dances. 

Family members say it took years to earn 
the trust of the community, but once they 
did, the practice quickly grew. Some local 
doctors who once viewed the Shahs as com-
petition eventually joined the practice. 

Each time the nearby Patuxent River 
Naval Base added employees, the practice re-
ceived a wave of patients. The practice’s of-
fices, where employees had once been asked 
to park in front so business would appear 
brisk, were soon overflowing. 

In 1995, V.K. Shah found an empty lot on 
Route 235 in Hollywood. Two years later, he 
opened the Philip J. Bean Medical Center, 
dedicating it to a late local physician who he 
said ‘‘delivered half the county.’’ 

‘‘We said ‘Let’s name it after someone who 
means something to this community,’ ’’ Shah 
said. ‘‘I think people should feel good about 
this place—it should mean something to 
them.’’ 

But the facility that felt like a palace then 
is already too small, and the practice with 65 
physicians in 10 locations, is scrambling to 
recruit more doctors. ‘‘Demand is so high 
across the board,’’ said Shah, 66. ‘‘I can’t re-
tire.’’ 

Plans were announced last week for a 
32,000-square-foot addition to the medical 
center. The extra space will allow specialists 
from Georgetown University Hospital and 
Washington Hospital Center to practice 
there as part of a new partnership. 

Because Shah Associates provides so much 
of the medical care in the region, the part-
nership will allow the universities to study 
health patterns over generations, said Leslie 
Miller, head of the cardiac program at both 
hospitals. 

Shah Associates has compiled its patients’ 
medical records into a database that allows 
it to track the medical histories of families 
and look for early warning signs in younger 
generations. Such locally comprehensive 
databases might one day help researchers 
better understand such hereditary conditions 
as heart problems, he said. 

‘‘They are a model of the health care of the 
future,’’ Miller said. ‘‘These guys, on their 
own, using their own money, have put to-
gether this extraordinary system. . . . We 
want to extend what they have done.’’ 

But in many areas that are more rural 
than Southern Maryland, as in many inner 
cities, the gap between medical needs and re-
sources remains great, despite government 
efforts. 

In 1994, Congress made foreign doctors who 
train in the United States while holding a 
so-called J–1 visa eligible to apply for a 
green card if they practiced for at least three 
years in underserved areas. The program, 
which exempts J–1 holders from a required 
return home for two years after their train-
ing is complete, has placed thousands of doc-
tors in inner-city and rural communities, as 
well as in prisons. 

They continue to flood the United States 
with residency applications, but each year 
the program receives fewer applications and 
fills fewer spots. Last year, only 900 of the 
1,620 available waivers were issued. 

Rural health experts attribute much of 
that drop to the popularity of another visa, 
the H–1B, which allows U.S. companies to 
temporarily sponsor highly skilled foreign 
workers in such fields as medicine, architec-
ture and science. 

In 2000, to make more H–1B visas available 
for technology companies, Congress exempt-
ed research institutions and universities, in-
cluding their hospitals, from a cap on the 
hard-to-get visas. The popularity of the J–1 
waiver program plummeted, and the pipeline 
that once channeled doctors to underserved 
areas narrowed. 

Today, no medical facilities in Southern 
Maryland are eligible to sponsor physicians 
under the J–1 waiver program. A majority of 
the nearly 30 Maryland primary medical care 
centers designated as having a specialist 
shortage are in Baltimore. The District has 
13 sites, including the D.C. jail. Virginia has 
nearly 120, two of which are in the Wash-
ington area. 

With baby boomers beginning to retire, the 
American Medical Association says, the 
country could be short as many as 200,000 
doctors before 2020—a shortage that is ex-
pected to hurt already-underserved areas the 
most. 

V.K. Shah, who is also vice president of the 
American Association of Physicians of In-
dian Origin, said a shortage could be pre-
vented by drastically increasing the number 
of medical schools in the United Sates, rely-
ing more on nurses and nurse practitioners 
or by allowing more qualified international 
medical graduates to practice in the United 
States. 

But to practice, foreign doctors must first 
complete training in a U.S. residency pro-
gram, for which spots are scarce. Last year, 
46 percent of foreign applicants received 
residencies, compared with 93 percent of 
American graduates, according to the Na-
tional Resident Match Program, which fa-
cilitates the application process for more 
than 1,000 U.S. institutions. 

Each year, Shah Associates hosts a handful 
of graduates from foreign medical schools, 
encouraging them to seek opportunities be-
yond big cities. This summer, four recent 
graduates of Mumbai medical schools trav-
eled to Southern Maryland on tourist visas 
for an unpaid crash course in American med-
icine. 

The graduates watched as the Shahs 
cracked jokes with their patients, reassured 
them about upcoming operations and gently 
recommended diet changes. Mitesh Lotia, 24, 
one of the graduates, said that the one-on- 
one interaction held great appeal. 

‘‘In India, we would see 100, 150 patients a 
day,’’ he said. ‘‘There was no time to get to 
know patients. I want to practice here. I’ll 
go anywhere.’’ 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 10 
a.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 9 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
until 10 a.m. 

f 

b 1000 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order at 10 a.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

In the beginning, at the leap of noth-
ingness to material existence, You, the 
Almighty, acted. 

In the desperation of human search 
for lasting truth, You spoke Your pro-
phetic word. 

In the tangled history of nations and 
faith, You established a new world. 

Even in this century, You breathe 
forth in people the desire for salvation 
and lasting freedom. 

Dear God, be with us today, that 
Your lasting values may take shape in 
this Nation. Make this government of 
the people Your instrument of stability 
and hope. Abide within Your people as 
equal justice and incarnate love, both 
now and forever. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

9/11 HEALTH AND COMPENSATION 
ACT 

(Mrs. MALONEY of New York asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, last night when Congress 
passed its year-end spending bill, our 
Nation took another step forward in 
caring for the heroes and heroines of 9/ 
11. 

By including $108 million for the 
health needs of the World Trade Center 
first responders, residents, students, 
and others exposed to the deadly toxins 
at Ground Zero, we again show that we 
will not turn our backs on those who 
came to New York from every single 
State in our Nation to help in the 
aftermath of 9/11. 

And in the new year, I look forward 
to continuing to build support for the 
bipartisan 9/11 Health and Compensa-
tion Act, which I introduced with my 
colleagues JERRY NADLER, VITO 
FOSSELLA, and GEORGE MILLER. 

Caring for the heroes and heroines of 
9/11 is our duty. They were there for us, 
we were there for them last night in 
our budget, and we need to be there in 
the future. 

I thank my colleagues for their sup-
port, especially for the leadership of 
Mr. OBEY and Speaker PELOSI. 

f 

TAX RELIEF, NOT TAX INCREASES 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, last week the majority forced 
a vote on a faulty fix to the alternative 
minimum tax, AMT, that raises taxes 
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elsewhere. Consequently, this bill had 
no chance of ever becoming law, and 
everyone knew it. The Senate resound-
ingly rejected the tax increase legisla-
tion the week before and instead passed 
legislation that offers a clean fix of the 
AMT. The majority in the House knew 
this, and yet they chose to pursue a po-
litical statement rather than a solu-
tion. 

Instead of getting down to business 
and working with the Senate, House 
Republicans and President Bush, the 
majority leadership in the House has 
failed to repeal a tax that unneces-
sarily threatens 23 million Americans. 
Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson has 
already made it clear that the delay in 
passing a fix or a complete repeal will 
cause delays in tax refunds for 50 mil-
lion Americans. This is the price of in-
action. The American people should 
not have to pay that price. The major-
ity needs to bring a clean AMT fix to 
the floor, and not another tax increase. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th. 

f 

PRESIDENT BUSH IS OUT OF 
TOUCH WHEN HE SAYS THE 
AMERICAN ECONOMY IS STRONG 
(Mr. WALZ of Minnesota asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, it’s hard for this Congress to get 
President Bush to prioritize the needs 
of the middle-class families when he re-
fuses to face reality and chooses to 
govern by veto rather than vision. 

Yesterday, the President surprised a 
lot of us when he said the economy is 
perfectly strong. That’s news to them. 
You don’t need the polls to tell you 
that the American people are deeply 
concerned about this economy. Who 
can blame them? With home values and 
wages dropping, and health care costs, 
home heating costs, gasoline costs, col-
lege tuition costs and food costs all ris-
ing, the hardworking American middle 
class is trying to make ends meet. 

This Congress is not satisfied with 
the economic status quo that serves a 
very few at the very top. We’ve made 
progress over the last year easing the 
economic crunch. We passed legislation 
to address the subprime mortgage cri-
sis, increased the minimum wage, 
passed legislation that cut taxes on 
middle-class families and made college 
more affordable by investing in our 
children. 

We’re proud of these accomplish-
ments, but we know the American mid-
dle class is still struggling. And we 
look forward to working on creative so-
lutions that actually address the prob-
lem instead of simply vetoing with no 
leadership. 

f 

POLITICAL GAMES SHOULD NOT 
STAND IN THE WAY OF PRO-
TECTING AMERICA 
(Mr. BOUSTANY asked and was 

given permission to address the House 

for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Yesterday, the 
Democratic leadership unveiled a half- 
trillion-dollar spending bill because 
they were unable to fulfill their con-
stitutional duties. 

This spending bill is 3,500 pages long, 
and the majority gave Members of Con-
gress less than 24 hours to look at it. 
And that’s simply ridiculous. We had 
less than 24 hours to review a bill fund-
ing our national priorities, but chock 
full with earmarks and frivolous spend-
ing, and it failed to go through the 
proper committee checks. But the lib-
eral leadership of this House added 
mounds of earmarks for their friends 
and liberal policies that most Ameri-
cans do not support. 

In all of this spending, however, the 
glaring neglect by the Democratic 
leadership is our troops. Those fighting 
around the world, making us safer from 
al Qaeda and other terrorist groups, 
will not receive the necessary re-
sources to continue their mission. 

Mr. Speaker, ensuring our Armed 
Forces have the tools at their disposal 
to defeat the terrorist threat is one of 
our responsibilities in Congress. And I 
urge all of my colleagues to remember 
that. 

f 

THE FIRST STEP TOWARD COM-
PREHENSIVE ENERGY LEGISLA-
TION 

(Ms. GIFFORDS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GIFFORDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a historic first step 
for this United States Congress; it’s a 
step towards energy independence. 

The energy bill that we’re consid-
ering today recognizes a tremendous 
renewable resource that we literally 
have at our fingertips, the power of the 
sun. This bill includes my provisions to 
authorize new research and develop-
ment into solar technologies. These 
technologies have the potential to rev-
olutionize our energy production, not 
just in southern Arizona, but across 
this Nation. 

As we develop these new tech-
nologies, we’re going to need qualified 
workers to install and maintain the 
latest solar technologies. That is why 
this bill includes training programs 
specifically for solar technology. 

But this bill is only a first step. I’m 
disappointed that we’re not passing the 
House’s fiscally responsible renewable 
energy tax policies and the tax incen-
tives that go with this legislation. 
Those are the incentives that are real-
ly going to spur energy innovation, so 
we’re going to continue to work for 
those. 

I support this bill today, but we have 
a lot more work that we have to do. 
Mr. Speaker, I urge support on both 
sides of the aisle. 

JUDGES HALL OF SHAME— 
AUSTRALIA 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, crimes 
against children continue to be a crisis 
in our civilized communities. How soci-
ety reacts to such crimes is a reflection 
on the value or lack of value it places 
on children. 

Recently, a 10-year-old girl was raped 
in Australia by nine males. The victim 
and the nine rapists were all native- 
born Aboriginals. The nine deviants 
were captured, and all nine admitted 
their guilt. So what did the Australian 
judge do to these criminals? Well, none 
of them went to prison. All of them re-
ceived a suspended sentence, and the 
judge made the absurd comment at the 
trial that the 10-year-old girl ‘‘prob-
ably agreed to have sex with the per-
petrators.’’ I wonder what sentence the 
female judge would have imposed on 
the nine had the 10-year-old girl been 
of European descent. A prominent Ab-
original leader said he believed that 
‘‘the chronic leniency toward offenders 
contributes to the abuse of Aboriginal 
children.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, a society is judged not 
by the way it treats the powerful or the 
rich, but how it treats the weakest 
among its people, like 10-year-old little 
girls. The judge in this case is a new 
member of the Judges Hall of Shame. 
And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

VETERANS GUARANTEED BONUS 
ACT 

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, today 
the House will take a huge step to-
wards addressing one of the great in-
justices affecting our brave men and 
women in uniform. With today’s pas-
sage of the Veterans Guaranteed Bonus 
Act, we will once and for all end the 
practice of denying combat-injured 
service men and women their enlist-
ment bonuses that they were promised, 
that they deserve, and that they have 
earned. 

It defies belief that some of Amer-
ica’s combat-wounded veterans were 
actually sent a bill to repay their en-
listment bonuses after they were in-
jured, or that the Pentagon would stop 
making payments if the bonuses were 
paid in installments. 

The American people were justifiably 
outraged when this situation came to 
light. And today Congress is going to 
do something about it by passing the 
Veterans Guaranteed Bonus Act. Hope-
fully, this bill will soon be signed into 
law and we can demonstrate for our 
brave men and women in uniform that 
this Congress will support our troops 
with our actions, not just our words. 
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